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DEDICATION. 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE PARISH Ot 

SEDGEFIELD. 

]KNow HOt to whom the following flieets taa 
with fo much propriety be addreffed, as to 
yourfelves. You have the principal claiai oa 
all my laliours, Thefe Sermons have been pub- 
liflied, with a view to your fpiritual good* 
Many of them were preached to you wkh 
the fame defign. You will now find fome of 
them more enlarged, than the limits ufuall/ 
allotted to addreifes from the pulpit would ad- 
mit of. It i& my wiifa, that you (hould not onljf 
Aear thefe explanations of the Chriflian doctrines 
once, bvi have them continually before your 
eyes, that you may carefully compare them with 
the facred fcripuires, and with the acknowledged 
^oftrines of the Church of England, as contained 
in her Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies. The 
paflages from the HomHies will be found a little 
modernifed, to render them more fuitable to 
the general ftyle of the Sermons, and more eai^ 
to be underftood* The fenfe however is precifely 
tjhat of the original. Citations from thefe have 
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been occafionally brought forward, botli in the 
Sermons and the Notes, more fully than could 
c^lily be done from the pulpit, for the fake of af- 
:fining your examination. With the fame view, 
I have generally referred you, in the margin, to 
the paflages of fcripture, which have been brought 
•forward, i)r alluded to; and have fomctimes added 
other referenceji, to conhrm the dofclrine. I wifh 
ou to fee clearly that the dottrioes which I 
ivc preached to you, are thofe of the fcriptures, 
and of our Church. I wifh to fhew you, alfo, 
that what I have preached to yod, I do not hehtate 
fubmitting to the examination of the public. You 
nvill,,i^ doubt not, readily make allowance for any 
little inelegance or inaccuracy of exprelhon, when 
informed,: that thefe fermons have been haflily 
-written, in hours of leifure,* fnatched, as it were, 
from my various parochial engagements. Other 
p rfons will, I hope, ma:te the fame allowance. 
l(" they ftiould not, I fhall not be extremely con- 
iCerned on this head; my defign not having been 
to write finely, but clearly. My attention has 
teen paid far more to doftrines riian toftyle. 

That fome of you fhould have derided thefe 
;do£hines, that feme bf you ffionld even violendy 
*)ppofe them, I am by no means, furprifei^. It 
has ever been the fate of the faithful pr^ching 
of thegofpel. I w^ould addrefs fuch perfons, in 
the words of a truly pioiis minifter, on a fimilar 
occafion : " As far as the doQrine is merely 
^^ mine, you are at full liberty to rejeft and defpife 
^iL But, have you really examined, with all 
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** that ferioufncfs and diligence, which becomes 
^ an enquiry of fuch importance, whether it is not 
« agreeable to the vrord of God? Or have you 
*« not rather taken up your objeflions from others? 
«« Has not a name of reproach, which is ^m* 
*• roonly affixed to thofe, who are zealous of rcH*- 
♦' gion, deterred you from attending ? May I not 
^^ a(k then, Is thrs candour ? Is it common jufticc 
*' to condemn what you have not heard ? Or, if 
*' you have -heard at all, have you not run away 
*< with fingle exprefTions, or detached parts of 
** Sermons? Many of our oppofcrs, atleaft,havc 
** brought their moft formidable charges on no 
** better ground. But how unfair is fuch a con- 
" duft ? If this were allowaBle^ you might eafiljr 
^ make the holy fcripture itfelf to fpeak the moft 
*' horrid blafphemy. No wonder, then, you are 
^ offended, if you will judge fo haftily, and not 
** confider one phrafe or pofition in connexion 
" with another. Why are you unwilling to hear 
^ again ? Are you furc, you did not mifunder* 
" ftand ? Perhaps a more frequent attendance 
^ might remove your objcftions. Or, fuppoGng 
that you really differ in fentiments of religion, ' 
you will granr that poffibly you may be wrong. 
Do not condemn other opinions, till you have 
** fcrioufly examined whether your own be right. 
" Have you ftudied the Scriptures, with earneft 
" prayer to God to be direflcd by his Spirit ? If 
*' not, you are very improper judges upon the 
" fubjecl. Whatever be your notions, it is highly 
^ probable j'ou are ignoianl oi \\^ VtxiVVv cA ^^4* 

a % w»\vc&K^\^ 
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iv fcEDICATlOW 

*« Inafmuch as we cannot know the things ofrhc 
»< Spirit, without a fpiritual difcernment *, pra\cf 
** is, in the firft pkee, neceffary to obt^n a right 
'^ judgnaent of them. Before, therefore, you dc- 
*' tennine to ftop your cars ^againft your minifter, 
" go and cameftly intreat the Lord, that " the eyes 
•« of your underftanding being enlightened, you 
•* may know of the doftrine, whether it be of 
•^ God t." You may put off ihefe things wiih a 
^ laugh and a fneer, and brand them with what ig- 
^ nominious name you plcafe. Thjs will be no 
** argument I will not fay of religion, but even of 
** good fenfe or good manners. I would warn 
" you alfo, that you cannot fo put off the a^\'ful 
** concerns of death, judgment, and eternity ! 
*^ However you may bom^ refufe to liften to your 
*' minifter, there is a timecomiiTg when God will 
•< be beard, and it becomes vou to confider, how 
^ you will anfwer to him, for the contempt thus 
** put upon his word J ," 

In the mean time, I am thankful, that fo many 
of you have embraced them> and I do not defpair 
of this being the cafe with many others, even after 
I fhall have ceafed to exift. I « caft my bread on 
" the waters;" and doubt not, that it will be found 
^' after many days §." Should my life be fparcd, I 
ihallhope, by divine grace, to add tothefc fcrmons 
a fecond volume, of fuch as have likewifc been 

preached 

* 1 Cor. ii. 14. f Epb. i. 18. J^hn vii. ^7. 
$ See " A Parochial Minifter's Addicfs to his Pari,, 
fhioners," publiflied at Lciceiler about twenty years ^Z^^ 
\t:djt: jd, page 8th and gth, 

§ EccU x>. li. 



preached to you. W^ak and imperfcQ: as there 
difcourfes arc, it is pofSble that, by the bleffing of 
God, yoar childre»s children may be the belter 
for them ; and that fome may meet me, in the 
realms of glory, who may have afcribed their firft 
religious impreflionsto tne perufalof them. They 
will probably be read by fomc perfons with Uls 
prejudice than they have . been heard; and will, 
at .lead, be received, as a well-meant endeavour 
for their real and lafting advantage, God knows 
that " my heart's defire, and frequent prayer to 
" HIM for you is, that you may be favcd*." I 
can fafely appeal to him for the fincerity witl> 
which I have laboured after the falv-tlon of yoirr 
fouls. This has been my only objcft which I 
have purfued, and will purfue^ through '^ evil 
*' report, and good report t." I ha', e fought " not 
** yours, but youJ> and have been, and am, 
willing to fpend and be " fpent for )uu, aUhowgh 
*' the more abundantly I love fomc of you, the 
*' lefs J be loved f*" I have ** watched for your 
** fouls, as one that muff give account J." « Know* 
** ing the terror of the Lord, I have persuaded 
" you to flee from the wrath to come ((z)." And^ 
^ I take you to record this day," that, as I bare 
been willing to pleafe you all, as far as I could 
do it " for your good, to edification {by fo « I 
" have not fbunned to declare unto you all the 
<• counfel of God (cj," that if any of you perilh 

a 3 in 

♦ Rom. X. 1. + t Cor; ii: 14. See 1 Pet, v. s, &c« 
John iv. 35, 36. X t Cor. vi. 8. ^2 Cor. la. 15* 
I Heb. xiii. 17. [a) 2 Cor, V, lbQ> W^ V!>\^W^n'«^*V 
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m your fins, I niay be able to fay, " Yoar GloociP 
^ be upon your own heads : I am clean *." 

I dare not preach or publifli any thing, but *«^e 
« truth, as it is in* Jcfus t f ' but ftill, I woulcj 
wifli ever to " fpeak the truth in love J." I dare 
not ^, pervert or conceal the gofpel of Chrift.'^ 
Does not the apoftle fay^ Woe is me, if I preaclf 
** not the gofpel { !*' "Though we, or an angel*^ 
« from heaven, preach any other gofpel unta» 
♦* you, than that which we have preached unto* 
•* you, let him be accurfed. As we faid before,^ 
** fp fay I now agaiR,. If any man preach any 
** other gofpel wnto you, than that ye have recciv-^ 
*« ed, let him be accurfcd | ?'* Does he not fay, 
^ Let a maYi fo a<icount of hs, as of the miniilers 
♦« of Chrift; and ftewards of the myfteries of 
*' God : moreover^ it is required, in ftewards, that 
« a man be found yiz/M^/ (^) ?" How then fhould 
I dare to be othen^ufe ! How fhould T dare to 
«* keep back any thing that may be profitable for 
♦•you!(^)" Howlhould I, inriiat cafe, " deliver 
•* my own foul !" " If I gi\'« you not warning,*' 
will not your "• blood be required at my 
** hands (^) P"^ Should I not equally degrade my 
chara8er as a minifter of the Church of Chi iff,. 
and of the Church of England? Should I not be 
your very worft enemy ? " Whether you will hear, 
^ or whether you^will forbear (rf)/* I rauft do my 

duty, 

• Afts xviii, 6. + Eph. iv. 21, X Ver. 15, 

^ t- Cor. ix. 6. II.Gal. i. 8, & g. See.6, & 7, 

Sec 2 C ^ xi. 4. {a) 1 Cor. iv. i, & a- (b) ACt% 

jvc.so,^ \c) Sec Ezek. iii. 16, &c. xxxiii^. 

^ to s^, Djkii, xiu g. (d) £zck) ii, 5, & '].iu« lu 



>. 



DEDICATIGI*. Vir 

dbty, in "making known the myftery of ihc gof- 
«*, pc\^ for which I am an anabaflador;'* and hope 
to^^lpeak. boldly, as I ought to fpcak *." 

Our Bi(hopy in his firit charge t, reminds his- 
clergy, tnat " the doftrincs which we are bound, 
** by our duty to God, and to the laws of our 
** country, and the engagements of our holy pro* 
** feffionj to incukate and maintain, have beenf. 
** of late years, too much neglefted." And; in 
his laft charge J, he tcUs us,. ** It is incumbent on- 
^ us to prefcnt them frequently to our congrega*' 
'^ tions ; to imprefs them on their minds with all 
" the energy we caw derive from language; with 
*« all the aflfeftion they are calculated to infpire," 
ice. And, at our ordination, all the minifters of 
the Church of England are thus folcmnly ex- 
horted by their diocefan* "See that you never 
** ceafe your labour, your care, and diligence, untiP 
** you have done all that lieth in: youy according. 
** to your bounden duty, to bring all fuch as are 
** or fhall be committed to your charge, unto that 
^^ agreement in the faith and knowledge of God,. 
** ;>nd to that ripenefs and perfeQnefs of age in. 
** Chrifty that there be no place left among you, 
**• either for error in religion, or for vicioufnefs of 
*' life." Andy we are reminded, at the iame time, 
** If it fhall happen, the fame Church, cr any mem- 
." ber thereof, do take any hurt or hindrance, by 
" reafon of our negligence, we know the greatnels 
** of the fault, and- alfo the horrible funijhmcnt- 
« that will enfuef*" 

Oh! 

♦ EpB. ri. /p, & 20: + Page aV, \'?2k^'t^a^ ^^^ 
j. Office. Eor the ordering of ^r\e^s. '^Vr. ^^.Vcb^v^ 
Hon immcdiguly following th* t^^^^^^ ?>^>x.O^* 
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Oh ! my dear friendsy I " have been with yoUf 
** in weakneGi, and fear, and much tremblings 
** And my fpcech, and my preaching, have not 
•« been with enticing words of man's wifdom." 
God grant that they may have been, and may (till 
be, "in dcmonftrationof the Spirit, and of power ; 
** that your fiith may not ftand in the wifdom oi 
*^ men, but in the power of God * ;" that, when 
we appear together,, on the great day, before 
our common Judge, none of you may have ta 
§ccufe me, of unfaithfulnefs, or wilful neglett ! that 
I may not have to teftify againft the final impeni- 
tency and unbelief of any of you ! that fuch of 
you as have partly embraced the gofpel of Chrifty 
being firmly perfuaded, in your minds, of the 
truths which you hear delivered, may become 
obedient to it in all things; and may experience all 
its divine confolations, and fupport, both in time 
^nd eternity; while fuch of you as are Chrijiians 
ifkdeed^ may " grow in grace," until you become 
fully '' meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
« the faints in light 1 1" God grant! that we may 
all finally enjoy this, "through fanBification of 
•* the Spirit, and belief of the truth X'T for ^^^ 
fake of Jefus Chrift, his only-begotten Son^ our 
Lord and Saviour ! Such is the prater oE 

Your affeftionatey 

Though unworthy Miftiflery 

N^ HoLkll^GSWORTH, 

Xxiii.-— ¥. 30, & 31. ^xiuio, A 16, XIV. 

»4, 15, & 1^ ya. Ivi. loi ij, 12. Ezek. chapters xiix, 
«ftjcv^/r. ♦ 1 Cor^ ii. ^. & g, r ' 



PREFACE. 

TT may poflibly be enquired why a few plain fimple 
Sermons like the following are publiihcd by 
an obfcure perfon like myfelf : And, though the 
motives affigned in the Dedication may appear fuf- 
ficient for printing them for the ufe of my parifh- 
ioners, it may ftill be afked, " Why they fhould be 
"obtruded on the public ?'* One reafon has beea 
already affigned in the addrefs to my pariihioners^ 
In order to give my doftrines increafed weight 
with them, I am willing that they Ihould pafs the 
ordeal of the public iaveftigation. But my prin- 
cipal motive for this publication has been a report, 
which, little as I mix with the world, has frcquenN 
ly met my ears, that the do£lrines which I preacH 
are cnthufiaftical, mcthodiftical, &c. <S:c. I wifh^ 
therefore, to fhew, that whatever epithets perfon* 
may choofe to affix to them, they are the doc- 
trines of the fcriptures, and of the Church of 
England. My brethren in the miniftry here and 
myfelf, noticed this charge of methddifm above 
two years ago *, when it had begun to prevail on 
account of our religious focieties.^ No perfq^ 
^ however^ has fince conrie forward, in any puMic 
manner, to fubitajitiate the charge. It is now, as 

I uii» * 
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I underftand, referred to doftrines alfo. The 
proper reply to thi^, appears to be the publka^ 
fion of the doftrines which may have excited the 
offence. I have accordingly, in this volume, pub- 
Hftied a few fermons on fuch fubjeGs as heceffarily 
involve moft of the fundamental doctrines of our 
leligion ; and I call the great Searcher of hearts 
to witnefs, that I have not purpofely concealed a 
Cngle fentiment which I either preach or enter- 
tain. I could have wifhed, indeed, that I had 
had a greater number of fermons ready for the 
prefs, as they would neceffarily have embraced a 
greater variety of fubjefls; but, on conlideration, 
I prefer fending thefe into the world, defigriing to 
prepare a few others at .my leifure, rather than rilk. 
the detriment of the people under my care, by that 
Confinement in my ftudy which their immediate 
publication would require. Indeed, I am fully 
fenfiblethat the following fermt>ns ftand greatly ia 
need of the " limye labor et mora.." I would 
confcquently bcfpeak the indulgent candour of the 
public to overlook the many defeQs in their com- 
pofition, and confider them merely as a few plaia 
difcourfes dcfigned for plaiu people. . With re- 
gard to the doQrincs, I mud of ncccflity ftand re- 
fponfible for thefe, in my double capacity as a 
minifter of the Church of Chrift, and of 
lite Church of England. I have only to re- 
queft that perfons will forbear all opprobrious 
^ epithets, which are calculated only to difplay folly 
find il liberality; and I am very ready feo receive a 
candid refutation gi thofc fejitim<*aift wbicb tbey 



may confider erroneous, through the medium of the 
prefs, or in any other manner. I even call on fucb 
perfons to ftiew me, that my dr>Qrines arc con- 
trary to the fcripturcs, to the articles of our 
Church, or to the experience of real Chriftians. 
If I err in any of thele refptQs, it is highly im- 
portant that, as a teacher of others,* J fhould be 
fet right; and I fho.ild be willing even to incur a 
pubhc expo( lire, for .lie fake of fo important an end. 
The paflages of fcripture, &c. which I have 
noticed in the preceding dedication fufTiciently 
point out the duty of every minider faithfully to 
preach the gofpel, without any conccalme nt. If 
more were wanting, how earncftlydoes our divine 
Mafter exhort us, " Go ye, and make difciplcs of 
*' all nations, baprizing them in tlie name of the 
** Father, and of the Son, anJof the Holy Gholt; 
** teaching them to obferve all things whatfoever 
^' I have commanded you; and lo ! I am with 
•' you alWay, (oh ! glorious encouragement !) 
*« even to the end of the world *." Did he not 
" fay, likewife, *' Whofocver is afhamtd ofme^ 
" and of my words^ in this adulterous and finful 
^' generation, of him alfo fhall the Son of man be 
♦* afhamed, when he comcth in the glory of hi«c Fa- 
** ther, with the holy angels t/' If this will apply 
to all perfons, how much rather to thofe uho 
bear the facred charatler of his minifters ! who 
ought to be able to addrefs their people from their 
hearts, in the following words of the apofUe : 
■•* All things are of God, who hath reconciled us 
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«« to TTimfelf by Jefus Ghrift, and hath committed 
<* unto us the miniftry of reconciliation ; to wFt, 
^ that God was in Chrift reconciling the World 
*< unto himfelf, not imputing their trelpafles unto 
*« them; and "hath committed unte us the word oF 
^' reconciliation. Now, then, we are ambafladors- 
*' for Chrift^ as though Cod did befeech you by 
^' us, we pray you, in ChriJVs fltai^ be ye recori- 
-«« cHed to God *." ** We preach not ourfclves, 
"*' but Chrift jefus the Lord, and ourfelves your 
<« fervants for Jefuj>* fake. For God, who com- 
<^ manded the light to (hirie out of darknefs, hath 
♦' (hin d in our hearts^ to give the light of the 
*^ knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
** Jefus Chriftt/' Does not the fame apoftle ex- 
*• hort us to " take heed unto ourfelves, and to 
^' all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghoft 
^' hath made us overfeers, to feed the Church of 
♦* God, which he hath purchafed with his own 
•* blood X ?*' Does not another apoftle befeech 
us to « feed the flock of Chrift as much as in us 
«' lies, taking the overfill thereof; not by con- 
<* ftraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but 
*' of a ready mind ; neither as being lords over 
<* God's heritage, but as being examples to the^ 
<« flock ; that when the chief Shepherd fliall ap- 
*' pear, we may receive a crown of glory, which 
<« fad8[th not away J?'' And do we notfolemnly 
declare sa our ordmation, we truft that we " are 

" inwardly 

• 2 Cor. V. 1 7, to 2 1 . +2 Cor. i v. 5,6. % Afts xx. 
«. See Vcrf€s %^^&. 30. ^ t Pet» v »t &c. See John 
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« inwardly moved by ihe Holy ChoV to take 

*' this awful charge upon us * ?" I forbear to cite 

-the many folemninjunftions delivered byAlmigh* 

ty God to the Jewifli prophets t, becaufe fome 

perfoHs may ignorantly imagine thefe not equally 

•applicable to the minifters of Chrift . But, the above 

faflages are furely fufficiently explicit. And does 

-not the apoftle " charge" all ininillcrs, as well as 

Timothy, " before God, and the Lord Jefus 

« Chrift, who fhall judge the quick and the dead, 

*' at his appearing, and his kingdom, to preach 

<< the word, to be inftant, in feafon, out of (eafon^ 

^* to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-fuffer* 

^< ing and doQrine X ? ' Surely, then, a man docs 

not deferve to be efteeraed a gloomy enthufiaft, 

becaufe he confiders the office of a minifter of 

Chrill the mod folemn charge which it is poffible 

for him to undertake, and one which requires the 

titmoft degree of faithfulreefs and affiduity. 

If I err in my view of it, as exprefled in the 
preceding pages addrefled to the people of my 

b ^ flock, 

♦ Office for iht ordering of deacons, tjueftion tft. 
It is as follows : " Do you t4'Li{l, that you are inwardly 
■** moved by the Holy Ghoft, to take upon you this office 
*' and miniftration, to lerve God for the promotion of 
*' his glory^ and the edifying of his people ? Avfwer^ 

^* I TRUST «o.'* The reader will find this fubjeft 

^cll explained in a Letter by the late Rev. S. Walker 
Curate of Truro, in Cornwall. Sec his «* Praftical 
** Chriftiahity." 

f Sec, among many other paflages, Mai; ii. 7. Hofea 
iv. 6 & 9- Jcr. XV. 19, &c. Ha. iii. 10, 8l ii.«»lviiii t. 
£zek. xxii. 26, & 28.-*-xliv. 23, &c» &c% 
} z Tia,iv0 i, & 2. 



flock, I have, m leaft, the fatisfaaion to err mth 
many diltinguifhed perfons high in authority, both 
in the prefent and in former times. I would not 
be thought to fay " errare malo cum Platone, 
^ quam cum aliis vera fentire ;" but rather " ami- 
*' cus Plato, amicus Socrates, magi* arnica Veritas." 
-1 would wifli to form tny fentiments from the re- 
cords ofdivioe tnith, which, with our Church*, I 
<:onfider as infinitely furpaffing any mere huma^i 
authority, however exalted. It is one of our 
glorious privileges, as Proteftants, purchafed with 
the blood of our anceftors, no longer implicitly 
**jurare in verba magiftri", but to apply the 
*' autos epha" to the juftly authoritative language 
of revelati(m alone. But, where perfons of dif,. 
tinguiflied emiqence agree with the word of God, 
I hope I fhall aiways feel inclined to treat their 
eoncurrent teftimony with every due degree of re., 
fpeft and reverence. Permit me to Ihew in what 
manner fome perfons of the higheft rank in our 
diurch and ftate have fpoken of late years on this 
importawt fubjcft. I will go no further back 
riian Archbifhop Seeker, left this preface Ihould 
greatly exceed the ufual limits. 

To begin with the venerable Prelate abovcr 
inc ntioned. In one charge to his clergy, he tell§ 
them, ♦* We have loft many of our people over 
** to leftaries by not preaching in a manner fuffi- 
*' ciently evangelical *." And, in another charge, 
Jie exhorts his clergy as follows : '* To improve 

" thtm 

* See Artick,6. & «i. 

i Charge 3d; Dr. Porteus's^ &<;. Edit.pa^e 299; 
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^ tijiem cffeQually to their future happinefs, as 

** Weil as to filence falfe accufers, you muft be affi- 

** duous irt teaching the principles, not only of 

** virtue, and natural religion, but of the gofpel ; 

** and, of the gofpel, not as almoji explained awMy^ 

** iy modern refiner Sj but as the truth is in Jefus ; 

'' Eph. iv^. 21.) as it is taught by the Church of 

^ which you are members ^ as you have tngaged^ 

^' by your fubfcriptions, and declarations, that you 

** will teach it yourferves. You muft preach ta 

** thenfi faith in the ever-bleffcd Trinity ; and vin^^ 

** dicate^ when it is requifite, thofe parts of our 

*' creeds, artd offices, which relate to that article^ 

** from the very unjuft imputations of abfii^ityj^ 

^ and utichairicablenefs^ which have beeh caft iipbn, 

^them.** . 

" Yotx muft fet forth the drigina:! corruptron 6t 

•* our nature ; our redemption according to Go^'i^ 

•* eternal purpofe in Chrift; (Eph. iii. 1 1.) by the 

** facrifice of the crofs ; our fenftification by the^ 

•* influences of the Divine Spirit; the infufficiency 

« of oiir own good works, and the efficacy of faith 

•< to falvation : yet hatidlrng thefe points in a doo- 

•* trinal, trot controverfial manner, unVefs particii- 

** Urly calfed to it ; and even then treating adver- 

•* faries whh mildnefs and pity, not* with biuerncfs,. 

** or immoderate vehemence. The truth, I ffar, 

" is, that ptaay, if not moft of us, have dwelt too 

•' liltle on thefe doQrrnes in our (ermons ; by ru» 

^ means, in general, from dift)eUeving, or flight- 

^ ing them ; but partly, from knowing, diat for- 

bs t^\\i| 



\' raerly they had been inculcated beyond their 
*^ proportion, and even to the difparagement of 
*' Chriftian obedience; partly, from fancying them 
*' fo generally received and remembered, that little 
** needs to be faid but on focial obligations ; 
*' partly again, from not having ftudied theology 
i' deeply enough, ta treat of them ably and bene- 
*' ficially : God grant that it may never have been 
•* for want of inwardly experiencing their import- 
^^ance! But, \^?hatever be the caufe, the efFc£i 
'' hath been lamentable. Our people have grown 
^ Icfs and lefs mindful^ firft of the dijttngui/hing 
*^ articles of their creed ; then, as will always 
*J>e the cafe, of that one which they hold in com- 
^^^Qn with the Heathens i have forgot, in effeft^ 
* their Creator^ as well as their Redeemer^ and 
\..San£liJier ; feldom or never fcrioufly worfhip- 
'••junghiim; but, flattering the^felves, that whafc 
^ they, are pleafed to ,call a moral and harmkfi 
^y ife, though Jar from being either^ is ' the one ^ 



^.4hing needful . 
^ We have already feen^ in the preceding dedi- 
cation, that the Bi&op of this diocefe inculcates 
the fame Practice.. He even informs his clergy, 
*f Every principle of Chriftian duty,, every excr- 
^' cjfc of faith, of hope, and of charity, in all its 
*^ branches, every motive to the love of God, and 
^\ of our neighbour is fo conneBed with the great 
« religious doQrines of the gpfpel, that you can 
<'..'never want opportunities of introducing them 
*f^ into your difcourfcs. and of fliewing bow much 

* The fame edit, p^^ge 23^, 5tc. 
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•^ the due difcharge of a Chriftian^s moraliuiy de- 

•* pends upon the HveHneft and ftability of hb 

^ faith*, j&c. The prefcnt Bp. of Chichefter ob- 

•* ferves of inrnHters: " They are engaged t6 

•* preach to mankind a difpenfation .of holin^fs 

♦* and grac ; and ferious will be the charge, if t€ 

♦* be taught with apathy, or hkewarmnefs ; if it 

•* be not enforced with integrity and zeal t," &c. 

Bp. Horfeley exprcffes himfelf very ftrongly on 

this fubjett i " Under the influence of thefe twa 

*^ pernicious niaxims; (t. that the laity, the more 

♦* illiterate elpecially, have Hale concern with the 

^ myfteries of religion^ provided they be attentive 

** to its duties : 2. That praSieal religion and 

•* morality are one and the fame ihing : that moral 

•* duties conftitute the whole^ or by far the better 

•* part, of praHical chrijlianityj it too often 

•* happens, that we lofe light of that which is our 

^ proper office J io publifh the world of reconcilia^ 

** tion, to propound the terms of peace and par^ 

•* don to the penitent ; and we make no other ufe 

" of the high conimiflion that we bear, than to 

*' come abroad one ^ay in feven^ dreflfed in fo* 

** lemn looks, and in the external garb of holinefs', 

'' to be the Afes of Epic fetus J," '^ Unlefs there 

•* be reinfuled (obferves Mr. Wilberforcej into 

** themafs of our fociety, fomething of thatprin- 

** ciple, which animated our eccleliaiUcal fyflem in 

•* its earlier days, it is vain for us to hope that 

^ the eftablifbment will very long continue : for 

b 3 '* the 

* Charge delivered in the year 1797, pape 23, &c. 
\ Charge, page 11. 

f See the whole paflage from otve o^ V\% \.«t^^v^^'5 
€JUrges, cited ia Dr.Kxiox'a Chxifti^\^Vv\QVo^\v-i ^^V;^.v 
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*^lhe drtomaty will not much longer be borne, of 

t-Vlui eftabliftiment, the a6lual principles of thd 

^fbi^lkpf whofe members, and even teachers, are 

^' C> extrejpelf djflFerem from thofe w hich it pro- 

•' fefles. But, in. proportion as vitaP Cbriftianity 

^ can Be revived, in that lame proportion the 

♦f Church eftablifliment is llrengthened : for the 

•^.revival of vital ohn^ydmiy is the very rcinFur- 

^ fion of which we have httn fpeakrng, 'i Ijis is 

^ the vtry Chriftianity on which our eftablifhment 

" i« founded' rand that which hep Articlils and 

*^ Homilies,, and Liturgy teach throughout*.* 

^* Wherever thefe teachers (he remarks in another 

** place) have ftcadilyand zealoufly inculcated tl e 

^ true doftrincs of the Church of England, the 

■** happieft effefts have commonly rewarded their 

** labours. And, it is worth obfcrving, in the 

•** view we are now taking, that thefe men, as 

^ might naturally be expefcted, are, perhaps, wi h- 

♦^ ©ut exception,, friendly to our conftitution iu- 

" church and ftate; and confequently, that their 

*' inftruftions and influence tend dircflly, as well 

" as indircQly,. to the maintenance of the caufe of 

'* order and good government." And he fub- 

" joins in a note, " This is not thrown-out raflily^ 

*^ but aflerted on /5/itf z^n/cr 5 own knowledge f.*' 

It would be doing great injullicc to my prcfcnt 
fubjefl, if I were to omit a folemn exhortation to 

his 

* Pra£lical View, chap, vi. edit. 6. page 418, &c.— * 
The whole paiTage, beginning, ** In the prclent circum^ 
*' Rar.ces of this contry," &c. Page 416, is well deferv- 
/no^ of notice, 
t Fradical Vitw, &c. Page 10, till. &. 
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Ks clergy by the prerent Bifhopjof London; the great 

importance of which will, I truft, amply excufe 

the length of the citation. ^' If you wifh for any -ef- 

*' fcftual fuccefs, you muft lay before your people, 

" >vith plainnefs and with force, the great Junda- 

" mental doHrines of the gofpel ;r you mxjSli Jhew 

-" tlmn, to thfinfelves ; you mull tell them, plainly 

" aiKJ Iwrujllyywhat they are^ and what they ov^ht 

*• to be ; you mull convince them, that they arc 

"frail,- corrupt, fallen creatures; that man, fince 

'' he came out of the hands of his Creator, has 

*' Gontracled a radical taint, which has miferably 

*' vitiated his moral frame; that the remedy, thi^ 

" only remedy, for this great, this inveterate difeafe 

*' of the foul, is to be found in the gofpel | in the 

*' application of the means there pointed out fop 

*' the recovery of what we have loft ; in the reno- 

** vation of the heart and life, by its doctrines and 

*' its precepts ; in the illumination of the under- 

"Handing; in the fanflification of the foul; in 

'^ the aid given to the infirmities of our nature, by 

^ the heavenly influences of the Holy Spirit; and^ 

** above all, in the facrifice made for all mankind 

** upon the crofs by our Redeemer, and in humble 

*« reliance on that facrifice for pardon and accept- 

•' ance. Thefe arc the great evangelical doBrineSj 

« which muft be prrjfcd repeatedly^ with devout 

« and folemn earnejlntfs^ on the minds of our 

*' hearers, which can alone fpeak to their con- 

*' fciences, their affcBions, and their hearts; can 

«' alone awaken them to ajuft fenfe of their condi- 

"« tion, and cxmvmce them of the abfolute ncceflitv 



*^ 6ijihter€ repentance^x^ a vital faith in Chrift 
'•* and an uniform obedience ta bis laws *.*' 

In conformity with the above exhortations, the 
clergy of a diftrift in the diocefc of Lincoln, after 
confeffing and lamenting the very low ftate of re- 
ligion in thehr feveral pariflies, which the advertife- 
fnent, at the beginningof rheirrcport, juftly reprc- 
fents, '' as applicable to a great part of the king- 
'•* dom ;" proceed to the following re^oluttoi* 
among others. ** Resolved, Thai we will fre- 
*' quently and (aithfuHy explain to our refpeftive 
^' congregations the doBrines peculiar to the Chri^ 
^^^Jiian faiths and confiantly exhort them to take 
•* the t^ill of God, as it is plainly declared in the 
*' Holy Scriptures, as the rule and meafure of 
'' their condud ; and thereby guard them againft 
•* the di^lulions of all thofe, who pretend to dif- 
** charge men from the ftrift obligations of true 
*** and pra8ical religion, whether by propagating, 
** a capricious and imperfcfl morality of me.e hu- 
** man invention^ or by indifcreetly and fanatically 
*' depreciating thofe good works, unto which wet 
*• are created, as the workmanfliip of God in, 
•' Chrift Jciiis, and which God hath before or- 
** dained, that we fliould walk in them t." 

The above citations, both from the Holy Scrip- 
lures, and from human authorities, will, I hope, 
be fufficient, not merely to cxcuje the doftrines of 

the 

* Charge delivered in the year 17^ and 17999 page &a|i> 
Ac. 

"^ Report, page 1^ 
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Ac following fermons^ but to flicw, beyond all 

controverfy, that it is my facred duty, both as a 

minifterof Chrift, and of. the Church of England, 

to bring them forward in the moft prominent and 

forcible manner, at all times, and on all occafions. 

God forbid that I (hould be withheld from this by 

fuch terms of reproach as have been frequently af» 

fixed to fome of the very bell o£ men, and which 

our bleffed Saviour and his apoftles frequently 

teach all his faithful minifters to exptft ! " Tli 

" fervant (Chrift himfelf declares) is not greater 

*< than hx$ Lord., : If they have perfecuted mc^ 

** they will alfo perfecute you." ** If they have 

*' called the mafter of the houfe Beelzebub, how 

** much more fhall they call them of his houfe* 

hold !" " Bleffed arc ye, when men Ihall re* 

vile you, and perfecute you, and fay all manner 

*' of evil againft you falfely for my fake. Re* 

*' joice and be exceeding glad : for great is your 

^^ reward in heaven ; for fo perfccuted they the 

'' prophets which were before you *." « Woe unto 

^ you, when all meji (hall fpeak well of you : for 

^ fo did their fathers to iht/alfe prophets f ." " Be* 

'^ hold, I fend you forth as flaeep in the midft of 

^ wolves. Which of the prophets (faid the firft 

" Chriftian martyr St. Stephen) have not your fa* 

^ thers perfecuted ;J; ? Even hereunto were ye 

" called, (obferves St. Peter) becaufe Chrift alfo 

'^ fuflfered for us^ leaving us an example that yc 

« fliould 

* Mat. V. 11, & It. "f Luke xyx. 26. See the pa- 
table, Mat. xxi. 33, &G, Luke xx. g, &c. Mark 
xij^ 2^ &c^ f A£is vii. 25; Sea HeJa. xu ^^^ ^^^^ %l-^'. 
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^ fhould follow fcis fteps : who did no fin, neitfief 
*' vras guile foiind in his mouth : \vho, \vheis 
•* he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he 
*' fufTered, he threatened not; but committed him-^ 
*' felf to him that judgeth righteoudy ♦." " Be- 
** loved, think it not ftrange concerning the ficrjr 
•^ trial which is to try you, as though fome ftrange 
•* thing happened to you : hut rejoice, inafrouch 
*' as ye be partakers of Chrift's lufFcrings ; that, 
•* when his glory (hall be revealed, ye may be 
^ gfed affo with exceeding joy. It ye be reproach- 
*' ed for the name of Chrrft, happy are ye ; for the 
•* Spirit of glory arrd of God refteth upon you ^ 
** on their part he his evil fpoken of, but on your 
•* part he is glorified t." Thus the enmity will 
ever exift tet^xen the feed of the ferpent, and the* 
feed of the woman : they that " are after the flefli 
•^ will ever perfccute them that are after the Spirit.'* 
^ Haflf thou found me, O mine enemy" ? they 
IMill exclaim. Their reafoning will be the fame irt 
tvtry age. " Let us lie in wait for the righte* 
^ ous i becaufe he is not for our turn, and he is 
•* clean contrary to our doings : be upbraideth us 
•* with our oflfending the law ; and objefteth, to our 
'^* infamy, the tranfgreflings of our edlication. He 
♦* profeffeth to have the knowledge of God ; and 
^ he calleth himfelf the child of the Lord. He 
^ was nrtade to reprove out thoughts. He is griev- 
«* ous unto us eiven to behold : for his life is not 
**like other men's; his ways are of another 
^' faihioR. We arc eOeemed .of him as cou«ter-^ 
^ " feits : 

^it^ei.'iu 2*1, 2i, & 23. * 1 Pet. \v, t^, \^ &. \i^. 
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** leits : he abftaineth from our ways, as from fil- 

^thinefs: he pronounceth the end of the ju ft to 

^ bcblefled, and maketh his boaft that God is his 

** father *•" We muft then take up our crofs, 

^ and follow our Matter " through evil reporx" 

-as well .a5 ^' good report ;" and while fome who 

know the truth, and are benefited by our miniftry^ 

/eceive us ^ angels of God, and are xeady to 

** pluck out their eyes, end give them to us,*' we 

muft expefl to be reproached by others, as " men 

•' that turn the world upfide down, the filthof the 

** earthy and the offscouring of all things." Inftiort, 

while the religion of Chrift entirely oppofes the fin^ 

ful maxims and pradiccs of a wicked and corrupt 

world, his faithful mini fters wili never be without 

theirfuUfliare of reproach and ignominy. « I have 

** known, (obferves Dr. Edwards, in his Preacher.l 

♦* that, when fome oF thef>! doftrines have been dil- 

*' courfed cf by one in the pulpit, it hath been faid 

**that ' he preached like a Preshyterian^ (for that 

was the, cant phrafe jn his time) " which thofe that 

" fpoke it thought was reproachful enough. But, 

** if this be to preach like a Prefbyterian, I pray 

" heartily that the number of Prefbyterians may. 

** incr.afe more and more. And, if this be to 

** preach like a P;efbyterian, then all our 

^ Rifliops^ andoui Univerji-ies,^ and all our Di- 

♦' vines^ were Preft)yterians ip Queen Elizabeth's 

*• and King fame> the firtl's days, and afterwards; 

** for no raajn can have the face to deny, that thcfe 

♦* were 

* Wifdomii. i2> to 17. 
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«« were ihe doSrines that they openly profefled 
♦t and mainiainei And, I will add, if thcfe be 
<* Prefbytcrian doSrines, then the Church of Eng- 
*' land hcrfclf prcsbyterianifes in her Articles 
*' and Homilies *." We have only to change the 
term Presbyterian into Methodijl^ to make the 
reprefentatioa exaftly apply to the prcfcnt times* 

Cod forbid ! then, I repeat, that I fliould be 
withheld, by fear of a name, from bearing the 
molt ample teftiraony to the truth and import- 
ance of thofe doftrines of Chriflianity, \\'hich it 
would be my duty to proclaim on the fcafFold, 
or at the ftake i 

To refcue the prefent fubjeft from liability to 
miftake, permit me to obferve, before I conclude 
chis Preface, that there are two ways of teaching 
even the real doftrines of the gofpel, perfedly 
diftin6l from each other, and equally lb in the cf- 
fefcls which they produce ; (for I do not think it 
worth while to notice thofe pcrfons who inculcate 
tnere unmixed heathcnifm, with fcarcely a tincture 
either of the law or the gofpek) One of thefe 
ways may be termed ihe /cent i fie mode; as it con- 
fifts in bringing forward the dofctrines as revealed 
truths,-r-in defending them by critical and other 
fcholaftic arguments, — in anfwering learned or 
philofophical objedions ; in (hewing the do3rines 
to have been generally received as orthodox ; and 
there leaving them- When the duties of common 
life are enforced by writers or preachers of this 
dcfchptioni they are treated as fubje6U perfedly 

feparate 

♦ Vok I. page 44, 



PREFACE. XXV 

feparaie from the doctrines The arguments by 
which they are fupported are fuch as might have 
I been urged in a Heathen temple, or a Turkiflx^ 
■ mofque, with far greater propriety, than in a Chrif.* 
tian church. Hence has arifen the unfcriptural 
and pernicious diftinflion between doHrinal and 
fraSical fern\ons, as though doftrines and prac- 
tice had little or nothing to do with each other. 
If it were allowable to jell on fo very fcrious a 
fubjeQ^ I would rather call them doftrinal and 
impraBicable fermons ; being firmly convinced, 
that the praftice of true morality is impofTible to' 
fo fallen and corrupt a being as man, except by a 
real experimental knowledge of thofe divine in- 
fluences, which the gofpel encourages him to feek. 
The way in whidi this incongruity between the 
duties, and the powers of the agent, is, alas ! too 
frequently reconciled, is, by lowering the eternal 
obligations, of moral duty, according to the diminu- 
tive ftandard of carnal unregenerdte nature. Hencen 
many parts of conduft will be excufed as impoffible 
to be' avoided, and others omitted, as equally im- 
|>offible to be performed, becaufe te the unrenew- 
ed man they really are fo. The principles of 
aBion will be fafhioned on the fame moral bed of 
Procruftes ; and in the hands of teachers of this 
defcription ; and thus, however they may abound 
with the doftrines , of chriftianity, in the way of 
fpeculation^ the law and the gofpel will become 
equally impure. The real power of religion will 
be neither obtained nor fought for; the morality, 
which will be pra6tifed, will feldom extend further 

c <Kaci 




t£iah to a few estternal decencies, and even tKeie 
^1i be too frequently negleSed. The fcientific 
ittode of inftru6{ion will very rarely excite any. 
tfence. Oh the contrary, the teacher, whether 
word of mouth or in print, will be generally 
eenied as a man of fcience, and his fanEion for 
the difregard of real fpiritual religion, and a^ line 
of aondud conformable to the maxims and cuf-^ 
tbni^ of the world, will recommend him to mahy,> 
^ho ire refolved to feek falvation in fome other 
Way, than by the felf-denying dbdttines of the 
^ofs.. 

But, on the contraiy, when the other mode of 
inculcating the doSrines of the gofpel, which ina)& 
h^ called the experimtntat W2^, is adopted, the 
t^eB's will be altogciHer different. The teacher, 
m this cafe, makes iio difplay of his own talents^ 
sitid learning, for perfons, as critics, to pafs an 
uttcoricernea' judgment on his performances, 
•rtilch might be equally gratifying to their felf-im- 
|J6rtance, and hi& thirli of applaufe; He fuffcrs 
ffe)t his hearers gr readeis to remain unmoved* 
"ilii* thoughts of *lhcir hearts are made manifert; 
^d " Tboii ait the man," appears in every fen^ 
rcnte. He awakiens the confciences of men, aiid^ 
fiArihgs them before the bar of God; T'^^X view 
clemfelves in the glafs of God's holy laws as con- 
d^iiined criminals. Many fpeedily turn away 
l^ir eyes difgufted and offended. Having been 
Ibrig^ accuffiomed to confider their fpiritual ftate 
(If they confidered it at all) as '^ rich and in- 
w i)fea1&I with goods, and Having need of no- 
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-<* thingi" they cannot endure to open their eyes 
to the mortifying conviflion, that they arc ^wrctch- 
** ed, and miferable, and poor, and blind, ai^d 
•«« naked *•" They henceforth regard the teachef, 
<* as then* enemy; the deftroyer of their peace. 
They will hear or read no moiie of his doftrinc. 
He is an ofiFence. to them ; they are ever ready to. 
«* fhoot out their arrows againft him, even bitter 
^ words t," being the foremoft to excite or jo^n 
4n a p^ular outcry ; and, happy is it for fuch a 
teacher, that he is proteQed by the good and whole- 
.fome laws of our free conftitution, from much 
jxiorc :painful cSt&s of their refentment. The 
^difference between the oppofers of vital Chriftia- 
.xiity, in former times, and of the greateft perfccu- 
:tion, in the prefent day (to adopt the phrafe of a 
iate pious author) is " only the difference between 
*•' a lion loofe, and a lion chained." 

They, on the other hand, who cordially receive 

.thc^xperimental doctrines of the gofpel, are led 

-to feek and experience the real power ofgodji- 

nefs, with the various influences of God's blefled 

Spirit, and confequent holinefs of heart and life* 

The praftice of true niorality, that of God's pure 

>extenlive and fpirit\ial law in this cafe generally 

prevails. Virtue, ihou^ not without much op- 

pofition, raifes her drooping head, and vice is con- 

. founded. Their Teacher's words .flow from his 

lieart^ and Tcach the hearts of others ; fmce, « as 

-** in water face anfwereth to face, lb the heart pif 

c a <« man 

.,» Rev. m. t']. ^ttfai»i\^>ivj^ - " 
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* 

^ man to-inan V He has himrdf purfued, and 
is purfuing, the way which he points out to them; 
and numbers are led to follow his example. They 
know that he is not one of them who " fay aad do 
•* not," and they therefore become followers of 
him as he is of" Chriftt." 

This experimental method of inftruftion is that 

\^hich I have endeavoured to purfue in the fol- 
lowing very imperfcft difcourfes. My objeft has 
been, in the langucige of one of our prelates above 
cited, to (hew mankind, " plainly and honeftly, 
•* what they are, and what they ought to be." The 
general principle which I have conftantly fought to- 
keep in view, may be thus exprt-fled in the words 
of another Bifhop ; to fhew *' how much the due 
•* difcharge of a chriftian s moral duty depends 
•' upo/i the liyelinefs and ftability of his faith;** 
imd that " every principle of chriftian duty, every 
*' excrcife of faith, of hope, and of charity in all 
.*' its branches, every motive to the love of God, $ 
•* and of our neighbour, is conneQed with the 
*' great reliii;ious dodrines of the gofpel." This 
connexion it has been my aim to point out^ and 
urge in fuch a manner, that perfons may thereby 
afccrtain the true ftate of their own fouls, and how 

* fer they are really difciples of our crucified Re- 
deemer. It is natural to exped, that fome offence 
may 'be taken, by the favourers both of formalifm, 
and antinomianifm, at this mode of treating reli- 
gious fiibjetlis. Tht true chrifiiar^ faith appears 
Xome a principle equally diftin£i from the fyftem of 

both; 
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both; and I think L have the fupport of the iiw 
ipired writers, and of our reformers,, with the 
tiniverfel experience of real chriftians; and a whole 
volume of authotities might ealily be cited from our 
inoft orthodox divines, if requifitc, in aid of the 
iame truth *• It greatly aftonifhes me that any 
perfon fhould not fee this principle to be cott» 
dantly maintained in our articles, liturgy, and ho* 
lilies, efpecially in the laft-mentioned, which, h 
is to be lamented ^hait fo kw j2er(bns .among the 
many who profefs themfelvcs members of the 
Church ;of England, attentively read, either in the 
original, or in' the more modern ftyle of Nourfe, 
xw Sir Adam Cordon. The principle which I 
chiefly wiih to oppofe is the blending together of 
a fpeculative faith, and outward morality, and 
jnifrepreienting thefe as the whole of chriAianity ; 
Wth the ^ ptrnicicu s maxim'' (as the prefent Bp, 
of Rochefterjuftly terms it J *^tha»t practical reli 
^* gion and morality are one and the fame thing.** 
TheCb h^\t, ftaia their thoufapds a^nd their tea 
ihoufands. 

Shouldany 4)erfon continue to think differently 
from me on any of thefe points, I will not 
X}uarrel with them on that accoimt ; and hope that 
they will jiot with me. Let us mutually i)ear in 
niind the words of the apoftle, " Wiio Art thou 
^^ that judged another man's fervant? tto his own 
^> roafter ho (tandeth or falleth t." If this fliould 
jQot be the cafe wij^b all ilhe obje^ors jto thcie prin- 

4ciple% 

♦ The reader will find many Xuc^ itv Ot% i&oox*'* 
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*dples, I wHl flill indulge the hope, that their dit 
4>learure will be more than overbalanced by many 
.being led to " fearch the fcripturcs, wi which they 
^* think they have eternal life," and to difcern in 
ovhat manner rtiefe teftify of Chrrft * " I would 
^ifh all to adopt the conduft of the candid and 
iiberal Beceans, « receiving the word with all reo- 
^«« dinefs of mijid, and fearch ing the fcriptures 
^ daily, whether thefe things are fo .t" May Al- 
tmighty God continually difpofe our hearts to this 
t-praftice, .in all humility, fimplicity, and fincerity.;; 
ithat thus we may be guided together, by his Holy 
Spirit, imo alt truth:J;. 

How far Mr. WilberfoFce's reprefentation may 

5be juft, refpefting the proportion.o{ the profeffing 

«inenribers of our Church, who hold and teach the 

,do8rines of our articles, '&c. J .will not take upon 

•me to fay* He m u ft pofTcIs many more means of 

information on this head than myfelf. Ominous 

' .zs fuch a view of our ecclefiaftical ftate-muft ap-' 

^ar to.all perfons who^cobllyrefleft,it wHl never* 

thelefs afford them fatisfa6tion that the number 

of thofe who, embrace and affert '« the truth as it 

•** is in Jefus ;" notwirhftanding the qppolition of 

.*a corrupt world, has, of late years, confiderably 

ancreafed, and is daily iiicreafing. I fpeak here 

H>f the holders and aflertors of that truth which is at- 

*:tended with divine power ; a ruHng principle in 

*ffbe heart fufficient to *' make us free^, both from 

fthe condemnation apd the pow^^of iin. To the 

concurrents 

"^ John V gg. f Afls xvii.d-i. :5^ Jo\viixV\.i^% 

$ John vii i* 31% 
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conmrtxtt voice of ihefe, I am willing on the 
prcfeat, anfd every other otcafion, to add ntiy feeble 
vofce. The more adulterous and finful the gene- 
ration HI which we live, the lefs it becomes the 
fcflowers, and efpecially the miniftefs of Chrift, to^ 
& £({bdtined of him, and of his words, " the power 
^4f Gad iinto IklVation to every one that Be- 
«« lieVethV 

All good men muft furely cherifh the hope,* 
that divine light may again^ fhine bright in oui: 
temple of the Lord; that the original principles o£ 
our church may univerfally revive, to give to its 
venerable fabric both fplendour and durability^ 
The piiefent times, as Mr Wilberforce juftly ob- 
ferves, more than eyer uequire it. They do fof 
whether we confider the rapid increafe of licenti^ 
oufiieis and infidelity, or that declining reverence 
for eftablifhments of every kind, which is but toa 
eddent to the friends of tranquillity and order. 
" Venienti occurrite morbo." Obftinately to clofe 
oureyes againft the approaching, evils will not avert, 
but haften and increafe them. It now becomes all, 
and efpeci^iUy thcwatchmen of Zion, to be zealous 
and alert on their feveral pofts. The forty days 
are not yet expired, in which our Ipiritual Nine- 
veh is to be overthrown ; but who will venture to 
affirm that they are not at lead nearly begun ? Let 
us not trifle with divine vengeance ; but let us all, 
in our feveral ftations, feek and enforce the real 
power of godlinefs, which alone can ftem the tor* 
rent of vice and unbelief, and procure us the love 
and favour of God, our only certain protedion.^ 
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I cannot perhaps better conclude ihefe reflections, 
than in the infpired words of the Pfalmift, ** O 
« pray for the peace of Jerufalem : they fhall prof- 
'* per that love thee. Peace be within thy walls^ 
<« and plcnteoufnefs within thy palaces. For my 
*' brethren and companions' fakes, I will wilh thee 
«' profperity. Yea, becaufe of the houfe of the 
« Lord our God, I will feek to do thee good*/ 

. • Pfidm cxxii* 6. to the end. Prayer-book vcrfion* 



PRAYER BEFORE THE SERMON. 

ColUBfor thszijl Sunday after Trinity. 

** GRANT, we befeech thee, merciful Lord, to thy 
ftithful people pardon and peace, that they may be 
cleanfed from all their fins, and ferve thee with a quiet 
mind, through Jelus Chrift our Lord !*' 



SERMON 

ON 

Isaiah Ivii. 20, 21. 

The wicked are like the troubled fea^ when it cannot refi^ 
whofe waters cajl up mire and dirt* There is nopeace^ 
faith my God^ to the wicked. 

THERE is, perhaps, no error more com- 
monly prevalent in the world, than that a 
life of religion is a life of gloom and tor- 
ment Even were this really the cafe, there can 
be ho doubt that every truly wife man would ne- 
verthelefs embrace it, " looking forward to the re- 
« compence of the reward." But, to be "wife unto 
" falvation," is, alas ! the lot of comparatively few. 
The pride of '* the natural man" continually re- 
volts againft " the things of the fpirit of God," 
and they appear foolifhnefs unto him ; neither can 
he know them ; " bccaufe they are fpiritually dif- 
*' cemed." Yet, furely, if it can be made appear, 
both by the unerring voice of revelation, and by 
our daily obfervation in the world, that a religious 
life is not only more profitable in the end^ but 
alfo more agreeable in its progrefs^ than that which 
is worldly or fenfual: It may then be hoped 

[fT. Appkton^ Printer^ Stocktonr\ 
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that fome perfons may^be- led, at leaft, to give it a. , 
trikl^ who have hitherto entirely negleded it. 
And, this 1 purpofe, thrqugh God s afiiflance, to 
ihew, in the prefent difcourfe, that thus I may be 
innocent of the hlood of thofe fouls which perifh, 
if they will perfift againft conviBion^ in fonowing 
the rugged, thorny, and flippery paths of fin, 
Vhofe certain end is death. 

" Enter ye in (faid our Redeemer j at 
*^ the ftraight gate ; for, wide is the gate,* and 
*^ broad is the way, which leadeth to dcltru6tion, 
'' and many there be which go in thereat : Becaufe 

• '' ftraight is the gate, and narrow is the Vay which 
*' leadeth unto life, and few there be which find 
** it." The gate into eternal life is, indeed, 
ftraight, and thie way is narrow ; but, when we • 
have entered the gate, we IhaJl find the way fuf- 
ficientlytroad for the few pilgrims who are found 
talking in it; and, if tliey ftray neither to the 
right hand, nor to the left, it is full of pleafant- 
nefs and peace : Unlike the high road of fin, . 
crowded with travellers, all whofe rofes conceal 
the moft (harp -pointed thorns; whofe mofttempt- 

' ing fruits are poifons, amidft whofe verdant and 
tempting paths lurks many a fnakc unfeen, where 
many a quagmire, overgrown with flowers, de- 
ceives the unw;ary pafTenger to his deftru6iion. 
' " Is it not (afks a trOly pious author) much 
pleafanter .travelling, even on a rough pavement^ 
iban oa a quickfand* ?" But let me quit the ftyle 

of 

• Sec Henry's Plfeafantnefs of a Religious Life, i2mo* 
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of figure and allufion. On a fubjeft of fo much^ 
importance, I would not willingly permit the- 
hearer to fay of mc, with reafon, " Doth he nor 
"fpeak parables?" I would wifh, to point out to 
the (inner, both the evil and the folly of his ways, 
in fo plain a manner, that " he who runs mtay 
" read ;" and, having held up to him one direc- 
tion, faying, " This is the painful road to deftruc- 
"tion," I would alfo extend to him another fay- 
ing, « Tliis narrow path condufls through peace- 
" ful chearful fcencs, to the Chriftian Canaan ; 
" the heavenly Jerufiilcm ; the blifsful prefence of 
^ the everliying God." 

And, that it docs lead through peaceful and 

chearful fcenes, I may, I doubt not, fafely appeal 

to fome perfons who now hear mel Havethciy 

not found religion's paths, w;Jnch are the only patn^ 

oftrue wifdom^ to be alfo the paths of pleafitnt- 

neft and peace? Even though many fources of 

worldly comfort may have been denied them, yet, 

have they not poflcffed that within^ which has 

amply made them amends? Would reclaimed 

finners^ for the whole world, or for thoufands of 

worlds, return to " thofe things whereof they are 

'' no\\^ afhamed?" Oh ! let mankind but once fe- 

rioufly aflc themfelves, what pleafure they have in 

finful gratifications, and they will foon fee them 

in their true light ; that they are generally difficult 

in the acquifition, unfatisfaSory in the enjoyment, 

and nvofl painful on refleftion. It may ferve to 

throw light upon this truth, if we proceed to c^j^n- 

fidcr various worldly charaflers, which may be sltl 
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found, in a greater or Icfler degree, in ever)' rank 
and iituation of life. 

1. Let the covetous man bufy himfelf perpetu- . 
ally in heaping up wealth, in adding houfe to 
houfe, and field to field, what plea fur e (let us afk] 

. has he in thefe things ? Do not his riches tend ra- 

^ther to increafe than to allay his craving ? and, can 
there be comfort with.the appetite ftill unfatitified? 
It was the faying of a Heathen poet*j " Thede- 
'i fire of wealth increafes with our wealth itfelf." 
Let us confider, befides, the many cares and anxie- 
ties which will neceflarily attend this paffion, all 

.incompatible with peace and tranquillity of mind; 
alfo die frequent and various difappointmcnts 
which it will have to encounter, from what are 
erroneoufly called the accidents of human life, 
^d ftill'more from the jarring interefts of other 
men, whofe purfuits will fo frequently clafli with^ " 
and oppofe, his own. And, let us remember, 
that each difappointment in our darling paffion is 
bitter indeed-, while every gratification of it is al- 

'moft immediately forgotten in the dcfire of flill 
further indulgence. Let us alfo bear in mind, 
that the aflTettion of our family, and the good-will 
of thofe among whom we live, is always fweet and 
pleafing to our nature; and thefe the avaricious 
man will generally forfeit. Mankind are up in 
arms againft the monopolifer of that, which, if pro- 
perly difperfcd, would afford them numerous 

. comforts, whilfl it becomes only tlie torment of its 
wfctched owien 

For, 

• Juvenal. 
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For, it will be found, that, to the covetous man, . 

^pojf'fffion of his dear-bought treafure is equal- 

\y painful with the acquilition ; that it is attenided 

with equal cares and anxieties through fear of its 

Ibfs, while neither bars, nor bolts, nor bonds will 

fuffer his mind to be free from a^rehenlion an4 

miftruft. He will dread a fire to confume, or a 

thief to plunder, in every wind that blows; a be- 

toyer in every friend. Not only his days will 

be filled with uneafinefs, but his nights will be 

troubled with watchfulnefs.. Plundered treafures 

--deceitful friends — threatened loffes — ^hazardous 

adventures will all hover, round. his pillow, and 

not fuffer him to clofe his eyes in forgetfulnefs. 

While "the fleep of a labouring man is fweet, 

«' whether he eat little or much : the_ abundance of 

« the rich will not fuffer him to fleep *." 

He will find, alfo, that his very wealth brings a 
fitmiber of unavoidable expences along with it ; 
like thofe fruits which harbour the infetts that de- 
ftroy them. So true *^ is it, that, when goods in- 
*' create, they are increafed that eat them ; and 
*' what good is there to the owners thereof^ faving 
*' the beholding of them with their eyes t ? ' Or, 
perhaps, a prodigal child will be fent to diffipate 
the wealth too anxioufly obtained. ** He begetteth 
«* a fon, and there is nothing in his hand J," In- 
deed, if we confider the ten thoufand ways in 
which " riches make to themfelves wings,' and 
fly away, that man will appear to have a moft 

A3. * wretched 

*£ccL y, 12, f Eccli V, lit %T£*cc\,n% \^v 
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wretched dependence, :who looketh to them for 
his comfort ; who faith to his gold " thou art my 
mift,** and to his filver, " thou art my confi- 
** dence ;" and we (hall be led to confefs that there . 
18 no fpecies of idolatry " more fooUfh, as well 
** as more fmful, than covetoufnefs." 

But, let us imagine that the covetous man has 
t^^en fucccfsful.in all hispurfuits; that he has 
been permitted to heap together, and to retain in 
his chefts, his ftorehoufes, and his barns, what 
might have been as " eyes to the blind, and feet to 
«' the lame ;" and fhall '* fay to his foul. Soul, 
*' thou haft much goods laid up for many years ; 
• *' take thine eafe ; eat, drink, and be merry :" Will 
not the fmall, ftill voice of confcience continu- 
ally fuggeft to him, how foon, how very foon, 
•' his ibul may be required of him ; and, then, 
•* whofe (hall thofe things be, which he hath pro- 
" vided*?'' As he is about to leave the earth 
(Rich is this fenfelefs paflion) he will cling to it 
the clofer, and the more dread a feparation. Every 
trifling illnefs, every flight pain will menace him 
with the lofs of his^arling treafure ! And, when 
death at length approaches, to whom will he go 
for comfort? To his God? He will rejeft him 
with fcorn, and fend him back to the glitter- 
ing idol^ for whofe fake He has been fo long 
fet at nought. He will, perhaps, promife the 
Lord to bequeath his wealth in alms, and charit- 
able funds, at his deceafe. But, God will anfwer 
him, <^ Thou fool, thinkeft thou to facrifice to the 

Lord 

^ Luke xii. 19, 20. 
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^ Lord that which coft:^ thee nothing ? will thou 
" give xne only that which thou canft no longer 
" retain ?" Thou hadft the poor always with thee^ 
" the hungry, and the thirily, to have fed ; the 
" naked, to have clothed ; the houfelefs, to have 
"flieltered; the fick, and the prifoner, to have • 
" vifited with relief and confolation ; the unedu- 
*• cated, to have inftrucled ; and, have I not af- 
" fured thee, that inafinuch as thou hadft done it 
" unto one of the lead of thefc my- brethren (efpe- 
" cially among the true difciples of my dear Son) 
" thou wouldeft have done it unto me ; that not 
'* even a cup-of cold water, given to them for my 
*^ fake, would have failed of its reward ! But thou 
'* hall rejefted th^fe my reprefentatives, and I will 
" rejeft thee. Think not to fay what thou wilt do 
*' at thy deceafe. But, if thou wilt give unto me^ 
^ give immediately, and freely. '' Now is the ac^ 
** cepted time, now is the day of falvation ; nowy 
*' while it is called day ; the night cometh, when 
** no man can work." If thou wilt have treafurein 
" heaven, " fell all that thou haft, and give to the 
*' poor, and follow me." Give up thy fordid difpo- 
'^ lition, thy craving and infatiable defires ; the deep- 
*' ly-rooted propenfities of thy foul ; the growth of 
*' many years; thy very felf— thy heaven — thy hap- 
«« pinefs — thy all ; tear them up by the very roots^ 
*' and facritice them on my altar, or think jiof to 
*' become my difciple." Should he continue im- 
penitent, and God utterly turn away frbni him ; to 
whom will he next fly for comfort ? Who, indeed^ 
, QQ%ld beftow it, if he would ; and Vvov^ fc^ -uiouli 
be/low it^ if they coy^d ! If h& £0 vo \a^ I-^to^-^. 
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they hllve, perhaps, long looked With difguft on his 
felfifti paffion, which denied them the cuftomary 
^njoyments, and decent conveniencies of life ; have 
long liiice loft their affeftion for him ; and now, 
look forward to his death, and the divifion of his 
treafures, with eagernefs and defire.-.— If he go to 
his rich neighbours, they Vill either need comfort, 
like himfelf ; or will (hew him, in the liberality of 
their own lives, a fad reproachful contrail; every 
part of which will fill him with regret,' forrow, and 
difmay. Will he go to his poor neighbours? 
What ! to the wretched and defeafed Lazarus, 
who lay at his gate negleGted and defpifed : will a 
drop of water to cool his tongue be, at length, 
afked of him ? No wonder, then, that it is afked 
in vain, « Lo! thus fhall it be to the man, that 
^ maketh not God his ftrength; but, trufteth in 
•* the abundance of his riches,, and ftrengtheneth 
« himfelf in Jiis fubftance *•" 

2t But, let us pafs on to the confederation of 
another finner againft God : * The drunkard. Is ' 
his a life of pleafure ? If it be, it is the pleafure of 
a beaft ; for reafon^ and refleSion, and religion, 
the great difcriminating excellencies of man, . have 
all been driven from theirfeat, to make room for 
his brutal paflion. Before reafon be dethroned, 
there may be, indeed, fome delight (fuch as it is) 
from, the tafte of the liquor, and from the falte 
fpirits afforded by it to himfelf- and the compa- 
tiions of his revels : It may be fweet to the tafte • 

but! 

• Pfalm Ui. 7. 
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hut it is bitter in the ftomacfi : It may fmite in 
their faces, and fparkle in their cups ; " but, at the 
" laft, it biteth hke a ferpent, and lHno;eth like an 
"«dder* " '^ Who ((aith^the wife Solomon) hath 
\^oe ? Who hath forrow ? Who hath contentions ? 
Who hath babbling? Who hath wounds without 
caufe? Who hath rednefs of eyes ?' — And, we 
way add, who have impaired and worn-out con- 
flitutions, and premature old age ? Who have de- 
ranged or #iined fortunes ? Who have negligent 
or wearied friends ? I'he anfwer is tlie fame : 
'* They thai tarry Jong at the w^ine ; they that go 
** to feek mixed wine t." And if we take 
into confideration the drunkard's difqualifying 
himfelf for the duties of that ftation of life, unto 
which it hath pleafed God to call him, not only 
dtiring his fits of intoxication, but, alfo, from the 
effeBs of them afterwards, upon his powers both 
of body and mind : If we conhder his negleft of 
his family, with their confequent difrefpeft towards 
him; and, above all, his life of habitual difobe- 
dicnce towards God, and the ft ill more daring out* 
rages againft God's holy laws, of which, in every 
act of drunkennefs he rifles the commiflion; we can 
conceive him to pofiels neither joy, nor peace, 
nor fatisfattion. Nor is it uncommon to find that 
habits of drinking to exccfs, end in a ftate of con- 
tinual and univerfal fottifhuefs, from which a re- 
leafe can fcarcely be expefted, except from death 
alone. If joy exhilarate, the bottle is called in to 

increafe 

• Prov. x-xiii. ^2. + Ver. 29, 30* St^l^^,N»\\^\v 
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increftfe the delight; iF forrow dcprcfs ftronj 
drink is itforted to, to drown it in forgetfiilnefs 
and infenlibility : So that the very mercies and 
judgnicntvS of God, which occafion repentance of 
many other fins, only tend to rivet the chains of 
this, and bind them ilill more clorely. And yet, 
there are hours of rccolle£Hon, and forethought, 
when man, according to his exalted nature, will 
look both backward and forward. But, what, 
in thi« cafe, does the drunkard behoW ? A dreary 
void in the fcene of life, 'diverfified only by fre- 
quent paroxifms of intemperance; and, an awful 
eternity, in which he is afllired by the unerring 
word of God, " neither thieves, nor covetous, 
•'nor drunkards^ fhall inherit the kingdom ol 
" God * " What then can be fuch a life, but ^ 
fucceflion of infenfibility and torment ? 

w 

3, 1 might here, expatiate, at equal length, lipot 
the fufFerings o{ thtproitd man^ whofe ruling ppf 
fion aflumes ten thoufand varying fhapes, and i: 
oppofed by as great a variety in the diftates of felf 
importance to other perfons. " When pride com 
" eth (we are informed) then cometh fhame ; but 
" with the lowly, there is wifdom. He that humbletl 
•' himfelf fhall be exalted; but, he that cxaketl 
>" himfelf, fliall beabafedt." And, indeed, there i 
no paflion, againft which mankind more revol 
with one confent, and whofe views they more de 
light to fruftrate, than haughtinefs, arrogance, o 

felf 

* X Cor.vi. 10. See Gal. v. 21. Prov, xi. «• 
A. LuAe xiv, ji,-^ xvVu. i\. 
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felf-conceit. We are alfo afTured, that «' God re- 
" iifteth the proud, and giveth grace only to the 
*' humblie * :" that pride is an offence, of 'all others, 
the mod odious in his eyes: (hutting us out from 
ill the advances towards a holy life; from re- 
I pentance; from faith, which worketh by love, 
f andfrom love, which fliews itfelf in univerlal obe- 
■ dience. It was, probably, the fin by which 
the angels fell; It was certainly that, which, in a 
* great meafure, occafioncd the fall of our fir ft pa- 
rents, and, through them, of all mankind. It 
unavoidably leads to a ftate of fclF-dependcnce, 
with the confequent rejeQion of God. And, 
vhat can be the enjoyments, what can be the com- 
forts, what can bo the refleftions, of fuch a ftate as 
this ? Let the breafls of the proud return an an- 
fwer. We muft, learn of " Chrift, to be meek 
*' and lowly in heart, if we would find reft to 
*' our fouls." He hath pronounced his blefling 
tipon ** the poor in fpirit; for theirs is the king- 
*' dom of heaven +/' 

4. And is ambition more free from difquictude.? 
Are mankind lefs fond of power, than of felf-im- 
portance ? Do they not dread a fuperior in the 
one equally as in the other ? Will they not be 
€ager to hurl him from his elevation, who is am- 
bitious of rule and command ? I fpeak not now 
of perfons highly exalted above us; but, of thofe 
^ho are raifed a little above our own level, where 
room is ftill left for competition. And, let it be 

remembered, 

* * James iv. 6. 1 PeU v. 5, \ lA^X»v, ^. 



X2 NO PEACE TO Jfltf WiCftED. 

remembered, that, whatever may be a man's ] 
tioji in life, there will be others who ftand in 
relation to hhn, and who will be defiroas c 
ducing him to their own ftandard. Frequen 
appointments and mortifications, to the ambi 
man, mull confequently enfue ; many defires 
be left ungratified; many views imaccomplifhed, 
thoughts of God and religion, whenever the] 
trude themfelvesinto his mind, will be to the 
bitious man, only the fource of grief and 
quietude. ' He has never cried unto the Lord 
the humble confidence of holy David*, " O 
'« me upon the rock, that is liigher than I ; 
«^ thou haft been my hope, and a ftrong towe 
«' me againft the enemy. I will dwell in 
^* tabernacle for ever ; and my truft fhall be i 
<« the covering df thy wings.*' He hathnevei 
the heart-felt conviction, that, " power beloi 
« only unto God ;" and, therefore, it is not 
wondered at, that God (hould leave him tc 
upon the broken reed of his own might. 



♦ Pfalm lxi.'3, 4. Prayer-book Verfion, 
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J Shall forbear to enlarge on the Hate of die 
Glutton, *' ^vho^c God is his belly;" whofe 
" table is made a ftiare to take himfelf withal :'* 
iiis unhappy life bearing, in many refpefts, fo 
flrong a refemblance to that of the drunkard. 
Neither Aall I dwell on the rackiri^ tormentS 
of the envious or the revengeful man; unto whom 
the blelTings wliich God bountifully fhowers 
down on other men, arc a conftant fource of 
pain and uneafmefs; nor of the pafTionate or angry 
man perpetually troubling his own fpirit. I Ihall, 
alfo, pafs over the torpid and wretched ftate of 
the flothful man, with the dreadful lentences con- 
tinually hanging over his head, " Cut it down, 
" wliy cumbereth it the ground, Caft ye the 
" unprofitable fervant into utter darknefs. There 
" fhall be weepmg and gnaJhing of teeth." I 
fhall, likewife, omit the confidcration of any 
other defcriptions of fmnars againft their own 
fouls, for the fake of more particularly re- 
garding the three following: i. The -worldly, 
minded : 2. The " lovers of pleafures moic 
« than lovers of God*:" And, 3. The uncharit- 
able, who are to be met with in every rank and 
fituation of life; and, together^ include by much 

B the 
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the more confiderable portion of mankind. 

thcfc, there often appears no very ftriking f; 

torn, no very favourite purfuit; and the di 

^s frequently hidden from the fuffercrs t 

felvcs, and fometimes from their moft inti 

friends. But, our concern^ at prefent, is 

the enjoyments of thefe ttates; which the del 

many imagine to be very confiderable. 

cnquir)', it •will, I truft, be found far othcrw 

ikjl^ Then, of the zvorldly-mindecL — " 

are in a ftate, perhaps, of all others the 

irequendy condemned in the Holy Script 

becaufe, perhaps, it is, of all others, the 

common on earth. " I have ( faid our 

** dcejner to Jiis difciples ) chofen yoi: 

*« of the vorid *," " The cares of 

*' world, and the deceitfulncfs of riches, ar 

** lufts of other things entering in, chol 

** word, and it becometh unfruitful t." *^ 

^' Father, teep, through thme own name, 

^ whom thou haft given me, that they m 

-^ one, as WT are. I pray not that thou fho 

*' take them out of the w^orld ; but, thai 

" fhouldeft'keep them from the evil J." '^ G< 

♦« bid (laid Su Paul) that I fliould glory 

" in the crofs of -Chrift ; whereby the w^< 

^ erueified unto me, and I unto the wc 

*^ Love not the world (feid St. John] ncitF 

'^^ things that are in the world. If any ma 

*^ the world, the love of the Father is not ii 

/ John Kvii, J 1 . 1 5. \\ G2l\. V . 1 V 
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*' For all tliat is in the world, — the lull ofthc 
" flefli, — the lull of the eyes, — and the pride of 
" life, is not of the Father, hut is of the world *." 
" Ye adulterers, and adultereflcs (faid St. James) 
" know ye not, that the friendfliip of the world 
** is enmity with. God ? Whofoever, therefore, 
" wiil be a friend of the world, is the enemy of 
" Gcdf/* Thus, we find the world conltantly • 
Oppoled to Heaven, and *^ the children of this 
"wodd'' contrafted witlTthe "childrenof light J." 
Indeed, the numerous cares and allurements of 
this world are the mod powerful engines in the 
iands of our great fpiritual enemy. He, who 
" goeth about, as a roaring lion, feeking whom 
« he may devour," is continually fixing perfons, 
of every rank and ftation, to this world, that he 
may '' take them captive at his will ;" and hie 
filly prifbners hug the chains by wluch they arc 
enflaved. 

How many per fons do weobferve performing 
almoft every aft ion of their lives for the fakic 
of gratifying the world I " What will the 'world 
^' fay ? What will the world think ?" are queftions 
for ever in their minds, and- frequently in their 
mouths. They heap up riches, without being led' 
l)y avarice; tlicy diffipate them, unfwayed by 
prodii^ality; they amafs power, without feeling 
ambition; they are guilty of exceffcs, untempted 
by fenfuality ;~and all to pleafe the world. Their 

B 2 very 

* ijohn li. 15. 16. Scealfo 1 John iii. 1. — iv, 4, 5,—*; 
V. 4, 3. »<;. "f James iv. ^, 1 Sie I.uke.Kvi. 8.. 
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vcr)' drefi;, — their whole manner of life, — {Their 
fociety, — their recreations, — are all regulated by 
the fame ftandard. They'purfue diverfions, in 
M'hich they feci no delight, becaufc the world calL'J 
them pleafures ; thc)' wafte their time in tirefomc 
company, engaged in thc moll infipid amufements, 
or equally inlipidconvcrfation; becaufc thc world 
terms fiich modes of pafling time agreeable. I 
need not expatiate on the irkfomenefs of fuch 
drudgery as this^ which nothing (one would ima- 
gine) but fome great reward, could caufe them ta 
'♦iibrnit to. And, yet, what, in this cafe, is the re- 
ward? How does thc world repay them for their 
anxieties, their care, and trouble ? With its ap- 
probation^ or applaufe ?" Widi its wealth, or ho- 
nours? In truth, no, but with the mod mortify- 
ing neglcft and indifference. Where they ex- 
ped all eyes to be turned on them, they fre- 
quently find themfelves difregarded. Let them 
for a while retire from the world, and they per- 
<:eivc themfelves forgotten. Let them die, and 
*they are thought of no more. In the mean time, 
the world ftill goes on in the fame giddy round of 
Wanity and care, and their infignificant places are 
'filled by other triflers. 

But, th^re are worldly-minded men who pay 
not this flavifli regard to the opinion of the many. 
They imagine themfelves iu a fcene abounding 
with trcafures and delights, and they either take 
up with one or many, or rove fiom one to ano- 
ther, as their fancy leads them. But ftill here, on 
* this earth, they have collected all their trcafurc;-^ 
Acre thev have fixed th^r Hc^ns. >NV\evVv^x 
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fidies, or learning, or fame, or power, either zuholly 
or in turn^ allure them^ ftill it is the creature, and 
not the Creator, which engages all their afFcc* 
tions ; and, therefore, they are all unfatisfied. — 
It requires, indeed, no other wifdom than that 
which makes wife unto falvation, to perceive 
that the Almighty has communicated to man a 
reftlefs fpirit, whofe defires cannot be appeafed 
by any thing which this world affords. " The 
'^eye is not fatisfied with feeing; nor the ear 
•' filled with hearing * ;" and, doubtlcfs, for the 
wifeft and moft beneficial purpofcs ; that, finding 
no retting- place on earth, the foul may wing its 
flight, by faith, where alonetrue happinefs is to 
be found, to the manfions of eternal bleflednefs,— 
the prefcnce of the ever-living. God, where alone 
" there are fulnefs of joy, and pleafures for ever- 
" mote." The worldly-minded man is, therefore^ 
in this fenfe, putting, a violence upon his nature. 
He is a6ling in opposition to the principles, which 
God has eftablifhed within him,. . He is negle6l- 
ing the joys for which he wasdefigned, and vainly 
feeking others to which his powers are not fuited. 
We may conceive the extreme bitternefs and tur- 
bulence of fuch an internal conflift. And do we 
not ufually fee perfons of this defcription flying 
from one worldly fcheme or purfuit to another, 
in fearch of the happinefs which avoids them ; or 
elfe, overcome by frequent difappoimment, " fay- 
*' ing, in the morning, would God it were even- 
•* ing, and, at even, would God it were morning ?' 

B.g: Is 

•Eccl.i. «; 
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Is not the Sabbath, that day of holy reft and fpir 
ual pleafure, to otlirrs^ a day of gloom, — a heav 
"and a burthcnfome day, to them ? Do they no 
drcad its approach, and long for its departure.. 
*' that they may again fow corn, and fet forth 
^ wheat ?" Do they not feck, in vain, by ten thou- 
(and means to beguile its horrors ? 

And, think not, that this worldly temper, which 
I have been dcfcribing, is peculiar to any rank or 
ftation. Kvcn the poorcft frequently poffcfs it, 
though not, perhaps, in an equal degree with the 
rich. But we fee them continually, according to 
their little means, feeking happinefs in any thin^ 
rather than in religion, and as conftantly failing in 
their purfuit. How do we frequently behold 
them loitering away their holy-days on the benches 
of alehoufes, and their Sabbaths in the corners of 
the ftreets ; or, deeping over the better part of the 
day ! Though they find no other occupation far 
their mind, yet they will not fcek it in that 
gofpel which is preached to them; which, as 
it is fufficient to occupy the moft enlarged and 
cultivated mind^ is intelligible, and of equal im- 
ponancc, to the meanett and the moft fimple. 

2. But, let us now confiderthc ^ lovers of plca- 
^' fures more than lovers of God ;" — perfons who 
fecrifice God and religion, and whatfocver ought 
moft to occupy the mind of a rational and ac- 
countable creature, to their continual purfuit of 
worldly pleafure. And, thefe are they, whom 
:he fenfelefs multitude term of all men tlie molft 
lappy. Let us obfcrve whether they be really fo; 
^ we /hall find ihait the muUiludc: ^x.^^ *m iJcvv^ m- 
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,F'^| ftaiicc, as well as in numiE^rous others, deluded 
'"•f w a mere name. No one who now hears me, t 
' ^1 nppe, will have any difficulty in allowinfj God 
^'-' to be of a nature infinitely and eternally Happy, 
bej'ond meafure, and everlaftingly bleUcd. Will 
it not then folloy, that, inafmuch as man partakes 
of the divine nature, he will partake of the h^ppi- 
ncfs belonging to it? The mode of acquiring, or 
rather of recovering this, our Saviour and his 
apoflles have, bleffed be God, made known to us. 
It is to take on us Chrift*s " cafy yoke and light 
" burthen, and learn of him to be meek and low- 
^'' \y in heart :" It is to mortify our affcftions which 
"are upon the earth; fornication; uncleanneft ; 
" inordinate affection ; evil concupifcence, and 
** covetoufnefs, which is idolatry; for which 
" things' fake the wrath of God cometh upon the 
*' children of difobedience : That we fhould alfo 
" putofFall thefe, anger^ wrath, malice, blafphemy, 
" filthy communication out of our mouth : that 
*• we {hould lie not one to another ; htj aUo- 
" gether^ put off the old man with his deeds, and 
" put on the new man, which is renewed in 
*' knowledge, after the image of him that created 
" him * :" " That, with open face beholding, as in 
** a glafs, the glory of the Lord, we fhould be 
*' changed into the fame image, from glory to 
^** glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lordt." 
' Then, indeed, fhall we « find reft to our fouls." 
Chrift will ffivc us reft. God's commandments 

Witt 

♦ Co), iii. 5, 6. 8, 9, 10. See ?l1Co Rom» vllu 2Cj, 
s fCor^iii. 18. ©r, « of \V ^^^^ V^ '^^^'^^ 
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vill be no longer grievous to us; but ve fhaB 
fee and feel them all to be " holy, and juft, and 
« good." Our bleflcd Saviour will " not leave 
«« us comfonlefs; but will himfelf come to us by 
*• the Spirit of truth, the Comforter, whom the 
" world cannot receive, becaufe it feeth him not, , 
" neither knoweth him; but we (ball know him; 
" for he fliall dwell with us, and fliall be in us*.** 
And " the fruit of the Spirit'' will be not only 
•' long-fufFering, gentlenefs, goodncfs, faith, meek- 
*' ncfs, and temperance ; but alfo love, and joy, 
^ and peace t." 

But, can we expeft happinefs, from encoura- 
^ng in ourfclves a nature direftly the reverfe of 
this ; if, inftcad of feeking the adoption and fervice 
of Almighty God, we choofe for our mafter and 
father the devil, the moft unhappy of beings himfelf, 
and the great promoter of all mifery, a liar from the 
very beginning, who will not fail to deceive all 
thofe whwo put their truft in him? Which nature 
then,, ought we to encourai^e in^ ourfelvcs, the 
divine, or the diabolical i^ The fteps to the latter 
are by no- means many or difficult ; '^ earthly, 
" fenfual, devlifh." Such are the advances which 
too many perfons are making to their own certain 
mifery and ruin. And, will our great fpiritual 
enemy releafe hi$ followers from dhe many grie- 
vous difappointments, — the painful fufFerings, — 
the continual furfeits, — the defires glutted but not 
fetisfied; the certain attendants upon what ismii'- 
liamcd a life of plafure? He neither will nor can 

releafe 

^Joiinxiv^ 18. i6} iji i GA, V, 2.^, ^V 
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•leafe them. Wo unto men who thus forfakc 
e*' Fountain of living waters, and hc\sr out to 
thcmfclvcs citterns, broken ciflcrns, which Will 
hold no water;" who thws inifconceivc the na- 
re of their own being, and of the flute of trial 
which they arc placed. Is this world, like the 
'at ocean to Leviathan, a place for man to take 
paftime therein ? or is it a pilgrimage, a wildcr- 
Ts, through which w^e have to pafs, a S* \vafle and 
lowling wildernefs," w^here Godoccafionally fets 
I table" for ourfupport, and where we are pcr- 
tcd fometimes to gather the fruits to refrefh us 
3ur journey; but, where it w^ould be dircft 
y to wander in fearch of delights, forgetfid 
he good " land of promife" to which we are 
iening. 

Mor let the poor fuppofe thcmfelvcs uncon- 

ncd in the preceding defcription. The man, 

?ther high or low, rich or poor, w^ho continu- 

fccks his delights in the tranfitoryplcafuresof 

world, whether tlicy relate to " the lull of the 

cfh, the luft of the eyes, or the pride of life *," 

man is a " lover of picafurc, more than a lo- 

of (iod/' wandering from the only fource, of 

cc, of comfort, and confolation. And the 

neft are fometimes addifcted to thefc as w-ell as 

richeft. Call them to the w^ordiip of God, and 

meditation on his holy word, w^hich may be 

'* without money and without price," 

ch is in this country open to all perfons; 

cver\' trifling qxcufe will be an hindrance; 

cvery^ 
* I John ii. i6* 
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every lamb in their way, will he maj^nifiedintaar 
lion. Their families cannot be left. Their cloaths 
arc not fit to appear i?i. They do not feel tkm- 
fclves quite well. The weather is fo bad' The 
diftance is fo great. The road is fo dirty. Any; 
thing, however inconfidenjble, will furnilh tliem 
with a plea for the neglect of God. But, invite 
them to a feafl, a race, or dance, to fome placa 
©f exccfs, of noife, or merriment, at an expepce 
which will be feverely felt y and, here, no- 
thing will be fufRcient to prevent them- Their 
families, will be, fome how or other, taken care 
of, or left without care; their cloaths, fuch as they 
are, will be fufficicat, or they will beg or borroVf 
or fometimes even fteal, to provide better. Their 
health will be good enough for this. Let the 
weather be never fo bad ; the diftance never fo 
great ; the road never Co dirty ; through heat or 
cold, wet or dry, on the fabbath, or a week day, 
they haften to their fcenes of feftivity and riot, and 
too frequently of intemperance. And, what do 
they [hew themlllves in this, but *« lovers of 
*' pleafures," of earthly pleafures, of pleafures of 
their own fecking and framing '' more than 
*' lovers of God ?'* I confine myfelf to this fmgle 
inftance; becaufe inftances like this mark the 
/pirit ^f^hich influences tlic whole life; and that, 
I am forry to fay, of too many; far too many 
among the lower as well as the higher clafles of 
fociety. And, if they thus turn their backs upon 
God^ when they feek their joys and fatisfac- 
tions, he will afluredly turn away his face from 
ihemj- nor fuffcr the light of Uis couutcnance to 
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ftinc on them, and dart comfort into their fouls, 
and gladnefs into their hearts ; w ithout vhich, all 
their own attempts after pleafurc will end in fo*^ 
J^ow, gloom, and difcontcnt. 

3. There remains to be confideired only the tr;?- 
charitable ; and ihefe, alfo, like the former de* 
"fcriptions of finners, may be found in ever)' polli. 
tic lituation of life. The poor man mav fhew an 
^qual want of charity, who denies a cnift of bread 
^0 his poorer neighbour; whorefufes to vifit him in 
his ficknefs, to comfort 'him in his affliction, to 
^dp him when his ftrength faileth ; who is filled 
"^'ith envy of thofc above him, and arrogance to 
^ofe below him ; fecking occafion to ^eak ill 
^f them ; with pleafurc repeating t4ie tale of flander 
^rfcandal; who is backward to forgive injuries, 
^0 reconcile quarrels, to encourage innocent chear- 
^Inefs and good humour, as ever die rich man 
^^ poffibiy Ihew in the mifufe of his various ta- 
l^nts, of wealth, of power, or of learning. God 
'Ooks to the principles of our anions t " His 
*' Spirit fearcheth all things ;" " He is a ^fcerner 
^' of the thoughts and intents -of the "heart f * He 
JJ^deth not that any feould tcftify of man ; for 
"^ knowedi what is in man, and he often difccms 
^^ unfubdued and uncharitable a fpirit concealed 
*^^der rags, as under purple and ermine ; yet', we are 
^" commanded, both rich and poor, " to love one 
*' another ; to love as brethren ; to Tiave fervent 
^[ charity among ourfelves/' As we are to " love the 
*' Lord our God with all our heart, with all our 
^^ foul, with all our mind, and ^vtiv ?>\!i o>^\ 
^' ^^ngth;'' fo we are to '^ love o\xx tvqX'^o^^'^ '^ 
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the (knc ma^wxei^ at Icaft, if not in the fiimc cl*- 
gree, " as we love ourfelves." It was. tlic coin- 
jpand which mankind received at the beginning; 
and fvir Saviour gave it additional fanflion^ 
as a 7iezv commandment, by the peculiar ftrength 
with which he enforced it. *' A new command- 
J^ ment I give unto you, that ye love one anotlier; 
^' as I have loved you, that yc alfo love one ajio- 
*' then Hericby fliall all men know that yc are my 
« difciples, if )'e have love one to another." And, 
in like manner, it is made by the apollle one great 
teft of our love to God ; " If any man fay, I love 
*' God, and hatcih his brother, he is a liar : For he 
" that loveth not his brother whom he hath feei^ 
*^ liow can be love God whom he hath not feen ? 
^' And this commandment have we from him, that 
'' he who loveth God, love his brother alfo V 
And, can we, for an inftant, fuppofe, that God 
Avill blefshim, and give him joy and peace, who is 
afting in oppofition to thefe commandments? 
" The end of the commandment is charity, out of 
^' a pure heart, and a good confcience, and of faith 
*^ unfeigned t/' Can we imagine happinefs to be 
compatible with a nature fo entirely oppofite to 
the divine? "Everyone that ioveth is born of 
*^ God, and knoweth G-^ ' . 'le that loveth not,s 
" kiK)weth not God; fc: J-sd is love J." A 
very flight knowledge of what pafTes in the 
brealls of the uncharitable will convince us that 
their happinefs is injpoflible, if we confider the 

je^loufy 

^ / JoJin h\ 20, 2#* + 1 Tim, i. 5. ;{: 1 John iv. 7, 8. 
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jealouly and envy, by which they arc tormentcisis 
tor difappointed malice; their ungratified re- 
venge; their hardnefs and infcnflbilily of heart.; 
their morofenefs, peeviflmcrs, and ill temper ; all 
of which are the dired rcvcrfe of peace, comfort| 
and tranquillity; of joy and gladnefs; becaufe 
they arc all direflly the revcrfc of tlie infinitely 
<>ene\'olent, amiable, and affc£tionate nature (rf 
Cod. 

In the preceding reprefentations, I havefoibom 
to notice the many uncafineires and apprehenfions 
ijito which various defcriptions of imners are 
brought, through their being lempted to tranf- 
grefs the laws of the land in which they live ; as 
veil as the pains and penalties to which they arc 
thereby fubjefted. Neither have I much dwelt 
on the numerous difcouragcments and hin- 
drances, w^hich they meet with from other men, to 
their fuccefs in the world, or advancement in 
UFq. Neither have I confidtred thofe temporal 
judgments of Almighty God, to which the wicked 
are, certainly, peculiarly liable; thojugh dcfigned| 
m mercy and kindnefs by their heavenly Father, 
as warnings for them to forfake their lins, and 
turn to him with repentance. He will try oncci 
yea twice, by affliftions, to foften their hearts^ 
before he finally give them* over to their (piritu- 
al enemy. But, however merciful thefe warn- 
ings* may be in the end; yet^ they doubtlefs oc- 
cafion much immediate fufl5^ing; which mw 
juftly be reprefented as the fniit of their fm 
and difobedicnce. "rhere are, alfo, rasny other 
fufferings of the wicked, even in this Ufc^^v^hitK I 

C ^^ 
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'Aall leave to be fupplicd by your own k 
ledge and reflexions. If I were to attcm] 
defcribc them all, my prcfent difcourfe would i 
lefemble a volume, than a fmc^le fcrmon. A 
I Ihall feck, by the reprcfentation which I 1 
be enabled to give, on other occafions, of die cc 
forts, tlie joys, and pleafarcs of the Chriflian L. 
to allure to pict)'^, 4s I have now cndcavoui 
to deter from irreligion. Ixt me hope, that, 
%c mean time, thofe pcrfons, who have hither 
talked in the ways of fm and wickedncfs, wi 
'ferioyfly lay to heart the dreadful flatc of uncal 
nefs, and anxiety, and difappointraent, and Aiffci 
ing, even in diis life, into which they have beci 
deluded; and feek peace and happmefs where 
alone they may be found ; by turning, in good 
cameft, junto the Lord, that they may be con- 
formed to his image^ who is '' the God of all 
comfort and confol^tion," which can only be thro* 
Chrift Jefusj, the Saviour of mankind. Other- 
^'ifc, tfiough they may fay to themfelves, and to 
each other, " Peace, peace," yet ^ there is no 
•' peace :" no tranquillity, no happinefs ; but their 
^' breads are like the troubled fea, when it canr 
*^ not reft, whofe waters caft up mire and dirt. 
f * There is no peace feith my God to the wicked.*' 
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GRAYER BEFORE QR AFTER THE SERMON- 

ColUd for All Saints Day^ 

Almrighty God, who haft knit together thine etc£b 
in one communion and fellowfhipy in the myftical 
body of thy Son, Jei'us Ghrift our Lord: Grant us 
grace, fo to follow thy blefied faints in all virtuoui 
and godly living, that we may come tothofe unfpeak- 
•able joys^ which thou haft prepa«ed for them that 
uiifeignedly love thee, both in this life and the life' 
to come, [See i Cor»ii, 5, lo, &c.] through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord I 

* ' ' * ■ ■ ■ "I " • ■' ■ ■> ■ ■ — > 



SERMON 

ON 

pR^v. iii. ty. 

Her zoays are xoays of pUafantnefs^ and aH kef paffb 

dre peace^ 

T is obfcrvable, that, though Almighty God^ 
eflFeCls our falvation by the power of DiVine 
^race, yet, it is through theinfluence of fuch mo- 
ves as are fuitcd to out nature as rational beings, 
[caddreffes him felf repeatedly, in* the (acred va- 
line, to each of the feveral principles which aftu- 
e our conduft ; to our realon^ our ho^^e^ our 
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fear, our gratitude, our love, and every other 
principle and paffion, which he has implanted in 
the human brealt. While he " draws us withbonds 
^ of love," it is ftill "with the cords of a^nan^*^*" 
At oiie time, he fhew5 us the fuprcme happinefs 
which will be our portion, if we yield our hearts to* 
him. At another time, he brings forward, under 
theftrongcft images, the dreadful Hate of mifery, 
which- will inevitably be the confequencc, if we 
continue in a (late of rebellion. W^ fometiraes 
find him expoftulating with mankind^ reprefehting 
how greatly they are indebted to Ifim^ and how 
incumbent it is on them to make a fuitable return. 
Now, we behold him, appealing to the fined feel- 
ings of their hearts, and calling on them to flicM^ 
their love to him by the holinefs of their lives. 
^He alternately brings forward the prefent, and the 
ftiture confequences, both to the righteous and the 
widked. Nor can minifters do better than follow 
his example. Wc certainly err, if we dwell en- 
tirely either on the prefent or the future (late of 
man, to the exclufion of the other. Et*ernal re- 
wards and puni(hment.% inafmuch as they mud 
neceffarily furpafs any enjoyments or fuffcrings 
within the narrow limits of time, will of courfe^the 
more frequently be urged, as the (tronger motives 
ofaftiori. But,, then, we (hall do well to remem- 
ber, that what is pre;fent or near, has, .on that ver)'. 
account, peculiar force on the corrupt nature of 
man. With forethought capable of piercing, 
tliroughthc boundlefs regions of eternity, heofiea^ 

limits 

• Hofca xi. 4; 
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his views of happinefs or mifer)' to a day, or 
ur. For this reafon, I have endeavoured to 
/oHy in tlie preceding diicourfe, by a confi- 
)n of the lives of various defcriptions of fin^ 
hat there is no " peace to the wicked." Per- 
t now to attempt a brief reprefenlation of 
afing.contrafl afforded in a life of religion, 
fc ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all 
ife paths are peace/' 

:an- fcarccly have efcapedyour notice, that 
)piners reprefcnted in our text is attributed to 
1*, and not exprefsly to religion. Yet to* 
perfon, who has attentively obferved the 
r, from which our text is taken, it muft ap- 
hat the wifdom there defcribed is " the wif- 
. that is from above, and is pure and peace- 
t." It is therefleflionof the divine mind ; 
al reception of the whole counfel of God, 
ch a man becomes conformed iadifpolitions 
e to the divine will ; and is as diftinft and 
e from that wifdom which " defcendeth not 
I above," as light is froi^ darknefs. Of the 
it is aflerted> '^ In much wifdom is much 
'; and he that increafeth kn:>wledge increaf*. 
brrow ;J;;" and that God taketh the wife ia 
own craftinefs {.." It is the wifdom of" the 
Iren of this world," and is earthly, " fenfual, 
lifh ||. But, on the other hand, the wifdom 
I of in oun text,, which is the perfettion 
holinefs, and is attended with peace and 
ifnc&k Thefe comprehend within them 

every 

vers 3, &€, + EccKi, \ft. 1 \^* n» v^ V. 
§ Jam, lu, 15. 
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every fen fation of mind which is denrabk; aift 
if godlincfspoffcfs ihcfc, even on earth, truly maj 
it be faid to be, " profitable for all things, having 
" the promifc of the life that now is, as well as that 
^ which is to come.** By peace we may under 
ftand a perfeQ: freedom from fufFering, anxiety 
and difquictude: ,by pleafantnefs, the'^a^tualen 
joymcnt of real .confolation and blifs. Thct 
alone can be worthy our purfuit, either in time o 
eternity. In the latter, we are alTured, that the re 
wards of the righteous fliall confift, \Ji^ Of ai 
entire relcafe from whatever might occafion thei 
difquief. ^ Cod fliall wipe away tears from a 
** eyes ; and there fhall be no more death, ne 
" ther forrow, nor crying, neither fhall tliere I 
" any more pain ♦ : and, 2^/)', Of all which ica 
gratify and delight the mjnd ; " in God's prefeno 
*' (to which they will then be admitted) there 
" fulnefs of joy, and at his right hand there a 
«« pleafures for ever more t." The feprefentatic 
given in our text is neither more nor kfj* than 
the beginning of thefe. Indeed, we Ihall ney 
bave right conceptions of the happinefs of the i 
ligious, either In this world or the next, ut;itil ^ 
underftand them both, as different ftages or perio 
of the fame divine life begun in the foul. " I 
^ that belicveth on the Son of God (aflcrted J 
« John the Baptift) hathtitm^X life J." « Tl 
^ 1% life eternal (obfcrved our bleffed Redeem 
" himfelf, in his laft prayer to his Father) that tb 
^« might know thee the only true God^ and Jei 

"CVi 
^Rcv, xxi: f* +P&lm %Su iji. "5;. loVvtiV\\. ^» 
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thrift, whom thou haft fent */' " We know 
obfmcs the apbllle) that the Son of God is 
ome, and haih given us an undcrttanding that 
re may know him that is true ; and wc arc in 
im that is true, even in his Son Jefus Chrift. 
'his is the true God, and dernal lift t." Thefe 
Pages may Tuffice for the prefent ; fince, to cite 
ry one in which a prefent falvarion begun ia 
foul is cither affcrted or implied, would be to 
ifcribe a conficlerable part ol' the facred vo- 
e. 

laving thus prepared the way» we may now 
ceed to reprefent the enjoyments of ihc faith- 
in this prefent life, as conlilling, both of peace 
of pleafantnefs, which w€ may proceed to 
fidcr, 

I. As pofiiivcly declared in the facred fcrip- 

*s. 

I. As apparent from our obfcrvation in the 

Id, and the nature of things. 

\fter which, we may conclude with a brief 

PLICATION of this and the preceding difcourfe. 



. The fcriptures plainly alfert thdt the enjoy- 
ats of the faithful coniift of peace. The pt yce 



I 

nts 

veil as the pleafantnefs of their path, is exprelf- 
ieclared, as we have fecn, in the words of our 
[• But wlx), it may be alked, Wr.s it that made 
, declaration ? Was it Ibme low and ignoiant 
n who knew little of the enjoyments of ihe 

D world ? 

^ John A'vii. 34 \ \ JoYiu v . ^<i. 



QZ THE HAPPINESS OF A 

world? Was it fome gloomy and bigoted re* 
clufe, all whofe views, from long habit, had 
been confined to his books, his cloifter, and hi^ 
beads ? Was it a perfon in extreme poverty, whp 
ja(Fe6tcd to defpife what he could not obtain ? Or, 
was it fome perfon, who, with the pride of philo- 
fophy, fought to exalt himfelf in the eftimation of 
other men, by pretenrling to fuperior attainments 
and enjoyments ? It was a man of a very different 
defcription from all thefe. It was the rich, th(? 
accomplifhed, the powerful, the wife Solomon; 
, he who had been fo highly the favourite of 
« Heaven, and had Judea and fo large a portion of 
the earth adminiftering to his enjoyments. He 
tried all things : wealth, power, honours, worldly 
J)leafure, and worldly fcience. He tried them all 
to the utmoft extent of human enjoyment. Yet, 
\vhat does he declare them all to amount to? a 
mere fucceffion of ** vanity and vexation of 
**fpirit*;'* while the- ways of true wiidom, or 
religion ^^ are ways of plealantnefs, and all her 
•* paths are peace." 

The ftate of believers is reprefented as av 
tended with peace. As all the children of the 
true church were to be " taught of the Lord,'' fo 
^ ^reat was to be the peace of her children t." 
*^ The kingdom of God* eftabliihed within them, 
is diftingitiihed as confiding of peace. They have 
peace in believing. The firuit of the Holy iSpirit 
of God is peace* Peace was our blefled SaviotHr's 

* See the whole book 0C Ecclefiaftcs* 
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gacy to his difciples, faying, " Peace I leave 
I you : my peace I give unto you*;" a 
fo tranfceiidentiy excellent, that it ts repre- 
as ^^ the peace of God, vrhich pafleth all 
srftanding t.** There remaineth a reft (we 
affured) to the people of God J ;" and our 
x>rd makes a promtfe of it to all who will 
)ecome his followers. He invites them to 
I it. ^^ Come unto me, all ye that labour 
are heavy laden, and I will give you reft. 

D2 "Take 

m xiv, 27. + Philip, iv. 7. J Ileb. iv. 9* 
tnver. 1. 

l.es fages <le V Antiauit^ etoient bein fbus, qui 
;trc eclaires des lumiere die Uo foi^ & fans efperer 
lue chofe de meilleurf meprifoient Ics plaifirs & 
ichelFcs . ils cherchoienta U diftinguer par des 
pens extmordenaries & f\ peu natureh, & k. 
cr aiidefTus du refl'^. des hoxnmes, par une fu. 
rite imaginaix^e, Le5^ habik* gens d'entre eux ie 
lUoient d'efi difcaurier, en. pupblie, & agilfoient 
tnent en fccret. 

mcpn's des lichcfitfs etott, dans les philifophe^,. 
ifir cache de vc-pger leur mcrite de I'lnjufticc de 
tune, pir Ic mepris des mexn^s belns dont elle les 
(is : c'ctoit un fecret pour le garantir de I'aviU 
icnt de In pauvretc ; e'etoit un chemin dctourn^ 
aller a la confidcration qu' ih ne pouyoiexit avoir 
!s lichenTLS.*' 

above two reflexions of Rochefoucauld (under 
d '^ Philofophes et Philofophe." Edit. 1777, 
7 Ac.) will be found to contain in general but too 
ruth. Indeed, much true wifdom may be acquired 
ich books as his; Lord Chcflerfield's Letters, 
igton's Diary, &c. &c, refpeding the principles 
at>icc of unrffrenerate nature; but they are ex. 

dangcroMs to all pcrfons v:\«> Vuvi* -ft.^ ^\«a& 
Vf nature is 
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*' Take my yoke upon you, and learn of nie ; for 
*' I am meek and lowly in heart ; and ye fhall 
•* find reft unto your Ibuk. For my yoke isr 
^ eafy, and my burden is light *." 

But where in the facrcd volume, it may be afk- 
cd, is the life of the faithful rcprefcnted as conlift- 
ing of pleafanLnefs^ or aftual enjoyment as well 
as peace ? Befidcs the declaration in our text;, 

1. Much of our blefTcd Saviour's divine fcniion. 
on the Mount was occupied in reprefcnling the 
hrcffcdnefs or happinefs, which would attend all 
his faithful followers t, in the fcveral parts of 
that fpiritual dominion, which he came to 
cflablifh within their breads. We find alfo the 
father of Solomon frequently aflcrting, that be- 
lievers have delight in God's laws J. Calling Off 
the faithful to « be joyful in the Lord ; to ferve 
*' the Lord with gladnefs ; heartily to rejoice ii> 
** the ftrength of their falvation J." And the 
apoftles of our Lord reprefent the kingdom of 
God, the fruit of the Spirit, the faith of true be-, 
lievers, to conhll o?joy as well as peace ||. They 
defcribed the faithful difciplcs of our Redeemer^ 
*' as forrowful" in the eyes of the world, " yet* 
in reality " always rejoicing (tf) ;" " rejoicing with 

"joy 

* Mat. xi; 28, &c. 

+ " Makarioi'* in Mat. v. 3. to 11, might better be 
tranflatcd *' happy.*^' So Doddridge" has rendered it, in. 
his Paraphrafc. 

% See JPfalm i. 2. — xl. 8. — cxix; 16, 35. 47. 70. «5i.77.. 

^ Pialm c. 1. xc, 1; II Rom xiv, 17. Gal,' v. 2a, 

Roa^xv,!^ (a) 2 Cor. vi, ic% 
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**joy unfpeakable and full of glory*. And| 
4ey even exhort tbefc to " rejoice evermore t." 

2. We raay now proceed to confider the cnjoy- 
iDent of believers as apparent from our obferva- 
^on in thcworld) and the nature of things. 

This is the view, to which we principally con*. 
5ncd ourfelves, while confidering the unhappinefs 
^fthe irreligious, in our laft difcourfc. We did 
his under a number of charaQers. But the cha- 
fers of the religious will be found more uni-* 
onn, though, at the fame time, fince religion does 
Jot aSually dellroy, but rather modify and fub- 
iue the natural difpofition of the man, attended' 
vith a conliderable degree of variety. It is this 
variety of charafcler, which has laid the prcfent fub- 
|cft open to much miftake, mifreprcfcintation and 
perverfion. Men of weak and conrnfed judg- 
ment, when they fee an eameft feeker of falvation 
fiifl^ring under the conviction of God's broken 
law, or a believer mourning under a fenfe of his" 
!ienviining corruption, or fome tran<i^reflion into 
i/^hich he may have bci-n furpriTed; they will igno- 
rantly conlider thefe as the natural and conftaTit 
produce of religion. Nay, they will auribute the 
efie£b of conftitutional infirmity, r>f a iicklyframo 
of body, or difordered ftate of nerves, to the famd 
fourcel They will even conCder the religious 
man's refraining from many pur fuits, which, t« the 
worldly aflbrds a fort of gratification, as a dreadful 
addition to the mileries £)nd fufferings attendant oh 
piety. And if the beliiver, through a well-roeantf 

« 1 Pet i. viii. ^ 1 TVitS. V . \t. 
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though miftakcn zeal for religion, be led into air- 
Verities, with which religioJi \rSLS nothing to do-, 
thcfe will operate as fo many phantoms to frighten 
them from every advance to- it. 

What thefe perfons really miftake, others of 
grcalcr penetration^ but whofe hearts are more 
hoftile to viial chriftianity, will ariTully mifrcpre- 
fcnt and pervert. They will, on ':1 occalions de- 
cry and ridicule the needlefs diftrefs of mind, the 
inncceflary (Iritlncls, and the unrequired perform- 
ances, as they arc pleafcd to call them, of the 
difciplcs of the crofs. Profcffing perhaps to rcve*- 
fence true religion, (though it may be extremely 
difficult to difcovcr in what their religion conliftsjf 
they will (hew it no quarter umler the name of 
enthufiafm.*. They will, as far as their means, 
extend, perfecute its followers ; and hold it up to 
contempt in their hiftorics, their poetry, and their 
plays; and will fometimes condei'cend to introduce 
"H to. afford fport at their revels, in fome fiich 
motly garb as ancient monarchs ufed to provide 

for 

• *• There is m old {aylng (obfervecl Dr Knox) " givi 
•*a dog an ill name, and they'll hang him.*' '• Thus alio, 
;gtve the doftrine of grnce, though plainly rvanceli- 
dAL, the name of enthusiasm, or Methodism, and a 
.•• very great part of mankind will immediately cxplude 
•• it9 without the fligjiteft examination." 

** The name of methorli/lh^is been given to nil the Cler- 
** gy» Vfho preach or profejs the d«6lrines of the Refor- 
•* matipn, es exprefsed in tlie articles, homilies and 
•♦liturgy of the Church, to which they have foleranly 
•• a/sen ted and confented,. in the prefcnce of God and 
^'man/' ChriAizn Philofophy. SttUou ^^ \^o^^. 
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for thofe, whofe jeft and eccentricities were defign^ 
^toamiife their courtiers. 

Let us however venture to remove the mour- 
^rs cloak, and the fool's coat with which igno- 
'^ce and malice have too frequently disfigured 
^riftianity : and we fhall fee it appear like fbme 
graceful figure in painting relieved from the wret- 
^d frippery with which faifc tafte has encum^- 
Dcred it. Let us then calmly aik ourfelves, have 
fiot tlie truly religious more real enjoyments, and 
fewer difapoimments, troubles, and vexations, than 
the unbelieving, the worldly and the licentious ? 
OWcrve, I am not fpcaking of the hypocritical 
profL-fsors of religion, but of obedient believers^; 
To no other perfons, as it appears to me, can the 
Ihoughts of their own fouls, of God, and of futu- 
rity, afford any thing but dHquietude, and we have 
fcen, in our laft Difcourfe-, how infufficient are 
the purfuits of this^ life to afford them gratifica- 
fion *. It will furely not be denied by any perfon 
m\\o believes the ficriptures to contain the word of 
God, ,or indeed by any mind open to reflexion^ 
.hat we are capable of higher enjoyments than thole 
>ffenlcand imagination, or even of mere reafon. 

The 

* I knoT^r not where the reader will find this fo well 
Tprefented, in any book of human compofition, as in 
'*^ Law's Serious call '% and ** Chriftian perfeftion", 
ffpecially the former^ which I am happy to add, h^s 
lately been abridged b a Lady of Piety, to increaic its 
rircuhtion. See the charaftcr given of this Work, in 
Wrs More'5 exeJJent " Striftures eu Female Ed\x^%to«a'\ 
T/id of Cbipt^r 1 7. 
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Thf? greateft and wifeft men among the Heathem 
conflantly confefli d this. Surely then to be exclit* 
dvxi from alt the higher purfuits of our intelligent 
fouls cannot be a ftate to be deiired. And yet^ 
this muft neccfTarily be the cafe with all perfons 
except true believers, who enjoy communion with 
God, by his holy Spirit, This the Scriptures as 
vi<: have fecn frequeruly reprefcnt, attended with 
ptace and joy : and all without a fmgle exceptiod 
who have (incertly fought happinefs in thi^ wayf 
have conflantly met with it to crown their ^n* 
deavours. 

'• How (demands a late ^Author) (lands the real 
" ftate of that religion which we profefs ? We 
•* learned our Catechifmin our Infancy; wc read 
*^ the Bible at School, we go to Church like others^ 
•* we hear ani repeat our prdyers, but, have we^ 
^ indeed^ con(idercd our religion as our principal 
" concern ? Chriftianity is eitlier true or not truct 
•* If we believe it true, it muft be our chief con* 
*• cern ; if not true, then why mock we both God 
•• and Man by our hypocrify ? But, we profefi 
** to believe it trie. Have we then the fymptoms 
•* off*nccrc belief? Have we stny fecret txercu 
^ fes of the foul^ in converfe and commtmion with 
*« God ? Do we fpend any time with our own 
*' hearts ? Have we no fweet intcrcourfe with 
*' Heaven in folitude; no fervour of piety; no 
*® inward religion; no fpiritual lenfibility; no 
** pious ardour ; no fecret ftore of comfort un- 
«^ known to the world^ and which the world can- 
not 
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ot reach, locked up as a precious jewel, in 
e cafket of the heart? If we have not, we 
ive reafon to fufpeft our belief is inlincerc; 
eaic afluredly in that flatc, which requires us 

liftcn to the animating call '^ Awake, thou thai 
xpeft, arifc from the dead ;" for, we are dead 
God; dead to every thing, but that vanityy 
lich ever terminates in vcxaiion; dead to all 
)fe remains of excellence which have prefer- 
1 amidft the ruins of human nature fome 
nt veftigeof its original grandeur and grace, 
ike away the fpiritual lifc^ and you level 
n with the brutes. He becomes laimcdiately 
It the philofopbcTs of old called him, an 
mal with two legs, and w^iihout feathers *.: 
)w are the mighty fallen!. The wings of the 
;le ape clipped. He no longer eyes the gol- 
I fun, but grovels, like a reptile, on the 
th. You not only level him with the brutes^ 
J make him more mifcrable than they; for* 
,s forely fenfible of his evils, which they are 
He is fenfible of his forlorn condidon ;. 
tlible of the fliortncfs, and poilible evils of 

; he fuffcrs immaginary as well as real woe> 
1 fees the gloomy profpcd before him, 

gtavc opening to I'wallow him up, and tlie 
(libility of iomething bqond it. If we are 
t animals, then arc w^c of all animals mod 
ferablc. Our very pcrfeftions arc our banet." 

I know 

es Qt jinphimc, + Dr Rriox's C\\\ v^v^x^ '^'^'^^* 
Scfiion ^6, 
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I know that it will be extremely difficult to 
perfuade the worldly of th truth of this reprc* 
fentation, becaufe the fourees of enjoyment are 
fuch as they can have little conception of. But 
flill, it ought certainly to appt^ar deferring of their 
notice, that fo many perfons, in different ages, 
different tempers and difpoiitions and circumfUn- 
ces of life, have all folemnly proteflcd, that they 
never found any true happinefs, before they were 
truly religious, andxQiiftantly experienced it after- 
wards, infopmcli that they would have been 
unwilling to exchange the mod unpleafant fenfa- 
tions with wtiich their faith has been attended, for 
their higheft perceptions of happinefs previous to 
their believing; and numerous perfons have borne 
the fame tcftimony on the bed of death, or amidft 
the flames of perfccution. Arul have not \cry 
many of the votaries of plcafurc ainl of the world 
confcGed in feafons of fickneft, (iejcfction, aiid 
cfpecially at the period of their deceaic (a« indeed 
has been fuflicicnily apparent to the accurate 
obfervcr of their livcs,jthe entire eniptynefs of 
all their purfuits ? How will our men of reafon 
account for thefe things ? Can they bring forward 
a principle fufficient for that purpofc, or will 
they give up their eaufe? Too many will do 
neither; but imagine that the cry of cnihufiafm 
will anfwer every end. 

Yet cannot they conceive fome degree of hap- 
pinefs in the perfualion that we arc in the love and 
favour of God, growing in grace and prefling 
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ard to evcrlafting glory? Yes, they will 
Wc can conceive this attended >vith plea- 
ihough we beKeve it only the efFefct of 
[nation. Be it (b: ftill, the believer's (late 
(I will not at leaft be the worfe on account 
s, and his preient enjoyment is allowed to 
iperior. 
t us proceed now, to principles which u\\ 

readily admit. Human life is confcfledly 
juered with crufles and difapointments. Let 
ppofe, for an infiant, that tbefe happen alike 
, and it will n^'ver fureiy be pretendcxl by any 
fiey do not happen to the irreligious, at leaft 
ly with the pious. What principle then, 
reconcile mankind to thefe ? What princi- 
an do it lefs than af firm £uth, a lively hope, 
BTurt- d confidence* of the love and favour of 

and 'if being eternally happy in and through 

It has been remarked, of Philofophy, 

;afi!y triumphs over ills, both paft and future, 

prefem ills triumph over Philotbphy.'* Not 
iriftianity. Wliere this is real,, it fhines moft 
•icuou.sly ^^ in affliBions, in necefiities, in 
rcfles, in ftripes, in imprifonments, in tu- 
It8, in labours, in watchings, in faftings^.*^ 
that ha:» been feigned of the profeflbrs of 
fophy is realifed in the difciple of Cbrift. 
ibmits to the difpenfations of divine provi- 
>, not indeed with the infenfibility real oir 
ed of the ftoic, but with the fortitude of the 

Belkvcf^ 

• » Cor* vi. 4f 5, 
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Believer. He feels as a man, but he endures as 
a chrillian. 

Mittakc me not in fuppofing that I have been 
wiHiing to rc|^cfcnt the Chriftian life as void of 
fuff'tring. Rdeafcd from many of tlie diRrefles 
of other men, it has fiiffcnngs peculiar to itfelf. 
«' Wc mull take up our crofs, and deny our- 
<5 fclves." '' We ftiu^l enter into the kingdom of 
*' God through much tribulation." Our ftriving 
againO: tin, cfpecially our befetting is often 
as ii were d rchflaicc unto blood, the cutting 
off a rii^nt hand, or plucking oi4t a right eye; 
the rrucytyingofihe flelh, with the affections and 
lufts. *' The Captain of our falvation was made 
*' perfeft, tis a moi^ through fufFerings." " It 
^ behoved him to fuffir," andfo to enter into his 
glory; and it behoves all Kis faithful followers to 
•' fuffer with him, that they may be glorified to. 
*' gcther " with him. « Now no chaftening is for 
** the prefent joyous, but grievous: neverthelefs 
*' afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righ- 
♦'teoufnefs unto them that are exercifed thereby*.*" 
Befides to reprefcnt this important truth in the 
words of the excellent Kempis. " The rcgene- 
«' rate man, as be becomes more fpiritualifed, 
*' has a quicker difcernment of the crofs, wher- 
« ever it meets him, and his fenfe of the evils of 
" his exile, as the punifhment of his fallen life, 
*' increafes in proponion to his love of God, 
-*' and deiire of reunion with him. But, this man 

" thus 

* Heb. xii« tt% 
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^ thus fcnfible of o^fery, derives hope even fro n 

^'his fuffcrings; for, while he rullam> them w ih 

**meek and humble fabmilfion, thtir wtrij>hi is 

** continually diminifhing ; and what to carnal 

** minds is an objed of terror, is to him a pledge 

** of heavenly comfort. He feels that the Hren^ih, 

*' the hfe, the peace, of the new man, arife from 

^ the troubles, the decay, and death, of the old : 

•* and from his defire of conformity to his crucified 

* Saviour, as the only means ol reHoratioii to his 

^ firft perfeft ftate in God, he derives fo much 

^ ftrength, knd comfort, under the feverett tribu- 

^ lations, that be wifhes not to live a moment 

<* without them. Of the truth of this, the blcffed 

<*Paul is an illuftrious inftance; who fays of 

*<him(elf, ** I tak^ pleafure in infirmities, in re- 

, "proache«, in neceffities, in perfecutions, in dif- 

^trpffes, for Chrift's fake; for when I am weak, 

'« then I am ftrong*,** 

I forbear to dwell on the comforts of a goo4 
COnfcience; the luxury of doing good; the 
reipeft, and efteem, of the pious, and the wor- 
thy ; the good will, and confidence, of thofe who 
have witncffed his integrity; which the true chrif- 
tian cab fcarcely fail, to enjoy; but which he who 
^s on inferior principles muft frequently fall fhort 
pf. Let me haften to apply briefly the argu-f 
^ent of this and the preceding difcourle. 

E APPLl 
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m 
APPLICATION, 

Do you then, my friends, admit the truth ol 
the arguments which have been b ought forward; 
*1 -have endeavoured to render them in genera! 
Tuch, th*at to refufe your alfent to them wouk 
be to oppofe leafon, ^d common obfervation 
Are you convinced that chriftjanity has greatly th( 
advantage over irreligion, even in the prefeht life 
kh^t ^' her ways are ways of pleafantpefs, and al 
**' 4ter paths are peace, while the wicked are lik< 
*' the troubled fca, when it cannot reft, whofi 
<* waters caft up mire and dirt; that then 
*^ is no peace to the wicked." And, are no 
all the promifcs of God made to the faithful*? I 
it not declared that ** all things work togethe 
^* for good to them that love Godt?" And is i 
pot impoffible tp fhew a fingle bleffing, in all th 
Scriptures, p omiled to the wicked, either in thi 
life, or the next ? Are pot " indigpation an( 
<* wrath, tribulation and anguifh, denounces 
"againft every foul of man that doeth evil^? I 
** it not faid " the Lord trieth the righteous 
w but the wicked, and him that loveth violence 
<• his foul hateth : upon the wicked he (hall rail 
** inares, (ire and brimftone, apd an horrible tem 

'^ The Reader will find thefe well collefted togethe 
Ji>y ./' Dr ri^rk " in a Ijttle work publifhed in ijj^ 
f Rom» viiu 28, X RoiR» u% %» ^% 
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^ peft : this (hall be the portion of their cup*?** 

How then ought fuch convifclions as ihele to 

operate ? Ought they not to caufe you 

to be willing to embrace the gofpel; to attend 

the means of grace, with an hearty defire of profit 

ling by them; to ftrive againft all fin, praying to 

God for ftrength, to enable you to overcome itf 

The Gofpel brings its own mod certain evidence 

along with it. ** If any man be willing to do the 

*' will of God, he fhall know of the doftrine whe- 

^*therit be of Godt." You will not furely deny 

<he principles, that we ought '' to do jiiftly, love 

^ mercy, and walk humbly with our GodJ,** 

And if you perform thefe, or earneftly and hear- 

% defire to perform them., you will come (hort 

^f nothing that is good. Efpecially, obferve 

^^^ laft claufe. ' " Walk humbly with thy 

\ God;* For « God refifteth the proud, and 

g^Veth grace unto the humble J". Are you 

then 

^falm. XI. ^^6, + John.vii. 17. "Ean tis thelee, Sec. 
5 It is worthy of observation that Paine, in the former 
P?xt of " the Age of Realon,'* page 2, bringing forward 
^*s Creed, obferves " I believe that religious duties confift 
^ in doing juftice, loving mercy, and endeavour in fr to 
jHake our fellow -treatures happy, *' To walk humbly 
^ithour God, which the prophet reprefents as one of the 
^hree requifites, Paine well knew to be too oppofite to hit 
♦yftem of ififidelity; and therefore finks that claufe in a 
fOrt of unmeaning repetition of the two former : for 
^ t intv, the endeavouring to make our fellow- creatures 
h;»|>py conveys no idea which is not contained *i^' 
doing juftly and loving mercy. 

^ James iv. 6. 1 Pet. v. 5. See Job xxii. 29. Ft 
,€xxx vi/i. 6. Fr6v: iii, 34, — — xxix, t^, \A.^U Y.>lvif% 
fXf Luke u S2^ xiv, ix»— — kvVu. \V ^^« ^^' 
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then willing to forftke your fins, even tliofc 
Vrhich moft eafily befet you; to ceale to do evil, 
to learn to do^well, to turn to God, and kek your 
hftppinefs' in him ? ArC' you willing to do this 
in bis ftrength, not in your own; in the way which 
he has appbintedj<'through his dearly beloved fon? 
Are you willing to feek every thing, both for 
time and eternity, in and through him ; to 
be entirely -at bis mercy, to be altogether 
his? If fo, you are not far from the king- 
dom of God. But if you are inwardly de- 
termined to make a reserve of this or that finful 
purfiiit; if you are refolved to withhold this thing 
from God, to comply with the world in that, to. 
gratify your own inclination in another; how is 
it poffible that you fhould ever truly become the 
Difciples of Chrift ? Does he not fay, ** If any 
« man will come after me, let him deny himfelt, 
'^ and take up his crofs, and follow me : v^hofoever 
*' d6th not bear his crols, and come after me, 
^« cannot be my difciple *;" Whofoever forfa- 
keth not ^11 that he hath cannot be my difciple*? 
Why will you then vainly hope to be Chriftians. 
on other terms than he has propofed ? What wal 
ihe covenant, into which you entered at your 
Baptiim ? Was it not, i . that you ''(hould renounce 
•* the Devil, and all his works; the pomps and 
^ vanities of this wicked world, And all the fin- 

« ful 

^ Mat* ItVit 24, &c. Mirk, vn'u 34. Luke, ix, 23.. 
ad xiv. 27, + Luke. xiv. 33. fee verfe 26. Mat, x« 
^7» Deut» xiiu 6. Mat, xix. ii, ftftaodsj* LukCi, 
*^# a^M^d 2g. tec. &c. 
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« ful lulls of the flefli: 2. that you fliould believe 
<<all the articles of the Chriftian faith : 3. that you 
*^ (hould keep God s holy will and command* 
*^fflents, and walk in the fame all the days of 
•*your life*?'* Do thefe, or be defirous of doing 
them, and you (hall be chriftians indeed; (halt 
enjoy all the bleflfings, all theconfolationsofthe 
Gofpel, both in this life, and the life to come. 
You (hall find Chri(l*s commandments not to be 
grievoust; his ** Yoke to be eafy and his burdea 
light." " Religion's ways will be ways of pleafant- 
«« nefs, and all her paths peace;" 'till at length, 
they will terminate in ^fulnefs of joy and pleafures 
•<for evermore." 

Which may Almighty God grant to us all, 
for the fake of his dear Son, Jefus Chrift our 
Lord! Amen. 

* Sec Catecbiiin aod 0£c« for BaptiDo f t John; v. g. 
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• PRAYER BEFORE THE SERMON. 

CoMfor AJJi'Wcdnefday^ and for the whole of Lent, after 

the ColUBJor the Day. 

Almighty and everlafting God, who hateft nothing 
that thou haft made, and doft forgJve the fms of all theqa 
^at are penitent; Create and make in us new andcontritg 
^arts: that we, worthily lamenting our fins, and ac^ 
I^nowledging our wretchednefs, may obtain of thee, the 
^od of all mercy, pcrfe£b remiflion and forgi\rene{s, thro*^ 
JcAis Chrift our Lord : In y^hok. prevailing name and- 
Vordsj we conclude this oujp prayer f 



IB^ 



A 

S E R k O N 



OH 



It is txpfidicnt Jor you^ that I go aufojf : Jofy if J'gOiW^t 

'"""" "' ' ' % 

oujmtfsy and of judgment : Of Jm^ becau/e ikty ittliei/ff 
not on me j of righteoufnefs^ btcaufi J go to my fapfierr 
' and ye fee me no more; ojjudgment^ hcaiffcfhc Prince 
of this zuorld is judged, " 

WE may eafily conceive the feelings of ^\xk 
Lbrd> difciples, when he made known to 
them that he fliould fpccdilydcpart. He had frequently 

A fpol^en 

[fT. Jf?pl€ton^ Printtr^ StocUouT^ 
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1 

fpoken of this as a diftant circUmftance ; but 1 
length rcprefcnts it as what was almoft imiredi? 
to happen. " Now I go my way to him that 
*' me *. This intelligence was too much for tl 
It overcame all their faculties t. Sorrow J 
their heart ; and they could not fo much af 
him, " Whither goeft thou ?" He therefore, 
that indulgent kindnefs which he ever fh( 
them, proceeds, without delay, to admir 
confolation to their affliQed fouls. — ^^ Neve 
** lefs," (faid he) t. e. however unpleafant the 
dings may be, " I tell you the truth/' Then 
Icjw the words of pur text, " It is expedient," 
He rcprefcnts his going as expedient for ti 
and abfolutely neceflary, in order to their re 
ing the Holy Ghoft, the Comforter, in thofc 
effufions of his facred influences, in which he 
now to be given to the church of Chrift. 1 
had been feveral times fpoken of during thh 
d«dr*lj6rd'"s laft difcourfej. They forme 
frihcipul fubjeQ. To thefe he direfted t 
for fpiritual, light, ftrength, and comfort :- 
the fpiritual manifeftation of himfelf andiii: 
thcr, to their fouls i — for communion not 
'i^itK the dUmal jehovah. Father, Son, and ] 
Ghoft, but alfo with all the Members of the 
Spiritual Church, which " God manifeft ir 
"flefli," " purchafed with his blood/' An 
that heavenly prayer to his Father, with whicl 
difcdurfe concludes, he, who could not ; 



^John xvu 5. f ver. 6. 5. % John xiv. 15, to 
jrw sS. Alfo, the continuation o£ qui ttxl 10 vt.Tc. 
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cede in vain, fupplicate$, that thcfe fupremc 
bleffings fbould not be confined to the exifting 
generation, .but (hould be extended to all,' iii 
every age, who fhould " believe on him, through 
"their word*." The prayer, and the promifCi^ 
were " unto them, and their children, and to all 
"that were afar ofF, even as many a$ the Lord 
"our God flipuld call t/' 

But, how was it (foine perfon may poflibly 

afk]th^t thefe bleflings could not have been'be- 

ftowed on the Chriftian church without -our blcf- 

fed Saviour's departure ? To this it may be an- 

fwcred, that there are many '* fccret things,'* in 

the counfels oMnfinite Wifdom, which " belong 

^ unto the Lord our God,** and that we ought 

not to feck to be " wife above that which is 

** written." Confining ourfelves, Tiowevcr, u> 

the revealed word, we are not left in the dark on 

this important fubjeft. We are affured that all 

thefe ineftimable bleflings are the purchafe of pur 

dear Lord's incamadon, of his obedience, his 

fufFerings, his death; — of hi$ having fulfilled ajl 

righteoufnefs : — of his having performed all 

things which his Father gave him to do. When 

thefe were fully accomplifiied, then, and not till 

then, hefaid, *' It isfiniihcd, and bowed his head, 

** and gave up the ghott :" commending his fpirit 

into the hands of his heavenly Father, from whom 

he received it. Then, he burft the b(3nds of death 

and the grave, " feeing it was not poflible tLat he," 

• A 2 the 

• John xvii. 20. Sec to vcr% z^% i A.S*u**>>^^^%%. 
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the Lord of life and glory', *' fhould have been 
« holden of them." Then the Holy One of God 
faw not corruption. Then, in {jfic fublime lan- 
guage of the Plklmift, " the gates, the everlaft- 
•' ing doors" of the heaven of heavens, lifted up 
** their heads, that the King of Glorv might enter 
f' in*." ** He afcendcd up on high ; he led cap- 
*' tivity captive; he received gifts for men ; yea, 
*« even for the rebellious; that the Lord Godt,'* 
the third perfon in the glorious and incomprdien- 
fible Tfinity, the Holy Ghoft, the Comforter, 
*^ might dwell among them ;" might fdrm his 
^ temple within their bodies t ;" might enlighten, 
renew, and fanftify them,- — make them partakers 
of the divine nature,— -fill them with all the ful- 
.nefs of God, and render them " meet to be par- 
^ takers of the glorious inheritance prepared for 
** the faints in light ||." * 

It is true, our dear Redeemer, being " th» 
*<* brightnefs of his Father's glory, and the exprefs 
^ image of his perfon, and upholding all things by^ 
^* the word of his power *," ^^s " full of grace 
•* and truth;!;," poffeffing all the treafurcs of divine 
goodnefs and wifdom from everlafting to everlaft- 
ing. But it was not until he became " the ful- 
^ nefs of the Godhead bodily +," taking upon hinj- 
fclf " the form of a fervant, being found in the 
^ Ijkenefs of Inan J ;" it was not until he had "be- 

'^ CQflje 

♦ Pfa. xxiv. 7> 
■fPfalm Ixvlii. 18. See Eph. iv. o, &c. Ji.Cor. vi. 19, 
ij Cor. vi. i6. ||Eph. i. 17, 18, «&c. Tit .iii. 5. Rom, 
jcK. x6, 1 Cor, vi. ia. a Pet. 1.4. ^^H. iii. 19. Col. 

Philip, a. e, J. 8^ 
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^ come obedient^ • and that even *« tmto death,** 
the mod painful and ignominous death of the 
QTofs ; then alone he purchafed an inteieft, an in- 
heritance, a prefent pbffeflion, in ail liis divine 
graces/or us^ that " of his fuhiefs we Aight all re- 
*« ceive, and grace for grace *.'* He then became 
<* the head over all things to his church t." He 
fully fatisfied divine juftice : He bare the fin^ 
of many ; • yea of all. «* All we lik« flieep have 
** gone aftray, we have turned every one to his 
** own w^ay, and the Lord laid on him the iniquity 
^ of us all ;J;." He deftro'yed the enmity, as it 
Myere, nailing it to his crofs. His Divine nature 
gave fuch an infinHe merit to his obedience and 
lufFerings in the nature of man which he bad af- 
fumed, that now there was no longer any impedi- 
ment to the free exercife of divine love and 
mercy. * God could now be "juft, and thejiifti- 
u fier of all who fhould believe in Jefus.'* J' God 
<« was in Chrift, reconciling the world unto him- 
a felf, not imputing their trefpaffes unto thejn If.**- 
And it now only remained that mankind fhould 
accept the offers •f mercy, and, by faith in Chrift, 
become " reconciled to God *." 

So, infinite was the love and mercy of God, 
that this glorigus pardon and acceptance through 
(aith in the Redeemer, was open unto -all who 
would embrace it, even from the fall of man ! 
Qod then entered into the gracious covenant, that 

*♦ the 

* 

•John. i. 16. See Col. i. 19. Rom.xv. 29. Efhm 
U 23. iv, 13. f Eph. i. 20. 21, 22. iv* 15. CqI- i. i^. 
/ 7xai. Iki. 6. I 2 Cor. vv. 1^.. • \H't.^^* ,, 
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•^ the M'oman's feed, our great Imnianuel, God 

manifeft in the flefh, Ihould bruife the head of the 

fcrpent ; fliould deftroy the power of Satan, the 

old ferp^nt, the enemy of God and man. God'& 

Spirit ilroxfe with man, againft his inbred corrup* 

tions, and '« evil heart of unbelief" from the very 

beginning. Though many, at every period *, re* 

fiited him to their eternal lofs and condemnation^ 

Jbe (till ftrove, in order to lead them through the 

promifed feed, to everlafting falvation- We have 

only to' nead the t ith chapter of the epiflJe to the • 

Hebrews, to fee that many illuftrious faints ia 

all ages, received the blcflings of falvation by 

iakh in the promifed Redeemer. They fav^ 

Chrifi'i day^ thou^ obfcurely, anjd were gladt, 

*' efteeming reproach for Chrifi greater riches 

?' than the tr^afures J" pf this worH. " They all 

^ died in faith, not having received the promifes^ 

^^ ibut having feeo them afar off, and were jperfua- 

*^ ded^of thexn, and embraced them, and confefled 

>' th^ itbey were ftrangers and pilgrims in the 

^ earth ||.'* Aodeven of the Ifriaelites in the wil- 

demefs, though " with many ^f them God was 

*' not well pleafed," and *' they were broken ojBT 

*' through unbelief*,'^ y^U ^^ are affured, '' they 

^ did all eat the fame fpiritual meat, and did all 

" drink -the fame fpiritual drink : for they drank 

^^ of that fpiritual Rock thai followed (or went 

^ with) them; and tha^ rock was Christ."— i- 

Xhey, as well as ourfelves, though by means of 

fa^rifices 

/^ABs vu. 51, 52. f John viii, 56. Afts ii. 25, to ^^^ 
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lacrificcs and other types in fomc meafurc cb- 
fcure, had the ineftiniable privilege of " feeding 
" upon Chrift in their hearts, by faith with 
"thankfgiving*." 

Butj ftill, it was not until our bleffed Saviour s 
departuiwrom the earth, having finiihed the gresii 
woik of our falvation here below, in order to in- 
tercede for ever for all the members of his Churchy 
and plead the infinite merits of his obedience and 
fufferings in their favour ; it was not till then that 
the Holy Ghoft, the Comforter, came in alt that 
fiilnefs of divine influences which we have ali^ady 
noticed. Then he began fully to eftablifli the 
Redeemer's kingdom on, earth ; the kingdom 
Df grace here, leading to the kingdom of ^lory 
lercafter ; that kingdom refpefting which our 
Lord dircfled his difciples to pray eameftly that^ 
it fhould come: thaf kingdom which is within 
us, and conlifts of " nghteoufnefs, 'and peacCf 
^< and joy in the Holy t;" that kingdom for which 
#iey were direSed to wait, until they were endued 
iiv'ith powei' '' from on high J ; power not merelv 
to enable them to work miracles, and fpeak wita 
9ther tr>nsues (as in the firft age 'of the Ghriftian 
church) but to remove all their impenit^ncy and 
unbelief, and to purify all their corruptions : 
that kingdom, in order to which, it was promifed 
Lhat the comforter Ihould produce the glorious 
:ffc£ls recorded in our textj that he fliould re- 

provcj 

* Communion Service, 
+ Luke xvii. 20, 21. Rom, xiv, !*(■* 

Lukcxxiv, ^^. X Ads u» ^^ &.c*v\^&.t* 
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prm'c, or rather convince the world, ijl^ Of 
2dly^ Of righteouftiefs : '^dly^ Of judgmcr 
Let us proceed, then, to confidcreach of 
in the order in which it is fct down, together 
the reafon affigned for it by our gracious 
decmer, whi* may fervc clearly to e#plai 
fpiritual natiire* 

ijl^ " He (hall convince the world of fin ; 
#* caufo. they believe not in Chrift/* You 
obferve that I ufe the word convince'^ inftea 
reprove : The reafon of >\'hich I hope you 
he"aBleto underftand v/ithoutany long dif( 
tion oh the meaning of the original. You 
find our tranOation thus corre£lcd in the ma 
of mSny Bibles: and, with reafon; for, th 
ve can eafily underftand what is meant b 
Holy* Spirit reproving of £n, yet wc fliou 
quite at a Ipfs to copiprehend what is mea 
bis ^ reproving of righteoufnefs ;" and coul 
very readily ejiplain his « reproving of judga 
But| HE may convince of all die three. 

tji^ In what fenfe, fhall he con 
the world of fill, becaufc they believe n 
Chrift ? ,Obfer%'e, He Ihall convince them c 
becaufe^ihcy believe not on Chrift. Thei 
believing on Chrift is the reafon why he fl 
convince them of fin. Their not beinj^ 
vinced of fin, is the reafon of their not belie 
and HE Ihall therefore convince them of fi 
order that they may believe in Chrift. They 
know their own fouls in danger, before 
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^an iruljr apply for fyccour. They muft krtow 
Acir fouls difeafed before they can truly apply 
for a cure. <'The whole need not a physician, but 
they that are ftck;'' and only they who knew themr 
felves to be fick will apply to one. There may 
^^ "balm in Gilead,'' a fovereign balm, for all 
^v'oiukIs r<nd difeafcs of. the foul, but they who 
fancy their fouls to be w<*ll and whole wili have 
none of it. Our divine Saviour came to call, 
nqttte righteous, but finners to repentance; and 
riiofe who know thcmfelves to be finners wili 
alone obey his calL He came to fcek and to 
fevellvem that are loft. It was the weary and 
^he heavy Jadcn whom he invited to him, that he 
naight give them reft. It was the mourners whom 
^E pronounced blefled, and to whom he promifedT 
comfort. It was the poor in fpirit, to whom he 
offered the kingdom of htaven. ** For thus 
" faith the High and the lofty One, that inhabit- 
'^ ^li eternity^ whofe name is Holy ; I dwell in 
" Ae high and holy place ; with him alfo that is 
^^ ^i ?t contriie and huvibk fpirit^ to revive the 
^ fpirit of the humble^ and to revive the heart of 
** the contrite one. For I will not contend for 
** ev6r, neither will I J)e always wroth : for the 
** fpirit fliould fail before me, and tlie fouls which 
** I have made ♦." 

This, then, is the conviQion fpokAi of in our 
text4 a^conviftion that humbles the foul, and fills 
Hwith contrition ; a conviction which caufcs it, with 

Job, 

♦lia* Ivii, tj, i6. See dxapA^vv, a* 
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Job, to " hate and abhor itfclf, atid repent as in 
*• dult and aflies.'* It is a convitlion, inward, 
deep, fpiritual • not merely a i>erfuafion of the 
mind, bat a feeling conviftion of the heart. We 
anull not merely say to God, with our Churchy 
*' We have crrci, and ftrayed, from thy 
" ways, like loft flieep : w€ have followed to© 
*' much the devices and defires of our own hearts : 
*' we have offended againtt thy holy laws : wc 
*' have left undone thofe riiings which we ought 
" to have done ; and we have done thofe things 
*' which we ought not to have done ; and there is 
*^ no health, no fpiritual health whatever^ in us, , 
** But, thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, mi- • 
«' fcrablc finners */* " We acknowledge and bc- 
^' wail our manifold fins and wickednels, which 
'* we, from time to time, moft grievoufly have 
*' committed, by thmight, word, and deed, againft 
'* thy Divine Majefty, provoking moft juftly thy 
*^ wrath and indignation againft us. We do ear- 
♦' neftly repent, and are heartily forry, for tbefe 
*^ our mifdoings j the remembrance of them is 
^* grievous unto us; the burden of them is intoler- 
'* able ; therefort have mercy upon * us, have 
*« mercy upon us, moft njerciful Father t." ' We 
muft not only say, but feel this. It muft be the 
language of our hearts. Our Church meant it 
as fuch ; anil, if it be not fo with us, we are as far 
from poffefling the neccffary qualifications, as 

members 

* General ConfeflTioo at Moning Prayer. 
f General Confe flion in iht Comm^ttioti ^t^vci^^ 
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Members of the Church of England, as thofe 
^qiiifitefo true members of the fpiritual Church 
of Chrill ♦ 

B 2(f//, 

• " Suppofiftg an unintcTcflcJ perfon were to drop 
**into thealVcmbly (obferves a pious author) and were t>> 
**afk me, Pray, Sir, are yt)u m jeft or in carnefl in all 
**this? What fliould I anfwcr him P Doth the reader 
" fliuddcr at the bare poflibility that the thing rcmaiiw 
** doubtful ? Well then may 1 ! But yet, am I not in 
**jeft, if the folemn exprcflions I have uttered with jny 
'* tongue be not in exaft correfpondence with the fcnti- 

* mcnts of the heart ? Ami not injeH^, if I profefs myfelf 

* to be a intferabU fmner, while yet I.n^vxr felt my mifery 
' in fm? Am I not in jeft: to tell God, that there is no 
'• health in mc ; that is, no health of foul, not tHe linallefl 

degree of goodnefs, to recommend me to his mercy,; 
and yet fancy myfelf a very worthy chara£^cr, and one 
juftly entitled to his divine favour ? In (hort, am I 
not in jeft, not only while reading the prayer, but 
going through the whole of the church fervice, to fpeak 
of the burden of fin as intolerable, which I never felt ; 
of being heartily forry* for my mif doings, for which I 
never truly forrowed in heart ; and of earnejlly repents 
tng of my manifold Jim and toickednefs, unconcerned, aU 
the while, how many, or how aggravated, thofe m^ni. 
fold (in5 are ; and unconfcious what earnejt repentance 
(which is the gift of God) means ?" 
** Solemn Qucilions for ScrioufS Chriflians, who pro- 
fcfs themfelves to be Members of the Church of £ng« 
land, as well Miniftcrs as People, &c, by Robert 
Hawker, D. D. Vicar of Charles, Plymouth,** &c, &g, 
N. B. This is among the Trafts of the " Religioiu 
Traft Society^ at Darlington.*' 

Permit me now to fliew you how the learned Chilling* 
Drth preached on this fubjeft, t. e, the infmcerity of 
ir prayers, before King Charles I, and his Court. i 

«* And then, for the Lord's PraytiT, l>A%'5\a^\.TP>a?^x\%^ 
4r lie unto Cod, for the Inoftp7LTt^^c\^^^^i^xo^J^\^ 
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2(I{'^r But who arc they whom the Holy Ghott 
is to convince? The anfwer is plain, *'"Thc 
*' world." The whole world. All who ftand in 
need of redemption by Chrift Jefus. All whom 
Chriil came to fave. " God looked upon the 
<* earth ; and behold^ it was corrupt ; for all flefli 
»* bad corrupted his way upon the earth t." God 

«faw 

*• and for wafil of dcfiring indeed wliat in words w€ pny 

^« foT^ tell him to his face as many faliie tales as wc make 

'« petitions* For, who flicws by his endeavour, that he 

•* defires heartily that God's nameJhouU be hallozccd ; that 

'^ is, holily and religiouQy worfhipped and adored by alt 

** men ? That kit ktngdotn Jhouli be advanced and w 

•* Urged; that kis Uejed toill fiould be nniver/aUy obeyed? 

•' Who HiewSf by his foriaking (in, that he dedres fo 

•* much as he Ihould do the forgivencfs of it ? Nay, who 

•' doth not revenge, upon all occalions, the afironts, con- 

'< tempts, and injuries put upon him, and fo, upon the 

^•matter, curfe himfclt, as often as he fays, Forgive us 

'* our trefpaffesy as zoe forgive them that trefpafs againft us? 

** &c, &c. Now, beloved, this is certain ; he thatcm* 

** ploys not requifite induftry, to obtain what he pretends 

•* to defire, does not indeed defire, but only pretends to 

•* do fo. He that defires not what he prays for, prays 

•' with tongue only, and not with his heart ; indeed, does 

>* notj^r^^ to God, but play and dally with him. And 

** yet, this is all which men generally do, and therefore, 

^* henrinalfo accomplifli this prophecy, " Having a form 

"** ^^^'^«$/^> ^^^ denying. tJie power thereof,*' &c. &c. 

-' + Gen. vi. i2. 5.- - " If I (hould reckon tayou 

^' how many dire^ lies every wicked man tells to God 

••* Almighty, as often as he fays Amen to thisybr«i of god* 

«* /mf/}, which our Church hath prefcribed; if I (hould 

;•* prefent unto you all our aMing of piety, and playing 

'■** of humiliation, and per/onating of devotion, in the 

*' J^aimSf the Litanies^ the ColleBs^ and generally in the 

-^f ^alej^kt^ I (hould be inftnite," &c* ^^^^^^OTkl 
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*^ faw that the wickednefs of man w'as great upon 
^' the earth, and tha' every imagination of the 
*^ thoughts of his heart was only e\'ii continual- 
ii ly*'» ;; God looked down from heaven upon 
^' the children of men, to fee if there were any 
*• that did und^rftapd, that did feck God. Every 
** one of them is gone back : they arc altogether 
^ become filthy ; there is none that doeth good, 
•* no not one t,** "Both Jews and Gentiles, they 
*'are all under fin. God hath included all under 
** fin and inunbelieF. There is not a truly righteous 
*'man in himfelf upon earth. All have finned, and 
** come Ihort of the glory of God. The whole 
** world lieth in wickednefs," or (as it might be 
tranflated) in the wicked one, in the very arms 
and power of Satan; they lie contentedly,. with- 
out ftruggle, quietly lulled afleep : all except the 
'* little flock," of Chrift, who are «« not of the 
" world, as HE was not of the world f ." Nay, 
«« we arc all bv nature the children of wratn even as 
*• other:*/* '' Man is very iar gone from original 
" righteoufnefs, and is ot his own nature inciine4 
" to evil, fo that the ftefh lufteth always contrary 
** to the Spirit ; and therefore, in every perfoiii 
" born into this world, it defert'cth God « wrath 

B 2 «(aiiil 

• The Hebrew worti fignifies not only ** injtgjnations^** 
but alfo the purpofts *' and dtfira.*' Dr. BUynsy, See 
the margin of his Bible, in Loc, 

+ Pfalm liii. ^,3. See this paffage, Ac. cited by St. 

Paul, in Rom. iii. 10. 19. See alio the whole of the 

tliree tirft chnpters of the Romans,. 

f Rom, in, g, & 2, 3. GaI. m. I'l. '^o\rt* ^\« 'J^^* 
r. 12. 1 John V. 19. J^u levVu \\, \&. 
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" and damnatiou *." Such arc the humihating 

rcprcfcntations ^vhich the Scriptures, and our 
Church, give of all mankind; the world, the 
^vholc world, whom the Holy Gholl was fcnt to 
convince, inwardly, feelingly, experimentally, 
convince of fin, that they might be faved by 
faith in the Redeemer. Obferve, here is no ex- 
ception of the mofl decent, orderly, generous, 
humane. Neither the Scriptures, nor our Church, 
know any fucb terms as applicable to man in his 
natural llate. " They are %ftranged from the 
'' womb : they go aftray as foon as they be born> 
'' fpcaking lies t. The heart is deceitful above 
".all things, and defperalcly wicked. Who can 
" know it ?i. " Out of the heart proceed evil 
"thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
" thefts, falfc-witnefs, blafphemies {." " Works 
'S (all works whatever) done before the grace of 
*' Chrift^ and the infpiratibn of his Spirit are not^ 
«' pleafant to God, but, we doubt not, have the 
" hatiire of fm Ij," 

!- 3^/)', But let us proceed to confidcr ivhat he Is 
thus to convince all mankind of? He fliall con- 
v^ce the world o[fin. ' Obferve, it is faid, of fm^ 
not merely of their fins^ their outward or actual 
nanrgfeflions. David was fenfible that his fms 
were more in number than the hah's of his head; 
they went over his head as a grievous burden 
too lieavy for him to bear ; yet he ft ill prayed 
that he might be cleanfed from his fecret fins. 
■ ' He 

♦ Article g. f ' Pfalm lviii\ 3. \ Jer, xvii. 9. 
j Mat. xv: i^ \ Ar-AcU \^, 



BY THE HOLf GHOiT. §5 

He was fully fenfible that he " was fiiapen ia ini* 
*' quity, and in fin did his mother conceive him* " 
St. Paul felt the convidlion that '^ in him, that is^ 
" in his flefh, dwelt no good thing t.'^ He did 
not utter this as an unmeaning compliment to 
Cod, but h^Jelt it. When firft convinced of fin/ 
on his journey to Damafcus, fo great was his af- 
fliftion, that '' he did neither eat nor drink for three 
*^ days J." The three thoufand converts alfo, 
on the day of Pentecoft, were « pricked in their 
** hearts;" and, in diftrefs of foul, exclaimed, 
" Men and brethren, what fhall we do § ?*' The 
jailor at Philippi ** came trembling." The 
juiking of the earth was fcarcely greater than that 
rf his foul. His urgent language was, «* What 
'< ffiall I do to htfaved \\ ?" Salvation was what he 
now felt the want of; and no comfort did he find^ 
all he believed in the Lord Jefus Chrift to the 
lalvation of his foul. " The Tpirit of a man will 
'« fuftain his infirmity ; but a wounded fpirit whft 
'* can bear ?"tf Allow me to Ihew you now how[ 
3ur pious Reformers, in the Homilies of oui^ 
Church, fpeak on this moft interefting fubjeft,— . 
w When men feel in themfelves the heavy burden 
^^ of fin, and fee damnation to be the reward of it, 
^« and behold, with the eye of their mind, the hor^ 
'* ror of hell ; they tremble, they quake, and are 
^* inwardly touched with forrow of heart forthei* 
*^ ofiences, and cannot but accufe themfelves, and 
^ open their grief unto Almighty God, and call 

B 3 ^^upoa 

•Pfelinli. 5. fRom.vii.iS. 1^,K8aVK, ^. 

f A.6ls iu 57. // A.fts xvi, ac), ^o • a^i^^ * -jln vL\, >^ v 
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it 
** upon him for mercy. -This being done fcri- 
^ oiifly, their mind is fo occupied, partly with 
" forrow and hcavincfs, partly \vith an cariieft 
** dcfirc to be dehvcred from this danger of hell 
** and damnation, that all dcfir: of meat and drink 
" is laid afide, and they loath all worldly things, 
« fo that they like nothing more than to weep, la- 
*' ment, mourn, and with words, and behaviour 
" of body, to fliew themfclves weary of life*." — 
This depth of diftrefs w^ill be found, however, 
by no means univcrfal, but moft commonly, when 
the fins have been peculiarly great or exaggerated, 
and efpccially when they have been fuch as have 
involved other pcrfons in their guilt, and that 
Bej'ond remedy; or when, for want of a clear ex- 
|>lanation of the gofpel, the mode of falvation by 
Chrift Jefiis is not even mentally underftood. la 
this latter cafe, the Tinners, appearing to themfclves 
without refource, with a full conviflion of their 
numerous tranfgrefTions, and the heavy judgments 
of God as by a hair fufpended over their heads; 
it is not w^ondcrful that fome, efpccially if their 
conftitution have that bias, fliould be overwhelm- 
ed, for a time, with the gloom and horror of def- 

pain 

* • Firft Homily on Fading. This rcprefentation by 

tjur ReformTdrs may very polfibly appear too llrong to 

Jerfons Who have felt nothing of the kind. Should this 
^e the cafe, I would refer them to the following peniten- 
tial Pfalms, which, being tlie language of ivfpi rut ion, they. 
will not, I hope, difpute. In thefe the colouring muft 
bo allowed equally vivid ; and, I doubt not, that many 
Jiunjblc fouls will delight in them, as equally naturali See 
r/alm y;. 25. 58. 51, & 130. 
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pair. With others, efpecially fuch as clearly uii- 
oerftand the plan of laK atiori by a crucilitd Sa* 
viour, this full extent of fufferingv^illj I conceive, 
Vi^ry rarely take place. 

But, /low^ it may be afked, does this convic* 
Uon of fin arife in the foul? I anfwer, from the 
liiw, the written law of God. *• Sin is the tranf- 
" grcifion of the law ; and by the law is the know- 
'' ledge of fin." It is written, ♦' I had not known 
K*n.)t bcentraly acquainted with its nature, '^ex- 
cept tte commandment had faid, " Thou fiialt 
" not covet." Then, for the firft time, it appears, 
i^ the language of our Reformers, " that concur 
'' pifcence and lud hath of itfelf the nature of 
'' fin *-" We then fee that " the law is fpiritual, 
f but we are carnal, fold under Cnt;" and th^ 
anguagcofthe heartis " O wretched man that I 
am V I ) fhall deliver me from this body of 

' death :J;?^' 
It will ufually happen, indeed, that the con- 

idion of fome outward atl of fin, will lead to 

lis. Thus David firft felt convicted of his mur- 

sr of Uriah, and his adultery with Bathflicba : St.. 

'eter of having denied Chrift : St. Paul of hav • 

ig pcrfeculed him in his faithful difciples ; and 

le tfiree thoufand converts, on the day of Pente- 

3ft, of having " taken him," in the fle(h,>^ tnd 

by wicked hajnds crucified and flain {." 

And let us not imagine that the grtatnefs of the 

iftrefs is a cei;]t?in mark qf the decpnefs of the 

. . convifiion, 

• Article 3. + Pom. vii. 14^, tV^r*2.\* 
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conviftion, and the reality of the repentance. 
The deepcft waters frequently appear the leaft 
troubled. The tears of Peter contained more 
godly forrow than the defpair of Judas, or the 
terrors of Herod. The heart of Lydia felt more 
genuine repentance, when, without a ftruggte, flic 
received the things which were fpoken of Paul, 
than that of Felix, notwithftanding all its trem- 
bling when " Paul reafoned of righteoufnefs, tern- 
" perance and judgment to come." Let us be 
careful not to deceive ourfelves on a fubje3 of fo 
great importance. However this ccMiviftion may 
begin in a dread of the punifliment, it muft ex« 
tend to a hatred and abhorrence, of fin itfelf, of 
all fm, fo that we would not, for the world, but 
be releafed from fin, even if there were no punifh* 
mcnt attached to it ; otherwife we fliall never *< for- 
*< row after a godly fort," but our very ** repentance 
•' will be to be repented of,*' This alone is a "re- 
«' pentance towards God,** a repentance firom dead 
works, or as our Church reprefents it, '* a repent- 
•« ance whereby we forfake fin*;** a repentancCi 
the beginning of real converfion, with all true 
holinefs of heart and life. We ihall not, indeed* 
have power over all fins till we truly believe. 
But, we fhall hate and abhor all, and fliall be en- 
abled to forfake many, efpecially fuch as are out- 
ward. We fliall not fay of any, « Lord, panlon 
^ thy fcrvant in this one thing." « Is it not 
^ a little one r We fliall continue ftriving 
againft fin, even though it be a refiftance unto 

blbocL 

^ Cateclit&ii« « 
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bloot;!. Our prayer to God ^vill be, like that of 
the Pfalmifl, ^' Search me, if there be any way of 
" wickedncfs in me, try out the ground of my 
"heart. Prove me, and confider me; and lead 
'* me in the way cverlafting." 

There is only one point more which I fliall no- 
tice with rcfpe£t to conviction of fin, and that is 
the abfolutc neceflity of a convitlion of the fin o( 
'Unbelief. Before we can truly believe, we muft 
be fcnfible not only of a " heart deceitful above 
" all things and defperately wicked," but of " an 
" evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
" living God *.• 

The necefCt)^ of this has ftruck fo forcibly on 
fome pious minds that they have explained the 
conviftion of fin, fpoken of in our text, as almoft 
entirely relating to it. '' He fliall. convince the 
*• world of fin, . becaufc they believe not on me ;** 
that is, fay they, " He fhall convince the w orld of 
^* their fin in not believing on me-'' This appears, 
lowever, conffclerably to leflen the force of the 
cxt ; efpecially as we confider the conviflion of 
mbelief as included in that of fin in general, and 
idmit the ncceffity of this convifclion equally with 
hemfclves. Nay, we are firmly pcrfuaded, that^ 
mtil the convifl'ion of " an evil heart of unbelief 
ake place, the foul never can be truly humbled 
n the fight of God, and fitted for the reception 
)f true faving faith in Chrift, It feels not it« 
vant of this, and never can truly fcek it. It has 
lo firm and deeply rooted perfuaficn that this is 

*« the 

♦ Hcb. iii. 12*. ^ 
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" the gift and operation of Cod ;" and therefore, 
it will not fupplicate for it earneftly and entirely 
at his hands. It will either reft in a falfc, ftiper- 
ficial, and delufive peace, or vainly exhauft itlelf 
in felf-righteous or felf-confident efforts of ks own; 
ignorant, meanwhile, that *^the condition of man, 
'^ after the fall of Adam, is fuch, that he cannot 
*^ turn and prepare himfelf, by his own natural j 
*' ftrength and good works, to faith and calling j 
*^ upon God. ♦" But, when the foul truly per- 
ceives that there is in itfelf no principle whatever 
of falvation ; that it muft be " favcd," if at all 
" by grace." free unmerited grace *^ through faith, 
** and that not of itlelf, it is the gift of God t; not 
" of works** in any (hapc or degree whatever, either 
of repentance, faith, or holinefs, but of grace and 
grace alone ; then it is truly humbled and brou^t ' 
low ; then k is not far from the kingdom of Cod; 
who, while he *« refifteth the proud, giveih grace 
•« tmtQ the humble X-*" 

But, an objcciioii to what has been faid may 
poffibly arife. It may be urged, '• If this w 
^* conviction of fin, we can never admit that the 
^' Holy Ghoft docs c€Mivincc the zuorld^ or even 
*' what IS called the Chriftian world, the inhabi- 
" tants of thofe countries where the gofpel is pub- 
^' lifhed," It may be anfwered, we do not 
confider the text as applicable to any others, but 
muft leave all others to fuch a mode of fah'ation 
as aa infinitely wife and loving God may deem 

mofli 

> 

^Article to, f£ph. ii. 8. ^Janx%sW»S, I'S^X. ^.c^. Slc, 
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I fitting. We c^Hfickr this conviflion of fm at 
icable only to fuch perfons as ane called on 
elieve in Chrift, in the prefent full and com-' 
I difpenfation of his gofpel^ under which we 
I the happinefs to live. But, ftill it may be 

^ All fuch are not thus convinced of fin." 
I muft be very readily admitted. So far from 
:omparatively ve^y few are thus convinced, 
ill's flock, even in what are called Chriflian 
s, is ftill a little one. " * Wide is the gate, 
id broad is the way, that leadeth to deftru3ion, 
id many there be that go in thereat; but 
aight is the gate, and narrow is the way that 
ideth unto life ; smd/ew there be that find it t." 
rt \sull be faved, therefore, ftriye," agonize 

enter in at the ftraight gate ; for many will 
•k,'* coolly indifferently feek « to enter ini 
id fhall not be able J." The plain faft appears 
e this : The Holy Spirit fhall convince all of 
in the fame fenfe as Chrift died for all : that 
il who will receive him. « He ftands at the 
K>r of their hearts, and knocks, and if they will 
ar his voice, and open unto him, he will 
Iter in §." But if, when he enlightens theif 
1 in any degree to beh<Jd the nature of God, 
of his law, and of their own finful and cor* 

hearts, they turn away offended, refift his 
id influences, and quench his power, it is- not 
derful that he ihould leave them to a ruin^of 
' own choofing. If they will not behold God 

fucb 

• Lukexii. 32. + Mit. vii. 13, &c, 
^ Luke xiii. 24. \ Bxv« m« ^o« 
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fach as he really is a holy and a jealous God, a 
God of" purer eyes than to behold iniquity V 
^' a confuming fire to all fin and wickednefs t, who 
" will in no wife, clear the" impenitent" guilty J;" 
«* a Go J requirinjT truth in the inward parts}, 
who " muft be worf hipped in fpirit, and in truth f;'' 
all whofe laws are, like himfelf, pure and fpiritual, 
and *• exceeding broad a^' extending to the very 
thoughts, and the inmoll emotions ofthehearti:* 
if they will not bear to behold thenifelves con* 
den[ii>:d by thefe in ten thoufand inftances, and 
without any means of efcape in their own power; 
if they will not carefully perufe the written word 
of God, with earneft prayer to him, to enlighten 
their minds tl^t they may comprehend its exten- 
sive and fpiritual meaning; if they will not en- 
dure the faithful preaching of his minilters, who 
" fcparate the precious from the vile c,'* who 
" fay to the righteous, it Ihall be well with him^ 
<^ but woe unto the wicked, it fhall be ill with 
^ him rf;'* if they will attend only to fmooth 
things, pleafing deceits f; and will fay unto 
themfelves, '' peace, peace, when there is nd 
'^ peace /i" it is not furprifing that God's Holy 
Spirit fhould no longer ftrive with them, but leave 
them to their highly ineritcd dcftruftion; 

APPLL 



• Hab. i. 13, f Heb. xH. 29. -— -x. 27. . 2 ThefT, 

i. 8. &c, Rev. xxi. 8. % Exod. xxiv. 7. ^. Pfa. lu 6» 

JlJoJin iv, 24. a Rom. vii, 14, Pfa.cxix, 96. b See Mat.v. 

22, 28. I Johniii. 15, iv. 20. c Jer. xv. ^9, ^ Ifa, 

ih'. io, li. e Ifa. xxj,^ \%% See Jet, xTtui* ^\* / Jer vii 
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APPLICATIOISr. 

I (hall rcferve the Ht3ly Ghoft's conviflions of 
tighteoufnefs and of judgment for the fubjed of 
my next difcourfes. In the mean time I \v'ould 
trfiort you carefully to examine yourfelvcs, 
ito: whether you have been truly convinced of fin, 
vc , jas this fubjeft h^s faeew explained, both from the 

doflrinesofdie Scriptures, and oJT our Church. 

of tji^ Are there any perfons prefent to whom all 

4at has bee« faid appears «s fooliflinefs and en* 

Aufiafm? They may be certain, then, that " they 

wJ ^ have neither part nor lot in this matter/' They 

ill 8re in the very ^ gall of bitternefs, and bond of ini- 

•'quity." The natural man receiveth not the things 

" of the Spirit of God, but they are fooliflinefs unto 

vti *' him, neither can he know them, becaufe they 

«t| .*' arc ipiritually difcerne^d *." Satan, " the God 

*^ of this world hath blinded their mind, left the 

*' glorious gofpel of Jefus Chrift, who is the 

•* image of God, (liould fliine unto themt," 

^^ And this is their" great, their grievous " con- 

^ demnation, that light is come into the world, 

** but they love darknefs rather than light, be- 

« caufe their deeds are evil. For every one, that 

«' doeth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to 

«< the light, left his deeds Ihould be reproved, 

•« But, he that doth truth cometh to the light, that 

<« his deeds may be made manifeft, that tJiey are 

^* wrought in God J/' 

C 2dlyi 

? t Cor, iU 14. t 2 Cor, iv, 4* \ JoVvxv m% \^i^ ^^^^^^^^ • 

■i 
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zdly^ But I wou-dhope,as the gofixil has bcca 
plainly preached among you, that there are not 
many in this great, tliis dc(trU£tive darknefs. You 
Jee the glorious truths of the gofpeL The Scrip, 
tures aic no longer to you a lealed book. Yoa 
clearly underftaad, and readily admits all that ha» 
been (aid It is well. But, let me afk you, ait 
not fomt of you reding (atisBed with this mere 
light and knowledge ? Light is defigned to Ibcw 
you your guilt, your danger, your remedy ; the 
way in wliich you fhould walk, and the glorioui 
end which you fhould always keep in.vie^. Do 
you then, thus profit by the light received ? Da 
you continually feek frefh fupplies of light, from 
the Father of lights, and from the light of the world; 
the light that lighteth ewry man that cometh into it 
^' Old Jight (obferves a pious author) is dead 
*« light.,* The light of to-day, when the fun bO 
longer ihioes, will not ferVe to guide our feet in 
fafenr. So with refpefl: to the light of ^* the Sun 
*' oi Righteoufiiefs./ Examine yourfelves clofel) 
in this matter, as you value your fouls ? Are yet 
ft nfible not only that your iins are more in num 
bcr than Ae hairs of your head, that you *^ bav 
*' left undone numerous things which you ough 
^' to have done, aud hav^e done numerous thing 
*' which you ought not to have done :" but alC 
that your heart, from which proceed " the iffue 
*' of life*," 11 ** deceitful above all things, an 
*^ defperately wicked ; an evil heart of unbelief j 
(o that there is abfolutely tm fpiritwl health i 

'^ Prov.iy. %%^ 
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you ? Do you not only fee^ but fed this ? Be 
careful, ast you value your foul, to make this 
diUinQion. Do you not only acknowledge^ but 
bewail your manifold fins and wickednefs ? Is 
the remembrance of them grievous unto you ? Is 
the burthen of them intolerable ?. If not, though 
the Holy Spirit of God may have enlightened 
your mindi he has not yet convinced your heart 
and foul of Hn. But, he muft do fo, before you 
cm truly believe in Cbrift, with your heart, your 
whole heart*; and remember, it is ** with the 
■ ^ heart man believeth unto righteoufnefs and fal- 
! ^ vation t.** Do not then delude yourfelves with 
the idea, that you have true faving faith in Chrift^ 
\ if jrou have never thus felt the burthen of fiiw It 
: oimat be. There is no principle m y6ar brcaftj 
by which you can have approached the Saviour in 
fpim and m truth, with the whole heart and foul. 
Aod, let me befeech you, forget not, onlv he that 
itUtvtth fhall be faved, only he that oelicveth 
Ihill not perifh. « He that believeth not, (O 
^ dreadful fentence !) fhall be damn^ ; (hall nor 
^ fee life ; is condemned already ; hath the wrath 
** of God abiding on him J." Thefe are not my 
words, remember, but the words of God himfelf, 
a* God of infinite truth, " from whofe law not 
" one jot or one title (hall pafs away till all be 
^ fulfilled." Yea though " heaven and earth 
^ ihall pals away, his word ihali not pafs away«** 

C 2 Remember 

• See Afts viii. ^i. Rom. x. q, + Rom. x, to. 
X Mark xvi. tS. John iu% x6, \%% & ^^% 
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Remember again, I do not wifti you to meafurf 
the extent of your conviftion of fin, by your fuf- 
fering under it ; but by the humbling fenfe 
^vhich it produces of your own natural vilcneli 
and helplelfnefs, and of your ab folate and entire 
need of the Almighty Saviour. I would wilh 
you to meafure k by your qualifications, \o 
ufe the language of our Church, of thofe Articles 
which contain a fummary of hei do£lrines, of thofe 
Coirfefl[ions M^hich Ihe puts into the mouth of all 
her members ; well knowing that,, if you cannot 
ufcthcfe, and from your heart too^ you cannot be 
• truly members of the Church of Chrift ; you can* 
not even feel your need of hiin^ as an entire Sa» 
viour. 

3^/^,. I would wiHingly hope alfo, that there 
are fome perfons among you, (many more than I ^ 
am acquainted with) Who are truly convinced 
of fin; fomc whole conviftions of fin have 
produced their defircd cfFcft, m leading them 
truly to believe in Chrift, and fome whofe convic- 
tions hitherto have not. But ftill, take comfort, mf 
beloved friends, you are in the way of life, though 
not fo far advanced in it as you and your minifters 
could wifh. Be only faithful to the convictions 
which you have received, and careful not to bury 
them amidft cither the cares or plpafures of this 
finful world. " Bleflcdi^are ye who thus mourn, 
*^ for ye (hall be comforted." You have our dear 
Redeemer's word for it; he who was exalted to 
be a prince and a Saviour, to give that very re- 
pentance under which you mouni, and who is both 

the 
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le author and finifher of that faith *, of which 
ouftill ftand in need. God grant that he may« 
eftow it on your prayers, even before I more 
illy enter on this fubje6t ! " Come unto him, 
weary and heavy laden as ye are, and he will 
give you reft." Here are alfo glorious promifes 
)r your comfort. *^ Who is among you, that fear- 
cth the Lord, that obeyeth the y^jice of his fer- 
vant, that walketh in darknefs, and hath no 
light ? Let him truft in the Lord, and ftay upon 
his God t. They that fow in tears fhall reap in 
joy. He that goeth forth, and weepeth, bearing 
precious feed J, Ihalldoubtlefs come again with 
joy, bringing fheaves with him §." But to all 
hers, who will have none of God's counfel,orof 
$ Holy Spirit's reproof, I muft,alfo, of neceffity, 
liver the facred meflage of my God. *« Be- 
hold, all yc that kindle a fire, that compafs 
yourfelves about with fparks; walk in the 
light of your fire, and in the fparks that ye 
have kindled. This fhall ye have of mine 
hand; ye (hall lie down. in forrow." 

♦SeeAftsv.31. Heb.xii.2. tlft, 1. 10* 

X Or, " a feed-balket."' Margin of Dr. Blayney's 

ble. This is evidently the fenfe of the Pfalmift ; and far ^ 
OK evangelical than either of our common tranflations, 
^ Pfa, cxxvi. 5, 6*. II l(a; 1. 1 1 . 

PRAYER 
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PRAYER BEFORE OR AFTER THE SERMO.^. 

ColU^, for IVhitjlin-JVfek, for the Sunday after Afanfion, 

and St, Tkomau 

God, who, as at this time, didft teach the hearts of 
thy faithful people, by the fending to them the light 
of thy Holy Spirit : Grant ws, by the fame Spirit, to have 
a right judgment, in aU things, and ever more to rejoice in, 
his holy comfort, *•* Grant us, fo perfeElly 2jidL without^all 
*' douht^ to believe in thy Son Jefus Chrift, that our faith 
" in thy fight may never be reproved,** Send to us thine 
Holy Ghoft, to comfort us, and exalt us into ^he fame- 
•placQ whither our Saviour Chrift is gone before us» 
through the merits of Jefus Chrift, our Saviour, who 
livetb and rcigneth with thee irt the unity of the larac 
Spirit, one God, world without endl» Acnifn, 



=9= 



SERMON n. 

ON 

JOHNXvi,.?. 12,^ 

It is expedient for you, that I go away : Jor, if I go ^** 
away^ the Comforter zoiil not come vnto you j but if ^ 
depart^ 1 will fend him unto you. And when hf ^ 
come^ ht toiU convince the world of fin, and of righ^'" 
oufntfs, and of judgment : Of fin, hecauft they heti^^ 
not on vie J of righteoufnefs, becaufe I. go to my Fat f^^"^^ 
and ye fee me no inore ; of judgTuniy heauft the Prf^^^^ 
of this world is judged, 

HAVING fliewn, in my former difeouri^j 
the expediency of our dear Lord!s d^* 
parture, and in what fenfe the Holy Ghoft, tl:^^ • 

Camforte^^ 

[H\ Appkton^ Printer, Stockt07ir\ 
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omforter, Was fent to convince the Avorld of Cd, 
abfolutely requifite towards a faving faith in 
hrift, I hope that you have come, with pre- 
ired hearts, anxious to learn in what fcnfe he will 
tfivincc the world of righteouihcl? and of judg- 
ent. In difcufling thcfe alfo, we may purfuc 
ir former method, taking our blcflcd Saviour'ii 
vii rcafon afligned, ds a clue to explain the 
calling of his expreflions. 
Let us confider then, 2dl)\ His convincing 
e world of righteoufnefs, becaufe Chrift .was 
►ing to his Father, and his difciples were to fee 
m no more : ^dly^ His convincing the world of 
dgmcnt, becaufe the Prince of this world is 
dged. 

I fhall not occupy your time by repeating my 
guments, to fhew, that, by " the world," we are 
'underftand all perfons, that is, all who do not 
lift and finally reject his conviQions ; and by his 
)nviftions, we are to underftand, fuch as are in- 
ird, fpiritual, experimental^ heart-felt. This has 
«n fhewn to be neceflarily the cafe in the 
rmer inftance, and as the fame word applies tp 
e two latter, the convictions muft, by all the 
les of grammar and common fcnfe, be of the 
me nature. 

2tf/>', " He fhall convince the world of righte- 
oufnefs, becaufe I go to my Father, and ye fee 
me no more." He fhould firft convince them 
(in, of a nature altogether linful, becaufe they 
lieve not in Chrift; and then ftiould in like 
anner^ convince them of righteoufnefs, becaufe 
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he went to his Father, and thev fhould fee him r 
more. Of -whoft nghteoufnefs, it may be afked 
Not of their own : for this could not exift wil 
the univerfal prevalence of their finful comi] 
tions. Of the rightcoufnefs of Chrift, in whic 
they (hould obtain an intereft ? Yes* Thus, ar 
thus alone would he truly deferve the name of tl 
Comfoner ; for in no other way could he diffu 
comfort in their diftreffed fouls- And this will \ 
found perfectly to agree with the reafon aifigix 
by our Lord for the former conviftion. Havir 
internally convinced them of fin, fo as to leai 
them without hope in themfelves, becaufe the 
believe not in Chrift, he fliould convince thee 
in the fame experimental manner, of the right 
oufnefs of Chrift, in which they (hould obtain 5 
intereft by faith. We (hall, however, fee tl 
more fully hereafter. But, why " of righteoufne: 
*« becaufe I go to my Father, and ye* fee me i 
*«more?^ The anfwer is eafy. Hadhenot^finif 
«^ ed the work which his Father gave him to do* 
had he not *' fulfilled all rightcoufnefs t ;" had \ 
not made '* reconciliation for iniquity, aj 
*' brought in evcrlafting righteoufnefs J," he wou 
not have left the world, and have gone to his F 
then But norsv, " this is the name whereby 
** (hall be called. The Lord our Righteoi 
" N Essf .•• He ** was delivered for our oflFenc* 
" and was railed again for our jufti(ication| 
and npw " ever liveih to make interceflion," 

t 

♦ John xvii. 4. + Mat. Hi. 15. \ Dan. ix. 24* 
§ Jtr. xxiii, 6, xxxiii i6 • ^ l^om% Vn % % v, ^ 
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iht throne ©f his Fafher, for all vho will cordi- 
ally embrace his free offers of mercy. He is thus 
ftill occupied in promoting the great work of otir 
redemption in heaven, white his Holy Spirit h 
carrying forward the fame glorious work, by his 
conviftions, on earth . 

But, Jet us preened to confider, 

1. Therighteoufncfsof Chrift. 

2. The conviflion of it b)^ tlie Holy Ghoff. 

1, Let usconfider the righteoufnefs^ of Chriff. 
We find, in the prophetic WTitings, the attribute of 
rigbteoufnefs particularly afcribed to him. Befide^ 
bis being called more than once, in exprefs terms, 
The Lord our Righteousness, we obferve 
^m charafterifed as " God's righteous fervant," 
iie righteous Branch of Da %id *. " Righteouf- 
'* Oefs was to be the girdle of his loins, and faith- 
'^fiilnefs the gird^e of his reins t." He was ta 
' do no violence, neither was any deceit to be in 
' his mouth J.** And how holy and blamclefs a 
' life did he pafs on earth ! Did he not go about 
ontinually doing good? Did not friends, ene- 
mies, Pilate, Herod, his fellow-fufferers, the Gen- 
Irion at his crofs,-- all unite their teftimony to 
is innocence ? ^' He hath done all things well ^Z' 
Never man fpake like this man." " I find no 
fault in him |." No, nor yet Herod. ** This 
man hath done nothing amifs a/' *' Certainly, 

this 

* Jer. xyiii. 5, + Ifa. xi. 1, + Ifa. Hii. 9, § Mark 
i.3'7; 11 Luke xxiii. 4. & 14, 15. John xviii. 38. — - 
X. ^. & 6, <2 Luke xxiii. 41. "" 
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" this was a righteous man*/* Such were the 
atteftations which they feverally bore to his righte- 
oufnefs. Nay, when Satan himfclf came, had ht 
any thing in him t, any thing whatever in hiS^ 
pure and fpotlefs breaft, which could give hiftl 
any power? And did not our dear Lord re- 
peatedly challenge his very worft <rnemies to point 
out the leaft degree of wickedncfs in his whole 
conduft ? " Which of you convinceth me of fin?" 
" If I have dor^ evil, bear witnefs of the evil.*' 
When afliCil by Pilate alfo, « What evil hath he 
•* dons i^" they could only reply, by a fenfekfe 
and brutal clamour, " Crucify him, crucify him.'' 
" For, fuch an High Prieft became us, who is 
^^ holy, harmkis, undefiled, feparate from fm* 
^^ ners ; who needeth not daily, as thofe hi^ 
^ priefts under the law^ to offer up facrifice, M 
** for his own fins, and then for the people*!*. 
^* For this latter he did once, when he offered up 
'^ himfelf. For the law maketh men high pxiefb 
^^ which have infirmity ; but the word pf the oatbi 
'^ which was fince the law, maketh the Soil) who ii 
" perfeQed for evermore J." Ob! wonderful to relate, 
" M effiah the Prince was cut off, but not for him^ 
^^ feif $/• ^' He made his foul an offering for 
" our fin II" ^' He bore our griefs, and carried o^r* 
" forrows a.'' *« He was wounded for our trant 
" greflions ; he was bruifed for our iniquities : the 
*' chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and 
^' with his ftripes we are healed. All we, like 

*^ iheep, 

* Luke xxiii, 47. + John xiy. 30. J Heb. vii. -cB, &c, 
f Dan, ix, z6» \\ I(a, liii. %cu ft lt^,\iu, <^^ 5^, 6^ 
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eep, have gone aftray ; we have turned every 
ic to his own way ; and the Lord hath laid 
I him the iniquities of us all.** Thus he 
ade reconciliation for iniquity, and brought' 
everlafting righteoufnefs. ♦/* He, " wh* 
i no fin, was made a fin ofFering for us. 
It we might be made the righteoufnefs of God 
himt" 

ut, Jet us endeavour to obtain clear and dif- 
ideas of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, It n 
sfented as twofold; it is a righteoufnefs of 
ience^ and a righteoufnefs oi ft^ering. It is 
old alfo in another refpe£t It is " the righte- 
fnefs of" God;" and the righteoufnefs of 
u Without his obedience^ the law would 
r have been performed, from which one jot 
!ie title was in no wife to pafs away until all 
Id be fulfilled. Without his fuffering^ the 
Ity of the law broken by all the defcendants 
lien Adam, would never have been paid. 
lOut his Divine nature, neither his obedience 
lis fufFerings could ever have been fo perfeft 
> meritorious, as to have fufficed for the jufti- 
on of the whole human race. -Without his 
AN nature, man could have had no more in- 
I either in his obedience, or his fufFerings, 
if he never had obeyed or fuffered at all. 
whole is thus briefly reprefented by the 
tie. 1. ** Being in the form of God, he 
>ugteit not robbery to be equal with Gpd J : 

*♦ 2. But 

>«!. ix.ti^ fM Cor. v. 2i» "VlftwJl^vi, V^^* 



34 CCWV1CTI0NS WROUGRr 

** 2. Birt made himfotf of no reputatioa, and took 
*' upon him -the form of a fcrvant, and was made ; 
^' in the Ukcnefs or habit of men; and, being 
-*' found in falliion as a man, — 3. He humbled 
•* himfelf, and became ol)edient, — 4. U«lo death, 
^' even the death of the crofs,'* He was " God 
« over all blcffed for ever ;' but then he vas 
*' God manifeft in the flefh V ^ He took not oe 
** him tlie nature of angels; bat he took on him 
*i the feed of Abraham," " God fcht his own 
*' Sou," the brightncfs of his Father^ glory, and 
the exprcfs image of his perfon ; his beloved Sob, 
in whom he was well pleafed, ** in the likenefs of 
*' finful flelh, and as a facrifice for fin, that he 
" might thus condemn fi« in the flefli, and that 
«' the righteoufnefs of the law might l>e fulfilled 
^' in us t." *' As by one man fin entered into the 
*« world, and death by iia ; and fo death paffed 
*' upon ^U men, for that all have finned: 
<* therefore, as by the oflFence of one judgment 
*^ came upon all men to condemaation ; even fo 
*' by tlie righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came 
*' upon all men unto j uftification of life. For, 
*^ as by one man's difobedience, many were made 
^^ finners, fo by the obedience of one (hall many 
*^ be made righteous J." When he came to do 
this, his Father's will, a body, a frail human bodyi 
wa« prepared for him. But, " although he be 
^' God and man, yet he is not two, but one 

« Chria : 

♦Heb. ii. i6. +Rom. 8. 3, 4. j: Rom. v. 12, 18, 19. 
Sec^Uo the intermediate ver{cS| \ua]p^tttXiafcC\^% 
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rift : one, not by converfion of the God • 
d into llefh, but by taking of the manhood 
) God : one altogether, not by confulion of 
ftancc, but by unity of perlbn. For, as the 
fonable foul and flelh is one man, fo God and 
n is one Chrift *." *' Forafmuch as the 
xlrcn are partakers of flcfli and blood, he 
) himlelf likewife took part of the fame ; that 
)ugh death, he might deftroy him that had the 
/er of death, that is the devil t." He thus 
le '' the feed of the woman," that he might 
ifc the head of the ferpcnt," ^' called the Old 
pent and Satan," from his having taken the 
It's form, when he coippafled the fall of our 
arents^ and with them of the whole humaa. 
the great advcrfary of God and man J. To 
2ar all the law and the prophets witnefs. In 
ath of Chrift for .fallen man, every type 
Try facrifice had its accomplifhment. 
ould be pleafing to dwell longer on the de- 
1 theme ; but I muft haften to Ihew, 
I', How we may individually obtain an in- 
n this perfeci righteoufnefs. This is cafij^y 
mderfiood from the words of our text. The 
Spirit muft convince us in the fame fpiritual 
mental manner of Chrift's righteoufnefs as 
own hn. He muft convince us not only 
being all-righteous in himfelf, righteous in 
did, righteous in all he fufFered ; but of his 

D being 

* Athanafian Qeed. + Heb. ii. 14* 

\e word Satm in the orlg^nil xsktiixi^ iAn«&«:^% 
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being " The Lord our Righteousness;** of ha 
being '« of God made righteoujnefs unto us V . 
This is the only conviction on ^\'hich the mourn, 
ing foul can ever rcpole for comfort, the weary and 
heavy-laden ioul for reft. Scnfible that all his own 
'« righteoulhcfs is as filthy rags," he muft have ^ i 
heart-felt conviQion of tlie rightcoufnefsof Chrifti 
his all-lUfhcient all-perfe6l rightcoufnefs, both of 
obedience and (uffering, as our iMMANUELjOur 
great Covenant-head, our " Second Adam," our 
incarnate God. His conviction muft be, " In 
*' the Lord have I righteoulhefs t/' And he will 
then exclaim, vith the Pfalmift, " I will make I 
*« mention of thy righteoulhefs, even' of thine 
*' only t." 

But fome perfon may perhaps be ready to 
afk, '^ How is this conviction of Chrift's righteouf- 
«' nefs produced?" Might we not, Vitn equal 
propriety afk' ^* How is the fcent of a rofefwcet, 

• *' or the taftc of gall bitter?" How ftiouldwe be 
able to defcribe the fenfations attending tliefe, to 
pcrfons who had never experienced them? In life 
manner, this convitlion is defcribed in Sacred. 
Writ, as " hidden manna ;" a white ftone, wiA 
a '^ new name written on it, which no man know* 
*' eth, faviqg he that rcccivcth it J ;*' a new and 

. fpiritual '^ life hid with Chrift in God p We are 
informed ihat this Holy Spirit of God is the agent 
that produces it > and we muft allow him to be 
fully fufticicnx for that purpofe. Wc know thai 

mul- 

• i C«r> i. 30. + Ifa.xlv. 24, % Ffa. Ixxi. ifi* 
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multitudes have experienced it, in every age, ever 

fmce the gofpel has been proclaimed. Numbers 

have, for its fake, *^ fufFered patiently the fpoiiing 

•* of their goods", with th^ utmoft extenjpf po- 

iferty, difgrace, affliction, torture, death itfelf. 

Chriftwas their life, their peace, their all in all; 

to whom they committed their fouls^ as uirto a 

feithful Creator and Redeemer, whom " they 

knew to be fully able to keep that which they had 

committed unto his care * ; and " to fave to the 

^ttennoft all that come unto God by him-" If 

you ftill afk, " How did they know all this ?** I ' 

Would aflc you, in return, " How does a man, 

*' fuffering under a painful bodily difeafe, know 

•' that a medicine has reftored him to eafc and 

** health ? How does the half-familhed beggar, to 

.•'whom you diftribute food, know that your 

^ bounty has relieved his wants, and that his ap-* 

*^ petite is fully fatisfied ?'* Juft in like maimei! 

(as far as we can compare fpiritual things with 

l>odily> is the foul of a poor convinced finner 

ftilly latisfied with the righteoufnefs of Chrift. His 

foul was difeafed, but it has met with the Divine 

Phyfician, and has applied the " balm in Gilead, ' 

the fovereign balm, of his procuring, a fure relief 

for all its fpiritual maladies. <' Hungry and 

'^ thirfty, his foul fainted in him;" hut he has . 

taken of " the bread of life, that came down from 

'* heaven," of " the living water ;" and it is now 

< young, and lufty as an eagle," filled as " wi(h 

D 2 Uiarrov 

* 2 Tim. u 12. 
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" marrow and fatiicfs." Lay afidc, I bcfeed 
you, all fucli unbelieving doubts and cavils. 
Admit the fame reafonablc conclufion in fpiiitual "! 
and eternal concerns, as you would be afliamedto 
rejeci in fuch as arc bodily and temporal. Re- 
jeO: not the united experience^ of every child of 
God from the foundation of the vforld to the 
prefcnt moment ; many of them men of as un- 
clouded rcafon as the very wifeft of '^ the children 
*' of this v/orld." It would be endlefs to cite 
fcripture in fupport of this glorious truth. It 
would be to copy much of the Old Teftament, 
and the greater part of the New *. What couy 

comfort 

♦ Without admitting this convi6>ion of a rightcouf- 
ncfs in Chrift, an acceptance in the beloved. — a recon- 
ciUation through him to God, — .Chrifl in them the 
hope of glorv, (or by whatever other name this internal 
confcioafnefs is defcribed) in the members of thefeveral 
Churches, the greater part of the epi (lies mu ft appear mere 
rant and rhapfody ; (and. indeed they do appear fotofaf 
too manyperfons) : or otherwii'e djtt^mtiaphyjical reafon- 
ing, very difficult to be under ftood by the learned, anji 
of no ufe whatever to the people, who are therefore di- 
refted to what t'lef'e perfons call " the frraElical part of tbs 
•' Scriptures." This is really wonderful blindnels, when 
we confider who formed the great body, of the feveral 
churches, to which thele epiftles were addreffed; " not 
*' many wife men after the flefh, not mmy mighty, not 
** many noble, but the foolifh, the weak, and bale things 
" of the world,*' — men at leaft as ignorant auvl weik as 
the populace in every city and country in the prefent 
day, *' that no flefh Ihould glory in God's prefence/'— 
1 Cor. i. 26, 27. See note B of the Anniverlary Sermoiif 
preached before the Societies for Religious Inflrutlion, 
atjSedgcHeld, in the year 1^99. ^^%^ ^^^ &-^« 
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comfort foTTO wing David, when " all his bone* 
I ♦' were out of joint, like melting wax, and thne 
*^waij no whole part in his body by rcafon of bi& 
•'fin?" Was it not the Divine Phyficran, the 
fovereign balm applied to his foul ? What could 
feftore aflFlifted Paul to his appetite fpi* bodily 
food ? Was it not the fpiritual bread from heaven ? 
Did not the cravings of hi^ hungry foul firft re- 
quire to be/ fatisfied ? What could allay the an- 
guilb of the three thoufand " pricked in their heart,*^ 
and caufe them to '^ rejoice with joy unfpeakable 
*'and full of glory," becoming wilhng to lay 
down their lives for him whom they had fo lately 
crucified ? Did not he himfelf fpeak the word, 
•^ I will ; be thou whole ?" Nay, without a firm 
^:!cperimental convifclion of this all-fufficient 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, is it poffible that one 
fingle convinced, weary, heavy-laden finncr could 
ever be at reft ? 

I appeal to yoti, who now ergoy the peace of 
God, that . peace which pafTeth underftanding, 
with all thofe good '^ things that eye hath not 
** feen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into- 
^ the heart of man, which God hath prepared for 
^ them that love him, and hath revealed unto you 
•* by his Spirit; that Spirit which fearcheth all 
** things, yea, the deep things of God * " Let me 

D3 alk 

?* 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. Thus our Homily of " th« falvation 

of mankind.'*-. " In truth neither our faith nor our' 

*' works do juftify us ; that is, deferve remiflion of our 
}^ fuis : hut Go^ himjelf dolh \\^^\^ '^'^^ ^ ^"^ '^'^^ 
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afk you, then, whence arifes your peace, ] 
confidence towards God ? Is it from any thir 
yourfelves, from any righteoufnefs of your o 
Oh, no ! You will anfwer, " IVe art accoi 
" righteous before God, only for the mer 
" our Lord and Saviour' Jefiis Chrifl, and 
or our own works or cefervings *.** " 
** by works of righteoufnefs, which we have d 
*^ but according to his mercy he faved us 
** the wafhing; of regeneration, and renewir 
** the Holy Ghofl ; which he ftied on us a 
•' dantly throucjh Jefus Chrift our Saviour; 
*' being jujlified by his grace, we fhouk 
*' made heirs, according to the hoj)e of et( 
•* life t." " What thin^^s were gain . to us, t 
*^ we counted loft for Chrift. Yea doubtlcfs. 



•^ mercy, through the merits of his Son only. N 
*' thelefs, becaule by faith given us of God, we cm 
*' the promife of God's mercy, and of the remifTion c 
*' fins; therefore the fcripture faith ihdt faith dotkji 
^^ faith without wrks, Ar^d, as it is all one to fay, 
** without works, and only faith doth jufiify tis, thei 
•' the ancient fathers fpeak thus ; only faith jujlifeti 
** meaning no other than St. Paul means, when \it 
*^ faith without works jujiifeth us. And, becaufe t 
** wrought through the only merits of Chrijl, ani 
** through our merits, or through the merit of any virt 
" haxe within us, or of any work that cometh from 
*•* therefore, in that refpefl, we renounce again j 
" works, and all other virtues. For, our corru] 
*' through original fin is fo great, that all our faith 
*' rlty, words and works, cannot merit or defcrve any 
** of our ju/lif cation for us. And, therefore, we 
*' ipeak, humbling ourfelvcs to God, and giving t< 
V Saviour ChriA all the glory of our *^u(V.\^c2.uon.'» 
♦ Art kit II. \ T*i\.\is Vu, ^, &.C. 
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:ount all things but lof*? for the excellency 
:he knowledge of Chrift Jefiis, onr Lord t 
whom we have fufFercd the lofs of all 
gs, and do count them but dung, that w^e 
' win Chrift, and be found in him; not 
ing our own righteoufnefs, which is of the 
,but that which is through the faith of Chrift,, 
rigliteoufnefs which is of God by faith *." 
: me alfo appeal to you who feel the weight 
iirthen of hn without this comfort. Where 
u look for peace and joy, for hope and con* 
e ? To yourfclves ? To any power of yoiir 
Or, are you fenfible that, by the works of 
V, fhall no flefti be juftified : that if you be 
it muft be " by grace t •/' Godmuft impute 
Dufnefs without works : that he who jufti- 
^ the ungodly, muft juftify you freely by his 
:e, through the redemption that is in Chrift 
is :;J;" that, " the condition of man, after 
fall of Adam, is fuch that he cannot turn 
prepare himfelf even to faith and calling 
n God." Take comfort. Be not difcou- 
Continue looking unto Jefus, and all 
omifes of God are yours. " Heavinefs may 
ure for a night ; but joy comeih in the 
ning." « In a little wrath, he hath hid His 

** face^ 

♦ PhiLiii. 7, &c. " 

rticle TO. J Rom. iv. 6. & 5.— —The reader may 
> glorious truth in the following paflages, among. 

others ; Rom.iv. 11. 13. v, 1-7. 21. ix. 31,, 

, 6. & 10. Gal. ii, 21, -iii. 2,1, v. 5. Phil... 

o 20, 
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*' face from thee for a moment ; but with evef- 
•' lading kindnefs will he have mercy on thee, faith 
^' die Lord, thy Redeemer *." 

I do not appeal to you, who have felt nothing 
of the peace of God, or the burthen of fm; who 
coniider fuch reprefentations of the Scriptures, and 
our Church, as delufive dreams ; and though you 
are contented to pray with your lips for thefc 
bleffings, with the congregation t, yet, as it » 
neither " widi the fpirit, nor the underftanding,** 
you remain eafy, iii: a reft of infenlibility, without 
them. 

But, it may poflibly be urged by fome perfo% 
Is it not fa id that '' we are faved by faith, or bv 
*' grace through faith ; he that befieveth, &c. Ihajl 
♦* be faved : whofoever believeth on Jcfils Chrtt 
" fhall not perifli, but have eyerlaftiaj life.** 
«* What then is this eonviftion of righteoufnel% 
" of which you fpeak? Is it fomething different 
*' from faith, or in addition to it T We anfwer, h 
i% neither the one nor the other, but fimply Ja\Jit 
itjtlf : though I have hitherto avoided ufing that 
terra, becaufe the moft ignorant, worldly, and 
fenfual, all fancy themfelvcs believers. But, bear 
:the language of our Church : *' Even the devils 
•* believe, that Chrift was born of a virgin : that 
•« he wrought all kinds of miracles, declaring him' 
♦* felf very God ^ that for our fafces he fuflfered a 

•*moft 

-♦ Ifa. xliv. 8. 
+ Forinftance, fee (among many others) the prayers of 
our Church Liturgy, before this, ^i\d \\vt ox\\tT vwo Scc- 
Uions on the fame text, alCo the gtuet^X CouUSvoxvs^ ^n 
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^ moft painful death, to redeem us from death 
^ everlafting : that he rofe again the third day ; 
''that he afcended into heaven; and fitteth at 
•' the right hand of the Father; and at the 
^ end of the world, fliall come again, to judge 
^ both the quick and the dead. Thefe articles of 
'^ our faith the devils believe ; and fo they be- 
" lieve all that is written in the Old and New 
" Teftament. And yet, for all this, they be but 
"devils. They remain ftill in their damnabk 
^ ejlatf^ lacking the very true Chriftian faith. 
" The right and true Chriftian faith, is not only 
" to believe tliat Holy Scripture and the articles 
'' of our faith are true ; but alfo to have a fare 
*HmJl and confidence to he favcd from everlajling 
'' damnation by Chrijl : whereof doth follow a 
'' loving heart to obey his commandments. And 
'' this true Chriftian taith, neither any devil hath, 
* nor yet any man, who, in outward profefTion, in 
' his receiving the facraments, in going to churchy 
' and in all outward appearances, feemeth to be a 
Chriftian, and yet in his life ftieweth the con- 
' trary.* For how can a man have this trnefaitk^ 
'*furetrufl and confidence in God, that by the me* 
' rits ofChrifl hisfins are forgiven, and he recon^ 
^ died to the favour of God, when he denieth 
' Chrift in his works ? Surely no ungodly man 
' can have this faith and truft in God *." You 
lay obferve, then, that, according to the Re- 
3rniers of our Church, true faving faith in 

Chrift, 

• Homily <* of the Salvation of Mankind I*' 



i 
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Chrift, and a fpiritual experimental conviftioft of 
his righteoufnefs for our falvaiion, are olherworcb 
for the fame thing. 3ut, oh ! how many profefSng 
Chriftians arc there, if this be fo, in a ftate of un-, 
belief and condemnation, with the wrath of God, 
at this moment abiding on them. It is of the ut^ j 
moft confequence, my dear brethren, that you ' 
flioirld not be deceived in this panicular. The ' 
faith, by which alone you can be faved, is ^the 
♦* SUBSTANCE ofthingshopedfoT^ the evid£N€E of 
** things not feen * " They who poffefs it, knm 
in whom they have believed ; who is able to keep 
that which they have committed unto him, even 
the falvation of their foulst. They have the feal Ji 
the earneft of God's Spirit {, the witnefs in them- 
felves If. « The Spirit beareth witnefs with their 
^ Spirit, that they are children of God, and if 

* children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joii*^ 
' heirs with Chrift j." Becaufe they are fonJ| 

* God hath fent forth the Spirit of his Son into 

* their hearts crying Abba Father hy They 
continually " give thanks unto the Father, who 

* hath made them meet to be partakers of the in- 
' heritancc of the faints in light c : who hath de- 
' livcrcd them from, the power oF darknefs, and 
' tranllatcd them into the kingdom of his dear 

« Son 

» Heb. x\. 1. + 2 Tim. i. 12. Soever. 14. % Eph. 
iv. 30. Stre V. 30. § 2 Cor. i. 22. S<?e iii. 2, 3. 17, 18. 
V. 1. If I Johnv.io. flRom. viii. 16, 17. See ver. 15 
h Gal. iv. 6. See ver. 19. v. i. Eph i. 3. ii. 8. 14. & 
x8. iii. 14. to 20. 

c Col. i, i2y 13, 14. See Co\.'\. a\. CcA.W.^* Xo v4, 
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5oB; in whom they have redemption through 
ais blood, even the forgivenefs of fins *." They 
t brought out " of darknefs into marvellous 
light. "Having been " once darknefs," darknefs 
itfelf, like the world around them, they are now 
light in the Lordt." " God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love, wherewith he loved - 
tlieni, even when they were dead in fins, hatK 
quickened them together with Chrift, and hatl^ 
raifed them up together, and made them fit to-' 
gether in heavehiy places, in Chrift Jefus J." 
^hus they are rifen with Chrift, to a new and 
piritual life; are made' partakers not only of his 
fiath, by '* a death unto fin;" but alfo " of his 

• refiirreQion," by a " new birth again unto righ^ 
' teoufnefs $." 

Having thus endeavoured to guard you againft 
he danger of miftaking a faith of man's inven- 
ion, for that laving faith, which is " the gift and 
' operation of God [|." I will now moft readiljf 
idroit that the righteoufnefs of Chrift, aBive and 
ttffive, becomes ours individually by faith, and 
aith alone* So fays our Church ; and fo fay the 
Scriptures. *' The merit of our Lord and Sa- 
^ viour Jefus Chrift" is nothing to us, except as 
t becomes fo « by faith a.'' '' We are ju/HJied 
' iy faith only.*' " Works done before the 

* the grace of Chrift, and the infpiration of his 
' Spirit, are not pleafant to God, forafmuch as 

" they 

• X Pet. ii. 9. I Thefll v. 4, 5. 2 Theff. \u 13. 
Tim. i.Q. f Eph. v* 8. % Eph.ii. V5^^» V^*\*^% 
CatechiUn^ JJ Eph. li. 8* CoU lu \%% a KxNaCv^ \\% 
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^ they fprin; not of faith in J^Jui Chrijl*'^ By 
^' the deeds of the law there fhall no flefh be jufti- 
'* fied in God's flight: for by the law is the. 
" kno\v ledge of fin. But now, the righteoufncfi 
'^ of God without the law is manifelled, being 
'^ witncfl'edby the law and the prophets ; even the . 
*' ri^hteoufnefs of God, which is by faith of Jcfus 
" C/irl/l^ unto all and upon all them that believt: 
^' for there is no dillbrence. For all have finned, 
*' and come fliort of the glory of God ; being 
*' Vil^ifi^^ f^^^^y hy bis grace, through the redemp 
" tion that is in Chrift Jefus : whom God fet forth 
" to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
" to declare his righteoufnefs for the remiflion 
*' of fins that are paft, through the forbearance of 
*' God : to declare, I fay, his righteoufnefs: that' 
« he might be juft, and the juftifier of him which 
<' believeth in Jefus/* Oh wonderful difplay of 
divine wifdom and goodnefs ! that when manvas 
utterly loft, entirely depraved, altogether helplefs, 
he fliould provide a full andfufficient atonement, 
an all-perfed righteoufnefs in his dear Son, for 
all returning rebels, who will lay down their arms, 
and embrace his allegiance. Nay, that he ftiould 
fend his Holy Spirit, powerfully to convince all, 
who do not obftinately refift and quench his fa» 
cred influences ; firlt of their want of this atoning 
righteoufnefs, aniaftei-wards of their intereft in it! 
«' Brethren, my heart's defire and prayer to G(A 
^ for you is, that you may be favcd t.*' <• Be not 

"ignorant, 

♦Article 13. \ Rom.m.ao, 8tc, 
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ignorant, then, of God's righteoufncfs. Go not 
about to cftablifh your own righteoufnefs : 
but fubimt yourfelves unto the righteoufncrs oF 
God, Chrift is the end of the law for righte- 
oufnefs to every one that bdievtth ." But, ob- 
irve, it is only to them that believe* " For 
' Mofes defcribeth the righteoufnefs which is of 
'the law, that the man which docth the fe things 
' fhall live by them. But,, the righteoufnefs which 
•is oi faith fpeaketh on this wife. Say not, in 
' thine heart, Who fhall afcend into heaven ? 
• (that is, to bring Chrift down from above :\ Or, 
' Who fhall defcend into the deep ? (that is, to 
'bring up Chrift from the dead.) But, what 
' faith it ? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
' mouthy and in thy heart : that is, the word of 
^faith^ which we preach ; that if thou fhalt con- 
'^fefs with thy mouth the Lord Jefus, and fhall 
^believe in thine hearty that God hath raifed 
•him from the dead, thou fhalt be faved. For 
' laith the heart man bdieveth nnto righteofimefs^ 
and with the mouth confcfTion is made unto fal- 
vation*." Thefe are not my words, my brethren, 
ut the words of God. And, oh how delightful, 
3W encouraging ! Is this harfh, forbidding doc- 
ine. God would have you all be faved. He would 
ive you foNow. " Now is the accepted time. 
Now is the day of falvation t." He tells you, 
the w^ord is nigh you, even in your mouth, 
and in )'Our heart ; that is the word of faith, 

E « which 
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^' which we preach." " Chrift (lands at ^te dooT 
" of your heart and knocks j and if you hear hi* 
*' voice, and open the door, he will enter in *.** 
And, " he is the giver of repentance t, the great 
*' author and finilher of faith J." He will give 
his Holy Spirit, to convince you both of your 
^wn fin, and of his righteoufnels. It is only your 
heart he wants. You muft give him your heart, 
your whole heart. You mull, at leaft, be will 
ing to do fo. You muft pray to Wm to take it, 
jand to make it all his own. There is^ there can 
he no falvation without this. Though Chrift 
fhould have died ten thoufand deaths, without the 
Jove of him and his Almighty Father, fhed abroad 
ii) your hearts, you can never be benefited by 
him ; you can have no intereft in him whatever. 
And this love muft be fhed abroad in your hearts 
^«by the Holy Ghoft given unto you§." And, 
v/^ill )Ou wiih-hold your hearts, obftinately with- 
hold them, from fo kind and loving a Saviour, 
iiotwithdanding all his efforts, by himfelf, and by 
his Holy Spirit, to prcfeWe you from ruin, front 
the everlafting torments of the damned. *' Men 
*' and brethren, wholbever among you feareth 
*' God, to )ou i> the wjordof this falvation fent |* 
♦' Be it known unto you, therefore, once roorei 
*'that through this man," our great Immfinuel, 
our God incarnate, Chrift Jefus, " is preached 
^^ UQtp you the forgivenefs of fms; and by him 

*' all 

* Rev. ill. 20. t A£ls v. 31. J Heb. xii. 2. 
^ Rom, V. ^ i\ Ads xiu. %^ — ^%, &€• 
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all that believe," that believe with their 
iart, by a faith, the gift and operatioa 
f God, a cdnviQioiv of Chrift's all-fuffi- 
ient nghteoufnefs wrought by his Holy Spirit, 
11 that t/ms believe " are juftified from all 

'things;" FREELY FULLY JUSTIFIED PROM ALL 

ruiNGs; '^ from which ye could not be juftified 

* by the law of Mofes. Beware, therefore, oh 

* beware, left that come upon you which is fpoken 
*of in the prophets-: Behold, y€ despisers, and 

* WONDER, and perish ! for, I work a work ia 
" your days, a work which ye fhall in no wife be^ 
** lieve, though a man declare it unto you*." 

^ A£la xiii. ^Oj 41. Hab« i* 51 &c* 
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PRAYER BEFQPE OR AFTER THE SER 

Colttcl for Chrijlmas Day, 

Almighty God^ who haft given us thy oi 
gotten Son, to take our nature upon him,, anc 
this time) to be born of a pure virgin : Grant tl 
being regenerate^ and made thy children by adopt 
grace^ may daily be renewed by tJiy Holy Spirit,, t 
the fame our Lord J.efus Chrift, who liveth and r 
with thee, and the fame Spirit, ever one God, 
without end ! 



SERMON III. 



OrK 



John xvi. 7. 12. 

It is expedient for you, that I go away : jor, if 
away, the Comforter wilt not come unto you ; , 
depart, I will fend him unto you. And wh 
come, he will convince the world of fn, and of 
oufnefs, and of judgment: Of fin, becanft tht 
not on me ; of righteoufnefs, becavfe I go to viy 
and ye fee me no more ; of judgment, becojufc th 
of this world is- judged^ 

THERE remains only one more con 
by the Holy Spirit of God to be con 
by us. We have feen, I truft, in what 
HE convinces the "world of their om n fin, 
Chrift 's righteoufiiefs ; important dof trine 
ported not merely by our text, but by th< 
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td reafoning of nearly the whole Scripture. God 
ant that we may fee, with equal clear nefs, the 
!oly Spirit's conviftion of judgment; which was 
e third poirU to be difcufled. 
^dly, "He fhall convince the world of judg* 
ment : becaufe the Prince of this world is 
judged." 

I need not occupy mtKh of your time in ex- 
laining who " the Prince of this world" is, — 
Lwful as the truth mu ft appear, Satan, the chief 
fevil fpirits is fo called, both in our text, and 
i another paffage of Scripture*, from the great 
ower, which,, through their linfulnefs, he exer- 
ifes over mankind. . He is likewife termed elfe- 
here '^ the God of this world t : : Wicked men 
eing confidered, but too juftly, both as his fub^ 
.*&s,and hisworfhippers.. He and the other fallen 
wits are reprefented as "referved in everlafting 
chains under darkaefs unto the judgment of the 
•great day J.*! We are exprefsly told that " the 
Father hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son 5 ;" and we obferve the fpirits of d^rknefe 
[claiming on his approach, "Art thou come hither 
to torment us before the time || ?" " I know thee, 
who thou art, the Holy One of God (ay He 
is promifed to bruife the head of the ferpent ; to 
iftroy the power of the old ferpent, Satan,: and 
s inferior fpirits^ And, when he. became ** the 

E ^ feed 

* John xiv. 30. + 2 Cor.iv. 4. See Eph. vi. li, 
Jude, ver. 6. § John v. 22. See ver. 27. || M«t. 
ii. 29. See Mark v. 7, Lukeyiii, 28. {a] Marki.^ 
J, Lukeiv. Si\ 
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feed of the woman," he fully accompliflied thisv 
** Having fpoilcd prineipalities and powers, he 
^* made a fliew of them openly, triumphing over 
*^ them in it*/' We behold them, while he was on * 
earth, frequently caft out of the affli£ted bodies 
of men, confeffing his fuperiority of power before 
iramcnfe multitudes; and though they once ven- 
tured to refift his apoftles t, yet, on every occa* 
fion, flicwing themfelves fubjett unto him. Soon 
after his rcfurreSion, we obferve their orades 
among the Heathens filenced, and their worfhip, 
as it is exprefsly termed in the facred Scriptures J, 
gradually decline throughout a large portion of the 
world. Thus Satan, the prince and God of this 
world, with all his fubordinate evil fpirits, have 
been (hewn to be judged, and condemned, and 
only awaiting the execution of their dreadful fern 
tcnce. *' They believe and tremble J." But ftill 
fo malicious is there nature, that they are cor^ 
tinually exerting their infernal induftry, (which 
Almighty God for wife purpofes, to a certain dt- 
gree permits) that they may involve as many of 
the human race as they are able in the ^ everlafr 
*' ing fire, prepared for the devil and. his angels.'* 
Biit^ in what fenfe (it may be afked) dees the 
Holy Spirt '^ convince of judgment; becaufe the 
*' Prince of this world is judged ?" To this we an- 
fwcr, '* By a convi6Uon of the fame fpiritual e»- 
«^* perimental nature as.thofe fpoken.of in the 

'•former 

• Cal. ii. 15. + Mat.xvH. 16. Mark ix. 21.. 

^;^ s Cor^ X. 20, 21k- Deut xxxii* 17^ 2 Chron jci. 15; 
j James ii; jg, 
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** former difcourfes.*' As he convinces of fin, 
by the foul feeling opprefl'ed under its burthen ; 
and of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, by its feeling- 
peace and reft, in repofing with iuU confidence on 
him for falvation ; fo he convinces of the judg- 
ment paffed on Satan, by the foul feeling, in like* 
manner, his power to be deltroycd. This, like 
the other convidions, is entirely inward. It is 
an efFeft or impreflion produced by the Holy 
Spirit on our fouU. It relates to' what paffes 
within oarfelves. It is^a thing of all others, in 
vhiob, unlefs we wulfuUy deceive ourfelves, we 
are the kaft liable to be miftaken. It is equally 
certain with the impreflions on the outward fenfes. 
The head of the fcrpcnt is bruifed, the power 
of Satan has received its death-w^ound, in our 
heart It is fo, becaufe we know 'and feet it to be 
fo.; and evidence it to others by ' our outward 
words and aftions. Without this outward ap- 
pearance, as far as it may be called inio aftion, 
the conviction cannot be reah But ftiU it is, tt) 
ourfelves, entirely inward, fpiritual, experimental. 
It is prior to all deduftions from our aftions. 
arifing from an immediate conviftion wrought by 
the Holy Spirit of God on our foul itfclf, our 
mind or intelleftuaV faculties, that the power of 
Satan is deftroyed wiihin us. And, this is a con- 
viftion of judgment, of the condemnation of all lin 
and wickednels, and of the exaltation of all righte- 
oufnefs and holinefs, infinitely lurpafiing any other 
we are capable of receiving We may read, we 
may be firmly perfuaded ia.our minds, that « all 
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** who arc in tlieir graves fhall hear the voice of 

" the Son of God, and fhall come forth, they that 

"have done good unto the refurreSion of life, 

" and they that have done evil unto the relunec* 

" tion of damnation *." Wc may entertain no 

doubt that " we muft all appear before the judg- 

'* ment-feat of Chrift, that every one may receive 

** the things done in his body, accoding to that he 

" hath done, whether it be good or bad t.'* Wc 

may have no diftruft whatever, that "he that be* 

^ lieveth and is baptized, Ihall be faved; but he 

^ that bdieveth not," in the^ manner pointed 

out in our laft difcourfe, "fliall be damned Jf that 

" wholbever is not thus found written in the book. 

** of life, will.be caft into the lake of fire § :" that,, 

when the Redeemed, they who have continued: 

" faithful unto death," "enter intothe joy of their 

" Lord ;" " receiving the kingdom prepared for 

** them from the beginning of the world;" where 

^' God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 

^^ and there fhall be no more death, neither fot- 

^* row, nor crying, neither fhall there be any moic 

^painjl;" then " the fearful, and unbelieving, 

*' and the abominable, and murderers, and whore* 

'^mongers, and forcerers, and idolaters, and all 

*' liars, fhall have their part in the lake that bum- 

*' eth with fire aiKl brimftone aj." But the con- 

Viftion fpbken of in our text is vaflly beyond any 

^uch mere mental perfuafion. It is the condemnation 

or 

♦ John V. 28, 29. f 2 Cor.v. to* Rom. xiv. io#. 
} Markxvi. 16. ^ Rev, xx, 15. || Rev. xxi.4. 
a Rev, xxu8^. 
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Df fin and wickednefsy — the reign of holinefs, — 
i partaking of the power of Chrift's death and 
ciurreftion within our fouls *, by ^" a death unta 
'' fin, and a new birth unto righteoufnefs t," 

This ever accompanies the conviflion of 
Chrift's righteoufnefs treated of in my lalt dif- 
rourfc i" but I have purpofely kept them thus 
liftinft and feparate, that you might not ima* 
jine you can be juftified by any thing except by 

he RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ChrIST ALONE. HcaT 

he fentiments of our Reformers. '^ Good works, 
^ which are the fiuits of faith, and follow after 
^juftification, cannot put away our firi^, or cnr- 
' dure the feverity of God*s judgment : yet are 
'they pleafing and acceptable unto God, in 
'Christ, and do fpringout ncceflarily of a true 
'and lively faith, infomuch that, by them a 
' lively faith may be as evidently known as a tree 
'difcerned by its fruit;];;." In this view, then, 
it us proceed to conlider the conviftion of judg^ 
lent, by " a death unto fin, and a new birtll 
unto^ righteoufnefs;" as « pleasing and acv 
CEPTABLE TO GoD, IN Christ," fuch as hc 
ill of his own fr^e grace and mercy, and for the 
ke of his dear Son, reward ; and abfolutely ne- 
*ffary to render us " meet to be partakers of the 
glorious inheritance prepared for the faints in 
light." 

The conviflion of judgment fpoken of by our 
lefled Saviour in our text may be reprefented, in 

few 

f Rem, vi, 5. Phil.iii, 10. \ C^UO^A^m• 

$ Ai^tick 4,2» 
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few words, as a real and aQual change produce* 
ill our nature, or m our afFeftions, difpofitioni 
defires, and confequently in our habits of lift 
and whole conduft. It is fuch a change as ca 
be produced only by the Holy Spirit of God. 1 
is defcribed by the ancient prophets as the ch 
cuincilion of the heart*, as having a new hear 
and a new fpiritt; as taking away the heart ( 
ftone, and giving an heart of flefh J. It is repn 
prefented by our Redeemer, as our being "boi 
" again, bom of the Spirit ^ ; our being coi 
" verted to God, and becoming as little children || 
The apoftles of our Lord infift on U as a ne 
creation (a), declaring that " if any roan be 
" Chrid, he is a new creature ; old things a 
<' paffed away, behold ! all things are becoD 
*^ new fbj" They affert that " if any man ha 
*^ not the Spirit of Chrift, he k none of his (e) 
that it is the privilege of Chrift's difciples 
^ know that Chrilt abideth in them by the Spi 
^ that he hath given them (dj.*' They call 
xnankind not merely to examine themfeb 
whether they be in the faith, but to *^ know tl 
" Jefus Chrift is in them, excq)t they be rep: 
« bates (ej ;" and they are fo far from confideri 
this knowledge as peculiar to a few highly-favo 
ed believers, that they exclaim, as with aftoni 

me 

♦ Deut. X. 16. XKX.6. See Jer, ix. 26. f E2 

xviii.31. See Jer. xxiv. 7i JEzek. xi. 19. xx^ 

«6, 27, § John iii. 3. 5. || Mat. xviii. 3, See L 
xxii. 32. {a) Gal. vi, 15. {b) 2 Cor. v. 17, « 

{c) Row, v'n. 9. See Ga\. ivi 6. (A ^. ^oVvtim. a^^.- 
-»'*^. i^r See John xiv . . zo. {A ^ ^^^ • ^^^^« V 
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t, " Know ye not your ownfelve^ ?'* 
y reprefent it as *' the body being dead, 
caufe of fin, but the Spirit, life, becaufe 
rightcoufnefs * :" as having " put oft' 
z eld man, which is corrupt according to the 
ceitful lufts, and having put on the new 
an, which, after God, is created in righteoaf- 
fs and true holinefsf •" as being " crucified 
th ChriftJ'* in their old maii, and having 
hrift living in them : as being crucified ** to the 
3rld, and the world being crucified to them 5,^ 
y tell us plainly that it is the privilege of every 
3n truly born of God, to avoid the commif- 
of every Cn || ; and while the divine feed re- 
leth in them (c'), while they " keep them- 
Ives (b)^*' while they watch and pray, ths^jt! 
enter not into temptation, *' the wicked one,^ 
n, the great author of all fin, '^ toucheth them 
►t," On the other hand, they pofitively aflUrc 
^ He that committeth fin is of the devil (cj.** 
hey are fo far from confidering this as necef- 
r atten lant on any outward ceremonies or 
ifTion, that after the example of their divine 
ter, they exprefsly make a diftintt ion between 
L He had declared that *' except a man be 
rn again ; J},*' not-only of an outward ablution 
ater, but alfo of the correfpondent purifying 
£ncesof the Holy Spirit, it is not poifible that 

he 

R.om. IX. 10. Sec John vi. 63. + Ehp. iv. 22. 

I. ii. 20.*- — V. 24, §'Gal. vi. 14. || 1 John lii. 6. 

I John iii. 9. ("bj 1 John v. 18. (cj 1 Johti iii, 
•• /^^^John iii. 3. 5. 
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he fliould " enter mto," or fo much as " fee the 
*^ kingdom of Cod :" he never fhali be able to 
comprclicnd, far lefs to enjoy, that fphitual domi- 
nion cftabliflied 'wkhin Chrifl's true difciplcs, co»^ 
lifting of " rightcoufnefs, pesce, and joy in the 
♦' Holy Ghoft *." In like nfianner, his apbftles, 
vhen they inlifl on " tl^e wafliing of regetiera- 
♦* tion " as a mean of falvation, take care to en- 
force alfo " the renewing of the Holy Ghoftt" 
When ihcy fpeak of baptifm as faving ns, tbey 
^^rcfully guard againft a dangerous miftake:«nol 
" (fay they) the putting away the filth of the flelh, 
*' but the anfwer of a good confcience tor^^aid 
« God, by the refurreftion of Jefus Ghrift ;J; :** 
the very conviftion fpoken of in our text 
** Know ye not (they a(k) that fo many of us as 
*« were baptized into J^Jus Chrijl^ were baptized 
" into his death ? Therefore, we are buried vith 
*• him, by baptifm, into death ; that, like as Chrift 
** was raifed again from the dead by the glory of 
*^ the Father, even fo we alfo (hould w^lk innew- 
" ne-fs of life^/'-Our Reformers continually af- 
fcrt the fame important truth. *' Such (fay they) 
*^ is the power of the Holy Ghoft to regenerate 
*' men, and, as it were, to bring them forth anew, 
*' fo that they fhall be nothing like the men that 
. " they were before. Neither doth he think it fuf- 
*' ficient inwardly to work the 9iezv birth of man, 

*^ unlefs he alfo dwell and abide in him. Oh! 

what 

• Rom. xiv. 17. + Tit. ili. 5. J x Pet. iii, 21, 

§ Rom. VI. 5j, V 
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t comfort IS this to the heart of a true Chrif- 
, to think that the Holy Ghoft dwelleth 
jn him*!" 

:h are the reprcfentations given in the facred 
ures, by the ancient prophets, by our Jblcf- 
viour, and by his apoftles, as well as by the 
fucrs of our Church, — of the conviftion oF 
cnt fpoken of in our text, — an internal, 
al experimental conviQion of the judgment 
on Satan, the prince of this world t, " the 
it that now worketh in the children of dif- 
iicnce, taking them captive at his will J.** 
who truly poITefs this conviction have an 
t perception of falan's reigning power being 
^ed within them; and his power of diftref- 
id perplexing being conhderably lefTened, 
are fcnlible that " they have palFed from 
:nefs unto light, and from the power of 
n unto God 5." They are convinced of 
rom the viftory which they have obtained 
he world j, and the more difficult viQory 
leirown iinful corrupt nature ; over ''the 
of the flefh, the luft of the eyes, and the 
e of life (<7)." All Satan's deftruftive en- 
lave loft their force againft them. All the 
larts of that wicked one are quenched by 
teld of faith in Chrift, which they are nov) 
d to oppofe to them {b). They have an in- 
ixperimental knowledge of the reality of the 

F Re. 

Dmily for Whitfunday, + Eph. ii. 2. J 2 Tim. 
§ Afts xxvi. 18. I Pet. ii. 9. Col. i. 13, 
in V0 4. (a) I John ii* i6* (^^b'^lL^VtNX* vV 
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Redeemer's dominion. '* The wolf in their ficdrt 
*' hath dwelt with the lamb, and the leopard hath 
*' lain down with the kid -, and die calf, and the 
^' young lion, and the fading together; and a little 
'^ child may lead them *." Such defcriptions ai 
thele no longer ierve only to amufc their imagina^ 
tion, as the airy {lights and metaphors of poets; 
but they feel their glorious reality in their whole 
heart and foul, — in all their faculties, — all their 
powers. " Their heart flicweth them, ' not merely 
SLs formerly " the wickedncfs of die ungodly,*' but 
that there is a divine power in the Redeemer fu- 

Serior to all lin and wickedncfs; fuperior to all ] 
le power, malice, and deflrutlive devices of Sa^ 
Ian. Tbey are fully fenliblc that '' greater is hi 
*« that is for them, than he that is againil them ; 
♦* he that is io the world." They know that Chrift 
hath all power given to him in heaven and inearth; 
*^ power to execute judgment aJfo." They look 
forward to their appearance before his awful tri- 
bunal as a great reality ; when all works of 
love and holy obedience will receive a gracious 
and everlafting reward, and all works of wicked- 
ncfs and unbelief their juft merited and eternal 
condemnation. Their faith in this is far mort than 
a mere perfuafion of the mind : it is *« the fub* 
^ ftance of the things hoped for, the evidence of 
*^ the things nox feent." They aft continually 
as under this convi6Uon, They know that " every 
*^ one fliall give account of himfelf to God J ;" 

and 

♦ Ifa, xi. 6. See the whole chapter. 
f Mcb, xil .1. J Rem. xvv. >a, \ ^^x, VI. v 
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find fliall " receive his things done in the body^ 
^' whether they be good or bad ;" for '^ all things 
*' are naked and opened unto the eyes of him tvitb 
" whom we have to do */' As a prudent man, 
therefore, would avoid the commiffion of a crime 
punifliable with death, in the very prefence of bis 
judge, fo dp they avoid the commiffion of all 
outward, and drive againft the power of all in- 
ward fin. They not only ftrive, but " drive law- 
^' fully," as foldiersof Immanuel, 5' fighting upder 
*' his banner againll fin, the world and the devil t > ' 
^d looking unto Chrid for «' grace to help in time 
*' of need," that his *^ drength may be made per- 
^' fe£l in their weaknefs X' Thus " Ipoking unto 
** Jelus, as the great author and finilher of faitfe ; 
^ they go on from conquering to conquer ; they 
•^ lay afide every weight, and even the fin which 
*' doth mod eafily befet them ; and r un widi pa- 
** tience the race that is fet before them $;" till 
they are,_at length, enabled to fay, with St. Paul^ 
^ I have fought a good fight; I have finidied mf 
** courfe I have kept the faith. Hencefoithi 
** there is laid up for me a crown of rigbie*' 
**,oufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judgt^ 
♦* fliall give me in that day; and not to mc otAf^ 
" but to all them that love his approaching I|." 

APPLICATION. 

Now, my dear friends, have you any fpiritual 
experimental conviQion of judgment refembling 

Fa tbis. 

* Hcb. iv. 13. + Office for B^i^fUfe* 
gf a Cor. xii. 9. § Heb. xiu i^ ^* \ 5LTm.V5 . 'v'^' 
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this ? Obfcn^e : this ever accompanies, in a 
greater or lefs degree, a true conviction of 
Chrift'vS righteoufnefs ; and it is ever preceded by 
a real heart-felt convitlion of the guilt and danger 
of fin. This previous convidion of fin, as ve 
have feen, may be attended with more or lefs fuf- 
fering, and it may be alfo of longer or fhorter du- 
ration; but it muft be real and fpiritual, attended 
with a hatred and abhorrence of all fin, and afenfc 
of our natural weaknefs and infulficiency to over- 
come it. It muft be powerful enough to caufc 
the finner to proftrate himfelf before the crofs of 
Chrift, looking to his righteoufnefs and atoning 
blood alone for pardon and acceptance. Has this 
then been the cafe with you ? Have you ever been 
" truly fenfible, that *' there is no fpiritual health 
" in you * ?" Is the weight of fin grievous unto 
** you, and the burthen of it intolerable t ?'' Are 
you really convinced that " in you, that is, in your 
« flefh, dwelleth no good thing J ?' Has this con- 
Viftion humbled your foul in the very duft before 
God, and brought you to Chrift for " wifdom^ 
*• and righteoufnefs, and fanftification, and re- 
U demption { ?'* Have you been enabled to lay 
hold on " the full affurance of hope, which is 
*' freely given us in him || ?" Do you know any 
thing of " Chrift in you, the hope of glory [a)r 
•* Have you received the Holy Ghoft fince you 

ube- 

♦ General confefTion at morning and evening prayer. 
+ General confefllon in the office for the communion. 
fRom.viutS. §iCor.i. ^o» ^\:Vt:\>»N\»\v* 
(aj CoL i. 27. 
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believe<l*?" Have you been ^ fealed unto 

the day of redemption by that Holy Spirit of 

promife t?" Have you his glorious fruits fpring- 

ig up in your heart, influencing you affeftions^ 

ifpofitions, defires, and difplaying themfelves in 

our life. ? Have you, ^ love, joy, peace, long- 

faffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, fidelity, meek- 

nefs, temperance J ?* Have *' the works of tbe 

flefh" been deftroyed, or loft their powec within 

ou ; " adultery, fornication, omcleannefs, lafci- 

•vioufnefs, idolatry, emulations, wrath, ftriffej 

' feditions, herefies, envyings, murders, drunken- 

nefs, revellings, and^McA likt^;' all difpofitions 

f the fame diabolical nature ? Have you been 

(uibled to lay afide every weight, the fm whrdh* 

loft cafily befets you ? If fo, then you have look- 

d unto Jefus in the very way he requires you, 

nd as he only can enable you. " They thaf are 

' really Chrift's have crucified the flefli, with its 

afFeSions and lufts ||J' Can you fay with the 

poftle, from the real conviftion of your heart, 

I am crucified with Chrift, neverthelefs I liw ; 

yet not I, but Chrift Hveth in me ; and the faith 

that I now live in the flefti, I live by the faith 

^ of the Son of God ; who loved me, and gave 

^himfelffor me (a)?" If th?s be your convic-^ 

ion, be of good courage, for yours is the true 

)aptifm, the baptifm of the Spirit, the circumti- 

ion not made with hands ; for you ** have put 

F3 ^^ovt, 

* Afts xix. 2. + Eph. i. 13.-.— i\r. 30. 
X Gal V. 22, 23. § Gal, v. 19, 20, 2.1., | V€r^2»i* 
{it) Gal, ii, .eo. 
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•« on Chrift ♦;" " and all things are yours, whether 
*' the world, or life, or death, or things prefent, or 
*' things to come; all things are yours ; for ye 
«« are Chrift's, and Chritt is God's t." 

O happy few, who enjoy thefe glorious convic- 
tions, thefe inward experimental conviQions of 
God's Holy Spirit ; a convifclion indeed of fin, 
but of lin forgiven, of fin deftroyed. Ye who 
were pnce indeed through f ar of death fuhjeft to 
bondage; but can now exclaim, " O deathf 
♦^ Where is thy fting ? O grave. Where is thy 
<* victory ? The iling of death is fin, and the 
" ftrength of fin is the law ; but, thanks be to God, 
•* who giveth us the viHory through our Lord 
«* Jefus Chrift. We will therefore, by divine 
** gracfy be ftedfaft, unmoveable, always abound- 
** ing in the work of the Lord ; forafmuch as ve 
*' inozo^ our labour is not in vain in the Lord J. 

'* Hold faft, my brethren, your confidence firm 
<« unto the end 5,*' Continue to " rejoice vith 
«' joy unfpeakable, and full of glory ||." Y« 
know that ye " have not followed cunningly-de- 
<^ vifed fables (a)."* Your belief in the gofpel of 
Chrift is not what has been called a mere nurjerj 
Jaith^ without any convitlion ; nor a mere per- 
fuafion of the mind arifing from outward evi- 
dence ; but an internal conviQion, ftamped " by 
*^ the Spirit of the everliving God on the fleflily 
*« tables of your heart {by If ye knew nothing 

of 

♦ Gal. ill, 27. Rom, xiii. 14, + i Cor. lii. 21, Ac» 
X I Cor. X.V. 55, &c. § Heb. iii. 6. & 14, H i Pet.i. 8# 
(a) 2 Peu i. 16. {b) 2 Cor, in, a- 



BY THE HOLY GHOST.. Qg 

of the various and able defences of Chriftianity 
"which have been written, if ye were not mafteirs 
of a fingle a gument in its defence, except " the 
"hope that is in you;" nay, if there were not a 
fingle book, not even a {\\^\\g bible in the world, 
while you retain your prefent conviflions, you 
cannot be difcomfited *. " Why do you believe 
in jcfus,-" aCks the unbeliever ? '' If you can with 
^^Jmcerity make this reply, / have found the efficacy 
•* and power of the go [pel in my hearty^ this will 
be fufficient to anfwer every cavil. "It is the 
^ Spirit that beareth witnefs, becaufe the Spirit is 
" truth t." One of the glorious and eternal 
Three-in-One that bear witnefs in heaven, bears 
vitnefs alfo in your heart. You have " the wk- 
" nefs m yourfelf ;];." " The Spirit beareth wit- 
*'ncfs With your Spirit §♦" The gofpel bath 
fcewn itfelf " the poVer of God unto your falva- 
^on jj."I meannot todifcourageyou from confi- 
guring any of the numerous arguments by which 

^riftianity is defendecL Very far from it. Thefe 

may 

• " Every true Chrlftian (obferves Dr. Watts, in his. 
Sermons on '* the inward witnels of Chriftianity**) *' has. 
** a Jujftcitnt argumfnt and evidence to fupport his faith^ 
'* without being able to prove the authority of any of the 
** canonical writings. He may hold fall his religion, and 
^* be affured that it is divine, though he cannot bring 
* any learned proof that the book which contains it is di- 
' vine too ; nay though the book itfelf (hould happen to 
^bebft or dejlroye.d.** &c. &c. See Dr. Knox's^ 
' Chriftian Philofophy, fed. 13th." 

+ 1 John V.' 8. Sec ver. 7. % 1 John v. 10.. 

J,R.0m, viii. 16. ' See Gal, iv. 6, (^Rom*i.'i6. 
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may all have their ufe. They may poffibly en- 
able you to " convince the gainfayers *;" they 
certainly will to '^ give an anfwer to eveiy man 
*' who afketh you a reafon of the hope that is in 
** you, with that meeknefs and reverence which 
«' become you t." They may be highly fervicc- 
able to yourfelves, at times when your internal 
convictions are fmall and wavering; when temp- 
tations are ftrong, and grace is weak. But, of tins 
I am certain, that no other than the inward con- 
viQions wrought by God's Holy Spirit can ever 
fnake a Chrijiian. ** There is a knowledge (obferves 
** a celebrated author J) which^ like the fuinmit 
*< of Pifgah where Mofes ftood, ihews us the 
^ land of Canaan^ but does- not bring us to it** 

Sud) 

♦ Tit. i. 9. + X Pet. ill. 15. 

\ Dr. Lucas, Author of " An Enquiry after Happi- 
*« nefs," cited in Dr. Knox's excellent " Chriftian Phi- 
" lofophy,** feftion 14, in which work the reader will 
find the internal evidence of Chriftianity ably difculTed, 
and aflerted by men ef tKe higheft human authority. — — 
** There may be a faith (obferves Dr. Ridley) which is 
*' not the work of the Spirit in our hearts, but entirely 
** the eflfeft of human means, of our natural faculties 
** aflifted by languages, antiquities, manufcripts, eriticiiin, 
" and the like, without any divine aid, except the Hrt 
*' letter of the revelation ; and as this faith mayarife outrf 
** human abilities, fo may it be attended with ptide in oUr 
" fuppofed accomplifhments, envy of the fuperior fkill of 
*^* others, and bitter ftrife again (l thofe who mi (lake or 
** oppofe fuch truths ; and is therefore nO manifeftation 
** of that Spirit which refifteth the proud, and difpcnfcs 
*•* his graces only to the humble. This wisi>6m dE- 

** SCENDETH NOT FROM ABOVE. But thc trUC feving 
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Such knowledge may lead to the the reception 
of Chriflianity. It may, at times, flrcngthen 
the feeble or the tempted believer. But, to raife 
it higher, is to " exalt the wifdom of man" into 
an equality with " the power of God." " No man 
♦'can fay from the heart that Jefus is the Lord, but 
«by the' Holy Ghoft* " " The poor have the gof- 
*pel preached to them t; and thefe convictions 
lie open to the pooreft, the moll illiterate, the 

moll 

* faith, at tlie fame time that it informs the undcrfland- 

* ing, influences the tuilL and affcElions ; it enlightens 

* the eyes of the heart, fays the apoflle ; (fo is Eph. i. 18, 



j*x,9. See A6ls viit, 37. ; while infidelity proceedeth 

* from an averlenefs of our affeclions, from ' an evil heart 

* of unbelief;* Heb. iii. 12. 

Bp. Jeiremy Taylor obferves, " Unlefs there be in our 
'* hearts a fecrtt conviElion by the Spirit of God, the gofpd 

* it/elf is a dead letter.'* 

** As the increafe and perfe£lion (afferts Dp. Fearfon) 
'* fo the original or initiation of faith is from the Spirit 

* of God, not only by an external propofal in the world, 
'* but by an INTERNAL illumination in the foul, by 
' which we are inclined to the obedience of faith, in 

* afevting to thofe truths, which, unto a natural and car- 

* nal man, are foolifhnefs. And thus we affirm not only 

* the revelation of the will of God, but alfo the illumi" 

* nation of the foul of m.m to be part of the office of the 

* Spirit of God.'* See Bp. Pearfon on the Creed, 
Article 8th. 

The reader may find many other fimilar citations in 
3r. Knox's Chriftian Philofophy, efpecially in his firft 
80 fe£licns. 

* I Ccr, xii, 2. + Mat, xl, 5, 'LuV^\n»\%% 
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iiioft ignorant, the moil weak. God forbid that ic 
fliould be otherwife ! God forbid that the fulled 
evidence of the truth of Chriftianity fhould not be 
given to the great majority of mankind! This 
would be, indeed, to. reverfe the order of things, 
This would be to fay, Bleffed are ye rich ; blet 
fed are ye wife; ye noble ; ye prudent; for yours . 
is the kingdom of heaven: Not, " Bleffed areyt 
*^ POOR*/* " ThQj?eculiardoSrines of revelation, 
*' (obferves the prefcnt Bp. of Rochefterj the 
" trinity of perfons in the undivided Godhead; the . 
*' incarnation of the fecond perfon ; the expiation 
*^ of fin by the Redeemer's fuiferings and death} 
•^ the efficacy of his interceffion ; the myjltrim 
** commerce of the believers foul with the Divine 
** Spirit : thefe things are fuppofed to be far 
*« above their reach. If this were really the cafe, 
^' the condition of man would indeed be mifer* 
*• able, and the proffer of mercy in the gofpel, little 
*' better than a mockery of their woe ; for the 
'* confequence would be, that the common people 
*^ could never be carried beyond the firil principles 
** of what is called natter al religion t." But, no> 
my friends, our bibles fpeak in a different manner. 
They tell us that " not many rich, not many 
'* mighty, not many noble, are called '^ ;" but God 
hath chofen the foolifh things of the world, the 
poor, the weak, the difpifed^ making them '' rich 
" in faith, heirs of the kingdom J/* Affert then 

your 

♦ Luke vi. 20. 

f Citedin Dr. Knox's C\\r\CV\^tv'^Vv\Wo^V>j, ^Qt.«a%« 
/ i Cor, i. z6, &c, ^ James Vv. 5, 
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your privilege, ye poor, ye unlearned, ye ig. ' 
tiorant, ye weak ; however, through want of 
books, education, or abilities, ye may be pre- 
vented from feveral outward evidences of the 
truth of our holy religion ; yet the inward 
teftimony, the convifclions wrought by God's^ 
Holy Spirit, of your own fin, of Chrift's righ- 
teoufnefs, and of his future judgment, by that which 
he already execute? over the power of Satan ia 
your breafts, may all be yours . If ye be " poor 
^' in fpirit *," ^hey will be fo. So will they be to 
all who anfwcr that defcription, whatever their 
^'ank, their ftation. their learning, or abilities. And, 
bleffed be God, fuch have been fortictimes found 
^mong the mod noble, the moft learned, the mod 
^ble. *' To fchefe men will God look, with them 
** will he dwell ." wherever they may be, " even 
** to them that are of an humble and contrite 
*' fpirit, and tremble, at his wordt," The office 
^f our dear Lord was not only to*' preach the 
** gofpcl to the poor, but to bind up the broken- 
^ hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives 
** unto Satan, and recovery of fight to the fpiritital- 
<* ly blind J : And his Holy Spirit is ever ready 
to pour his divine conviQions into the breafls of 
fuch as are willing to receive his gofpel, and for- 
fake their fins. It fhall come to them " not 
^ in word only, but in demonflration of the 
*^ Spirit, and of power § ;" not as the word 

of 

* Mat. V. 3. + Ifa. Ixvi. 2 Ivii. 15, J Ifa. Ixi. I. 

See Mat. xi. 5, Luke iv. 18. § 1 Cor. ii. 4, &c. 
1 ThcS, L J, 
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of imn, but as it is in truth, the word of God,*} 
*' fpint and hfct." 

Cod ^Tcuit tlrat wc may all feck, cherifli, and 
culavaiL thcfc con' ituons of (;k)ds Koly Spirit, 
h- ill.; ever caiclul not to'^MvliOand grieve ;{;" hiiiij 
{o av to •-• (quench ' his facrcd iiifluences ; that we 
n .') th>.:snoi only bem^de ^'pcrtakcrs of the divine - 
^' L.iwiic (,' Uu ^- be hlled w iih thiC Spirit ||," evtn 
'' Willi ail the fulne!& oi God (ay Then fliall 
ve jjofi^ li indeed a fure and iirm conviction, of 
the gofi'el brin^ the word of Ood, ariiing not 
tnercly from the arguments of men, — from its 
own native excellence, or even what it has done 
in the world ; but, from that which it has accom- 
plifhcd in us^ in our hearts and lives, through our 
feeking the divine influences, and following the 
Other directions which that divine gofpel has pointed 
out. Even fo, blefled Lord God, for the fake of 
thy dearly beloved Son Jefus Chrift our Saviour! 



* 1 ThefT. ii. 13. + Jo^n vi. 63. X -^^^ vii. 5i» 
Eph. iv. 30. 1 Thefl: 5. iQ. ^ 2 Pet. i* 4^. 
^ Eph. v* 81. faj Eph. iii. 19, 
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PJIAYER BEFOPE OR AFTER THE SERMON, 

The Third CMcB for Good^Friday. 

merciful God^ who had made all men, and hateft 
nothing that thou had made, nor woulded the death 
of a Tinner, but rather that he Ihould be converted, 
and live : Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, In- 
ddels and Heretics ; and take from them all igno- 
rance, hardnefs of heart, and contempt of thy word ; 
and fo fetch them home, bleCTed Lord, to thy flock, 
that they nuy be faved among the remnant of the 
true Ifraelites, and be made one fold, under one 
Shepherd, Jefus Chrift our Lord, who liveth a»d 
reigneth with thee, and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end ! 



SERMON 

OK 

2 Cor. xiii, 5. 

limine ^ourf elves whether ye he in the faith: prow ycit^ 
own /elves. Know ye not your own f elves, hom that J^J^u 
Ckrifi is in you ; except ye be reprobates f 



IT muft be manifeft to every pcrfon, who fe- 
rioufly confidcrs the nature of the gofpel^ 
that, not every one born in a Chriftian land wilt 

A receive 



ft BXAMINATION 

receive aflual and lading benefit through tk 
iufftrings of Chrift. I fay, actual and lafU^ 
ienefit, becaufc in the offers of mercy, and the 
opportunities of falvation, ^11 perfons are bcne- 
iited, while they who, iiotwidiftanding thefe ad- 
vantages, obftinately <:ontinue in unbelief, have 
dieir finfulnefs only thereby increafed. The got- 
-pel, which is *^ the favour of life unto life" to fo 
many, becomes to them '* the favour of jdeath 
>^ unto death *^' ^' God (we are informed) fo 
^« loved tlie world? that he gave his only begotten 

*^ Son, that whofocver ielievtth \n him fhould not \ 
'« perifh, but have everlafting life t :' But they do 
mot believe, and are confequently left to perift in 
the mifery defcribed as death eternal. " They 
are '' <:ondemned already % •" " ^^ wrath of 
*' God abideth on them ^ ;*' *^ and this is the 
^^ condemnation," the great aggravation of their 
guilt, ^^ that light is come into the world, N* 
*^ they loved darknefs rather than light, becaufc 
*« their deeds were evil j|." " Go ye (faid our 
*« Lord to his miaifters) into aH the world, and 

^ <^ preach the gofpel to every creature. He that 
*' balieveth^ and is .baptized, (ball be faved^ and 
*' he that believeth not (i. t. whether baptized or 
^"^ unbaptized) fliali be damned." 

In exaft correfpondence with thefe paffages is 
the original word in our text tranflated *' repro- 
*^ bates." the very fame as occurs, aimong other 

places 

9 2 Cor, ii. 15, t6. + John ill. 16. J Johniii; 184 
<J John iii. 36, \ Ver» ig,. 






RESPECTING OUR FAITH; 3[^ 

yfaces of Scripture % in the firft Epiftle to the* 
difciples at Corinth, in which St. Paul applies the 
term to himfelf, who' had long bee7i a believer. 
" I therefore (fays he) forun, not as uncertainly^ 
"To fight I, not as one that beateth the air. But, 
^ I keep under nay body, and bring it into fubjec- 
" tion : left that, by any means, when I have 
** preached to others, I myfelf ftiould be a cajl- 
** azvay : or, as it might be tranflated, in like man-^ 
^^ ner as in our text, a reprobate t.'* The origi- 
^ word itfelf indeed, m both places, means 
fimply « difepproved or rejeQed J," i. e. of God, 
ind will apply equally to perfons who have been 
believers, and who have noty fince they, and they 
only J who ** endure unto the end," being *' faith*- 
** ful unto death, fliall inherit a crown of everlaft-^ 
ing life J." 

All perfons therefore in unbelief, to whom the 
gofpcl has been preached, arc reprobate*,, or caft-' 
aways, in a ftate of condemnation, with the wratb 
of God abiding on them, and fhould they con* 
tinue and die in this ftate, muft be eter- 
nally damned : muft hear the awful fentence^ 
♦' Depart, ye curfcd, into everlafting fire, pre-* 
" pared for the devil and his angels :" muft under- 
go, without intermiflion, the utmoft extent of 

A 2 God*3 

• Heb. vi. 8. 2 Tim. iii. 8, Tit. i. 16. Alfo Rom, 
i. 16. where it will certainly admit of a pajjivt^ as well as an 
aEiivt fenfe ; •' a reprobate abominubU mi nd^ a mind to be abi 
•' horred by God and man." Vid Parkhurfl, Lexicon ia 
loc. text. 

+ i Cor^ ix. 26, 27. X ParkhurRv ^ M*t* x. 22#. 



4 IXAMmATlOM 

Cod^s heavy judgments, « the wonn that dietlr 
<* not, and the fire that is not quenched ; muft 
«^ have the fmoke of their torment afcend up for 
** ever and ever *." 

I will not dwell on this dreadful idea, which it 
enough to make our blood run chill with honor ; 
but will proceed to point out, from our text, the 
only pofTible means of our avoiding fuch acute 
and endlefs mifery. 

We are exhorted, then, by the apoftle, to ex- 
amine ourfelves whether we be in the faith. Our 
being in the faith is reprefented as the only cer* 
tain proteCiion. And this we are dircfted by no 
means to take for granted, bccaufe we make a 
profeffion of Chriftianity; but, on the contraiY, 
to fubmit to careful examination. The Cariit- 
thians, to whom this Epiftle was addreffed, were 
all profefling Chriftians ; had all been baptized, a? 
well as ourfelves ; had frequendy attended public 
worfhip; and had frequently partaken of the Lord's 
Supper. But ftill, St. Paul exhorts them carefully 
to examine themfelves whether they were truly in 
in the faith, or not; that they might not be de-* 
ceived, where their eternal falvation or condem* 
nation was at ftake. 

But, what are the queftions which he propofes, 
for the fake of affifting them in this important en- 
quiry ? Were they. What feft or party of Chrif- 
tians they belonged to, that which had taken the 
name of Paul, of ApoUos, of Cephas, or of 

Chrift*? 

♦ Rev. XIV, i\» 
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Chrift*? Or did he afk them, Wkether they. 
Vere baptized in their infancy, or their maturer 
years ? with fpohfors, or without ? Whether they 
partook of the Lord's Supper in a fitting or a 
kneeling pofture ? Or, Did he demand what re- 
ligious profeffion their parents had been of; or. 
What creeds or catechifms they had themfelvea 
been taught? What articles of religion they had 
given their affent to ? What liturgy they ufed ia 
their public affemblies'; or whether they prayed 
without any ? Or, Did he enquire who were the 
Commentators whofe explanation of the (acred 
Writings they mod agreed' with ? or, Whofe 

preaching they commonly attended ? In truth, 

•No, He calls not on them to examine afty thing 
outward, or any mere opinions, but themfelvcs^ 
fteir own felvek*; to bring themfelvcs to the proof. 
And, he condnucs his enquiry thus : " Know yp 
^ not your own felves, how that Jefus Chrift is 
'* in you, except ye be reprobates t." Chrift in 

A 3j them: 

*See 1 Cor. i,. XI. to- 14.* 
+ If it were urged by any perfon, that the pafTageof 
•ur text, in the original, is " en" among, not " entos** 
Within you ; I. would obferve that our blefled Saviour 
Ufes the fame word *' en" to denote the union of hinafelf 
with his Father, as of believers with himfelf. See John 

xiv. 20. XV, 2. 4, 5, 6, &'], xvii. 21, 22, 23. & 26. 

Alfo, vi. 56, The fame word '*en*' is Hkewife ufed in 
ail the following palTages, where it is impoflible that 
anything can be meant lefs than a real inward union » 
See Col.i. 27. [Here, however, there is in fome copies, 
a various reading "eis" i. e. " to you.] Gal, iv. 19. 
1 John iii. 24, Sccalfo 2 Cor, v, 17,— — xii, 2, Rom. 
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^hem is the mark to which he dire6b them of their 
beir\g truly and favingly in the faith; and he 
plainly ana honeftly tells them, that, without this, 
whatever their outward profeffion or forms, and 
whatever their opinions might be, they were, at 
that inftant, reprobates, or outcafts from God-s 
love and favour. 

In exaft conformity with this, he thus fpeaks 

of hirafelf. " I am crucified with Chrift : nevcir- 

•' thelefs I live ; yet not I, but Chrift livcth in 

*' me : and the life which I now live in the flefc, 

<t I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 

<« loved me, and gave himfclf for me*" Apd, 

he Prtys for the Ephefian converts, *' that Chrift 

** may dwell in their hearts by faith t." In like 

manner, oilr Church fpeaks of " feeding on ] 

*' Chrift, in our hearts, by faith,'* and thus "dwelU 

•* ing in him, and he in us ; being one with luni» 

« and he with us J ; declaring that ^' the meaft 

'«* thereby the body of Chrift is received and eaten 

ia 

xvi, 7* & 1^. &c. &c. If this note fliotrfd reraevc all 
cbje£lion to the Aodrine in point of criticifmy it is hop^ 
that the fermon itfelf will remove all objeftion to it, from, 
the mind of thofe who revere the fcripturts^ in point of 
tomtrifin fenfe. The view in which our Church under* 
iftands thefe and other fimilar parts of the facredfcriptures^ 
may be eafily collefted from the paflages in her OfRce o£* 
Communion, and 28th and 29th Articles cited in this-^ 
Sermon. 

♦ Gal. ii. 20# f Eph, iii. %rj, 

$ Office fx>r the ComFhiinion. Addrefs or prefcntin^, 
the confecrated bread, and the exhortation read at the timfc 
oftdminiitcring the Lord's Sui^i^ex. 
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in d« Lotd's Supper, is faith * y* and that « the 
*« wicked, and fiich as be void of a lively faith,^ 
*' although ihey do carnally and vifibly prefs 
^ with their teeth (as St. Auguftine faith) the fa- 
"cramettt of the body and blood of Chrift; yet, 
** in no wife, are they partakers of Chrift t." 

Having feeh, therefore, that union with Chrift 
is declared, both by the Scriptures and our Church,, 
to be a heceflkry part df true faviog £iixh, we may: 
^oceed to confider, 

1. The nature of that union. 

2. The means of itv 

3. The evidence of it. 

•'i. Wilh refpeft to the n-aiure of that tmion.*.i*- 
tXir blefifed Lord had faid, in his laft difcourfe 
^vith his difciples ; " I am the vine, ye are the 
** branches : hie that abideth in me, and I in him^ 
** the fanf^ bringeth fow^h much fruit : for, without 
"me (or fevered from nie;f;,) ye can do nothing. 
** liFa man ibide not in me, he is caft forth as a 
*^ "branch,, and is withered ^/* He likewife made 
^isa part bf his laft prayer to his Father; *' that 
^ they all may be one ; as thou. Father, art in me,, 
** ana I in thee, ^that they alfo may be one in us : : 
^l IB them, mid thou in me, that they may be 
^made perfeQ: in one [|." St. Paul, in like naan-- 
Iter, writing ta^e^Coloffians, calls « the royftery. 

<* of 

* Article 28; f Article 29. 

i Margin of Df. Blayncy's Bible. See alfo Poole's 
Synopfis, in loc. 

5 John XV. 5, & 6. II John xvii. 21, & 23, See ven 
so. to the end of the chapter. 



• EXAMINATION * 

•* of the gofpel, Chrift in us the hope of glory*/ 
And, he thus writes to the Galatian converts: 
« My little children, of whom I travail ki birlli 
*' together, until Chrift be formed in you t." Tba 
fame important truth is frequently brought for* 
ward by the apoftles, as believer^ being in Chrijh 
St. Paul Speaks of himfclf, as " a man in Chrift;* 
and of others as'' in Chrift before him J." St. Joha 
declares, '' He that keepeth his commandmenU 
" dwelleth in Chrift, and Chrift in him L" Apd, 
as our bleifed Redeemer had reprefented the unioQ 
of believers with himfelf, by that of the branches 
with a vine; fo St. Paul compares it to that of 
the graft with an olive tree ; of inferior ftooes 
with the chief corner-ftone of a building ; of the 
fevcral members with the human body and the 
head ||. He then ufes this ftrong expreffion : " We 
^' are members of his body, of his fleih, and of 
*' his bones, (ay* 

Thus, we may obferve, thai the union of ba» - 
lievers with Chrift is always reprefented by fuch 
a comparifon as indicates, tbat^ they receive att 
their ftrength, their vital nourilhment,.and fupport 
from him. As the fap exifting in the vine, fpreads 
itfelf into the tender branches, diffufing life and 
fruitfulnefs to the remotcft fibres, while united 
with the plant ; fo is Chrift « full of grace and 
^ truth(^j; ' and, while united to him "of his fulnefs 

we 

* Col. i. 27. + Gal, iv. 19. J 2 Cor. xiu 2, Rom. 
xvi. 7, & 10. § 1 Johniii. 24. | See Rom. xi. 17, &c, 
JBph. ii, 20, Rom, xii. 4, & 5. i Cor. vi. 15. — xii. to- 
-^A Eph, iv. 25, &c» [0) EpVi. V, ^Q» Vj3^1?>'^'o.>'-«V^ 
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all receive; even gr4«e for grace*.'* No fooner 
f isnion diflblved, than^ in like mai^ner as with 
anchcs, our fouls wither and decay. As the 
il ftones of i building depend for liability on 
lief comer ftone, fo is the ftrength of Chrift 

perfe£l in our weaknefs t. The feveral 
)ers, however vigorous and aftive, are no 
r fo than while they derive nourifhment 
the body ; no longer ufeful than while they 
e direftion from the head. Juft -fo are be- 
s with refpeft to Chrift. He muft live in 
; muft become their ftrength, their wifdom^ 
leir guide; their prophet to itiftruft, and 
Ling to govern J. 

L^t us proceed, however, to confider the 
5 of this union. How do we thus dwell in 
t, and Chrift in us ? St. John informs us, it 
by the Spirit which he hath given usjf.'* 
sably to which St. Paul declares, ^ If any 
n have not the Spirit of Chrift^ he is none of 
[aj*; elfewhere afferting, *^He that is' joined 
he Lord, is one fpirit (b) ;' and that the bo- 
)f all true believers are " temples of the Holy 
oft (xy Enough then has been advanced 
facrea writ, to ihew (hat this union is^afferted 

maintained by Chrift's holy jSpirit dwelling 

within 

)hn i. x6. See Epii. i. 23.— iii. 19. -- iv. 13* 
Col. i. 19.— J^ — ii. 9. +2 Cor' xii. 9. 

', xliv. ;. Ixxxi. 1. ■ ■ cxxxviii. 3. cxl; 

-xlviii. 14. 1 Cor. i. 3Q, John vi. 14. A£ls iii,- 

a. xxxii. X. &c, J| 1 John iii. 24. See i John iv. 
(a) Rom, viii. 9. (b) t Cot. 'v\% "v*\% i^^-X^ C^^i* 

JiL 16. &c. 2 Cor, vi* x6* 



within us. But it may be aflced^ what evidence 
have individual believers of this being the cafe 
with themfelves ? 

3. This is the laft point which we propofed td 
confider. That there is fuch an evidence^ we can* 
not for an inilant^ doubt, if we adnriit the divine 
authority of the Scriptures. Our bleffed Lord had 
promifed his difciples, " Al that day (namely 
" when the Spirit of TruA" Ihould comej ^ f^ 
*' fhall KNOW that I am in^my Father, and ycia 
"me, and I in you*/' St. John aflcrt% 
** Hereby we know, that he abidethinus; by the 
♦^ SPIRIT, which he hath given us t." And, St. 
Paul exclaims, ** Know ye not, that your bodies 
" are the temples of the Holy Ghoft F' But, die 
** queftion ftill arifes. How do we know thb? 
The Scripture plainly reprefents this evidence to 
be twofold; 1. Immediate and direft ; 2. By die 
Holy Spirit's efFcfts or fruit. Let us then proceed 
to confider each in its proper order. 

The former of thefe is afferted by the faaed 
writers both in the moft plain and fimple terms; 
and under fome of tbofe eafy fimilitudes, by 
mean* of which God frequently condefcends to 
familiafize fpiritual ideas to our minds. It is de- 
clared, " He that believeth on the Son of Cod 
'* hath the witnefs in himfelf :" *' and, it is the 
** Spirit that beareth witnefs, becaufe the Spirit 
*' is truth J." So alfo, in writing to the Galatians, 

Su 

♦ John xiv. 20. Read with attention from vcr. 15» 
to ja. f i.Jchn iii. 24. Seeiv. va, 8t \^, 
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t. Paul affirms, *' Becaufe ye are fons, Codhatli 
fent forth the Spirit of his Son into your heart g, 
•crying Abba, Father*." And, in writing to 
he Romans, after making a diftinftion between 
he operations of the Holy Spirit, in his firft bc- 
:oming the Spirit of bondage^ ' producing terrify- 
lag fear of God, and afterwards the Spirit o{ adop- 
iion, (as above, to tlie Galatians,) filling the heart 
with filial confidence and love, he aflerts in the 
mod-plain and direft terms poflible. ** The Spirit 
" itielf beareth witnefs with our fpirit, that we 
^are the children of God; and if children, 
'* then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
^« Chrift ; if fo be that we fiiffer with him, that we 
^^mayalfo be glorified together t." As atruly 
learned and pious author obferves, tlie interpreta- 
tion which an humble man ^^ of a good plain uti - 
derftanding, affixes to a paffage of Scripture, is 
ufu^ly the beft. The Scriptures, indeed, were 
Vf ritten chiefly with a view to luch perfons. Learn- 
ing and acute talents for reafoning are rare : plain 
common fenfe is the growth of every fdl. Re- 
moving then all the learned duft which has been 
IJMnctimes brought to obfcure thefe paflages by 
perfons who -have wiflied to explain away what 
dicy have never themfdves experienced; let us 
a(k, how would a plain man underftand thefe, who 
is lincerely defirous of knowing and fbUowipg 
God'-s way of falvation ? It will not admit of a 
doubt. He cannot underftand them otherwife 

than 

•Gal. IV. 6. f Rom, viii. 15, t6, & 17. 
} Dr^ Doddridge f imily £.x^^\tQX« 
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than that ^ the Father of Spirits^ imj 
the minds of his adopted chiFdrepi b] 
Chrift, a filial confidence of his belt 
ciled to them, and they to him^ througl 
cious Redeemer; in confequence of v 
are heirs of all the promifes, while they 
his faithful difciples. As it is el(ewhere i 
*^ the love of God is Ihed abroad in their 
*^ the Holy Ghoft given unto them * 
*' love God, becaufe he firft loved the 
is a confcioufnefs of his love which hi 
theirs. Thus *' believing" in Chrift, t 
*^ joice with joy unfpeakable and full ol 
When the fame plain humble perfon find 
fented, in other paffages of Scripture,thatC 
*« fealed believers, and given them the 
•< his Spirit in their hearts J ," that he '^ \ 
** them with the Holy Spirit of proroife | 
*' hath fealed them unto the day o : 
*^ tion [a) :" he will not hefitate in u; 
ing thefe paffages, as conveying the fam 
truth, under eafy and familiar figures, 
fo eafy and fimple as to render much « 
fuperfluous. An earned is a part gi 
fecurity for the whole ; and giveii exp 
4hat view. A (eal is a mark which t 
4; affixes to denote his property and right 
.'4Pg ofourbleffed Savioiur, it is faid| <^ 



♦ Rom. V. 5. +1 John iv. 19, See 1 J< 
John XV. 16. Rom. v. 8. J 1 Pet. i. 8. 
S89 * V, 5. H Epb. Uj J. {9\ E]^K» iv* ga 
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« God the Father Tealcd *•" He was the dearly 
teloved Son of God in a peculiar* manner, and 
te bore peculiar teftimonies to his Son-fhip. The 
glorified faints in heaven are reprcfented as « feal- 
" ed in their foreheads t." The faints on earth 
ar^ alfo defcribed as fealed, but it is vith the 
^ Holy Spirit of promifc," an carneft of their 
** inheritance, until th6 redemption of the pur- 
^ chafed poffcfSon J." It will not be loft, alfo, 
Dn an attentive obfcn'er, of the plaineft under- 
Janding, that the above reprefcntations were made 
>y perfons profefling them/elves to have received 
heir witnefs, feal or earneft, and to numerous 
others, whom they defcribe, as equally fcnfible of 
U If the members of the feveral Churches had 
:nown nothing of any fuch imprefTion wrought od 
bis minds by the Holy Spirii of God, well 
(light they have rejefled fuch pafTages as the above 
nth fcom and contempt. 

Should it be afked, Will not certain fruits or 
tkGts of the Holy Spirit of God be produced in 
le hearts and lives of true believers, as well as 
lis immediate witnefs of their adoption ? we an- 
ver, thefe will conf\.2Lni\y follow as far as time and 
pportunity may fuffice. Thefe then we propofe 
ow briefly to confider. The fruit of the Spirit 

reprefented to confift in all goodnefs, righteouf-' 
?&, and truth." § But, TT\pre particularly, as « the 
works of the flefh are ^ declared to be manifejl^ 
which arc thefe ; aduk^ry, fornication, unclean- * 

- B « nefs, 

John vi. 27. + Rev. vji. 3, &c. J Eph, L 14. ,^ 
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** nefs, lafcivioufiiefs, idolatry, witchcraFt, hatred, 
<^ variance, emulations^ wrath, ftrife, feditions, here- 
** fies, cnvyings, murders, drunkennefs, rcvcllings, 
'* zndfuch like;*' fo "the fruit of the Spirit is"de- 
fcribed to be " love, joy, peace, iong-fuflferiag, 
*^ gcndcncfs, goodnefs, fidelity, . meeknefs, and 
*' temperance*." Thele, in a general point .of 
view, require no explanation; and to defcribe 
each, in its fcveral branches, would demand fev^- 
ral difcourfes. They are brought forward here 
fimply as marks of our haviag truly received the 
Spirit of Chrift^ the Spirit of adoptioa ; of Chrift 
being in us the hope of glory, and of our being 
fio longer reprobatCwS, in continual danger of 
everlafting ruin. It mud be evident, where the 
Holy Spirit of God really is, there will of iieccf- 
fity, be the proper " fruit of the Spirit." But wc 
muft firft receive the Spirit before we can pro- 
duce his fruit ; and where he is received as the 
Spirit of adoption, he becomes a w^itnefs or a feal 
of our being children of God, and an earneft cif 
our j)romiled inheritance. 

This appears to me plainly the doQrine of the 
Scriptures. The immediate witnefs of the Spirits 
i$ not faith itfelf but confequent on faith. ^'AfUr 
*«that we believe^ wc are lealed with the Holy 
^ Spirit of promife t." As many as received him, 
to them gave be power (or privilege) to become 
the fons of God, even to. them that believe in his 
name J- ^sxibecaufeyz are fons^ Godrhatb fent 

fofdi 
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^ forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry- 

•Hng Abba Father* " Such is, the divine pro- 

cefs, as reprefented by the Holy Spirit himfelf. 

'' As many as have the Spirit of God, they," and 

Aey only, '* are the fons of God t'' They who 

have thus received the Spirit of God are enabled 

to fay, with St. Paul, not only, «' whofe I <2w," 

but alfo " whom I ferve J." Our dear Redetoier 

Came *^ to purify unto himfelf a peculiar people, 

^^ zealous of good works ^ ;" he '^ laved the 

^church, and gave himfelf for it;* that he might 

^ fenftify and cleanfe it, with the wafting of water 

** by the word, that he might prefent it to himfelf 

^ a glorious churchj not having fpot^ or wrinkle^ 

" QT ^ny fuch thing ; but that it (hould be holy, 

^ and without blemifli ||." Thofe whom God eleas 

he does fo "through ftnftification of the Spirit, 

^ and belief of the truth (a)" Their faith is to (hem 

the vital principal of holinefs ; by faifh "rtxeir 

tearts art* puriffed and fanSified (b) ; and made 

** meet for the inheritance of the faints m light, (c)** 

APPLICATION. 

Let us then briefly apply what lias been laid. 
You obferve, my dear friends, how we muft " ex- 
** amine ourfclves, whether we be in the faith ;" 

B 2 even 

• Gal. iv. 6. + Rom, viii. 14. + Afts xxvii. 25. 

^ Tit. ii. 14. II Eph. V. 25, 26, 27. ("aj 2 Theff ii. i^w 
See I Pet. i. 2. {b) Afts xv. 19. — xxvi. 18. John 

xvn. /^* (c) Col, i. 12. 
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even by " knowing that Chrift is in us," by his 
Holy Spirit; in which cafe, we fhall have both 
his (lireft witncfs to our adoption, and the evidence 
both to ourfelvcs and others of his glorious fwit. 
Let us afk ourfelvcs : Do we know any thing ex- 
perimentally of the direcland immediate witnefs of 
our adoption in Chrift ? Without this, we may 
be in danger of miftaking moral virtues for Chrii- 
tian graces ; the fruit of education, or of natural 
temper and difpofition, for the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit of God: • Chrift muft be the foundation of 
whatever is plcafing and acceptable to God. We 
never can truly love him, till we look to hinHf 
with filial confidence, through the merits and fuf- 
ferings of his dearly-beloved Son, and tbis^ is a 
confidence which God only can infpire; the very 
witnefs, eameft, and feal of the Spirit, which wc 
have . be^n confidering. Without true love of 
JGod, , reafon as well as revelation plainly points 
out, that none of our actions can be good in his 
all feeing eyes. They want the very principle 
of all goodnefs ; and however they may deceive 
mankind, or ourfelvcs, by their outward appear- 
ance of what is amiable and excellent, they 
cannot deceive him who ^* fearchcth the heart/ 
And, do not imagine that you have this witncfs ol 
your adoption in Chrift, unlefs you truly love him 
and keep his commandments. True " faith work 
««eth by love*;'' and ^« this is love, that wx wall 
*« after his commandments t." There cannot be th( 

S^iri 

' * Cd. v. 6. ^ i JoVvTV, NtX.S. . 
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Spirit without the fruit of. the Spirit, in It proper 
feafon, any more than there can be a tree without 
the fruit of that tree. Be not deceived. *' God 
hath caHed us unto holineTs *;" and it is an holtnefs 
which his Spirit muft produce, and in the manner 
which God hiiAfelf has pohned out, " E^ 
" amine yourfelves" therefore, by the marks which 
have been here Ihewn ^' whether ye be ii|the 
^ faith. Prov^ your own felves. Know ye 
♦* not your own felves, how that J^fus <];hrift 
**is thus IN YOU, except ye be toptobates ?** 
I would to God, that you might all, from a con- 
fidence of his infpiring, be aWe to fay^ with the 
^ftle, " I truft, yc ffiall kfioV| that we arc not 
** reprobates J." Which may Almighty Cod grant j 
for the fake of his dear Son^ Jefus Cbrifti our 
l^rd! AmenI 

• 1 Thcff.iv. f t <^on xili. '6^ 
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PRAYER BEFORE OR AFTER THE SER. 

. The Second CoUcEl at Evening Prayer ^ and the 
for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity, 

O God, from whom all holy dcfircs, all goodcc 
and all jufl works do proceed: Give untot 
vants that peace which the world cannot give. 
in our hearts the love of thy nam : Increa 
true religion : Nourilh us* with all goodnefs 
of thv great mercy, keep us in the fame, t: 
Jefu8 Chrift} our Lord ! 



=sc 
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SERMON ir. 

ON 

2 Coa. xiii. 5. 

Examine yourf elves whether ye he in the Jaitl 



THERE may poffihiy have appeared 
little iatricacy of difcuffion in 
ing the argriivneixt of my former Sermt 
<histext. The great importance of the fubj 
manied it. It may alfo produce a good ef 
this and the fuUowing difcourfes, in hav 

12^ 
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prepared the way for them, as to enable mc to ren- 
der them much more fimple. It is my intentioa 
to confider fome additional marks of true faving 
faith, as we find them in feveral parts of the fa- 
tred volume. You have akeady feen the great 
importance of our afcertaining clearly, whether 
^'e be truly in the faith, or not; and that, as the in* 
Vcftigation merits all our pains, fo it r.equires all 
our attention. It principally requires an humble 
Hnd fincere heart. God grant that ours may be 
fo, while we proceed to try our faitli, "by the two 
follo\f ing Scripture marks : 

1. Whether Chrift be precious to us. 
^ 2. Whether we have joy and peace in be- 
lieving ! 

They are fo plain and fimple,. that I fliall not 
^nk it requifite to fay any thing by wayofintro* 
iuflion. 

I. We are affured, " Unto them that believe 
'^ Chrift is precious *." Is he then precious to 
)four fouls ? You muft have known your want 
3f him,.and your mifery without him, or he cannot 
be truly precipus to^az^ Can food be precious to 
I man who knows not his occafion for it, or jf^U 
not the fcnfation of hunger ? Can a fountmn of 
^ater br really precious to one who never knew 
^hat it is to ihirft ? Can the medicines of a phyj- 
jcian be precious untq bin?, who knows not 
xiinfelf to be difeafed ? Can reft be precious unto 
ium who pever felt weary, or heavy laden? lit 

Kk^' 

• t Pet, ii. 1^ 
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like manner, Chrift can be precious, as a Saviour, 
only to fuch perfons, as have felt the mifery of 
fin, and known the dreadful condemnation to 
yihkh it fubjeQs them. Thefe are the perfom 
whom he invites. ** Blefled are ye who hunger 
« and thirjl after righteoufnefs ; for ye fhall be , 
« filled * Ho ! every one that thirjlcih^ come ye 
« to the waters ; and he that hath no money, come 
« ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and 
** milk, without money, and without price tJ" 
« If any man thirfi^ let him come unto me ani 
" drink X*"* I ^i'' give unto him that is athirfii 
" of the fountain of the water of life freely \T 
« The Spirit and the Bride, fey, Come. And, 
** let him that hcarcth fay. Come. And» let hini 
•* that is athirjlj Come. And, whofocver will^ 
« let him take the water of life freely ||." *« TW 
^ whole need not a phyfician^ but they that art 
^JicL'* « Ye will not come unto me^ that ye: 
« may hfeve life.*' '^Come unto me, all ye that la^ 
<* bour ^nd are heavy-laden^ainA I will give your eft.* 
Nor is this aUi. To have Chrift: truly precious* 
to our fouls, we muft not only know our abfolute* 
Meed of him, but his excellency and fuitabtenefs t& 
fbpplyallour wants. We muft be fully convinced 
that ^^ other foundation can no manJay^ thanihsA 
** is laid which is Jefus Chrift (<gj) ;" that he ii^ 
God's ** chief c6mer-ftone^ eleft> predoiis^ aiid ht 

that 

•Mkt. v.e. Luke vi. 21. + Ifa. Iv. i. Sec Jolm 
iv. 14. X John vii. 37. § Rev. xxi. 6. |j Revi xxii. fty 
{a) X Cor* iii. u. 
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at bcilieveth on him," end healone^ "fhall nci 

confounded*;" tliat " there is none other 

me under heaven given among men, whereby 

I may be faved t;'- but only the name of our 
i ajid Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

II more is requifiteto make him truly preciou% 
muft aftually have repofedour fouls in. full 

idcnce on him for everlafting falvation. We 
: "know in whom we have believed, and be 
rfuaded that he is able to keep that which we 
we committed to him againft the great day t. 
muft have really taken him as our " all in all. 
muft have experienced, in fome meafure at 
, the blcffings of his falvation. " Hethatbelicv- 
1 on the Son of God- hatb everlafting liie J." He 
at believeth on the Son of God hath the witnefi 
himfelf. And this is the record or witnefs^ 
It God hath given to us eternal life, and this 
t. is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath 
c, and he that hath not the Son hath not 
t.f He "* hath everlafting life, and ftiall 
t come into condemnation, but is paffedfrom 
ath unto life {a):* The principle of eternal 
and glorj' has already taken place in his 
by faith in Jefus Chrift. Oh ! how does this 
air Chrift i^ the true believer ! He believes 
im with his whole heart and foul. The Sa?- 
r is indeed precious to Am, " the chief among 

" ten 

[Pet.ii.6. +A£lsiv. 12. j2Tim. i, 12. § John 
>. (I 1 Johnv. 10, iJ, 12. [a) John v. 24. See 
in iii. j^i 
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«^ ten thoufand, and altogether lovely/* Hci 
his life, his hopeofgloiy, his everflowing fountaift 
of divine peace, wifdom, grace, and ftrength ; h» 
divine Prieft to atone and intercede for him; lis 
Prophet to inftruft him; his I^ing to rule over 
him, and in him. He has no other hope, no other 
confidence, no other ftrength. If he lofe Chrifl, 
" he lofes all. Well, indeed, then^ may CM 
be precious to him. With what heavenly rap- 
tures can he, at times when faith is in its full exer- 
cife, repeat the glorious pfalms of" the manaftd: 
*' God's own heart," the joyful exclamations of 
** the evangelical prophet*," the tender add footll-l 
rng reprefentations of " the difciple whom left* ; 
** loved," and the exalted defcriptions of the divine 
myfteries, with the revelation of which ** the apoftle 
*' of the Gentiles" was fo highly favouitd ! To 
hiih there are not barren declamati(»i, but ** fpirit 
^'and lifet." He can enter into the feelings of 
the infpired penmen ; and as Chrift is in every 
line of their writings, fo ts he in every fibre cli 
his heMt. 

How difFerent is the cafe with the rhere nonii^ 
nal profeflbr, having only a notional feith ! He 
too can " name the name of Chrift," but in fo 
cold, fo Hfelefs a manner, that g almoft fireezes 
and dies on his tongue. He can profefs his 
teligion, when attended with eafe and honOui/ 
but " if perfecution, bccaufe of the word arife, 
« be is fpeedily offended." He " loves this pre- 

«fcnt 

♦ Ifaiah. % JoVvtv V\, ^^, 
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fent world." He can read of Chrift, but it is tor^ 
11 his head with fpeculative dotirines, not his 
eart v.-ith divine Faith and love. If he everafk 
is heart why he believes in Chrift, it can return 
10 better anlwer than that he was born in a Chrif- 
ian land, and taught to believe in him from his 
Dfancy, The very fame reafon would have made 
lima worfhipper of- Jupiter, of Mahomet, or of 
3rama, and with juit the fame infincerity ; nay^ 
lad he lived in the time of Pilate and of Herod, 
ie might have been among the foremoft ,to cry 
nit, " Crucify him, crucify him!" If he have 
511ed his mind with fome reafonings of the learn- 
xt^ in defence of chriflianity, fome arguments 
Irawn from hiftory, or philofophy, he will then 
hink himfelf a moft found believer, and will 
>eihaps bufy himfdf in defending the outworks 
)f that religion whofe power he does not feel. 
He will thus bear a refembiance to thofe fpoken 
)f by the apoltle, who " preach Chrift, of envy 
« and ftrife." But, he adds, ^' What then, n^t- 
^ withftandiag, every way, whether in pretence, or 
^ in truth, Chrift is preached ; and I therein, do 
^ rejoice, yea, and will rejoice .*"• So may we 
ejoice that Chrift is borne tcftimony to, and d^ 
ended. But let us, as we value our fouls, be ca- 
ious how we ourfelves reft in any fuch mere out- 
ward notional profeflion. *' If any man have not 
' the fpirit of Chrift, be is none of his," What aa 
iwful declaration is this, to all who " have the 

*' form 

g, Phil. i. 15, & !%• . 
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.♦* form of godlincfs, but deny the power there- 
w of*;" and if ihcy are not fo Ihamelcfs as to 
deny it w ich their lips, ftill in their hearts deny it; 
feek it not ; care not for it ; know nothing about 
k. A faith feated in the heart, " the fubftance of 
^ things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
•« fccn t," influencing all the affections, the de. 
fires, the hopes, the fears, the whole principle and 
conduft pf life, is to them " a ftumbling-block 
" and foolifhncfs." To " fct their affeftions on 
" things above, and not on things on the earth," 
to " look not at the things which are fcen, and are 
*' temporal, but at the things which are not feen, 
" and are eternal*" to '^ deny thcmfelves, and 
*' take up their crofs," they think ncedlefs. To 
*' live by faith, and not by fight ;" to «' have their 
*^ converfatiou in heaven, to fit with Chrift Jefus 
"in heavenly places;];," appears to them unintel^ . 
ligiWe jargon . But, let fuch tremble, whatever 
may be their profeffion of religion, whatever their 
abilities, or learning, they " have neither part nor 
" lot"' in the falvation by Chrift. They are fliU 
" in the flefli," " children of wrath." They 
know nothing truly of that inward religion which 
" is the power of God unto falvation. to cverf 
*' one that belicvcth J." Their *' carnal minOf 
*^ which is enmity againft; God," is ftill unfub- 
" dued. They have no living principle in their 
hearts capable of fubduing it. What they hold 

of 

• 2 Tim. iiu 5. + Heb. xi, 9. ^ ^ph. ii. See 1.3* 
/ Rom A* 16. 
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the truth, they hold m unrightcoufnefs ; and 
U thereby receive the " greater condemnation/' 
hey differ from profeffcd infidels only in their 
)tions and outward forms. Their hearts, their 
fpofitions, their habits of life^ are the fame; and 
ey will all meet with the fame everlafling doom, 
he fame will be the portion of hypocrites and 
ibelievers. ^ If any man love not th« Lord 
Jefiis Chrift (fays the apoftlc^ let him be Ana- 
thema Maranatha*:*' and however he may ife- 
ain in the outward Church, where the wheat and 
e tares *' grow together,'' yet he will have n6 
ace in " the Church of the firft-born;" God 
will take away his part out of the book of life t'* 
•r ever. Now, my dear friends, can you fay, as 
^ Peter did, " Lord, thou knoweft all things : 
thou knoweft that I love thee?'' If not, (hould 
)u.fay to him, in the.laft day, " Lord, Lord !" 
: will reply, " Begone, I never knew you ;' 
y, though you fhould have to urge that " you 
had pro{)hefied in his name, and in his name 
caft out devils; and done many wonderful 
Works:" His anfwer would be, *' Depart from 
ttie,ye workers of iniquity !" 
2. Is your faith attended with joy and peace in. 
lieving X ? ^^^^ ^^ ^ poiat of grcat importance* 
The devils believe, but they believe and trem- 
ble." Their faith h dcftitute of hope, and only 
:reafcs defpair. Many wicked men have eveji 

C lefs 

• 1 Cox:, xvk 22. + Rev. xxii. 20. ifRom.xv, ij- 
See xii' 12. 14, 17. &c. 
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Icfi faith tlian this. Th?y onglU to tremble ; hut 1 
thty R-main pcrfctlly unconcerned. The laws, 
the ihrcatcnings of God, are all againft them, and 
they ha\'e provicjedno refuge, no protection; yet 
they remain entirely unmoved. But, the M 
(!a^\nin<x C)f true faiih reveals this ftate or danger. ^ 
The cjuefUon which it fug^eRs is, " Whatriiuft 
I do to be laved?" It may lament the power of 
lin, exckiiniinf^,*" O wretched man that I an). , 
•'• vho fhall dvliver nie from thi* body of death r 
Eut, it is not attended with peace and comfort, till ; 
it has laid hold on the promifes, and has cordially 
embraced the Saviour. It mult return foranfwer, 
*^ I thank my God,- through Jefus Chrift our 
•^ Lord*!" It mult proceed to believe in the 
Lord |efus Chrift, and that with the heart, before 
.it can be attended with " joy and peace in believ- 
*' ing." Ye have (obftrvcs the apoftle) " not rc- 
•' ceived the fpirit of bondage again to fear, but 
«' ye have received the fpirit of adoption, whereby * 
♦* we cry Abba, Father +." Our dear Lord haa 
faid, ^' Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
*' unto you J." " Thefe things have I fpokcn 
«* unto you, that in me ye might have peace J." 
And, his true difciples experience the reality of 
thefe promifes. Whilenheir faith is in exercife» 
they enjoy *' the peace of God, which paflctb all 
<* under ftanding." The kingdom of God begun 
within tliem confifts of *^ righteoufnefs, peace, 

"and 

• Rom. vii. 24, 25. + Rom, viii. j^* 
^ John xiv. a*]. "^ JoVm iin,'^'^. 
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and joy in the Holy Ghofl*;" and though, 
like other men, fuLjecl to many temptations, 
id at times cad down, yet, while they believe in 
'hrill, they will ever lincJ peace in him. " They 
have gone to him, weary and heavy laden, and he 

has given them reft."— fuch ajreftas, even in this 
ife, remains for all the people of God t ; — a reft 
rom the condemning and the ruling power of fin. 
They may ftill long be harfafled and diftreffed by 
ts betetting power ; but, while they believe, its 
ondemning arid its ruling power will be fubdued4 
Their peace may fometimes be like ftreams in 
wnter, at other times be like the lame ftreams in 
ummer drought; their joy may likewife ebb and 
low, but ftill they' will ever find both peace and joy 
^ the exercife of true faving faith in Chrift. Do not 
e ready to cry out, " Enthufiafm" and fay, I am 
placing religion in unaccountable emotions, and 
tnlations" This is very far from being the cafe. Ig- 
orant perfons, indeed^ in this as in all pther things, 
ill not be able always to give a clear and regular 
xount of their emotion* themfelvei;, and ftill l«fs, 
i'the caufes of their emotions. It cannot be ex- 
jfted that they ftiould. But ftill, if confidence 

God's mercy through the Redeemer, even a 
►nfidcnce vhich he only can infpire, be not the 
unda:tion of this peace and joy, a faithful mini- 
Twill, tfliou Id conceive, be careful in warning 
s people not to trull to it. He will tell them, 

C 2 plainly 

♦ Rom. xiv. 17. + See Hcb. iii. 11; to the end. 

► 1. to 10, 
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plainly and honeftly, it may be a delufion, e\ert 
a device of Satan to deceive them ;• and he will 
poin( them to the other marks of ai true faving 
faith, in which they are lefs likely to be miftakec^. 
IJut ftill he will do ihis wuth lendernefs and cau- 
tion, making every allowance for ignorance of 
fpiritual concerns, awkwardnefs of expreffion, or 
^veaknefs of intelleft. Enough has perhaps been 
faid for you who are better informed, to afcertain 
whether you poffefs this mark of ajuftifyingfaith. 
Do your fouls,. under a fenfe of their linfulnefs, . 
and condemnation by God s laws, reft in Cbrift 
with confidence^ peace, and joy; with heart-fek 
emotions as different from the itupid infenfibillty 
of the totally carnal, as from the diftrefling fears, 
which frequendy attend the newly^wakened fui- 
ners ? Your own hearts muft anfwer the enquiry, 
as in the prefence of God. 

Having confidered two Scripture marks of a 
true faving faith, I (hallreferve the others* for fu- 
ture difcoupfes. Sufficient may have been al- 
ready faid to convince fome of you that you are at 
this momejit unbelievers^ — ^without hope, — with- 
out union with Chrift, — without the facrcd iu- 
iluences of his Holy Spirit; and, confequently, 
^« without God in the world," reprobates under 
his wrath and condemnation, " filling up the 
*' meafure of your iniquities," and hurrying on-, 
w^ard to everlaftin:; ruin. Oh! my friends, think 
of your dreadful ftate ! It is no pleafure to mc to 
dwell on your mifery ; but I would warn you to 
<* flee from the wrath to come." "As though 
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od did befeech you by me, I Avould pray yoif 
n Chritt's Read, l)e ye reconciled to God.** It 
•' the word^and miniftry of reconciliation*,** not 
condemnation which I bear. True, I would ^ 
^ you your tranfgrcllions, and your fins, your 
ilt and your danger ; your great, your aggra- 
ted guilt, your dreadful your alarming danger; 
It, it is in order to bring you to Chrift, for 
rdon, for peace, for life, and eternal falvation. 
binkof all his gracious invitations, all hisglo- 
)us promifes. He is able to favc to the liti^r- 
oft all that come unto God by him. He is able, 
d he is willing alfo. Do you doubt it ? He 
s fealcd it With his blood. He flied his blood 
xyoM linners, and you rejeft him. Your out- 
irdprofefBon is like "the purple robe, the reed, 
the crown of thorns," with which his enemies 
ocked him, when in the flefli ; like the " Hail ! 
ING or THE Jews! with which he was derided 
rdiole who crucified him. Still there is mercy. 
ti$ prayer for you, as well as for his murderers, 
s ** Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do r The times of your ignorance 
od will wink at ; but now he calleth on you, 
'ery one, to repent t, to repent, and believe 
Cgofpel; to believe with your whole heart, in 
his only-begotten Son, whom he gave to die on 
the crofs, for this exprefs purpofe^ that all who 
believe in him fhould not perifh, but have ever- 

C 3 ".iafling 

^ See 2 Cor. v. 18* 19, <& 20. 

+ A6ls xvii. 30, &c. 
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«« lading life." « How fhall you efcape, if- you 
*« negled fo great falvation * '' Think, how (hatt 
you be able to meet him as an avenging judge, 
whom you have rejefted as a kind, a loving Sa- 
viour ? How fhall you be able to endure " the 
♦« wrath of the Lamb," the once fuffering anci 
compaffionatc Lamb of God ? «« Now is tlie ao- 
** ceptcd time; now is the day of falvation. Tb^ 
** night Cometh, when no man can work." The 
long night of the grave is rapidly advancing, when^ 
if it finds you ftill in unbelief, ye fhall, with "tl>e 
*' Devil and his angels" be *' referved in chair»^ 
*^ under darknefs, unto the judgment of ihsit 
«< day." Oh, then, fly to Jefus. Pray to hinra, 
and to God the Father through him, to give yoi> 
faith to believe to the faving of your foul. Oh ? 
'^•'kifs the Son, left he be -angry, and ye peri /ft 
*' from the way, when his wrath is kindled, though 
** but a little, BlefTed, yea^ thrice blejfei, are aW 
•' they that put their truft in him 1 1" God grant 
that this may be the cafe with us, even unto death, 
for the fake of his dear ^Son, Jefits Chrift our 
Lord! Amen! Amen! 



• Heb. ii. 3. + Pfalm ii. t2. 
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GRAYER BEFbH^ OR AFTER THE SERMON. 

Xjie Celled for the Fourth Sunday after Eajlet and 

St, James, 

^ Aln.ig^vt]^ G(»d, who alone canfl order the unruly 
wills nnd affcftions of finful men : Grant unto thy 
people, that the)' may love the thing which thou com; 

-mandeft, aJid delire thit which thou doft promife > 
that fo. among the fundry and manifold changes of 
tTie world, <^ur hearts rany farely there be fixed, where 
true joys are to be found . that, as thine holy apoflles, 
leaving all that they had, without delay, were obedient 
to thy dear Son JelusChrift, and followed him ; fo we, 
forfaking all wofldly and carnal affeftions, may be ever- • 
more ready to follow thy holy comman«laients, through 
Jefus Chrift: our Lord I 

■ I 

g=^ J ■ . ' -'•— J . - '■ -'-A 

SERMON III. 

ON 

2 Cor. xiii. 5.' 
Examine yourfdves whether yt he in the faith f, 

^ my former difcourfeg, I endeavoured to 

Ihew, that the faith fpokenof in our text, by 

h alone we can avoid the eternal wrath 6f 

is far more than a mere notional aflcnt to 

'ruths, whatever. It is a living ruUng ^n-^ 
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ciplc in the heart, aftually uniting us to Chrift 
through his Holy Spirit, " by which « of his ful- 
" nefs of grace and truth we continually receive, 
" even grace for grace *." We 4)articularly con- 
fidered it, alfo by the fcriptural marks its making 
Chrift precious to our fouls, and its being pro- 
duftive of fpiritual joy and peace ; which no mere 
fpeculative faith, however learned or laboured can 
ever effeQ. Let us proceed now to try our ftate, 
in like manner, by fome of the other marks of 
i uftifying faith contained in the facred volume. 

In the prefent difcourfc I wouldpropofc the 
three following. 

. 1 . It is the fubftance of things hoped for^ the 
evidence of things not fcen; 

2. It is the principle of regeneration, or a new 
and fpiritual birth. 

3. It produces good works. 

1 . By " the fubftance or fuhjijlenee of thing? 
*^ hoped for, the evidence of things not feen t,* 
we are to undprftand an internal conviQion of the 
certainty and reality of future and invifible things, 
on which the 'mind can confidently repofe. It 
thus becomes a fettled principle of conduft. Man- 
kind afct on a fimilar confidence, in the daily af- 
fairs of human life. The affairs of the world 
Gould not go forward a finglehour without it. We 
truft a friend or ftrvant with our property ; a phy-i 
fician with our life. We carry on extenlive com- 
merce in countries, and with perfoni which we' 

ha^ 

♦ Johni. 14. &\6* illcb, xi. !•! 
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«ve never beheld. Cannot we then admit the 
ame principle in religion, as in every thing; fac- 
ades? Cannot we truft to God, as well as to man ? 
>annot we e;ctend our views beyond the grave as 
^ell as xo the other extremity of the earth ? Can- 
ot WG enjoy communion with an invilihlc God, 
s well as with unfeen men ? We certainly can ; 
nd the fcriptures afford us numerous inftanccs of 
ich as have done fo. Indeed, '^ whofoever will 
come to God ipuft believe that he is, and that 
he is the rewarder of them that diligently feek 
him*," Speaking of the feveral feints of old, 
le Apoftle fays, " Thefe all died in faith, not 
having received the promifes, but having feen 
them afar off, and were perfuaded of them, and 
embraced tham, and confeffed that they were 
ftrangers and pilgrims on the earth t." I wi)l 
ot multiply inftances of this, but proceed to aflc 
ou, Whether your faith- in Chrift fhews itfelf in 
iis manner? The Apoftle thus defcribes true 
lith in him : ^ Whom having not fecn ye love ; 
the' in whomi now ye fee him no(, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unfpeakable and full of glory;* 
^ that glory which (hall be revealed ; through a 
"m confidence; that " when Chrift, who is our 
life, (hall appear, then (hall ye alfo appear witli 
hirn in glory ;];.'' Is )X>ur heart thus with Chrift 
heaven ; or is it ^ill on earth ? '• Where your 
(reafure is, there will your' heart be alfo.'* 
here ^hen is your treafurq ? Where do you 

«* fet 

• Heb, xi. 6. + Heb. xi. 13. ' $ 1 Pet. i. 8, 
s Col. ni. \, 
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*' fct your affeQions, on ihinfrs above, or on ttiiiigl 
'^ on the earth?" To which is your mind molt 
directed ? It highly concerns you carefully to re- 
folve thcfe qiieftions. Arc your thoughts car- 
ried forward to the world to corrie ?^ Do you 
conftantly bear in mind, that Chrift our Saviour 
^' fhall come again in the glory of his Father with 
" the holy angels *," who "both w^ll bring to 
" light the hidden things of darknefs, and will 
" make manifeft the counfels of our heartst.** 
Are you firmly perfuaded that we nriuft all ap- 
pear before " his judgment-feat, that every one 
" may receive the things done in his body ac- 
*^ c6rding to that he hath done, whether it be 
*' good or bad ,J ?" while " every one not 
*^ found written in the book of life," u e. who 
has not lived aiKl died in faith, •" will be caft into 
""the lake of fire § ?" How then would this 
perfuafion neceffarily operate 'on your conduft io' 
life? How would you be living every hour, as 
for eternity? And is this the cafe with you ? In 
truth,, it is not fo with many. And do you re^ 
think " the things of this prefent world not ivor- 
*^ thy to be compared with the glory which fhall 
** be revealed ?" Do you, with St. Paul, think 
it "far better to depart, arKl to be with ChriftJ?'* 
Do you look forward with joy to his kCotai 
coming, " that where he is, there you may be 
^« alfo ?" Or are you ftill carclefs of thefe thin^» 
or " dirough fear of death fubjeO: to- bondage?^ 

But 

♦ M3U..XX5. 31. &c. i 1 Cor.w* 5. .^ 2 Cor. v. t6% 
See Rom, xiv. 10. § Rev, xx. \^* ^'^VvOCv^, V, ^v 
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But, enough has been already fald on this fubjcfl. 
I wifii there may be many, who, as in tlie facred 
prefence of God, can have anfwcrcd thefe q^^icf- 
tions to their lati^ik£tion and comfort. May fuch" 
Chriftians continually, iocreafe ! for they aloilc 
vill be acRowledged as fuch in the day of judgment. 
2. Is your faith the principle of regntcration^ 
or a new and fpiritual birth ? St John informs* us, 
*' as many as received him, to them gave he power 
*' to become the fons of God, even to them that 
" believe on his name: which w^ere born, not of 
*^ bloody nor of the will of the flefh, nor of the 
" will of man, but of God *•" He '^ fent forth 
" his Son, that we might receive the adoption of 
" fons t ;" and confequentiy our bleffed I. ord af- 
fured the Jewifli ruler Nicodemus, that " except 
'^ a mail be bom again of his Holy Spirit, he pould 
^' not enter into," or fo much as fee that fpiritual 
^kingdom of God;J;,*' which he came to eliabiifli. 
f^ like manner, St. Paurafferts, " if any man be 
* in Chritt," that is, united to him by the faving 
iith which we are confidcring, fo as to partake of 
^s Holy Spirit, *' he is a new creature : old things 
^ are paffed away ; behold ! all things are become 
*"new 5.^ The principles of action, — the affec- 
6ns,---the defires,-^-thc hopes,-=-.-th? fears,— and 
onfequently the whole conduct, undergo a com- 
letc and entire change. The faipe weighty truth 
► bro ught forward in various other parts of the 

" facred 

* John i. 12. & 13. + Gal. IV. 4. & 5. % John iii, 
- ^ J. $ 2 Cor, V, 17. 
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facrcd volume. ^Thc true believers, among the |;, 
-ancient Jc\vs, are rcprefcnted to have bca 
Ib^b as ^* circumciCjd the fopcfkin of thtir lieanV 
•and Sl Stcphca reproaches the mere formal pro- 
fcfibrs. in his time, as '? uncircumcifed in beartt 
God proniifcs, by his Piophct £zekiel,' to '^put 
"a ncvc fpirit within thcui; to take the ftony 
" heart; and give thcaii an heart of flefli Jj*' and 
calls on. them, thereforc, to " make them a new 
'^ heart, and a new fpirit^," Thus David, after 
his grievous fall, made it his earned prayer to 
God, to " create in him a clean heart, and renew 
" a right fpirit within him ||:" and thus Vc pray 
that God will ** raife us from the death of fin 
« unto the life of- righteoufnefs \^ay' Our blef- 
fed Lord, in like manner, aflertcd, that *' except 
" we be converted, and Ixrcome as little children, 
*« we fhall not enter into the kingdom of Godfy 
i. t. cannot become his true believers or difciples, 
without fuch a complefle and entire change necet 
farily attending it. So St. Paul plainly declares, 
" Ye are the children of God, by faith in Chrift 
^^ Jefus (c)." "and Circumcifion availah nothing, 
*' and uncircumcifion availcth nothing, but a new 
*' creation [i) ;" i. e. all outward rites of initia- 
tion into thte church of God are of no Value to 

us, 

* Deut. X. 16/' + Afts yii. 5. SeeEzek. xHv. 7. *9- 
X Ezck. xi. 19, See xxxvi, 26. § £zek» xviii. 3** 
ti Pf. li. 10. 

{a) The laft Collea in the Office for the burial of the 
Dead. 
(^) Gd. iVu 26. (c) Gal. vl, 15, « ^^V.ivT.^^ ^vJc.^i^ 
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tls, without that great internal change of heart 
"vhich he requires. And, he confequently exhorts 
all who profefs the religion of Jefus " to put off 
^the old man, which is corrupt, according to 
** the deceitful lutls, and be venewed in the Ipirit 
*• of their mind, and put on the new man, ^\hich, 
''after God, is created in righteoufnefs a?}d true 
*** holinefs*." He clcfcribes the ColofFian converts, 
•as "having put ofFthe old man with his deeds; 
*' and having put on the new man, which is renew- 
^ ed in knowledge, after the iniugc of him that 
^'created him t." But St. John, in his firft JEpiflle," 
is perhaps the mod explicit |pn this fubjcfci. He 
tells us plainly " whofocver Dehcvelh that Jefus is 
*'ihe Chriil, is born of God+;* « Whbfocver 
** Oiall confeis, i. e. from his hearty that Jefuj is 
'4he Chrift, God dwellC'th in him, and he in 
*'Godf." He even defcribes the ;iature of this 
divine birth. 

\fi. " Whofoever is born of God ioth 

" not commit fin ; for his feed rcmainc th in hiro^ 

^ and he <:annot f'»n, becaufe he is bort^of God* 

^h\ this, the children of God are nxanifcft, and 

*the children of the devil: whofoever docth not 

' rigkteovfnefs is not of God[|*" "We know that 

' whofoever is born of God Jinntth not ; but he 

that is begotten of God keepeth himfelf, and 

that wicked one touclieth him not (a)." 

zndly, Obferve this mark alfo of a regenerate 

tt(*. \Y^ know *hat we are pafFcd from death unto 

D life, 

* Eph. iv> 24. + Col. iii. 9^ 10. :j: v. 1. See Mat. 
i. 17. ^ iv. 15. I) I John iii. 9, lo, («\ V. 18^ 



,^8 ' EXAMINATION. 

*' life, becaufe we love the brethren. He that loveth 
*' not his brother, abideih in death." *' Beloved, 
'« let us love one another : for^ love is of God; 
^ and ever)' one that loveth is bom of Cod, and 
« krioweth Cod. He that loveth ncK, knoiii\?€th 
"not God) for Cod is love* " 

^dly^ 'Obfcrv^e again. " Ye ara of God, littk 
*' children, and have overcome fhem : becaufe 
*« greater is he, that is in you, than he that is 
*' in the world. They are of the world ; therefore 
^^ fpeak the}' of the world, and the world heartih 
*' thevi. We are of God : he that knoweth Cod 
*' heareth us ; he tha# is not of God hea«th not 
*^ us. Hereby know we the fpirit of truth, and the 
** Ipirit of error t." " Whatfoever is born of God 
♦* overcometh the world; and this is the vitlory 
*' that overcometh the world, even our faith X^ 

/^thly t? lajily. Obferve this mark of our hea- 
venly adoption. *' Beloved, now are we the 
*« fon« of God, and it doth not yet appear 
•' what we (hall be; but, we know that, 
** when he (hall appear, we fhall be like him ; for 
« we fhall fee him as he is. And, every man 
•' that hath this hope in him pnrifieth hmjelf^ 
«' even as he is 'pure J,^ Here are certainly ftrong ! 
and evident marks of the divine birth, or change 
' of nature, produced by faving faith in Chrift. It 
caufes perfons to avoid the cofnmiflion of 
fm 11? to refift thf^ temptations of Satan, to do fudi 

things 

• John iv. 7. ,& 8. f iv. 4. 5. & 6. J v. 4. ii. 16. 

§ iii. 2. & 3. 
// In 1 John iii. 9.. & lo. & v . i^^'wherc it is affcrttd, 
itiat they w)io are born of God, ^^ do xv-qV vcAf:«KORX^^i 
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things as are righteous; to love all their brethren of 
mankind, but elpccially the brethren^ the true dif- 
ciplcs of a crucified Redeemer, with whom they 
are enabkd to enjoy fwect communion, while at 

Da the 

or commiffiin.*' Nothmg, as 1 conceive, is further from 
the Apoftle's (lefign, than to aifert, that a true believer, 
or child of God, will never fm again. He is preCerved 
from fm, only while the divine incorruptible " feed rc- 
**maineth in him,*' and he " keepeth bimfelf^" Then 
and then only, that " wicked one,*' Satan, *''' touchetb 
**himn»t.*' While this is the cafe, though Satan may 
fce permitted to tempt, affatl, and even afiliA him, yet he 
*• toucheth him not,'' fo as to occafion any injury to his 
feul. Neither are we to conceive the Apoftle's meaning 
to be, that there is no fmfulnefs in the believer or child 
of God, when weighed in the exaR balance ef the fane* 
tuary ; when beheld by the eyes of him, who ** fearch- 
•*eththe heart, " and ** accufcth his angels of folly." 
This would be to make St, John contradift himfelf, 
ivhcre he fays, " If we fay that we have no fin, we de- 
•* cetve ourfelveSj and the truth is not in us." i. 8. The 
very bed a£kion of the higheft Believer has in it fuch a 
degree of impurity and imperfcflioh, as abfolutely to 
require the atoning blood of Chrift. But, the (late rc- 
prelentedby the Apoftle appears to be fimply this : when 
the child of God purfues fuch a loving and obedient 
courfe of life, through faith in Chrift, that God, for his 
dear fon's fake, in whom he is ahptcd^ regards the gene- 
ral principle of his aftions, overlooks his various impcr- 
feftions, and imputes not to him Ij" \ thus ailing as an 
indulgent Father, toward a dutiful, but frail and feeble 
child. This fecms to me exnctly. to accord with the 
ftate fpoken ©f bv Pavid and St, P»u!. ^'Bleffedis he 
" whofc tranfgrelTlon is forgiven, wliole fin is covered. 
*' BlefTed is the man unto whom the Lor^ imputtth not 
^^ iniquity^ and in whofe fpirit is tk? guiU,'* Pf. xxxii. 
1- & 2. See Rom. iv. 6. & "J* 
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the fame time the '^ men of the world hear Aew 
*' not ;" enter not into their views. It may 
be added, that it caufes them to k)ve God, 
and Chrift, and to^ fhew their love in keeping 
all their commandments, which they no longer 
find to be " grievous *." Their faith enables tlura ' 
to overcome the world; and gives rife to a lively 
hope of being with Chrift, through which they are 
enabled, by divine grace, to purify their hearts 
from their original corruptions. This is, in fafi, 
that very " death unto fin, and new birth unto 
'* rightcouff^fs," which our Church juftly reprc- 
Icnts as " the inward fpiritual gracef' in b«^ptifm. 
Now, my dear friends^ afk yourfclves Whether 
any fuch change of nature, of principles, and con- 
duQ, have taken place in you. If you think it have, 
let me afli you, at what period ? I am not requi- 
ring you to know the hour, the day, the week, or 
month; but do you know the year, or portion of 
your life, when it commenced ? You V now nothing 
of this. You doTiot remember the time when you 
were efientially different fi^om what you are at 
prefent. Why, then, you have the greateft rea- 
fon to dread, that this change has never taken placfc 
at all, and thai you have never yet truly " believed 
*^ tr> thefaving of your foul;'* that you are not yet 
jultified, pardoned, and accepted by God, which 
can only be through fuch a faith as has been de- 
fcribed ; that you have not yet peace with him, 
but are ftill his enepiy, under the influence of a 
*' carnal mind, which is enmity againft him ;j;.'! 

Oh! 

* r Jehn v. i to 4. iCatecbi^m. % "^om. v . \. V\>:\, -;, 
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Oh! my dear brethren, if you live and die with 
God your enemy, who then can be youi 
friend? Think, how dreadful it muft be to hear 
thofe awful founds, an! id hear thempionounced 
^y the once loving Jclis, *' Bring thofe mine 
*' enemies, and flay tucm before my face;" to be 
*^ delivered over by him lo the tormentors, ajnidd 
'' weeping and gnafliiag of teeth f" God forbid 
^hat this (hould be your wretched ftate ! And yet^ 
it fiirely will be, if you have not that faith, the 
principle of a new and divine birth, which you 
have heard reprefented. Let us proceed, hbw-^ 
ever, to the confideration of the remaining marks 
of a true faving faith ; which have indeed been 
neceffarily in part touched on, in defcribing the 
new and fpiritual birth. 

3. Does your faith produce good works ? Does 
it fliew itfelf in a holy obedience to the laws and 
will of God ? Does it caufe you to be more amb- 
able^ diligent, and i^feful, in all the various fitua- 
tions and duties of human life ? Hear the Apoftle 
James : " I will ftiew thee my faith by my work^. 
** Faith, if it have not works, is dead, being alone, 
** As the body without the fpirit* is dead, fo faith 
'* without works ivS dead alfo f Remember the 
works, the great, the glorious, and frequently 
rood painful and laborious works, performed by 
the believers of old. Who can- read the lUh 
chapter of rheEpiftle to the Hebrews without fee- 
ing diefe ? Remember the works performed by 

D 5 the 

• or breath; + Japes ii, 18^ i^viS: 26. 
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the Apo^les of our Lord and the other primitive 
Chridians. Read the account of thefe in the 
book of Ail>. Nay! r^aJ the fennon of our 
Lord oa tliJ m.>iat; th* 13th chapter of St. 
Paurs-firft Epillle to the Corinihians; the Epiftlcs 
of St. James, and St. John; and then imaf^ine if 
ydu arc al>le, th.it there can be any true faving 
faith, without the performance of every good 
work, every duty of domeflic, focial, and civil 
life. In fa6t, thev who have imagined to them- 
felves an Antinomian favinij faith, a faith not nc- 
eeflarily produftive of good worksjiave been ready 
to wifh thefe and other, fimilar paffages expunged 
from the facred volume. But I hope "ye have not 
**-fo learned Chrift." lamfurcthat you have not, 
"if fo be, ye have been taught by hfm, as the truth 
"is in Jefus." Your miiiillers have, I truft, obeyed 
the injunction of the Apoftle : " This is a faith* 
^ ful faying, and thefe things I wiH that thou af- 
" firm conftantly, that they, which have believed 
*< in God, mi ^ht be careful to m lintain good works. 
*• Thefe things are gooil and profitable unto 
•'men *." Did not our dear Lord come to " pu- 
" rify unto hinifelf a peculiar people zealous of 
«« good works t?' Are not believers " created in 
•« Chrift Jefus to good works i*"* Is it not re- 
quired that we be " adorned with good works : 
** fhew ourfelves a pattern of good works ; be 
" thoroughly furnifhed to all good works ; that 
<6 wp « provoke each other to love and to good 

" works i 

♦Tit.iu. B. -VTvx.u, Y^. ' 
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" works ;' that we be * well reported of for good 
** works ; that we • let oar light fo fliine before 
*' men, that they may fee our good works, and glo- 
'' rify our Father which 5s in heaven*?'* Indeed, 
ray brethren, believers ." are not without liw, but 
** under the law to Chrift ;" and, though they 
entirely difclaim all individual merit from their 
works, and all dependence on them, in the vi^w of 
their acceptaHce with God, yet are they careful 
to '' adorn the do6lrine of Chrift their Saviour in 
" fill things t," well knowing that good ^yorks "are 
*'pleaiing and acceptable to God in Chrijl ;" fuch 
as he will gracioujly reward for his fake ; " and 
'' do fpring out neccffarily of a true and lively 
'^ faith ; infomuch, -that by them a lively faith may 
'^ be as evidently known, as a tree difcerned by 
^' its fruit J." * 

Carefully examine yourfelves, then, my friends^ 
Do you " put on, as the eleft of God, holy and 
' beloved, bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humble- 
' nefs of mind, meeknefs, long-fufFering; forbear- 
^ ing one another, and forgiving one another, if 

any 

* See Eph. ii. lo. Tit, ii. 7. 2 Tim. iii. ly,. HeK 
«. 24. iTim»v. 10. Mat. V, 16. iPct. if. 12^ 

+. TIt.'ii. 10. 

J Article 12. Compare this carefully with Article 
lithand i3tb, and let it be with prayer to God ; when 
:Hi«io£lrine of our Church, refpefting faith and works, 
jaA fcarcely fail to be underftood. This I recommend 
:o all perfons, whether members of the Church of" Eng- 
bnd, or not, beins; more and more fully convinced jhat 
>ur pious u formers have herein cVarly and faithfully 
represented th« do6lriae of the kti^Xui^i* 
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*' any man have acomplaint againfl; any * ?* Do 
you *' put away lying, and fpcak every man 
i' truth with his neighbour ?" Do you labour, work- 
" ing with your hand the thing which is good, ibat 
*' you may have to give to him that needeth ? * Do 
you '* let no corrupt communication proceed 
" out of your mouth, but that which is good to the 
'* ufe of edifying, that it may minifter grace unto 
" the hearers?" Do you " let all bitternefs, and 
** wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-fpcak- 
" ing be put away from you, with all malice ?" 
And are you " kind one ta another, tender-heart- 
*' ed, forgiving one another, even as God, for 
** Chrift's fake, hath forgiven you t ? ' " For- 
** nication, and all uncleannefs, or covetoufnefs, 
^' are they not fo much as once named among 
" you, as becometh faints ? Neither filthinefe, 
" nor foolifli talking, nor jefting J ;" bearing in 
** mind, that " every idle? word that men ftiaH 
*' fpeak, they fhall give account thereof, in the 
" day of judgment {/* 

Ye that are '^ children," do ye " obey your pa- 
•^ rents in the LoidT Ye that are «' parents," do 
ye « provoke not your children to wrath, but bring 
^ them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
" Lord?^' Ye that are '^ fervants," are ye "obc- 
" dient tb them that are your ma{1:ers according to 
^' the flefh, with fear and tumbling, (/. e. left you 
^ (hould offend or injure them) in finglenefs of 

your 

•C»l. ni. 12, & 13. + Eph. IV. 25. 28, 29.31, & 3?* 
f Eph, V. 3, &► 4« ^ Mat, xu»,^6. 
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your heart, as unto Chrift ; not with eye-fer- 
vice, as mcn-plcafers ; but, as the fervanrs of 
Chrift, doing the will 6f God from thehlcart;. 
lot gainfaying ; not purloining; but (hewing all 
50od fidelity ?' And, ye that are "mafters," da 
/e aft in the* fame manner unto them, forbearing 
hreatening; knowing that your mafter alfo is in 
leaven • neither is there refpetl of perfons with, 
lim * ? ' Ye that are " wives, " do ye " fubmir 
^ourfelves unto your own jiufbands, as it is fif, 
1 the Lord ?' Do ye *' love your hufbands, love 
your children ?" Are ye difcreet, chafte, keepers^ 
It home, good t ?*' Are ye fo " in fubjeftion ta 
^oar own hufbands, that, if any obey not the 
vord, they alfo may, without the word, be won 
)y the coriverfatipn of the wives, while they bc- 
lold your chafte conveffation. coupled with 
ear?'* Is your ''adorning, .not that outward 
idorning of pl^it^ng the hair, and of putting oi>' 
f apparel, but the hidden man of the heart, in 
lat which is not corruptible, even the ornament 
fa meek and quiet fpirit, which 'is in the fight of 
)od of great price J ?" And, ye that are huf- 
»ds, do ye '.'love your wives, being not bitter 
gainft them;" but" giving honour unto the 
'ifc as unto ihc' weaker veffel { ? ' 
f ye perform thefe relative duties with faithful- 
;, and diligence, Are ye alfo, according to your 
Tal means, careful to relieve Chrift in his poor 

members ? 

Eph. vi. 1, 4, 6, & 9. Tit. ii. 10. + Tit. ii. ^. 
. J 1 Pet, iii. 7. § Col. iii. 18. & ig. Sc^ to the 
do f the Chapte. Eph. v. aa, lo \.Vvt tiv^* 
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members ? Is k likely ever to be faid of you as l^t v 

was once faid of a Pagan Emperor of the Chrif- rbih 

tians in his time, " How the'c Chriftians love one rvA 1 

** another *!** Hear our Saviours bitter complaint rlov 

againft many of you : '' I was an hungred, andyc hm 

" gave mcno meat: I was ihirfly, andyegavemc rfon 

*' no drink f I was a ftranger, and ye took me J^cute 

" not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: ficlc, rF<ii 

*^ and in prifon, and ye vifited me not. For, in. r t:or 

•' afmuch as ye did it not unto one of the leaft of fee. < 

" thefe, ye did it nor to me t." And, remember, Rue < 

if this pathetic rcmonftrance will not have effcS be? 

on your hard hearts at prcfent, it will be made, v ®' 

when you appear trembling before his judgment- KOt 

feat ; and it will be accompanied by your dread- 1 ^ 

ful fentencc, " Depart, ye curfed, into everlafiing I'Ai 

*« fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."* i?la 

This (hall fcarcely fooner be pronounced than exc» Idifi 

cuted, for ye "fhall go away into everlafting punifli^ | SI 

*« ment; but the righteous into life eternal J," Oh! 

"how will ye then lament, that ye made not to your- 

*^ felves friends of "your wealth," the mammon of 

*f unrighteoulhefs, that they might have received 

*' you into everlafting habitations ^y* afluredtoo, 

as ye were by Chrift: himfelf,that '^hofoeverfliould 

*' give even a cup of cold water, to a difciple^ in 

*' his name, becaufe he belongs to him, fliould 

" not lofe his reward i{/* Andthink, my friends, 

what 

■ 

• Julian, f Matt. xxv. 42, 43. & 45. J Matt. xxv. 
4K &46. § Luke xvi. 9. (j Mark ix. 41. SeeMatU 
X* 42. 
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^liat worcis are thefe ! ^« Yc liave heard, that h 
•' hath been faid, Thou fhalt love thy neighbour, 
^ and hate thine enemy. But I fay unto you', 
^' Lave your enemies, Blefs them that curfe 
^' you ; do good to them that hate you ; and pray 
^ for them which defjpitefuUy ufe you, and pcrfe- 
" cute you; that yc may be the children of your 
^' Father which is in heaven*," What a condi- 
*^ tion is here. ~ We muft love our very enemies, 
iSrc. or^e cannot be ihe children of God, the 
<me difciples of Chrift. Are you not then ready 
to exclaim, as an humble and pious mati once did, 
^* Bleffed Jefus! either thefe are not rh>y words, 
*> or we are not Chriftians ?** . • 

This is the faith which we reCDmniend ; a faitb 
•which fliews itfelf in fuch works as thefe ; and we 
"plainly tell you, that if your faith produce not 
<hefe bleffed fruits, it cannot be the means of your 
*falvation. A true faith, by which we receive the 
^pardon of God, through Chrift, will evei: be at- 
tended witrt them. ^' Let no man then endeavour 
-** to put afunder what God has thus indiffoluble 
••* joined together !" When alfo we tell you (as 
I hope we ftiaH ever tlo) ye are faved by faith t, 
kt no one for an inflant imagine that we mean 
any other faith, than fuch an one as is ^ the fub- 
** nance of things hoped for," through Jefus 
Chrift, ** the evidence of things -not feen ;* and is 
not only attended with peace of ccMifcience^ 

through 

^ Matt. V. 44* & 45. i Rotn. 111. 22. v. i« xi. so* 
aX^or.i. 24. Philip, iii. j. Gid* ii, 16. iv, , '^4 
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through an entire confidence in the blood and 
merits of the Redeemer, but alio produces a new 
and fpiritual biuhj a complete ^nd entire change 
of nature; and fliews iUtlf in obedience to all 
Cods holy la\vs, even in every good work. If 
thefe ePetts be not i:roduced in you, do not de- 
lude yourftlvcs, by iii;agining, that you are true 
belie\ ers in Chrift. It cannot be. The word of 
God is entirely againlt you. Whatever delufive 
notions, or fpeculation.^, you may entertain, &jc 
fan of God will fay. to you, on the great davj 
^ I never knew you." 

Thi& is tbe true fcripture faith in Chrift. To 
reprefem it (as fome ignorantly do) deftrut^ive of 
morahty, is like^prefenting the fun dellruttive of 
iight and heat. To fpeak of it, as productive of 
fpiriiual pride, is like fpeaking of penury and con- 
tempt, as feeding ambition. We may be affured, 
whatever infidels or formalifts may urge againft it, 
as it flows from God, fo it is the fruitful fpring of 
all that is good and lovxly. And, it poflcffes, 
among i)thers, this fupertority ever every principle 
of human invention, that, while it raifes man to the 
higheft pinnacle of human excellence, it proftrates 
fiis foul in the very lowcft flate of felf-aDbafemcnt, 
Rcferving the remaining fcripture marks of a 
true faving faith for future difcourfes, may all 
pcrfons, who have already difcovered, that "they 
have it not^ pray to God, without delay, that be 
will impart it! Remember, it is his gift and opc- 
ratioH* This, with *^ every good and pcrfeft 

gift 
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gift, Cometh down from the Father of lights," 
!hrift is its 2L\it\y(k and finiflier. You cannot 
ive it to yourfewes. Bat tTien, remetnber like- 
ife, for your comfort, .that God is more ready to 
iftow,. than you can be to fcek it. He who. b^s 
given his own Son to die for our fins, will, we may 
be affured, with him, freely give us all things." 
nd ye, my brethren, who enjoy this ineftimable 
gift of God," who live by faith in the Redeem- 
er, yet not you, but Chrtfrliveth in you ; be 
refill that you adorn your holy calling by -every 
K)d work, that if any '* fpcak againll you, as 
evil-doers, they may^ by your good works, 
which they fliall behold, glorify God, in the 
day of vititation *, Bear conftantly in mind, 
at the more your faith is exercifed in a holy, 
ving, humble, and obedient courfe of life, the 
ore it will beincreafed; and that an inaQive faith 
11 foon become a dead faitli. May none of us 
this, or in any way, " concerning faith, make 
ipwreckt; but may we "grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour; and 
even grow up into him in all things, which U the 
bead, Jefus ChriftJ/' May Almighty God 
int this to our prayers, for the fake of his dear 
n, Jcfus Chrift our Lord ! Amen ! 

1 Pet. ii. 12. +1 Tim. i. 19. J 2 Pet. HL 18. 
K, iv« 15, 
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PRAYER BEFORE OR AFTER THE SERMl 

The laft Prayer or ColleEl in t%^ Ojfice for the Buru 
the Dcad^ and the CoUcSlJor the Sixth Sunday after Tr'u 

O merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jefus Ch 
■U'ho is the refurreclion and the life ; in whom v 
foe ver belie veth fhall live though he die ; and v 
Soever liveth and belicveth in him fhall not dic( 
nally ; we meekly befeech thee, O Father, to nil 
from the death of fin unto the life of righteoufr 
pour unto our hearts luch love towards thee, 
ve may love thee above all things : .that at the g 
ral refurreftion, in the laft day, we may befc 
acceptable in thy fight, and receive thatblef; 
vrhich thy well-beloved Son Ihall then pronoi 
to all that" love and fear thee, faying, ^' Com< 
blefled children of my Father, receive the king 
prepared fjor you from the beginning of the woi 
Grant this, we l^efeech thee, O merciful Father,! 
Jefus Chrift, our Mediator and Redeemer ! 



s~ 



SERMON IV. 

ON 

Gax.v. 6. 

X» Jffus Chrijl^ neither circumcifion availcth any ihini 
uniircumcifion availcth anything^ but Jaith zuhich \ 
ith by love* 

THE heart of man is juftly Tcprefentec 
Sacred Writ, not >only as " defpcr 
^wkkcd^ but deceitful jJbove all things." 
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tJjis, which renders the inflruQion of the people fo 
extremely difficult. Many not only are blind, but, 
like the Pharifcesof old, " fay they fee; therefore 
** their fin rcmaineth *•' heir very worft fymptom 
is, their total ignorance of their fpiritual diforderst. 
The very mortification, which is fpreading itfelf 
vider and wider over their fouls, gives them a ki|id 
cfeafe which they miftake for health. This it is, 
vhich often renders a faithful difcharge of the mi- 
nifterial office fo extremely difficult. This has 
led the Holy Spirit to give fo many marks in the 
6cred fcriptures, by which we may truly judge of 
our fpiritual (late. And it has been this principle, 
which has occafioned me, in the three preceding 

£ 2 difc40urfe^ 

♦ See John ix. 41. 

t*5 Ecaelo defcendit gnoothi feauton," obferrcs thcr 
^oman poet, Juvenal, Sat. xi. line ^y. Madan has the 
•ollowing paffage, in a note on this line : 

" This apothegm of Chilo was, with others, wrtttea 
** up in golden letters, at the Temple of Apollo, at Del- 
** phos; and was t her ('fort hcVicvcd to come from heaven. 
** Not but it is very found theology, to fay, that, to have 
*' the veil of pride and felf-love taken away, fo that we 
** know ourfclves aright, is the gift of God, and th« 
•* foundation of all true faving kT.owledge. See Jer» 
xvii. 9, & 10." I confcfs myfelf inclined to go rather 
further than the learned Commentator ; and to give the 
fatyrift credit for defigning to fuggeft nearly the veryrc- 
flcftion which Mr. M. has made. As Montcfquieu ob- 
ferves of himfelf, in his "Spirit of Laws." An author's 
•* bufinefs is not to make men read only, but to make them. 
•* think:" and indeed, many of the fables of the heathens 
afford ample: fcope for this, as the learned Bryant has 
(ixfiicicntly fhcwn in his *' Analylis of Ancient Mytho- 
iogy. 



5^^ sxAMWATro?; 

difcourfes, to bring forward the feveral figns \v}i«A 
he has afforded us of a true juftifying faith. The 
extreme importance of the point in queftion will, 
L doubt not, appear a fufficient reafon, to all 
humble enquirers after divine truth, if I encfea- 
\r)UT to reprefent fome additional fcriptur^ marks 
df this, which may help, by divine grace, to pbtt 
tbis awful fubjeCt beyond all difpute. May the 
Holy Spirit of God enlighten our minds while we 
proceed to confidcr true faving faith in Chrift by 
the following certain effefl ! It works by love,, 
. In jt^fus Chrift (obferves the apoftle in our 
^- tCTctJ neither civcumcifion availeth any thing, 
** nbr uncircumcifion availeth any thing, bat 
'i faitJi which worketh by love ." In the next 
chapter, he ufes the fame expreflion with refpeS 
tpthat '^'Uew creatio»V' or new and fpijriiurf 
birth, which we have already confidered. And, 
in writing to the Corinthians, the contraft ^hich 
he oppofes to circumcifion is, « keeping tk 
•« commandments of God t," or, «^ good works;** 
which likewife occupied a part of our laft dif- 
Gourfe. He does not oppofe the Jewipi rite of 
initiation to baptifm, the rite of admittance into 
the Chrijlian Church, but to faving faith, regene- 
ration, and holincfs of heart and life, without 
which no perfon could ever be a true member of 
either the one church or the other. The faith, 
then, which " availeth, m Chrift," is that '^ which 
^. worketh by love." 

There may polfibly appear a near refemblancc 

betweca 
* Gal. vi. 15. ^ 1 C%T. v\\.\^. 



Wtwcen ^ waking by love," aodibeing f rodu3ive 

^ of good works;" which we laft difeufled. Arid' 

b^ in fa£l^ there is ; for no work can be truly good^ 

which does not arife from love to God, in the firib 

joftaoce, and to man,, as far as he may be concerned 

iiiii. If the one be *' with all our heart,^ with aft 

^ our foul, and with all our mind, and with all our 

^ Ihjength," and the other be " as we love our- 

** lelves,'* we have our blefled Stiviour's affiirancei 

that they comprehend within- them "all the law and 

^ the prophets *." It is this divine principle oB 

Ave to God and man, Which we ihall confiderit a^ 

^ proof of our faith beihg jhat which really jtifti*- 

Qgb. Not that either our works, or our love, or 

indeed our faith itfelf, can in any way be the eauft 

ef our juftification : but God freely juftifies us^ 

for the fake of Chrift, by a>^ faith which worketH' 

« hy love t." Love is a certain lign of. favin^ 

fcitn; and if there be noworicing ruling principle 

of love in our heartis, we may rely on it, our featfc 

is vain. « The end of the commandment is cha- 

♦^ rity, or love^ out of a pure heart, and of a good: 

^ conJTcience. and of faith unfeigned J," " Though' 

^ we had all faith,; foihat we could remove moun* 

<* tmh ^nd had not love, vTC fhoul^ be nodiing.; ' 

£3;' And- 

• SeciMark xii.^Qj to 35, Mat; xxi'u 37 to 41. 
Quke X. 27, & 28k . . ; 

+ The reader, will find this fubjeft 110ft ably difcuifed 
ill the three Homilies of our Church , " Of Salvation," 
«* Of Faith," and, " Of Good Works." As alfo in Mr*. 
Baxter's " Aphorifms of Juftification.!* 

J 1 Tiin, i. 5. « agapee," the fatna^oxd^s \fes^<v^tw.V 
J. Cor, xiii0. &c; 
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And, let us remember, though loye will (hew 
itfelf in all good works, yet there may be many 
which y^^w to be fuch, without this divine prin- 
ciple. We may " give all our goods to feed the 
^ poor, and give our body to be burned, and not 
" have love." The Phariftes,in our Saviour's time, 
^ were highly celebrated for '' doing alms,'* and 
^ would '' compafs fea and land to make a fiijgle 
« profylite." Yet his all feeing i^yes detcfted thefe 
hypocrites^ as entirely deftitute of love either to 
God or man *• Where love is real, its poffeffor 
will '' fuffer long, and be kind ; envy not ; vaunt 
" not himfelf ; be not puffed up; behave not him- 
" felf in any way unfeemly ; feek not even his 
*^own; be not eafily provoked; think no evil; 
♦* rejoice not in iniquity, but rejoice in the truth; 
*' bear all things ; believe all things ; hope all 
*' things ; endure all things t.'* It has been right- 
ly termed, " the bright conftellation of all virtues 
<^ or graces." It is the fruitful iburce of whatever 
is good, excellent, and amiable. It creates an 
heaven in the bread. It diffufes the beams of 
happinefs around it. Were it univerfal, this earth 
would be a parSidife. It never failcth ; but, when 
prophecies, and tongues, and knowledge, fhall 
■all fail, and vanifh away X^ love fhall remain, and 
form the brightefl: jewel in our crown of glory. 
Nay, it is the very effcnce of God himfelf. " Be- 
<^ Ipved^" whatever we do, then, " let us love one 

another ! 

* See Mat. xxiil- 15. vi. i, &c. xxiii. 13. &c. 
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xi for love is of God; and everyone 
>veth is born of God, and knoweth God. 
lat lovcth not, knoweth not God: for 
s Love*," 

ever the.infpired writers thus ftrongly en*- 

r^ towards our brethren, they always con* 

a^ arifing from obedience to " the tii ft and- 

[I commandment,"- love towards God. 

ideed, where it is real and heart-felt, have 

fource. We are by nature felfifh beings. 

^, indeed, in our natural ftate, do kind- 

which jnay appear for our credit, or to 

from wliom we hope a return. We 

vide for the wants of our families and 

becaule they are ours. We may requite 

, becaufc done to 2^5, An Herod may 

thing, even to the half of his kingdom^ 

a damfel dances to pleafe him t. As 

obferves, with his ufual depth of true 

experience, " Many actions alTume the 

ance of charity, that are wholly felfifh* 

arnal; for inordinate affection, ielf-will,. 

pe of reward, and the delire of perfonal 

tage and convenience, are the common^ 

is, that influence the conduft. of men];.'* 

But 

John iv. 7, 8. f See Markvi. 22, 8c 23, 

e's Tranflation, Bock 1. chap. 15. What fat is- 

uft it afford to alt the friends of genuine religioni. 

imitation of Chrifi" hasbeen trauUatedinto al-* 
y language of Europe ; and lias pa (Ted thrqugh, 
ions than any book excepting the bible, to which 
haps it may yield the palm of fu^^\\€>t\X.N • IiI^h^ 

that it w^as written by aP2Lipv^,^£v^^.^'5:Ocs^^:i 



But to ^ love with a pure heart fervemlyy' t6 kwe 
univerfally all Cod's: creatures, not iiierdy firieods^ 
but even enemies ; this can aiife only fixnn our 
being « panakers of the divine nature,** bom of 
God to a new and fpiritual life, by faiUi m Jefus 
Chrift, even the faith which we are confidmng, 
*« faith which workfith by love^" by love to Chrift, 
love to God, love to all his creation. TIm^ a]K>ft!e 
John exhorts, " that he who loveth God, love 
^^ his brother alfo ^;" well, knowing diat he alone, 
who does indeed love God, can: truly love his 
brother. The^ true love of the one^ and of the 
other, muft (land or fall toother. <« If any nan 
^^ fay, I love God, and hateth hyi brother, hct is 
^ a liar t ;" «« if we love him that begat, we muft 
^ love him alfo^ that is begotten of him J ;" fo if 
we really love our brethren of mankind ^ Inad^ 
Rafter the fimilitude of God," then, and then^ <m\f 
can we tjruljc ** have the love of God in- us {.* 

Now, my dfcaf friends^ alk your owti hearts,, a»; 
in the prefence of God, Do you poffefs thii-cser? 
tpin teft of true faving faith, even a pure andardeiiL 
li3ve to God and Marl ?• How would thcfe wordi 
faulter on the tongues of foitie f " Lord, thou: 
*^ krtOweft all things r thou^ knoweft that I love 
•^ thee." How would fome of you dread a dif- 
clofure of the felfi/k principle, which influences, 
all your condiift towards mankind!; How afB-. 
duoufly do many of you " feek honour one of: 
^ another^ neglefti^g the honoiir whi^h ciomcfthi 

fromi 
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Otn God only. How then can ye believe *," 
/"ith what care do you ftrive to amafs the fmallcft 
)rtion of " the unrighteous mannnon" to the neg« 
i of "the true riches!'* Oh^ my friends, 
rat dreadful fcenes will be laid open, in that 
sat day, when " the fecrets of all hearts fhall be 
revealed!" How will the falfc and holiow- 
irted profeflbr of religion then (land aghaft ! 
who was ever foremoft in all ordward afts of 
motion, who has been ready to fay of himfclf to 
yd " the zeal of thine houfe hath even con- 
Aimed me," andwhofe aftions, if not his words, 
fitiniially proclaimed to men, *« Come )^, and 
fet my zeal for the Lord!" Oh, how will ftrch 
one tremWe with difmay, when God " (hall ma- 
iifeft Ae counfels of his heart !*' It k dreadful 
thii^^ of tht appearauce vfhicn wili t^r^ ^ 
ide by fome,of t^h<H!i «* all men fpeak well" in 
s ^orld; the fmootb*tongued hypocrites, who 
)fcfs themfelves every one*s deareft friend; -v/ko 
uld be thought to intereft themfelves in mt 
icertis of every man ; and to forget only their 
n. ** Ifrael (faith God by his Prophet) is an 
pty vine : he bringeth forth fruit to himfelf t.'* 
id, of how many ofyoit^ on the great day, will he 
ke the fame declaration, vhile the affembled 
iverfe of men and angels are witnefs to its 
th! But, remember! fpeaking of CArj/?/fln5, 
: apoftle fays, *^ None of us liveth to 
limfelf ; and no man dieth to himfelf. For, 

^^whethey 
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«* whether we live, we live unto the L6rd ; airf^ 
<^ whether we die, we die unto the Lord : whether 
^' we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's*/* 
Now, my brethren, can you truly fay this? 
Do you live unto the Lord, and not unto your 
felves ? Do you live, and do all thefe things, to 
the glory of God, in Chrift, and the happinefs 
and well-being of all his creatures, efpecially his 
true difciples, his adopted children in the graciou* 
Redeemer, whom he has declared to be dear to 
him, as " the apple of his eye?". Is this love of 
God and man the great ruling principle of all your 
conduS, from which, as fo many ftreams iffuing 
from an everflowing fountain, all your afiio» 
continually fpring ? If not, I leave you to draw 
the felf-evident tonclufion. You may yourfqlves 
know, <' whether ye be in the faith ;" and yoo 
cannot for an inftant doubt, after what has been 
already brought forw^ard, that if not in the faith, 
then are you not in Chrift, you have do intereft iu 
him, and whatever he may be to others, while you 
continue thus, he is no Saviour to you ; but you 
are' " filling up the meafure of your iniquities,** 
•* until wrath come upon you to the uttermoft." 
If it were to be afked, " How does faith work 
** by love ? or, by what medium does the princi- 
*' pie of faith in Chrift difplay itfelf in love to 
«' God and man ?" The anfwer is plain. Till we 
believe in Chrift, with a true faving faith, wc 
inay fear God, but we cannot truly love him* 

Many 

♦ Rom* xW. •], ^. 
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y who are entirely ignorant of thefe points, 
: that they love God and man ; but (as,we 
feen) in reality do not. They « live to them- 
s." When the eyes of our mind are opened, 
K'Q fee God and ourlelves, in fome meafure, 
as they truly are, this, without the knowledge 
irift, will rather fill us with apprehcnfion and 
I, than with the gentle foothing paflion of 
A criminal may admire, reverence, and 
n the judge, by whom he is condemned, yet 
jtrccly can be laid to love him. But, when 
uly believe in Chrift, fucb is the view we 
of a iin-pardoning God, fo happy do wc feel 
It full confidence, with which we can repofe 
1 for falvation,' fo arc owr hearts drawn to 
under a fenfe of his *' long-fufFering and 
at mercy, his plenteoufncfs in goodnefs and 
:h," that we cannot but love him. Thus 
love him, becaufe he firft loved us *•" It is 
new which is now opened in our hearts, 
gh faith in Chrift, of God's unbounded love 
* fallen race of man, ^vcn to the gift of his 
begotten Son t, which now binds us to him, 
chains of adamant. We now love the Father 
whom, the Son through whom, and the Holy 
t by Vhom, we continually feekand obtain mcr- 
d grace. All our communion with God, every 
; to him in prayer, endears each perfon of the 
)us Trinity /o much the more to our hearts, 
le fenfe we have of our own unworthinef^, 

vilenefs; 

* Johniv. tg; f John iii, i6» 
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vilencfs, ^vcakncfs, hclpleflhefs ; all our t^mpia* 
tic^ns from vithout, and from wiihin ; all the trial% 
difficulties, calumnies, and malice, of a (infill and 
corrupt ^vorld, caufe-the belie>'er to repofe with 
the fuller confidence, and the more entire af- 
feftion, in his God : as the raging of the winds, 
and waves, will caufc an aflVighted child to cling 
more clofcly to the brcaft of an affeftionate mo- 
then Oh, my friends! have you felt nothing 
refcmbling this ? Then I pity you from my veiy 
foul. Have you nev<^r had your hearts drawn to 
God, and refting on him, as " the portion of your 
<* inheritance ?" Have your hearts never been i 
leady to exclaim with a truly Chriftian poet *? j 

*^ Give what thou can'ft, without thee we arc 

" poor; 
*« And with thee rich, take what thou w3t 

" away!" 

Can your faith then be faid to « work by lover 
Oh ! no ; alTuredly it cannot. You know^ I 
hope, what it is to love an earthly parent, or a 
child ; to have *' a friend which is as thine own 
*' foul t." Have you, then, none of that affec- 
tion for God, which you have for thefe? Are your 
breafts open to every endearing tie where man is 
concerned, but clofed when God is the objefl ? 
Tl)en depend ©n it, if you do not love^ you do 

not believe* If you truly believed, how many 

more 

* Cowper's Tafk, Theconclufion of Book 5; 
f Deutp xiii. 6. 
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Src bonds of gratitude ^ould draw your afFec-^ 
ms to God than can to my created being ? Are 
m not indebted lo him ^' for your creation, pre- 
iervation, and all the bleffings of this life, butt, 
dbovc all^ infinitely above all, for his ineftimable 
love, in the redemption of the world by our 

Lord Jcfus Chrift*?" Yet, you can repeat words 
tke thefe, with ftoical apathy, widi complete in* 
ifierence. What does this argue, but an hean 
jnorant of God's numerous bleflings ; fupremei^ 
joorant of his '* greal fahation ?" 

Be not ready to fay that I am referring you 
3 emotions and feelings alone. My lad difcourie 
/ill, I fhould hope, be an anfwer to fuch an 
ccufetion as this. Yes! if we love Cod, wefliall 
eep his commandments ; we (hall be anxious to 
erform his whole wilU We cannot do otherwifc. 
Ve aft fo with refpeft to men, and the very- fame 
I'mciple holds good with regard to God. If we 
H-ea fellow-creature, we take a tender intereft in 
hatever concerns him ; and, more particularly in 
lofe things which moft concern hind, I would 
k you then, as in God's facred prefence. Do you 
usxnanifeft your love to God and^Chrift ? With- 
it this, I will readily agree with you, all emotions 
id'fenfations are nothing^rc mere deluiion« If yoa 
ve God, you mufl keep his commandments; you 
uft alfo love and ferve his creatures, €ven «* the 
umbankful, and the evil.** You muft love all 

•F whom 

• General Thankfgiving at Momiag and Evening 
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^Iiom God loves; bat efpecially all vAio 1 
tim, and whom he confequently regards with 
varmeft afFeftion. You muft exert yourfeli 
promote whatever is near and dear to God. ^ 
muft employ for this end your powers, facult 
wealth, inflaenoc, all the v^ous " talents" o 
whkh God has appointed you, as ftewards, 
** occupy till he come *." Now, what is near i 
dear to God ? Is not the happinefs and welfare 
all his creatures ? Is it not efpecially their eten 
happinefs, their everlafting ialvatk)n,by faith in 
gofpei ? For this God gave his Son, his only-l 
gotten Son. For this Chrift fhed his blood. I 
this the Holy Cboft continually ftrives with ma 
and notwithftanding fo many refift him, he ii 
ilrivos- What then are ymi doing to promote 
fuccefs ? Do not fay, " We are not minifters." 
am not afking you, whether you minifter in i 
congregation; but, is your common converfati 
*« that which is good to the ufe of edifying, fuch 
*« may minifter grace unto the hearer?" Do y 
fcek to " turn many to rigbteouihefs ;" to •' a 
^ vert the finner from the error of his way," a 
Aus ** fave fdUls from death t ?' Do you emp! 
your wealth, your power, aad abilities, to this | 
sious end ? Here you may all be miinifters, m 
ilers of grace. Think of this. Your comn 
converfation *^ may minifter grace to the hean 
It may be <^ good to the ufe of edrfyieg,'* of bti 
ing mp the difciples of Chrift Jefus, in their n 

h 
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o\y faith. The facred influences of bis Holy 
pirit will accompany your wordsf and y6u may 
B thus in^the moft exalted fenfe^ '^ labourers to- 
gether with God*." So may you, in the em- 
loymem of all the pofTeflions, with which he has 
tttrufted you. Do you then ufe any confider- 
ble part of them to this purpofe ? Nay, fhrink not 
om the queftion i Your foul depends on it. 
'hrift fays to you, as well as to St. Peter, loveft 
lou me ? then " feed my fheep ; feed my lambs ;** 
jd if you could reply, as fincerely as he did, 
thou knoweft that I love thee," then you would 
J (o; and would employ your feveral powers of 
ind and body, wealth, and influence, in a man- 
jr. fuited toyour ftation in life, for the promotion 
" this moft glorious work of God, this work of 
I others the moft dear to him ; this great end of 
1 his other dilpenfations. 
Thus we have feen, in what manner, faith, and 
ve to Cod and man, and works of love are in- 
flblubly united. The" <|Heftion 't|ien recurs, 
ave you this " faith which works by love?'* If 
>t,' feek it without delay. As you* value your 
uls, feek it at the hands of God. I will again 
mind you : it is his gift and operation. Chrift 
its author and finifher t. Seek it then by faith- 
1 prayer. If you obtain it not, you are irre- 
iverably loft. If you die without it, your fouls 
e ruined for ever. Apply-- foF it, immediately; 
ime is hurrying on. Life is wearing away. 

F 2 A few 

•i Cor. iii, 9. + Eph, ii. 8. Col. ii, 12, Heb. xii, 2» 
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A few more fammers and winters, and you 
mud be numbered with the dead ; muft (^ go to 
•' your own place ♦." Perhaps, not one. Per- 
haps5 not a day. And, oh ! how awful is this 
thought ! " Where the tree falletfi, there it fhall 
*« He." « There is no work, nor device, nor 
^ knowledge, nor wifdom, in the grave, whither 
♦* thou godl t :" But, as " he that is - righteous 
**i«rill be righteous ftill, and he that is holy will be 
« hoty fKU;" fo « he that is unjuft wilLbe unjuft 
^Mi'r*' «id "he which ii filthy will be filthy 
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RAYER BEFOR E OR AFTER THE SERMON?, 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity ^ 

L.ORD, we befeech thee, grant thy people grace to * 
withfbthd.the temptations of the world, the fl^fti, 
and the devil, and, with pure hearts and minds, to 
fallow thee, the only God, through Jefus Chriftn 
our Lord ! 



SERMON V. 

ON 

t John v. 4» 

Whatfoever is born of God over comet h the world : and 
th/s is the viSory that overcometh the world, even our 
faiths 

Ft is umverfaHy acknow feezed to be a pecii* 
liarly dHficult and hazardous ftate of warfare^ 
hich is carried on in the midft of an enemy's 
mntry. It requires fuch continual watchfulneft 
id circumfpeftion, with fuch a conftant ftate of 
■eparation. Thr attacks to which we are fubjeft 
e not only frequent, but all made with peculiar 
Ivantage. Our external refources are compa- 
lively few. Such was the cafe with Ifrael, itt 
-efling forward to a fettlemeni in the land of 
)anaan. Such is Uie cafe with every Chrifiiaa 
arrior, in fighting Jsis way^ through this earthly* 
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wildernifs, to his promifed inheritance in tbi 
heavenly Jerufaletn, He can overcome by a 
Dhrine Po^er alone. So we are affured, in #ur 
text. « Wliat(bever is born of God overconactb 
•'the world; and this is the viftorythat over- 
** Cometh the world, even our faith/' Let us 
proceed then to confider, 

1. " The world,** which is to be overcome. 

8. The Divine principle that is to overcome it. 
By which we may fee, 

3. How far we are poffeffed of it, 

1. What is meant by " the world," which is to 
be overcome ? 

If we were to fearch the writings of all the men 
of the greatelt learning and talents, both ancient 
and modern, for their definitions of the moil im- 
portant fubjcfts, we could not perhaps find one 
fo fimple, and at the fame time fo fully defcrip- 
tive and comprehenfive, as that which has been 
given by the apoftle John of what is here meant 
\^ « the world." Let infidelity blufh, when it 
C^fiderg, that fuch matter-pieces of compofitioft 
have been produced by the fifhernlen of GaHlec. 
The apoftle,having commanded us to "love not the 
* world, neither the things that are in the world;* 
declaring that "If any man love the world, the 
^ love of the Father is not in him ;" proceeds^ 
briefly to reprcfent what he means by that world 
againft which' he cautions us. « For all that is 
« in the world, the luft of the Qefh, the luft of the 
*^ cyesj and the pride of life, is not of the Father^ 
^ but is of the world*." If it, were my defiga ta 

♦ 1. Johnu. ^5^ v&». 
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r into loBg difcufBons of this natare, it might 
afily fhewn, that thefe three principles com- 
lend within them every corruption which pre- 
; in this tower world; every thing which does 
proceed from the Father of lights, the Author^ 
/ery gift that is good and perfett. By " the 
ft of the flefti,** wc may underftand thofe evil 
•cs, which maintain their influence through the 
fcr fenfes, and lead to fuch as are therefore 
icd fenfual gratifications. By " the luft of 
eyes" appears to be defigncd thofe earthly 
res, which gain an inlet through the organs of" 
b, and relate principally to thofe poffeflions^, 
ttainments, by which thefe are exercifed and 
ified. By " the pride of life/' is clearly meant 

principle of corrupt nature, which hurries* 
the mind, to thirft after vain diftindions, and 
priority over our fellow-mortals^ To repre- 

the three principles in a manner more level 
i the comprehenfion of mankind in general;; 
r fhew themfelves in the inordinate defire 
worldly pleafures, worldly riches, and worldly 
ours; or, to fpeak ftill moye briefly, kh 
uality, avaricey and ambition. But, after all^. 
may, perhaps, more eafily conceive, than* 
rribie, all which the apoftie imendecl to con-^. 
under " the luft of the flefh,^^ the luft of the 
ycsj and the pride of life." In fhort^ they 
ivey all the principles of that " wifdom, which^ 
efcendcth not from above,* and is earthly fen- 
jal, devilifli *•" Satan is reprefentcd, as efta- 
hing his worfhip and dominion; in.tb£m;. and: 

* Jatncs iu. V5* 
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is thcrefoTC denominated " the God and f rince 

• of thiff world*." And all mankind, except the 

" few faithful called *' the children of light," are 

termed " the children of this world," becaufe thejr ♦ 

are under the influence of one or other of thcfe 

corrupt principles, and thus under the power of 

Satan. He, who bed " knew what was in man,*^ 

pofitively declared, that they *' are of their father, 

" the devil, and the lufts of their father they will 

" do t." He afferted, on the contrary, of his tnie 

difciples, that " they are not of the world, as he 

*' was not of the world ;J;." And he made it hi* 

laft prayer, on earth, to his Father, «' not that he 

« fhould take them out of the world (for he bim- 

felf was no reclufe) but that he Ihould " keep 

them from the evil one § ;" i. e. from Satan, and 

thcfe his corrupt principles that we are confidering^ 

by which he has ettablifhed and maintains fuch ex^ 

tenfjve empire among the children of men. The 

reprefentation given by St. John, which we briefly 

noticed in a former difcourfe, is exa8ly fimilar* 

Allow me to remind you of it^ Addreffing be* 

lievers, he fays, '^ Ye are of God, little childrerv 

** and have overcome them : becaufe greater is he 

^ that is in you, than he that is in the world" 

And, he thus fhews the diJtmBion between them 

and unbelievers. ^* TheysLve of the world; thcre- 

*^ fore fpeak they of the world, and the world 

^^ heareth them.** We (on the contrary) are of 

God. He that '^ knoweth God heareth us : he that 

ttis 

* John xiVi 150. sCor. iv. 4. f Johnviii. 24. 
tjohn xviu tS, See ver. i\, ^ JoVvaxw. i^* ** ^ 
^ tou poonecrou." 
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* is not of God heareth not us. Her thy know xv€^ 
he fpirit of truth, and the fpirit of error *." 

" Out of the abundance of the heart (obferves 
^ our bleffcd Saviour) the mouth fpeaketh t;" and 
laily experience verifies the aflertion. WhateveiT 
I man's purfuit may be^ you can fcarcely fail to 
sam it from, his converfatioD, in the hours of 
bcial intercaurfe. This we continually fee to be 
be cafe, in die followers both of particular diver*- 
OQS' and prafeflions ; and a regard for poUtenefs h 
Ren m iufficient to reftrain them from fuch dif- ' 
aurfc,,asthcy muft know, if they refjeft, cannot be 
Kterefting to others. And, what is (b common, as . 
) hear converfatioa on fubjeSs relating to " the 
iuft of the flefti, the luft of the eyes, and the 
pride of lifcJ' The earthly pleafures, riches, or. 
Mours, either ef themfelves, or of their neigh- 
ours, feem to engage the attention nearly of alL 
jpeak to mankind in general of the thin^ of Cod, 
nd what a deaf ear will they immediately tumi. 
ow vFiU every mouth be ebofed : what a cloud 
411 immediately fpread itfelf over every brow! 
k^re not fuch fubjefts banilhed by a kind of com^ 
K>ii confent, fo that, (oh, ftrange to tell !^ in a* 
^nd profefling chriftianity, it is deemed unpoliu 
^ introduce them? The fubjeS of cards and 
^rfes, dogs and guns, may be continually ob- 
itdcd on thofe perfons, who are. neither game- 
-rs, nor fportftnen. The minutiae of law and 
"^yfic may be difcuffed before perfons who Icarce- 
' know the difference between a prefcription and 
brief. The whole procefs of hufbandry and 

♦ I John iv. 4, 5, €• \ >A^X% :»vw ^v "* 
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ijrjanufaQures, of battles and fieges by fea and! 
land, though " twice told tales, may vex the ears 
** of a drowfy man; but religion, which is in re- 
ality ever one's moft important concern, muft 
never be brought forward. This would argue a 
great want of good-breeding. It may, if lower- 
ed, and rendered palatable, be borne with, once a 
week, from the pulpit; but, at the table, or in the 
ufual intercourfe of life, it would be infufferable. 
And yet, furely the words of the apoftle have an 
appropriate meaning now^ as well as when they 
were written : *' He that is ^Gorf heareth us; he 
*« that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby knoii^ 
" we the fpirit of truth, and the fpirit of cnor/ 
Oh ! my dear friends, " examine yourfelves" care- 
fully by this mark, " whether ye be in the faith.'' 
The tongue, when all reftraint is removed, will be 
found a certain index to the heart. It is fo rc- 
fpefting all other things; and it is fo Kkewife 
with regard to religion. 

But, we may clearly difcover from Ha^raBions^ 
as well as from their words, what are the general 
pnrfuits of mankind. Look around you, my 
friends. Do you not fee fome with their whole 
heart and foul engaged in earthly pleafureh ? 
" Come on (fay they) let us enjoy the good 
" things that are prefent; and let us fpeedily* 
** ufc the creatures, like as in youth ! Let us fill 
*' ourfelves with coftly wine, and ointments : and 
** let no flower of the fpring pafs by us ! Let os 

** crown ourfelves with rofe-buds, oefore they be 

Withejcd. 
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tredl Lee •one of us go without his pa^tof 
voluptuoufnefs. Let us leave token? of our 

in every place 1 For, this i« oiicr portion^ 
our lot is this *.*' And, let us coniider, Is 
is thcxafe with very many perfons, in all 
ind ftations of life, according to the means 
they have of procuring fuch enjoyments ? 
ere not " banquettings, drunkenncfs, revel- 
, and fuch like t," frequently among the 
: ; and do not many of thefe lament their 
Y chiefly as it debars them from a greater 
r of iihefe fenfual indulgences? 1$ it not a 
lown maxim, that, if you wifh to gain their 

you muft feed them to a furfeit, and fill 
nth ftrong drink, until all their fenfes are 
nflamed to raadnefs, or funk into worfe 
^ftial infenfibility ? Do not thofe eleftions^ 
popular favour is mod eagerly fought, fuf- 
y evidence this ? And is not the very fame 
•le general in all orders of fociety ? If the 
of mankind die great bulk be fought, of 
er clafs, the ready mode of obtaining it is to 
em. Approach them tlirough their palates. 

them plenty of the delicacies of the tabic, 
he harp, and the viol, the tabret and pipe, 

your feafts." This is the way to gain their 
m. But, as you value their favour, not a 
f religion. " They regard not the work of 
rd, neither confider the operation of his 
;;." You muft purfue the maxims of Chct 

terfieldy 

ifd«m ii. 6, to lo. 1 1 Pet* iv 3. Cal. v; •tit 
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tcrfield and Rochefoiicault, not'thofcofthe Bibfci 

if you are anxious to gam their love and good 

V'ord. Why are our theatres audxiances, from 

the metropoHs to out country vihages, crowded 

beyond meafurc, while our places oi worfnipare 

comparatively defcrtcd ? Why are thoic whidi 

vcre fomicrly confidercd as holy days, and dill 

retain their n^me, now generally perverted into 

fcafons of fenfuaUty and riot ? How happens it, 

that ^he Sabbath has fuch extreme difficulty ii 

maintaining its gi'ound, even with any tdcrabk 

degree of decency ? Why, among the lower claBes, 

k the Suhday dinner fo much more punSually 

attended to, than the Sunday fermon*? And» 

among the higher orders, if the card-table, thai 

never- failing refource, be not called in, as on the 

other days, to beguile its horrors, do we not 

tear a journey^ a few vifits, or company athomli 

with perhaps a muficai party, ftrenuoufly cfc- 

fcnjed, for the fake of helping forward the tctfi- 

ous hours ? Thus fpcak and aft the men of this 

world, the «' lovers of pleafurcs more than lovers 

of God t." 

But, is the love of earthly riches lefs prevalent 
than of earthly plcafures ? Do we not frequently 
boar thefe called " the main chance ;" and, almoft 
blafphemoufly, " the one thing needjul?'* Have 
not the inhabitants of our ifland, particularly of 
our large towns and cities, been juftty reprefented, 

« occupying 
• 

♦The reader will find this fubjcQ: well reprefcntftJhy 
^Dr. Johnfon, in the 30th Numbti oi xY^'S^xcaVAsx^ 
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)CGUp)[ing their whole mornings in acquiring 
iches, as they do their evenings in fpcnding 
hem?" Do not avarice anl fenfuality, with 
luy, as it were, go hand in hjand? Is the cha- 
:ter i^iven of the Roman conspirator " covet- 
ous of the poffcfTions of others, profufc of his 
[)wn,* at all uncommon in thcfe latter days*? 
Iwell not now on thofc wretched flaves of mam* 
jn, whofe whole hearts and fouls are occupied 

their riches, Thcfe, I know, are generally 
)inted at, and condemned. I would rather di- 
ck your attention to that more common and infidi- 
is kind of covetoufnefs, by which many are flriv- 
^toa.ndfsrichi's, as far as they can, conliftently 
ith other favourite puvfuits, «Jid their character 

the world. Thcfe men commonly think them- 
Ives liberal, and fo they are, to thcmfcice^^ and 
•fhaps to their families, ss a part of themfelves,. 
^y! Iho'ild any particular ohjett be to be gain- 
? or en 1 to be anlVered, whether of (enfual gra- 
icaiio'.Kavari'C, or ambition, ih'c'v will fometimes 

what i< caJl d li!^cral to a w' o\t neighbour- 
<^) i. Siiil, in the fiirht of (to:, they are covet- 
>v ; and th( ir " covvtoufn.fs is idolatry t/* 
'ieir *• love of mouey L the loot of all evil ^," 
Scarcely in'erior in its opciaiion to eith«.Tofthe 
oveiN " the prile of life," which fhews illelf in 
5 piojcQs ofi.mSiriou, jmd the delire oF fuperi- 
ily and diltmction. Do not imagin^^, my 

G friends^ 

• " Al'eni ^ppetens, fui profufus.'* Charaftcr of 
uUine, bv S^llult, in his ** Bcllum Catilinarum," near 
beginning. 

f Col, Hi, 5. -^1 T im. V\* ^o% 
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frif nis, that I am about to cany your ihouglits to 
t'le ambiiiou> Conqusiorj wuh thoufiinds of bis 
fcllo'A'-creaiures uiicicr his commancl, deluging 
Vv'holc provinces with blood, that his name may 
Ihinc (iiliini-uinied on the records of fame. Sue 
poK* not tl.Lt I mean to nprefeut the Courtier, 
virh hh cuoc^iiii; ani liriiling, and ten thoufand 
cnfiil aiKi l)i!ilii! coriirivanccs, to raifc himftlfas 
*' the nil-) wlunn the kin^ ddij^htcih to honourV 
I v.'o.;] i r.^il'.LT v.ifh to conhnc your thoughts to 
coi^Vinoii life. '' The pvide of Hfe'' is every where 
too aj:}::iic(U. V\'e fee it in an equipage, in the fur- 
riiure ofoii houff, iii the fplendoiir of atable,as 
evi.'.ie::(iy ;is in the lield of baii!e, or at the Kvee. 
Wiiat !n:t this is that uriivcrful rsge for ex pence, 
c?.u:iiv:: ahi>o(l eveiy peiT<^nto ape the appearance 
or thole ^ht^ve him? Mow clc?;i!y do >\e fee it 
lA rh^" liiKi'.e anicle of dre!>! Mas not a palT.on 
for thi-. n ally levcile.1 all the orders 'of focicty? 
I^ ir not di^-.cu't to diilir^-riilli the millrefs fiom 
h^rmui-i? Arc not the opulent aiid the noble 
uttejly at a IoPn how to vu-ry their fafhions, be- 
fore tlev [re them imitated by ;he families of their 
tcii.'irirs, Th': ir traclelmcn m\ i even their domcftics? 
An I, to what hard Ihius and contrivances 
are !o:r.e of th^fe inferiors ft'iTiCtiines put, for the 
fak? of iirhjl;ifr/, their idle vanit) ! What flattern- 
ly dirii'ii'fx will ihey Ircquentiy appear in, during 
the r. U of the week, that they may have the fatis- 
faction of bei'r^ miltaken for their {uperiors, on 
the S.-.hba^h ! An !, as tSey imitate their dref^, in 
bow rninv' ridicaloii>) and LntaRical wa\s will they 
" 'ape 

♦EPcher \u 9* 



\ 



JlfiSPBCTLVG OUR FAYW- 75 

t alfv) theiv manners ! Well then mny we ad:, 
''hc-rc are oir chriftian virgins and matron:,^ 
whv)re adorning is not tl^.e outward adornir.g of 
plaiting the hair, aii i of puriin;^ on of apparel ?" 
ay ! has noi the fame difpoiition extended itfclf 
ihe other lex, fo that it is only the one letting 
lile the other (lands, that frequently diftinguilbes 
: nobleman from his Vdlet. If the difference be 
y, is it not, in the greater plainnels on that iidc^ 
lere it might be leatt cxpeded ? This may be, 
d often is, aflRjftation in the fuperior ; but ftill 
marks the excef* to which the rage for drefs is 
fried ; lince it caufes the higher orders, in aifec- 
I difgurt, to leave the fenfelefs purfuit to their 
pendents. Behold an hafty Iketch of " the 
wrorld ; the luft of the flefh, the luft of the eyes, 
ind the pride oflife,'ia this Chrijlian country. 
Yet, this world muft be overcome by us, if we 
1 even be the real difciples of ChriiK • The true 
riftian faith, which is the gift of God, " over- 
:ometh the world ;" and if we have no principle 
hin usfuflficient for this purpofe, we may be aP. 
ed that we are not believers. Let us proceed, 
n, to confider, 

%dly^ What is the divine principle, which 13 
overcome the wqrld ? 

We are informed, in our text, that this prin- 
le is faiwh, fuch a faith £s is born of God; the 
y faith which we have confidered, in our foniiCT 
courfes, which unites us to Chrilt ; makes hmi 
xious to our foul^ ; caufes us joy an ^ petce ia 
lieving; is the fubftatice of things hoped for, the 
dence cf things not feei\ \ \!c.^ >^\S5\w^w^ v^\ -^ 



y6 XXAMIXATIUK*. 

ntw 2nd fpiritiial birth, or change of nature; tmd 
pioduciivc of z\\ good woiks. This likewife 
*' overcomes the world, the lull of the flelh, the 
** liiil of the .eyes, r»nd the piide of life." True 
favini^ faiih in Chritt is capable of fubduin^ihem 
all. It did fo, in the cafe of St. Paul. '• Godifor- 
*'• bid (layb he) that I IhouM glory, fave in the 
*• crofi of our Lord JelUs Chrift, whereby the, 
*' world is crucified unto me, and I unto tbc 
*' world *.'* 1 he world, in one or other of its 
principles above conlidered, is aflailing us (Hi 
every fide. We are not only attacked from wiib- 
out, but betrayed from within. The -enemy has 
not (Mily all the {hon;^ pofts in his poffdfioj)! 
bur has his lecretemiffarres among the onlyibrees 
which we have to oppofe to htm. Our pafiienSf 
our reafon, our rel'olulion, have all too ftrong« 
bias towards the party of our infidious adverfery. 
Wc muft, therefore, have foreign aid, or we ine- 
vitably perifh. We muft have divine affiflaocef 
or we are eternally ruined. " Ood muftwork 
*' in us, both to will and to do," or w^e can new 
'^ work out our own falvation.' And, e\'en pof« 
fefling his gracious help, we muft do it with feat 
" and trembling *." 

Bur, in order to afcertain clearly what muft 
enable us to overcome the world, let us alk, What 
is it which gives the world fo much power oyer 
us? It. is, limply, our hearts being ib much in- 
fluenced in its favour. We. mutt not, ferbapj 
caoiiot, witbdiiaw .Qur pcrfons from .the .world: 

.* Gal. vi. 14. + rruV^Y-vi- \a,^t.^V 
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^ then is it to be overcome ? Why, certainly. 
Withdrawing our hearts; by lixiiig them on 
iething of fuperior attraction; by filling them 
1 fome more F:j\oarite purfuit. -We are com- 
ided to '* keep our heart withal! diligence; for 
ut of it are the iflues of life */* If ihc hcati be 
led, correfpondent affltlions, defires, andcon- 
t will neccffarily arife. This is a principle of 
nan nature. The moft irreligious cannot deny 
However they may didrult the power of 
h to effect this purpofe, they cannot doubt that 
Te heart be completely gained, the viQory is ac- 
nplifhed. Now, let us remcniber. the laitli 
ken of in our text is a faith of the heart. It 
jn'v by *• believing with the heart, that we 
t be favedt." It is only by '• believing; with 
he heart," that we can truly become Chrift's 
:iples ;J;. Truly to b lievc in Chrift ib to con- 
I in h'm with all our heart ; to give it 
wholly to him. Now, inaimuch as this is 
le, the world will be ntccfTHrily fhut- out. 
lere will be no room for it. We fliall indeed 
i in it; tranfact our bu!m fs, perform ourdu- 
» in it ; but while we IxLeve with cnir wTiole 
jrt in Chrift, it will have no afccnclancy or 
wer over us. Its corrupt principles will have 
I their influt nee. Whatever ihcv may be to 
iers, they will he nothing to u:;. We fhull be, 
it were, fpefctator^ in the bufy fccnc, and actors 
ly as far as we fee to be requif^e ; as far as our 

G 3 :. duty 



duty to God aad maa requires. : Our faith.ift 
Chrid will raife our hearts id that ghisy 
vLich (hall be revealed. It will fill the niind 
v/iih fpiritua[ views, delires, and purfuits. Tfc 
ihini^s of eanh will link into comparative inGgui- 
ficauce. Our '• aff-tlions bciii^ fet on things 
*' above, not on things on the earth," "ourcoiir 
" verfation being in heaven." We {hall " confels 
*• that we are (lran;^ers and pilgrims on tl>c 
<• earth*." We (hall be feckinjy a better countrvj 
" an houfe not made with hands, eternal inifee 
«* heavens t;'' and fhall, of courfe^ be " looking, 
** not at the thinjrs, which are f^^en, and aretem- 
** poral, but at the things which are not fccn, and 
" are eternal J." Like the dove rclcafed from the 
ark, we fh'ul!, on this earth, fiud no rcUingplai^ ] 
for our feet. V/c Ihall conhder it as a wilcierncis 
through v;hich we have to paf^ -, but our hearts 
(like thofe of the Ifraelite.s) will be. all the tiiT:e,,ii 
the good Ian 1 of proir.ife. The pleafure.s rick?, 
and honjurs of this liiV, concerning which we fee 
the filly miltiuide running mad. v^ill appear to us, 
like the fpots and toys of children, aitogetbff 
lighter thi-n v n y it'clf. 

Our faiih in Chiilt will alfo, as we have feen, 
unite u:s to him, cauhnjj us to partake of his Holy 
Spirit, cnH.uing us continually with a divine p()\u-i 
to overcome all our temptations. Thus we fliall 
conflantly find; '• greater is he that is in us, 
*' than he that is in the world." We fl:all " go 

*^on 

* Co\ ill. 2. Philip, iii. 20. Heb. xi. 13. + Hcb. * 
^/. J ?, *Sl 14. 2 Cor.v. 1. :^ 2.Coi,'w,\.'^» 



^ PE'' 



vfrom conqutring to conquer. We fhall 
e nofellcrwfhip with the uniVuitful works. i>f 
knefs, but rather reprove them *." Our con- 
it kail, will teftify of the world, that '' the 
dsthercof are evil." iKnmving that ^^cvil 
:niunications corrupt good niciniicrF," .we 
withdraw ourfelves from" the children pf 
world," as far as our lituations in life will 
t. We .Ihall obey the injupdion of the 
^ : " Come out from among them, and be 
cparate, faith the .Lord, and touch not the 
lean; and I will receive you, and will bcja 
er unto you; and ye fhall be my fons an4 
^hters, faith the. Lord Almjghtyt." We 
njoy the things of this world, without abu- 
cm ; knowing that every good thing, which 
^iveth, is to be received with thankfgiving, 
lall enjoy them in mtderation, merely ufing 
o the purpoles for which they were celigncd. 
hall thus " inherit the earth J,'' as well as 
/en ; '' having the prom.ife ol' the life that 
' is, as well as of that which is to comef.** 
lall find religion's " ways to be ways of 
fantneG, sni all her paths peace.'' Truly 
/e fay of the dofclrines of Chriftianity, wh^n. 
:-d into the heart, " adolefcentic m alunt ; 
ftutem obk6iaiit ; fccundas res ornant; 
nlis perfugium ac lolatium praebent;de- 
mx domi; non impediunt foris; pernofiant 
lifcum; peregiinaniuri ru(licantur[j." 

h. V. II. + Ccr. vl. 17. & 18. See Ifa. lii. 11. 

J Matt. V. 5. ^2 T\xn, iv. 8. 
riicy ch^iifh our younger, «ivd u^\o\^\^n \tv "^sn^x 
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Let US now, apply what has been faid, by 
a(kir.r, 

3 '//■', How far are we poffefled oF this faith ? 

You have leen what the world is, which mull 
be overcome. You have fcen alfo.the principle 
which is to overcome it; with the manner of its ope- 
ration. One would fuppofe, therefore, that it 
would not be an eafy thing for you to miftakei 
whether you are yourfelves poffefled of this priiw 
ciple or not; whether it has operated in this man- 
ner; whether it haN produced thefeeffeQs. And| 
yet alas ! fuch is the natural corruption and blind* 
nefs of human nature, that I fear, after all that 
can be faid, many of you will continue to de- 
ceive yourfelves. You will be ready to leffen, or 
explain away, what has been faid ; and will be 
recurrin,'^ to the oppolite fentiment.N of *' the chil- 
*' drcn of this world." They, I know, will de- 
fend their idol; will extol it ro the Ikies. " Great 
'' is Diana of the Ephefians V' will refound from 
every tons;ue. But, as you value your fouls, re- 
gard them not. Is that which has been brought 
forward in this difcourfe aj^reealile to fcripture, 
rcafon, and your own obfcrvaiion in the world? 
If not, rcjed it. But, if it be, remember that the 

f<.lv'a- 

dcclining years. They add a grace when our circum* 
flatices are profperous, and (upptv a refuge and comfpr* 
when they are advcrie. Thcv tonftitute our delight at 
home, and aflifl us in all our trania6t«ons with mankind. 
They are our companions by n^ght as well as day. They; 
P-ttend us in ail ourjouniey-i ; in ail our retiremeiits." 
Cicero, 
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irationofyour(i>ul depends on the cordial recep- 
tion the important' truths which it coneciin.s. Iris 
:a hght thing which is here tr<?aied of, but an^adc 
enui by God of truth himfelf, from the c<mii- 
ationof which we may affuredly know, whether 
be in the faith, or-not; whether we be in the 
eand favour of God, or under his wrath and 
idemnation. What influence, then, has the 
rid on yo7t ; its pleafures, riches, honours'? 
iw far is your heart engaged by thefe ? How 
do they occupy your thoughts j form the fnbjdft 
'our converfaiion; dired your Cfij^nduft ? Have 
I no anxiety to obtain them ? Are you unaf- 
ed ■ by difappointments and lofles refpcQifipg 
T) ? Can you with your heart ufe the prayer 
Agur, " Give me neither poverty nor riches; 
red me with food convenient for me *?' Are 
I ever ready to take the -lowed feat ? Gan 
I fay^ with St. Paul, " I have learned in whatfa* 
ver Hate I am, therewith to be content. 1 
now both how to be chafed, vgnd I know 'how 
> abound*; every -where, and in all things,. J 
ninftrutted, both to be full and to-fee htrngty, 
oih to abound and to fuffv*r need+?' Gonkder 
I his words; '• how to be abafed^^nd how tofuf 
T need; in whdtfoever {t-dte: eiTry xvlitrezxx&in 
\l things!*' This it was that St.Tauls faith taught 
I. It was a principal of unix'erfel influence, 
1 refpetl to things, time, and place. And, in- 
d, fuch a principle is ablolutely required to 
ibat '^ the world," by which we are perpettu 

ally 

♦ ?Tov. XXX. 8« •'^ 9kU^]^%'Vi .Av > v^v 
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filiy rurroundcd. Is your faith fuch an aftivc, 
C(.nvlisnt I rincij-le ?,•* i!.i> ? Is the \voild)our ap- 
tive or yo-r lyraii' ? *' His fcrvanis ye are vhoid 
*^ ye obey *." ^' Of whom a mi.i\ i^ ovrrcon;e, of 
*' the farric is he l)r<)ii|;ht in bcn^lage t." Are 
you then ihe Have or mafter of the world? Are 
ytvj a believer ifi Chriif, or an infi(?cl? Nay! 
fhrink not from the found : all who believe not in 
Chrid, in t!ie mannt r we have feen, are infidels la 
the ^i^ht of God, whether they pro/efs the religion 
of Chrifh or i:ot. Are \ou then " of the world?* 
Are your thoughts, your words, your aftionsj 
your principles, your objeds, your afFociatei?, thofe 
of the world ? If they be, then you are not truly a 
difciple of Chrill : for his dilciples, are " not of 
*' the world, as he was not of the world. Did 
you not, at your baptifm, " renounce the devil 
" and a'l his works, the vain pomp and glory of 
" the world, with all covetous defires of the fame, 
" and the carnal delires of the flefh, fo as riot to 
*' follow nor be led by them J?' Have you not 
frequently repeated this in the catecfiifm, and fo* 
lemnly borne witnefs to it at your confirmation? 
Have you then fulfilled this ? Have you in any de- 
gree fulfilled it. No is not then your part of the 
covenant of baptifm unfulfilled, and while it 
continues fo, mufl not the whole, as far as it re- 
lates to you, ft and void ? Do you not " love 
'' the world ?" Do not worldly things and w^orldly 
men engage your afl'eclions ? How then have yoii 

obeyed 

♦ Rom. ^.16. V^Ptt.uv^* 
J Offi<itfoxba\xVicu 
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^eyed the injuriQion of the apoftle? " Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in the 
woiIJ." He plainly declares, '• If any man 
love the world, the love of the Failicr is not in 
lim *." Permit me to fugged anctlxr qucftion : 
pen what terms are you with the men of the 
)rid ? Are youperfecily intimate and foclable? 
what way, then, have you obeyed the direction. 
Come out from among thtrm, and be ye fepa- 
rate?' Our bkfTcd Saviour fays " If vc were 
Dfthewo-^ld, the world would love his own; 
3uf, bccaufc ye are of the world, but 1 have 
:hofcn you out of the world, therefore the 
i^'orld hareth you." But you, perhaps, flatter 
urfclf, that you have found a more eafy 
ly to be a chriflian than he has pointed out; and 
* ready to fay, " Muft we not live like the reft 
:)f the world around us ? Muft we give them of- 
ence by our lingularity ?' But Chrift fays, 
Woe unto you, when all men fpeak well of 
/ou." On the other han!, " Blvfled are ye, 
when men fhall revile you, and perfecute you, 
md (hall fay all manner of evil againd yon 
alfely for my faket. ' His apoftle tells us, 
As he that was after the flefh perfecuted him that 
vas a' ter the fpirit, even Tq it is. now J." And do 
u indeed believe, that you can be on intimate 
Ifociab e terms with the men of the wH>rld, ran 
uinue in their love and favour, be occupied in 
ir purfuits, be intercftcd iiithci'- converfation, 
iyet be a true believer, a real difciple of Chrift ? 

Pel haps 

*i Johnii, t^, Matt« v, ll, "^ G^\% vN * ^^* 
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Perhaps you may imagine, alfo, that a man Tnaj[: 
bo 'i fen-ual," and ytt " have tfie Spirit^" or that 
virhout having the Spi»it of Chrift, he. maybe 
*' one of i^is." Perhaps you may fuppofe it pot 
lib c ro be the dirci]>le of Chrill, without " deny- 
«• in^yourlelf, and taking iipyour ciofs," without 
foric king ail thin.;s for his lake, or, as far asihey 
int( rfcrc with conflant obedience to his Rof^'ef. 
Oh! n;y dear fiicnd , if ihis be your unhappy 
caie. it a ctit.'ji. j^oof, that Sati^n ' the God of 
" this world huh blinded your mind, left theliRhj 
« of the glorious gofpcl of Chrift Ihould fliine 
«• into it/* How does the Pfalmift pray, that his 
foul may be delivered from the men oftheworldi 
" which have their portion in this life *!" Ob- 
fcrvc well the reproof in the Parable : '' RemenK' 
*' bcr that thou,in thy life time, receivcft thy good 
*'rhin^Nt." Notice likcwile the following de- 
nunciation by St, James: " Go to now, ye rich 
" men, wcx'p and howl for your mifcries that ftall 
" come upon yosi. Your riches arc corrupted^ 
" and yo ircjarments are moth-eaten. Your gold 
" aiid (ilver i:, cank red ; and the rull of them 
** fh^ill be a witnefs againft you, and fhall «t 
"your flefh, as it were fire. Ye have livedin 
*' plea fu re on the earth, and been wanton J." \} 
it polfible thai you c^nread fuch paflages as thefef 
and yet imagine that a » hrillian may feek after 
worlidly riches, honours, and pleafures ? Open 
your cycs^ my friends, and be wdlling to fee the 

plain 

f Luke, xvx. 25. ^ James >!• \,^>^%^V "~ 
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bin truths of the gofpel. This hysy " Woe 
unto you that are rich i for ye have received 
your confolation */' She that liveth in ^« plea- 
furc is dead while (he liveth t/* " How cenr 
ye believe, which receive honour one of ano- 
ther, and feck not the honour that cometh from 
God only J?' Are the fe then the words of 
luift, and hi^ apoftle, or not ? If they be, you 
mnot change or model them according to your 
>rrupt view^ but mud be judged, at the lall day, 
xording co them. " The faihion of this worldy 
indeed pafleth away ;'* but ^ my words ( faid 
our blefled Redeemer) (hall not pafs away.** 
What would you be profited, if you Ihouid gain 
the whole world, and lofe your own foul : or 
what can yoti give in exchange for your foul ?" 
that be once loft, it can never be redeemed ; 
id if you live, and die, without true faviiig faith 
Chrift, that faiih which " overcometh the 
world,** it will be loft. It is not becaufe I tell 
lufo; but becaute God tells vou fo over and 
er again; ami it would be juftthe iame whether 
told you fo, or n(»t. I merely bring forward a 
AT of the awful declarations of Almi^^hty God 
1 this fubjett, that I may wbrn you to *' flee 
from the wiaih to conie^." If you receive 
noy and lay them to heart, I (hali inoeed have 
jat reafon to rejoice. But, il you even rejeft 
*m, ftill I '* have delivered my own foul.' •*' I 
am free from your blood : for I have not ftiun- 
ncd to declaie to you all the counicl oi God.** 

H Buty 

♦ Lake vi. s^. + i Tim. v, 6. '\.'^cJc«^'^* \\> 

^ Mat. u\. *]• 
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I5ut, let mc now addrefs niyfelf to ptrfons, 
vhofe faiih in Chrift has " overcome the world." 
Yc arc his difciplcs indeed, • " Ye know that ye 
^ are of God, and the whole world licthintbc 
*' wicked one*." I may fafcly appeal to you, 
« What pleafurc had you in thofe things, of wbidi 
« you arc m^w afhamcd?*' Did you find any true 
'idight, when, with the world, you lived in co- 
/'ovciourncfs, or pride, or ran to exccfs of riott? 
You well know that it was all " vanity and vexa- 
'.- lion of rpirit." You would not, I am perfuad- 
od, repeat ihc (hamcful drudgerj*, if there were no 
eternal punithmcnt ancxed to it ; no eternal re- 
wards attaclKd to a life of faith and holy obedi- 
ence. But, ftill my friends, remember that ^t 
arc all poor frail creatures, and furrounded with 
temptations. " The fpirit may be willing; but 
"the flcfh is weak J." "Thou ftandeft by faith. Be 
not high-minded ; but fear {." The very fame faiik 
in Chrift, which has obtained you the vidory hither- 
to, mull be your fupportiiiitotheend. Oh! then, 
continually feek the faith of the operation of God; 
and continually exercife it, in ftriving againft diis 
prefent evil world. Remember the cafe of Dcmasj 
w ho forfook the apoftle, " having loved this pre* 
« fent world." Remember : " They that will be 
•* rich fall into temptation, and a fnare, and into 
*' many foolifli and hurtful lufts, which drown men 
•' in deftruftion and perdition. For, the love of 
*^ money is the root of all evil ; which while feme 

have 

• J Jcrhn V. xg. +1 Pet. iv. 4. J Mat, xxvi. 41* 
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coveted after, they have been fecjaced 
the faith, and have pierced themfelves 
igh with itiany -^ rrows */* Remember, and 
xdy lay to heart, " If, after men have 
ed the pollutions of the world, through the 
iedge of the Lord and Saviour Jefus 
I, they are again entangled therein, and 
:ome, the latter end is worfe with them than 
eginning t.'* 

Almighty God give us all this conquering 
id keep us ftedfail in it, for the fake of his 

in, Jefus Chrift, our Lord f Amen I 

' • ■ ' I - ■ t 
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PRAYER BEFORE OR AFTER THE SERMON. 

CoUcSi for Innocents Day. 

O Almighty God, who, out of the mouths of babtf 
and fucklings had ordained ilrength, and madtft 
infants to glorify thee by their deaths ; mortify and 
kill all vices in us, and (b flrengthen us by thy 
grace, that, by the innoccncy of our lives, Budcoo- 
fUncy of our fuith, even unto death, we mayglorify 
thy holy name, through Jefus Chihft our Lord! 
Amen* 



mi^m 



SERMON Vr. 

ON 

2 Cor» XIII. 5, 
Examiiti your/elves y whether yi he in the foith. 

]T has been a great fource of \conder and admi* 
ration to obfer\'e, in the works of creation, fuch 
an infinite variety, attended, at the fame time, with 
the mod perfefcl uniformity. The more accurately 
naturalifts have confidered thele, the more this 
truth has beamed into their mind. Thofe minute 
parts, nccelTary to the exiftence and flourifbing 
ilate of plants, which efcsipe the notice of the 
cafual obferver, excite in the Botanift the mod 
curious attention and furprife. Thole ftill more 
intricate portions iuthe couxtyLVwtt^ ol \!wiVv\\fi«sx 
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ody, the benefits refulting from which ^KC hourly 
i^oy, yet are ncverthclefs genetally difrcgardcd ; 

> the attentive anatomift, appear marks oT a fl^lU 
dmirable as far as the underltanditJg has been able 
y p nnratei bat, in many refpefcts, greatly furpaf- 
ng human cdmpfehenlion. The great Sir Ifaac 
>Jcwton is re ported to have been fo impreflbd with 
he aftoi ifliing (inplieity in the Aarious revolutions 
Fthe heavenly bodies, a? to have exclaimed, " An 

► Aftronomer muft be either leligious, or mad.'* 
Jut, if this appear fo worthy of admiraiion, in the 
/orks of nature, fti)l more does it, in the difpen- 
ations of divine grace. Such numerous and mi- 
lute chains (if I may fo exprefs myfelf) are found 
o link together the (evcial parts of the aftonifhin^ 
i^hole, that, however unheaded by the mere carnal 
^rofeffor, they fill the fpiritual mind with awful 
evercnce, and rapturous delight. This obferva- 
ion can (carcefy fail to have If ruck the minds ot 
bme, w^hilc we have been confiderrng, in our late 
tifcourfes, the (everal fcripiura! markj of a faving^ 
aith in Chrid. The difficulty has been, indeed, 
n confidcring one head, fo as to ^void fuch marks, 
.s might with more propriety be rcprefcntcd uii- 
ler an< thcr. The fame obfcrvaiion will be found 
o apply, in a greater degree, on confidcring i\u: 
wo remaining evidences of ihc truth of oiu 
aith : 

1. It enables U5 to repel the temptations ol' 
>atan. 

2. It purifies the heart. 

1. The firfl of the!c is afTcrtcdby the apofllj. 
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Paul, in the following words: " Taking ttf 
*' fliicld of faith, wherewith ye fliall I^e able to 
'• quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one*;'* 
for fo the laft word ought to have been tranflated. 
This point has, however, been neccflarily fo fully 
difcuflcd, in confidcring *' the devices of Satan," 
as to leave room for little more to be brought 
forward at prefent. The fubjeft is, in itfelf, pUin 
and fimple. It is by the exercife of that faith 
alone, which is the gift and operation of God^ 
that we arc enabled to repel the outward and Id' 
ward temptations of Satan. Strange as it ma/ 
appear, the power of thefe is 'generally Icaft feeir 
and acknowledged by thofe perfons, who are molt 
under their dominion. Yet the furpfifc will pfo- 
bably ceafe, when it is confidcrcd, that tfhe diicf 
efforts of the tempter, are directed with a view ta 
lull the mind into carnal fccurity. Tbu* 
" blinding their mind" many ate " taken captive 
*• by him at his will.** The glorious gofpel of 
Chrifl has never efFeftually '* fhone unto them," 
and they have confequently never yet emerged 
" from darknefs to light, and from the power of 
" Satan unto God t." They, who have been ta 
cny degree enlightened, have generally hacl fiiffi' 
aient proof of the malice and Craft of the ferpent* 
It is not until the (hield of faith, of true juftifying 
faith in Chrift, has been oppofed, that Satan*s 
temptations have been fuccefsfuUy refifted. Tte 
warfare indeed is then by no means ended. This 
can never be the cafe, while we remain in the coun- 

tr)- 
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^ (by of our enemy, ctthe God and Prince of this 
world/' "the l*ri»ce of ilie power ofthe air"*/' But, 
it then becomes, fof the firtt time, a conquering war-^ 
iare. At fii ft, we are in captivity ; ve next 
Urdggle for liberty; and then, by divine grace, we 
obtain it. The Ihicld of faith is a part of that 
fpiritua! amiour by which we preferve it. If our 
'fhieldwerc left on the field of battle, either through 

: inattention, or in ignonoinious flight, "the wiles 
"of the devil t," would immediately regain their 

' afcendancy; and we fliould be again plunged, cither 
*iHto licentious wickctinef^ or fpiritual dcadnefe 
ondlbrmalifm. 

The image, under which this is reprefented, ia 
by no means difficult to be underftood, Satan is 

• defcribed, as continually directing his various 
texnptadons and fuggeftions. againft us, as a inali- 
cious enemy, among men, will violently hurl hb 
darts, which, from the rapidity of their motion^ 
will be all inflamed. And, as thefe would require 
a fhield to be conflantly oppofed to ihem, on their 
approach, fo do " the wiles of die devil" require 
as continual an exercife of the principle of faving 

. faith. The unbelieving world have no fuch de- 
-" fenfive armour to oppofe; and many believers 

• find, that they ate not always fufficiently diligent 
in its ufe. When this is the cafe, Satan, for the 
time, " gets an advantage of them," 

Now, my dear friends, if you know nothing of 
this fpiritual combat, there is great reafon to fear, 
that you know as little of juflifying faith* It is 

not 

♦ John xiv. 30. xvi. \\. ^ Cwt An . \, 
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:\('\ likely that yru fhould be exempted from Ac 
coiiiinon lot ()f' all \ix\u It is fai more probabiei 
that your mind 2nd conrcicnce have become call- 
ous toadauits^Sdtan^^than that, contrary to theex- 
piTiinceof all g(K>d men. in your individual cafri 
h.' (li'>uld have ccafed to m^ike ihcm. There may 
have hirn a (ort of tacit compromile between you 
an! hmi. in conftquince of which, he forbears ta 
trouble y^)U, ortottmpt you toihecowroiffioDof 
greater, or noioriruis lins, while you continue, in 
your hearts, to do him homage. Oh, my brethreni 
if vou " regard iniqui.y in your heart*; if your 
" heait ftaihcrcth iniquity to ittlft;'* if you there 
fct up your idol>, of whatever kind; if you pray 
not continually to God to " fearch )Ou, if there 
" bo any wickcdnefs in you," and be not ever 
watchful againft the very firft motions of tempta- 
tion.s to Im, " driving againft them, and refilling 
*• ^'as it were) unto blood;" and if you do not 
find, tliat you can, by divine grace, do thi:i with 
fome degree of fuccefs, there is great reafon to ap- 
prehend, thct you are yet in a Rate of unhtlitf* 
Oo I grant it may be otherwife ! But, I have no 
fmisll fear for many of you, who feem, inftead of 
reiidin-^ temptation, to take theoftxe of Satan out 
of his hands, and become ftill more dangerous 
tempters to yourlelves. This is fo far the ciafc 
w ith foiDe of you, that inftcad of being Chriftians, 
you cannot juftly be confidered even as decent 
modefl hcaihetv<; but as the very worfl of infdds 
'Aho *' fear not God, neither regard mm If 

« drawing 

t Luke XV m. 2, &. V 
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^ drawing iniquity with cords af vanity, and fin 
^as it were, with a cart rope*.*';Oh ! my friends, 
{for as fuch I will fliU addrefs you) I would not 
^willingly leave you thus in the entire power df 
Vour great fpiritual enerny, ** treafuring to your- 
^Tclvcs wrath againft the day of wrath, and reve- 
■» lation of the righteous judgment of God t/' 
^either can I readily confent to leave you, ihdt 
tie more decent finners, who preferve a nefpcft* 
^ble charafler among the men of the world, as 
taorallioneft men^ but know nothing. fpiritually 
ofQod and Chrift, and thus, to every fiiving pur- 
TfoTCf are living •« widiout 'God in the world.'* 
And, ^et, if neither this warning, nor the other 
Tnaiiis, which ^have been brought forward, of true 
%tvnig1aith, will open your eyes, I muft leave 
you. But, ' it (hall be, with •prayer to God, 
9iat*he will fhew you your guilt, your danger, 
'and your remedy, iietinc proceed however to 
'tonfider 'the Temaining mark df true faving faith, 

'2* It purifies the 'heart. 

This cffeft of a true faith is aflcrttd or implied 

in very many paflages of the facred fcriptures. 

All the numerous ablutions among tlie ancient 

^Traelites were doubtlefs defigned, as fignificant of 

^is, arid it is afferled that God has now " put no 

'« difference between Jew and Gentile, furi-^ 

^^fiing their hearts oy faithX Our bleffed 

Lord prays to his Father, that believers " might 

« be fanftificd through his truth $." St. Paul 

^fcribes thtm, as ^^ fan6lified in Chrift Jefus || ;" 

t A£is Kv, 9. § John xvii. \g% V C^cixA.'i-* 
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or, as he clfewhere expreffes it, " by the blood of 
" the covenant* St. Pelcr reprefcnts them as 
" having purified their fouls, in obeying the truth, 
*' through the Spirit t." And, St. John declares 
« that every man that hath the hope" arifing from 
true faving faith, by which we become adopted 
children of God, "purifieth himfclf,eyenasChrift 
" is pure ;J;." 

Now, no truth can be more certain than thi% 
that « without holinefs, no man can fee th^ 
*< Lord § ;" that the pure in heart alone can fee 
God II ; and that, if we would '* fee him as he rv* 
we mtt/l " purify ourfelvcs as he is piire." Wc 
muft be " meet for the inheritance of the faints in 
'* light (tf )," or we never can enjoy it. No inw 
pure thing, nothing that defiletb, (hall ever enter 
into thofe blifsful regions; for, if it did^ as 
heretofore with the fallen angels, it would again 
occalion mifery and anarchy in heaven. . *< God 
^^ hath called us unto holinefs;" and hn^addiie^ 
to us is " Ye fhall be holy ; for, I, the Lord yoW 
'* God, am holy (^) " We muft be cleanfed from our 
natural impurities, and corniptions,or wc Jiever ca» 
be fitted for the divine prefcnce ; we never can be 
capable of the beatific vifion of God. It is fini 
which feparates between God and us; darkening 
our minds, and deadening our fouls to the percept 
tion of his divine prefence ; and it is only inaf* 
much as the impurity and defilement of fin are re- 
removed, that we can have fpiritual union aai 

com- 

* Hcb. A, 29. + 1 Pet, i. 22.- 
/ t John 111.3. ^ Htb. xv\.i:\, \\^\^x,>7,%v 
fsrj CoL J. 12. (b) LLVit* \«>. "1. ^^^ ^>» VV 
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tommunion whb him. So it is in time ; and fo 
twill be in eternity. As we die, fo we muft rife 
igain. Our bodies, indeed, will be liiiritualifed, 
uid fitted for .their eternal ftate, whether of hap* 
pinefs or mifery ; but our foul* mu/l be altogether 
^ prepared to nriect. our God,*' in this life; or they 
Will.be feparated from him for even *' In the 
'^ place where the tree falleth, there it fhall be t." 

* There is no work, nor device, tjor knowledge, 

* nor wifdom, in the grave, whither we go *." 
[t has been truly reprcfented, by a comparifon 
vith the Red Sea of old. If we go in Ifraelites, 
ve arrive in fafety, peace, arid joy, in the country 
)eyond; if we go in Egyptians, we miferably 
>erifli. ^ . .. 

Now, this important work, in purifying and 
preparing the heart, is alcribed, in the facred vo-* 
riime, as we have fecn, to faith ; and it is rnani^ 
left, that, if it produce the feveral other effects 
ivbich we have confidered, it muft neceJDTarily male 
iie heart more pure and holy. Indeed, in the 
Lrery nature of. things, faith alone can do this. 
Sinful as we are, we never can be made; pure and 
holy, except by a divine principle of firm truft and 
confidence in God, which is bis gift and operation 
iathe foul. To fey th4t we can do this for our- 
(elves, would be xo fay, that we can « bring a 
8* clean thing out of ^n unclean;" that corruption 
may purify itfclf ; that an efFeS may be produced 
without any adequate caufe. To fay that God 
may do it, by an arbitrary exercife of his Al- 
Biighty Power, without any fuch principle wrought 

* £ccl. xi, 3^ -VVci* ly.: vo% 
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in our hearts, would be to fay, that vc iray be 
iu^iy, witt)out a (ingle difpolitton towards hoiinel^. 
I'o be holy, xof muft bwlic\^e in God, fo as to 
love acid ohcyx him, chearrully, villingly, 
and as far as our remaining fraihies and 
corruptions will permif, conltamly. Holinefs may 
and niuft be wrought in u.s; but it never can, in 
the very nature of things, be entirely performed 
Jcj- 4ii, nicltptnck^nt of ourieives. God and Chrill 
are infinitely iioly in themlelves, and the great au- 
thor5, by ihe Holy Ghoft, of all holinefs, ineveiy 
other being; but, they never can be hoiyforus^ 
any more than they can be (aved for us. Ai 
Chtiit does not believe for us, but enable us to 
believe, he i:» not holy for us, but makes us hoi]r« 
He came to ^< redeem us from all iniquity, and to 
purify unto hitnf^lf a peculiar p^c^le ♦/* The it- 
demption froi|i the penalty and fuffering of oar 
iniquity was zl\ his own; but in the redemptioa 
from the power of iniquity, in our being purified, 
as his ix'culiar people^ our own hearts mull be 
made to concur. It is God who miift make 
th'^m do fo, and the principle, by which he ac- 
complithes this, u faith, the true fiiving " faith, of 
•• the operation of God t." Thus, with refpcft td 
holinefs, as well as every other part of our 6lva* 
lion ; " by grace we are faved, through faith; and 
«' that not of ourielves, it is the gift of God : not 
<* of works, leaft any mad fhould boaft T.' We 

mm 

• Titus II. 24. 
+ The reader will find this important fubjeft well and 
fu'iv (th'ju^h briefly) fcpi^Vented,m^^iiVtV^ >w<^VAtUxxst 
Oil Juflifi^vLiion. 

J Epb. u. ^% 
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luft " work out our own falvation with fear and 
trembling: for, it is -God that worketh in us, 
• both to will, and to do, ^f his good pleafure*." 
iefcription would fail me, in endeavouring to re^ 
>refentto you " the beauty of holinefs.". It is the 
piage of God himfelf t : His infinite h^ppinefs 
irifesfrom his infinite holinefs. Our firft. parents, 
>efore their fall, were holy according to their lower 
phere, and were happy in proportion. JThe an- 
[cls of light ggre fo now. The fpirits of darknefs 
/ere fo likewife; and their prefent extreme 
nifcry arifes from thehr great unholinefs. So 
i is with fallen man. All his unhappinefs 
lere is occafioned by his unholinefs ; and fo it will 
K through eternity. Inafmuch as we recover the 
livine image of holinefs, we recover our. proper 
lappinefs. It is in like manner, thceffeclofa 
iivine power. We fee it exemplified in certain 
shymical mixtures. Thefe appear clouded and 
iroubled, the picture of impurity and diforder. 
But, let a third fubftance be applied of fufficient 
rfficacy, and the whole fluid becomes tranquil 
md pellucid; equally diftinguifhed forits calmnefs 
ind effulgence. Thus divine grace tranquillifeg 
md purifies, the heart of man. It was, like ore in 
:he mine, ufelcfs through the diforder of its par- 
ades, and its various corruptions ; but it is now, 
ike ore which has pafftrd through the fire, bearing 
be (lamp and image of God. 
■ To defcribe, more particularly, holinefs or pu- 
ity of heart. It comprifes within it all that is 

I good 

* Philip, a. «2, 19. \ "L^V* vi^^V 
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I )0(I and lovely in religion. It is fometimcs con- 
iounded with morality ; but this (as it is generally 
underftood) rs a very fmall part indeed of Chriftian 
holinels, which comprehends all piety and love to 
God, all benevolence as well as outward good 
condutt towards men. It commences in the 
mind being diverted of fclf, of fclf-righteoufneGj, 
fclf-confidcnce, felf-depenclence ; and the heart re- 
pofing, with full trull, on God in Chrift, as ils 
only fuppprt, the great fourcc of all its bleilings 
received and cx{)etted. The breafi: teems with 
gratitude and love. The will of God becomes 
our will ; the promotion of his glor\' our happi- 
nefs. We, at length, love all righteoufnefs, not 
merely becaufe it is his will, but for its native ex- 
cellence. Habit has become fecond nature. Wc 
take dclicrht in it, as con2[enial to our fouls. We 
ha\e, in a lower degree,- that mind in us, which 
was in ChriH Jefus, whofe " meat and drink it 
" was to do the will of his Father in heaven.." 
Like Enoch, we conftantly (as it were) "walk 
with God *.'* The heart is given up to him. His 
Holy Spirit rules within it; and all his divine 
" fruits, love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentle- 
^ nefs, goodnefs, fidelity, mceknefs, temperance," 
necc ffarily follow. Thus the very faith, by which' 
wc receive the pardon of our tranfgreflions, be- 
comes the mean, through divine grace, of purify- 
ing our hearts from all their corruptions. As our 
faith in Chrift increafes, fo our holinefs. As the 
one declines, fothe other. 

The 

^ Gen. V. 22. St^ll^b. k\. ^, 
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'he qucftion then arifes, Have you this mark 
•ue favmg faith; purity or holinefs of heart 
life ? Have you i m any degree ? Juft in the 
ee you pofFefs it, fo is your faith in Chiift. . 
cannot, for an inftant, feparate the one from 
Dther. But, oh ! ie cautious, that you do not 
ake for this, what is commonly called morali- 
a mere outward decency and propriety of 
ners, with general hannlelfnefs, and occafional 
*volencc of conduft. This may exift without 
love either to God or man; but holinefs never 
This may leave the heart entirely in its na* 
1 (late; but holinefs indicates its complete 
ige. It is reprefented as our being « convert^ 
mewed, born again of the Spirit, created anew 
I Chrift Jefus ; partakers of the divirie na- 
ire&c;* and as our firft-creation fits us for 
animal life, fo the fecohd for the fpiritual and 
ne. Holinefs, in {hort,is the perfeflion of all 
rion, and includes within it every other mark 
iftifying faith, which hil'e you heard reprefented 
[lefe difcourfes. If you have hot all of thefc, 
eforc, you have not nolinefs ; and if you have 
holinefs, you have not faith in Chrift; you are 
the adopted children of God, but " are yet ia 
DMX fins- */' 

^ 1 Cor. XV. 17. See John viii. 21. & 24. 
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WE have feen," in this and the preceding 
difcourfes, the nature of true favii^ 
faith in Chrift. We have confidcred it in its 
caufing Chrift to dwell in us, by his Holy Spirit, 
bearing witnefs to our fpiritual adoption, and pro- 
ducing his divine fruits ; in its making Chrift pre- 
cious to our fouls, and being attended with joy 
and peace in its exercife ; in its being the fub* 
fiance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not feen ; the principle of a new and fpiritual. 
birth, attended with good works, and working by 
love to God and man; in its overcoming the 
world, enabling us to rcfift the temptations of 
Satan ; and purifying our hearts from all their cor- 
ruptions. Communion Nvith God in prayer, hu- 
mility, and other privileges and graces peculiar to 
believers, have been paffed over, becaufe they arc 
implied in the above reprefentations ; and though 
always confidered in the facred fcriptures as be- 
longing to the difciples of Chrift, yet I do notre- 
colle8, that .they are' any where direftly aficrted, 
like the above-noticed marks, as the effe8s of 
faith. Thofe cited may be Jufficient to point out 
the nature oi true bdi^f iu Cbi\ft» ^Uch^ we af- 
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fare you, after the fcripfurcs, and our Church, is 
the only faith, by which you can be faved. It is 
the faith, by which every pcrfon now in glory has 
been faved from the foundation of the world, 
accordin'T to the more or.lefs perfeft difpenfation 
of divine grace under which he has lived. If 
your faith be not productive of the efFefts above 
defcribed, it is not the true faith, and it cannot be 
the mean of your falvation. How fenfelefs then is 
the exclamation, that in enforcing faith, we Icflen 
the obligations of morality, or of arjy principle 
which is good and prai fe- worthy ; yea. weeftablifh 
them all ; and that, on the firmed foundation, the 
only one capable of fupporting them, that which 
God haUaid, and not man, "Other foundation,'* 
for any thing which is really good and amiable^ 
*' can no man Jay, than that is laid, which is Jefus 
** Chrift." Indeed, my friends, you midake, in 
imagining, that it is any thing apparently contrary 
lo holinefs, which ctfends vou in the doctrine of 
falvation- by faith. So far from it, if we (hould 
daftto preach (alvation by a faith not nccefl'arily 
produQive of this, I would anfwer for it,* that 
numbers of you would readily become fuch be- 
lievers. You are not willing to fc^rfake your fins, 
to give up your idols, worldly pleafures, riches, 
or honours, anl therefore you will not believe. 
You " love darknefs rather than light, becaufe 
" your deeds afre evil*." You hate to be rcform- 
** ed," and therefore caft God's words behind 
^ you.t." If you might retain your evil defires^ 

I 3 ^\xL 
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and finful habits, you wo ild readily enough enf- 
brace any mere fpeculative faith, which we would 
preach to you. If you might be permitted to 
unite " light with darknefs, Chrifl; with Belial*, 
you would not helitate concerning the theory 
which you admitted. You would, without any 
reluQance, admit the doflrine of falvatiou by this. 
You would not objeft to any outward forms 
which might be annexed to it. Thefe might ferve 
to quiet the occafional mifj^ivirigs of your cnn* 
fcience, and cheriih your felf-efteem. But a 
complete change of heart, principles, and life^ is 
what you cannot bear. This ftrikcs at Satan's 
empire within you at once; and againft thi.s 
every objeQion will be urged, even cavils of 
the moft oppolite and difcordam nature will be 
brought forward. At one time, the doftrincs 
will be reprefcnted fo relaxed as to lead to Veen- 
tioufnefs ; at another time, fo rigid, that it is not 
pofTiblc to obey them, And,,.then, when we tell 
you, that you muft rcn9unce your very befl ac- 
tions, thoughts, and dil'pofitions, as the means of 
your acceptance with God, afte?' as well as before 
believing ; afid, from firft to laft, muft feek mercy 
through the merits and fufferings of Chrift alone; 
this is fuch a flab to pride, that it can never be 
borne. If you might bui be allowed, at length, 
to eftablilh a merit of your own, every thing be- 
fides might be endured; but, after all, to come to 
God a^ '' unprofitable fervants," hoping for every 
thing only through his Son, this apj^ears to "the 

carna^ 

* 2 GoT.v'v. !■]. 
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carnal mind" intolerable. And yet, this is the 
light and glory of true believers. They would 
t be any thing themfelves, if they could; and 
^11 know that they couW not if they would. The 
adftone of their fpiritual and cternai building ' 
jft be " brought i^ with (houtings, crying, Grace, 
^acc unto it * ; " and fo would they have itt 
ley dcfire no glory, except by reflexion of the 
3ry of God; as they feek no happinefs, except 

and through him. The moft exalted title, at 
lich they aim, is that of redeemed finners. Their 
jk^ft ambition is to lay their crowns of glory at 
^ fe t of Chrill, and to lly^mn his praifes through- 
it eternity. And, though he, with his ufual love 
d condefcenfion, may gracioufly fay of them.^ 
thefe fhall walk with ific in white, for they are 
worthy t ;" yet, the rapturous languagcof their 
arts will ever btf, " Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and glory^ 
and bleffingj/' for " thou haft redeemed us to 
to God, through thy blood {.'' « Bleffing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
fitteth upon the throne, and uitto the Lamb, for 
ever and ever [j." . 

From all that has been faid (if you have receiv- 
i it) you cannot, I fhould hope, be at a lofs to 
low " whether you be truly in the faith," or 
)t.- Further defcription muft be unnectflary. I 
all therefore conclude the whole, with a parting 
Idrefs. 

• Z^ch. ;V. 7. f Rev. \\\. 4. I'^^v. N* W* 
iV..jj. JRevv.9. li VcT. 1^, 



tC4 X^AMlNATIOSr 

ifl^ To Unbelievers. 

2'A^-, To JjBLIEVERS. 

• S'^^JS To Backsliders, 

i/?, To Unbelievers. 

What fhall I fay to you more than I have faid 
already ? And yet, I would not willingly leave 
you to perifh. If I knew any argument which 
I have not ufed, I would readily bring it for- 
ward. If I knew any lurking-place or retreat of 
your unbelief, in which you fancy that you hide 
yourfelves from God, I would enedavourto follow 
you there, and fhew you your djl ifion. In what way 
is it pofriblc,that you can comfort yowrfelvo i.i your 
prefent flate ? Do you not fee, that you are under 
the wrath and condc mn tion of God, and when you 
appear before Chrift, the Saviour of the world, as 
your judge, he will doom you to cverlafting mi- 
fery? Are you not rejecting the only m*eans 
which God has provided for your fafety ; and 
will not your eternal condemnation be incrcafed, 
according to the privileges, and means of grace, 
with which you have been favoured ? Will not 
thefe very fermorw, of which you cannot deny the 
truth, rife up in judgment againft you? Will not 
believers in the jewifh church, nay ! will iiot 
many in the heathen world, who, with not a thou- 
fendth part of your advantages, have approached 
ten thoufand times nearer to the ChriHian faith, 
condemn you in the great day ? In what way do 
you confole yourfelves? Do you fiippdfe that 
there is noiin in unbclkf, wheu God repeatedly 
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• 

tells you, it is the greateft fin, even the unpardon- 
rible fin, which will exclude you from his mercy 
For ever ? Do you imagine, that, if you live aQ- 
trording to the light you have, and are honeft snd 
diligent in your catlings, you may ftill be faved 
ivithout faith ? If you will not liften to the nu- 
mierous paflages of fcripture, which I have brought 
forward to the contrary ; hear how our Church 
underftands ihefe ; *' They are to be had accurfed^ 
^ that prefume to fay, that every man fhall be fav- 
" ed by the law or feft which he prpfeffeth, fo 
" that he be diligent to frame his life according to 
•« that law, and the light of nature. For holy 
'* Scripture doth fet out unto us only the name of 
*• Jefus Chrift, whereby men muft be faved *.*• 
And, do not deceive yourfelves. Your unbelief 
b, in the very nature of it, full of evil. It arifet 
from " an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
'* from the living God t." It fprings from pride, 
avarice, or fenfviality, or fome other hateful paffion^ 
fvhich you carefully conceal even from yourfelves^ 
and are ftudious to hide from God and man. But^ 
it cannot be fo. " All things are naked and opened 
•' unto the eyes of him with whom we have to 
ii^do;" and, at the day of final judgment, *« the 
•.' fecretsof^U hearts will be revealed," and all the 
il|pminableag^ravaied|wickednefs of your unbelief 
m\\ be laid open. You will be made to confefs, 

before 

* Article i8th. The reader will find this fubjeft re- 
presented in a mon: maflerly manneri in Law'« three 
Letters ft) Hoadley. 

+ tleb. vlu 15.^ 
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before men and angels, that all your fancied vii'^ 
tues have beeh vile hypocrify, and thole which 
you now imagine mere foibles, weakneffes, and 
involuntary eiTors, have been the fruitful produce 
of a corrupt heart, detefting God and all goodncfs. 
You will then be brought to fee what a kind and 
loving Saviour you have rejeftcd; what an holy 
and glorious faith you have fpumed, even bafely 
fpumed from you, while you hypocritically pro 
feffed it. You call yourfelvcs Chriftians : The 
doftrines of the univerfal Church of Chrift, as 
contained in the facred fcriptures, will rife againlt 
you, and condemn you. You call yourfelves 
members of the Church of England: the doftrines 
of that Church, as contained in her articles, homi- 
lies, and liturgy, will equally condemn you. 
Every repetition of our Church fervice which you 
have attended, every adminiftration of the Lord's 
Supper, of which you have partaken, every faith- 
ful explanation of the gofpel, which you have 
heard in ferraons, or read in books, even all that I 
am now urging, will only the more condemn you, 
if you obftinately continue, and at length die in 
unbelief. With this warning. I take my leave of 
you, praying that he " who commanded the light 
"to ftiine out of darknefs, may, at length, (hinft 
•* into your hearts, to give the light of the know- 
*5 ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus 
♦< Chrift *." Let me addrefs my felf, 

2rf/y, To 6eLI£VERS. 

I would hope that thefe difcourfes will be both 
heard and read by fome ^exfotv^ \e^\W ^utwering 
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lis defcription; who, though they may lament 
leir own want of faithfulnefs and diligence, can 
uly blefs Cod, that " by his grace, they are what 
they are,'' and arc enabled to evidence their 
ith, by thofe fcriptural marks which we have 
Jen conlidering. Well, indeed, my brethren, 
ay you rejoice, when you bear in mind the blef- 
3gs which you have already received, and the ftill 
eater bleffmgs yet in ftore for you. " He who 
hath begun a good work in you is able and willing 
to accomplifh it unto the end." The firft-fruits of 
z Spirit, which you have already received are a 
Drious encouragement for you to expeO: an 
undant harveft. Remember, my dear friends, 
at the faith, by which you mufl be fully faved, 
a conftant, living ruling principle, and muft be 
pt in continual exercife. You have heard how 
my bleflcd purpofcs, through the grace of God, 
s capable of effefting. Do not fcek, then, to ac« 
mplifh any of thefe by your own flrength ; but 
me continually to Chrift, with the fame limplc 
th, by which you firft obtained his love and 
;our. Your ftrength is weaknefs, but the 
ength of Chrift, if you truly apply with all 
ur hearts to him, is '* made perfeft in fuch 
weaknefs*." He will give grace to help in time 
^eed, "ftrength according to your day." He is 
11 of grace and truth ; and of his fulnefs while 
»u believe in him, you (hall continually receive, 
en grace for grace. Oh,. my friends, if you aft 
cording to your privileges, you may be careful 

for 
♦2 Cor. xli.Q. See vet. V©,. 



108 EXAMINATION 

for nothing,*' fince Chrift carcth for you, and God 
loverh you, as his "dear children." While you 
"love God, all things fliall work together for 
" your goo J/' Whatlbever you (hall a(k, bdieih 
ing^ which may be for your real and lafting happi- 
ncfs, God will give it you. He will " do for you, 
" above all that voa can afk or ihink *." If he 
would have with-held any thing, it would have 
been his Son, his dearly beloved Son, in whom 
he was well plcafed ; but having given his own 1 
Son to die for your fins, he will with him freely 
give you all things t. Doubt it not for a fingk 
inftant. All the promifes of God are yours. 
'• You have a free accefs, through Chrift, by the 
" Holy Spirit, unto the Father +" Tho Spirit is 
ever ready to help your infirmities, and " make in- 
" terceffion for you with groanings that cannot 
« be uttered." He who knoweth the mind of 
God will make interceflion for you according to 
" his will }." And, remember, Chrift is not only 
both able and willing to fave, but *^ to fave to the 
" uttermoft, all that come unto God by him, fee- 
" ing HE ever liveth to make interceflion for youl." 
You " have an Advocate with the Father, Jefus 
*' Chrift, the Righteous, he who is the propitia- 
*• tion for our fins (a)/' Afk then of God, and 
afk freely. Live in the Spirit of prayer. "Pray 
" without ceafing.' " Pray always with all prayer 
** and fupplication iii the Spirit, and watch iherc- 

«unto 

♦ Ehp. iii. 20. + Rom. viil. 32. J Ehp, ii. iS. 
/ Rom, viii, 26, & 27. |\Heb,v*\u2c^. ^a^ \ ^oVwxv\v» 1 &2. 
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ito with all perlevcrance *." Study much the 

I and will of God. Meditate thereon night 
^ay. You know that ** t^ gofpel is the 
»wer of God uhto falvation, to every one tha^ 
lievetht:'* that " the holy fcriptures are able 
make you wife unto falvation, through faith 
lich is in Chfift Jefus.*' Yes, my dear 
ds, they are dble, if you Ibllow their bleffed 
:tions, to do this completely and entirely. 

II fcripture, being by infpiration of God, is 
Dfitable for doftrine, for reproof, for correc- 
)n, for inftruftion in righteoufnefs, that the 
an of God may be perfe£t, thoroughly furnifli^ 

unto all good works J/' Be ct)nftant and di- 
it in the ufe of all the means of grace; the 
ching of the word; the bleffed facrament of 
K)dy and blood of Chrift; the fociety of the 
ful. Let Ro means be nfcgleded; but look 
ugh them^ all to the giver of every good 

perfeft gift. Draw nigh to God, and he 
draw nigh to you. Seek conftant commu- 
I with him, with continual frefh a?ceffions of 
iivine grace. Remember, he who has caufed 
to become " partakers of the divine nature,** 
3th able and willing alfo to caufe you to be 
led with the Spirit ; to fanQify you wholly^ 
►dy, foul, and fpirit ; to fill you with all the ful>- 
fs of God ." " All things are poflible to theia 
at believe {/' God grant that you may be 
kept, by his power, through faith^ 

K unm 

Eph. VI' 18. + Rom. i, 19. 2 Tim, iii. 1^^ & i6| 

Per. f, 4, Eph. V. i8; uu 19* \1\kfc^»N*^V 1 
aric IX. 2j. 



•* unto fdlvation ; *" arid may, at length, b 
*^ to fay, with St, Paul, " I am now ready 
offered; and the time of my departure is at 
*' I have fought a good fight, I have finiflii 
*' courfe, I have k^t the faith : henceforth 
** is laid up for me a crown of righteoufncf^, 
*' the Lord the righteous Judge, will give 
« that day t !" 

grf/y, Let mc addrefsmyfelf to Backslii 
There are fome perfons, perhaps, who 
teen ready to fay, with a figh, as wc have 
proceeding, " Alas ! fo it was ore with us 
^' it is fo no more. We were III u as San 
" in this faithi-but we are now, like Sampfo 
*' prived of his hair. The Sun of Righteo 
♦' ufed to fliine into our fouls, almoft withe 
*' termiffion, diffuling light, and warmth, ar 
** and fruitfulnefs around. But now, he 1]^ 
^ head from us, in a perpetual cloud, and 
*^ dark and cold, gloomy and barren. Th 
•* was, whf n all the ordinances and means ol 
^ were to us a continual feaft, but now they 
** taftelefs and inlipid. We could on 
** more have paffed a day without freque 
** vent prayer, than without breath ; but 
*' week fucceeds to' week, without our heart 
*' truly drawing nigh to God, in the dull rep 
*' of our morning and evening devotions 
** even the very forms are often neg 
.** Our Ibuls once flourifhed and increafcd 
* cdves of the ftall^* but now we have c< 

. o( 
# > ?c%. i. 5% i^ Tvaa. \s • ^, ^^ ^ ^» 
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afion to cry out^ < Oh, our 'leanneHs our 
incfs !' The time was when the « holy, juft, 

good' law of God, w^as our joy and delight; 

now, it frequently appears * gi'ievous' |o 
and we fhrink from its obfervance. Our 
ts once centered in God alone; but now we 
ily fcek tiappinefs in the creature. The 
Id, with all its numerous enticements, was 
£ under our feet j but now^ in a thoufand 
mces, it has again obtained the afcendency. 
! time was, when nothing delighted us more 
^the fociety of the faithful ; to dwell with 
a on the infinite goodnefs of God, the won- 

of redeeming love^ the gracious infliiences 
is Holy Spirit, and how much, notwithftand • 
our great unworthinefs, ' he had done for 
fouls*;' but how we can take little intereft 
jch fociety, or fuch fubjeQs. They feenx'. 
ign to us. They appear to accufe our kike^ 
mnefs. Every return of the Sabbath, every* 
cince into the houfe of Cod,Hbrings to us no* 
g but reproach; {hewing us what we were, Md^^ 
t we are. We feem, like the fabled reliqucsi ■ 
Jahomct, fufpended between heaven and 
b. We can receive happinefs from neither . 
rather, we are wholly given up to earth. ^Mli 
become « earthly, fenfual, devlifh t.' Eyer^ 
\il difppfition leems now fpreading ity 
encc, to ruffle' and difturb our rainds^ 

fouls from having refembled heaven, are ■ 
become a pifture of hell. ' Oh! wretched* 

K 2 " men 

* Pfalmlxvi. 16; -V i^m^^Yiv^\^^ 
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^ men that we arc ! We have trodden under foot 
^* the blood of the Sc^n of God, wherewith ve 
*' were fanftified, and counted it an unholy thing. 
'* We have crucified him afrefh, and put him to 
" an open fhame. We have done defpite to the 
" to the Spirit of grace *;" who Ihall deliver iisT 
I will not, my poor unhappy* friends, endea- 
vour to increafeyour affiiQion. I will not dwell 
im the circumftances which aggravate your guilt, 
^^vhich heighten your folly. You are fenfiblc of 
them alK You lament them fincerety^ They ctit 
you to the very heart. Thcfe are the fyraptoilii 
which encourage me to hope. You need not 
defpair. Your day of grace rs not pad. If it 
were, yoir would no longer lament your ftaf; 
vo:i w'c:'.r]'l no Ton^cr feck to he relieved fomif. 
Viy.\''}:c.\'\ I. '^ '}<:vv i:i twm' n.mi'?.'' And GotI 
i>2\CY yet failed to receive a repentant prodigal, 
liowever ungrateful the return which had been 
ttiade for all his former favours. Nay ! Tie wilf 
behold you with an eye of affeftioTi, while you 
are ** yet a great way off, and riin to meet you.**^ 
He will "heal all your backflidings, ana love 
**• you freely t." He will again admit you to the 
<* fountain ever open for fm and uncleannefs J, 
tMit you may '' wa(h, and be clean .'* Do yoif 
bemoan youffelf like Ephraim, faying, •^ Thou 
^^ haft chaftifed me, and I was chaftifcd, as a bul- 
*^ lock unaccuftomed to the yoke : turn t)iou me*, 
«« and I fliall be turned; for thou art the Lord 
*^ my Cod. Surely, aftef that I was tamed, I re- 

• Heb. X, ^9-— VI. 6. ;V \ioCt^^ ^w. 4- 

' 1 ZecW. x*m. \. ^ 
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pented; and after that I was mftniSed, I fmote 
upon my thigh : I was afliamed, yea even con- 
founded?" If fuch b« your lamentation ; hear 
le gracious anfwer of God. " Is Ephraim my 
dear fon ? is he a pleafant child ? for^ fince I 
fp^ke againll him, I do furely remember hi|n 
' ftill : therefore my bowels are troubled for him ; 

* I will furely have, mercy upon him, faith the 

* Lord*." God waits to be gracious to you. 
lis tender appeal to Ephraim was, " How long 
5 wilt thou go about, thou backfliding "daugh- 
« ter t ?"* So is it to you. " The Lord hath call- 
« ed you, as a woman forfaken, and grieved, and^ 

* a wife of youth, when you were refufed, faith 
« thy Godk" Hear his encouraging words. " For 
« a fmall moment have I forfaken you, but with 
< great mercies will I gather you. In a little 
^ wrath I hide my face from you for a moment ; 

* but with cverlafting kindnefs will I have mercy 
^ on you, faith the Lord, thy Redeemer J." 

But you may poffibly be ready to a(k, How are 
(ve to return to God, after our grievous tranfgreC. 
Sons ? Allow me to alk you, How Aid. you turn' 
^o him at the firft? Was it not entirely by antf 
'* through his dear Son, without any worthinefs 
[)f your own ? Did not fome' of you long ftrive xS 
prepare yourfelvcs for this in vain, and were you' 
not, at length, obliged to throw yourfelves entirely 
at the footftool of his mercy, and humbly fuppli* 
cate him to " work in you both to will and to* 
« do T Return then precifely in the fame manner. 

K 3 Co 

* jier. xxxi. i8, 19, &o. ^t Ver. 22i % Ila. liv, 6^ \., 8v 
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Go not about, like Ifra^l,^ to e1labli& s ri|^t&^ 
oufnefs of your own, left -you fall fliortof^the* 
" righteoufnefs^ v/hich is of God by faifh*." You 
can no more believe now by any power of your 
own, thaa you , could at the beginning of your 
CJiriftian courfe. You can do nothing effec- 
tually towards it, except by divine power, any 
more now than you could then, ' Fakh muft be 
«' the gift and operation of God ; Chrift muft be 
^ its author and finiftier, now, as formerly. " No» 
•« man ^ver cometb to the Father, but by him." 
« Mo man ever cometh unto ^ him, except drawn* 
^ by the Father, which hath fcm him t." Let 
the language of youF heart be ; ^^ draw me ; I 
^ will. run JJ' God has drawn you ;.he is everr 
now drawing you. He is drawing you, " with* 
*' the cords of a man, with bands of love j.**^ 
He has given you to fce your fin and your mifery; 
to lament the lofs of his love and favour ; to de- 

* fire to be again wholly his. And, he will make* 
you ftiU further ''willing in theday of his power, 
** when the times of cefreftiing Ihall come from the 
«* prefence of the Lord(tf) ;" and your foul fhalb 
be again like a well-watered garden, full of plenty 

* and fragrance, and will again make grateful re- 
turns ta the infinitely loving and benevolent hand* 
by which it is enriched . 

, But, oh! when this joyful event arifes, remem- 
ber carefully the means by which you. were form- 
• * erly 

♦Philip, ill. 9. See Rom iii. 2i:- - ■■ x: 3, &c: 
-4 John vi, 44. ij: Cantioles i. 4, ^ Holiea xi. 4;» 
. 4^J F£dm ex* 3^ Ads iii. tj^v - f^ 
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y prcferved (alas! for too fhorl a time) in your . 
th and allegiance. Purfue ihefe diligently and -^ 
nftantly for the future. Bea*i? in niind, alfo, and 
r to heart, the ways by which you fell from 
ur fteadfaflnefs, whether by fome fudden* 
nptation to great and known fin ; or whetTier by 
not rainding fmall things (as you imagined 
them) you fell by little gnd little.** This latter 
3y far the moft common event, and frequently 
I moft fatal. The human mind in thrs cafe aftff 
e an elaftic ball. If caft down whh fudden vio- 
ice, it will recoil, and if taken at the rebound, may 
eaiily recoveredr but if, on^ the other hand, it l)e 
Tered gently and gradually to fall fo the ground, 
falls to rife no more. They who- thu* fall, as= 
ubtlefs fome of you have done, too fatally find 
It, as they have funk down,'their mind has be* 
me proportionabiy dead, their confcience pro- 
rtionably dead. They have become fo ha- 
uated to their declining ftate, as to be ig- 
rant of their lofs. They are ever looking 
what they were, rather than lo what they- 
j, or fhould be. Their fouls feek a wretched 
lenance in their former experience of divine 
ice, which is as incapable of fupporiing them irt* 
alth and vigour, as the corrupted manna of 
fterday was of preferving life and ftrengih to the 
aelites in the wildernefs. Be careful, then, and 
itch, not only againft fuch as are called great 
5, but even againft^the fmalleft ; againft the re» 
)teft temptation to commit them. Avoid whau 
zv njsy be likely to lead you aft ray. Thus, be* 
re^ ^^ left any of yoa become bardened| througii. 
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** the deceitful nefs of fin *." Strive again 
* Watch againft it; and let it be a watchfu 
" uoto prayer." " Watch and pray left ye ( 
"into temptation t." Efpecially, avoid i 
^ and worldly company. Fellow the exampl 
*the Pfalmill. ** Keep your mouth (as it were) 
^ a bridle, y^hile the wicked are before yo 
No faith can (land againft fuch aflbcia 
** Evil communications" ever have corru| 
and ever will " corrupt good manners." ^ 
" juftly, love mercy, and walk humbly with ; 
^ God $." " Vifit the fatherlcfs and widow 
" their afflifiion, and keep yourfelves unfpc 
" from the world ||." Preferve your faith in 
tinual exercife, both in feeking grace at the h 
of God, and in purfuing the humble line of ( 
both towards God and man. Thus fliall } our I 
profper. God will never leave you, nor for 
you, but will continually build you up, being ] 
God and your guide, even unto death; and 
at length admit you to the enjoyment of his fa 
prefence, in everlafting life and glory. 

Finally^ Let us all carefully " examine 
•* felves," by the feveral marks which have I 
brought forward, « whether we be in the f« 
or not J not merely whether we have been^ 
whether we he now. We (hall not be favcd, 
cording to what we have been^ but what we < 
what we live^ and die. Let our examination i 



•♦ Heb. iii. 13. + Mat. xxvi. 41. Mark. xiii. 
C©1. iv. t. Eph. vi. 18. Rom. xii. 12. \ Pfi 
%»xix, a } Mick vi» 8« |. l^xnss i; s^; 
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I a daily, an hourly occupation. If not in the 
ith, we cannot be in Chrift, we cannot be in the 
»vc and favour of God ; and if thofe effcfts of 
true faving faith, which we have confidered, do 
ot arife and ftiew themfelves in qyr hearts and 
^^es, we cannot be, in the fight of Cod^ believers, 
.et u$ then ever ftrive, by divine grace, to go on. - 
from faith to faith," to be fdthful in all things, 
et us follow the example of St. Paul, who af- 
rted of himfelf, " This one thing I do ; forgetting 
the things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto thofe things which are before, I prefs to-- 
ward the mark, for the prize of the high calling ' 
of God, in- Chrift Jcfus*." May Almighty 
od, out of his infinite love and mercy grant, thai . 
c may* all thus become and continue faithful 
ito death, and finally inherit evcrlafliug life, 
T the fake of his dear Son, Jefus Chrift, our Re- 
'emer! Amen! Amen! 

Philip. iii.S3, & ^4. 
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PRAYER BEFORE THE SERMO>J. • 

Cne of the occafional Prayers appointed for the Day, 

WE humbly befcech thee, moft merciful God, that, by thy 
, ihou wouldcft keep alive in us, who have this day prclumed 
k fuch great bleffings at thy hands, a conflant fcnie of thy 
nee, and of our depi.*ndbnce upon thee. Suffer us not to re* 
:o our former finfulnefs and difobediencc, nor again to yield 
:)fe evil paflions and defircs, which have brought down thy 
ludgments upon us: But, fave us, O God, fave us, not only 
our worldly, but alfo from our (piritual enemies ; ?nd, moft 
:ially, fave us from ourfclvci, — for the fake of JefusChrift our 



FAST SERMON. 

FOR FEBRUARY I3, 180I. 



EZEKIEL xiv. 12, 13, 14. 

word of the Lord caine again unto me, fc^inf^^ Son of man, 
en the land Jinneth againft me, by trfpaljing gtievoujly, then 
U I firetch out my hand upon it, and will breah the fiaff of 
bread thereof and zvill fend famine upon it, and will cut qjf 
n and beajlfrom it: Though thefe three men, Noah, Daniel, 
i Job, were in it, they fhould deliver but their own fouls by 
ir rightcoufnfs, faith the Lord God* 

r will not be necessary to occupy your 
time in proving that Almighty God fre- 
ntly visits nations with temporal calamities 
account of their sins, in order to call them 
•epentance ; and, should these prove inef- 
ual, afterwards condemns them to merited 
truction* This is a doctrine apparent in 

A almost 

"- [JV. AppktWi PritUer^ i)ariin^ton.'\ 
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n^nost every page of the Old Testament: and 
among the several judgments there recorded, 
we find frc(]uent notice of that of scarcity, 
irentioned in our text, — of which the present 
slate ot our own land affords but too exact a 
paraUcI. " Son of man (saith God to the same 
pro])het, at another time) " behold, I will break 
'^ the staff of bread in Jerusalem : and thev 
"shall cat bread by weight, and with care: 
^' and consume away for their iniquity*." — 
— " I have ^saith God, by the prophet Amos) 
" given you cleanness of teeth, in all your 
" cities; and want of bread, in all your places; 
" yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the 
'' Lordf *' " Behold, (saith He, by Isaiah) 
*' the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, doth take from 
" Jerusalem, and from Judah, the stay, and the 
'' stafi; the whole stay of bread J." This is 
declared to be ore of God's " four sore judg- , 
*' ment^||:" nor is it the only one under which 
we are now affiict'ed for our sins; though doubt- 
less it is that of which we more immediately 
feel the pressure : the ravages of that w^ar in 
which we are unhappily engaged, with all their 
accumulated horrors, being hitherto remote. — 
]May an infinitely loving God ever keep them 

so: 

*Ezek IV. 16, <7. See v. if>, &c. Lcvlt. xxvi. sS. 
iv. 6. ♦ 4. U'A. Vu. !• \ tj«.V, »w. aft. 
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»o- — or rather, may he restore to a distracted 
M^orld, the invaluable blessings of peace! Miiy 
tlie sweet mmate come crowned with the ears 
of plenty ! May the Lord cause the earth pleiif- 
tifully to '* bring forth, and bud, that it may 
" give seed to the sOwer, and bread to the 
"eater*!" May he "crown the year with 
" his goodness !" May -^^ his clouds drop fat- 
" ness !" May " the folds be full of sheep; 
** the valleys also stand so thick with corn, that 
" they laugh and sing+ !" Oh happy, thrice 
happy days, — when sfiall we again behold you !' 
When shall we " turn our swords into plough- 
" shares, and our spears into pruning hooks ?'* 
When vshall we " sit, every man under his own 
" vine, and under his own fig-tree, and drink 
" of the waters of his own cistern ?" AVb*n 
shall the Lord's awful " controversy" with us 
be qnded; — and "nation no longer lilt up 
** sword agr.inst nation, neither the people karn 
^* war any more J?" 

The answer to these questions, taking the 
word of God for our guide, is plain and easy. 
When, as a nation, we repent ; — when, in sin- 
cerity of heart, we turn to God;- -when we 
forsake the evil of our ways j — wl;en wc " fol- 

A 2 " low 

♦Ifd* Iv. 10. + Pfalm Ixv. 12, and 14. Old Vcrfion, 

. J Ifa, ii. ^, Stc ^licdh IV. tj. 
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" low after righteousness, godliness, faith, lov^,* 

** patience, meekness*:" When this our 

Christian land becomes truly a land of Chris- 
tians. And 'till this, in some measure, be the 
case, — He who alone causeth wars to cease in 
all the earth ; who giveth his people the bles- 
sing of peace ; who maketh even their enemies 
to be at peace with them : He, " in whose 
** pleasure is life," but whose anger is ^* acon- 
*^ turning fire ;" — ^* who maketh a fruitful land 
" barren, for the wickedness of them that dwell 
'* therein ;" — can never be expected to be 
friendly to us. He, who ^* putteth down one 
" kingdom, and setteth up another ; and giveth 
** them to whomsoever he will :" who needeth 
not bands of warriors to execute his vengeance 
on a country, but can commission swarms of 
insects to perform his will ; and though the 
land be ** as the garden of Eden, before them, 
^^ it shall be, behind them, a desolate wiMer- 

*^ nesst."- He, the Most High, who thus 

ruleth in the kmgdoms of men, can never be 
expected to withdraw his judgments. I^t but 
our infidelity and wickedness increase as they 
have done ot late, and the awful decree in our 
text may be expected to go forth against us, as 

against 

* 1 Tim. vi. 1 1 . + Joel ii. 3. Sec the vliolc of that moft 
fakUmc aod awiuJ chaptct. 
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ngainst the Jews of old ; '' Tlioiigh Ni ah, 
" Daniel, and Job were am* ng us, they should 
" deliver but iheir own souls by their riyhtc- 
" ousness, saith the Lord Gcd." 

How awful is this denunciation ! No doubt 
the prayers of the few rigliteous in our land, 
whom Cod <isteems as the precious among 
men, have hitherto warded off the heavy cala- 
mities with which we have been threatened.* 
Let but these be decreased and diminished a 
little more, and the ^linisters of Divine Ven- 
geance may be commissioned, without delay, 
to " sweep our land with the besom of destruc- 
^ tion.'* Where is Nineveh, that " exceeding 
*^ great city/* of three days journey ? AVh.ere 
is Amalek — where Edom? Where is " great 
" Babylon*?" Where is Tyre, the mart of na 
tions, the crowning city, — " whose merchants 
" were princes^ whose traffickers were the ho- 
" nourable of the earth?" Where is ancient 
Rome, the mistress of the world ? AVhcre the 
people who crucified the Lord of glory? Hath 
not his blood been visited on them, and on their 
children, to this day ? Are they not still " a 
" bye-word, and a proverb of reproach in all 
" nations whither the Lord hath driven them?" 
And is not our wickedness at least equal to 

A 3 their's, 

* Daxuel iv* 30. 
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their^s, living as we do under so much gi 
light, having so many superior advantage 
all of which we must render a most stri< 
count. How exact a representation doe 
apostle give of us! [2 Tim. iii. 1. 5.] ^' 
*^ know also, that, in the last days, pe: 
•* times shall come. For men shall be 1 
^* of their ownselves, covetous, boasters, p 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, untl 
ful, unholy, without natural affection, t 
** breakers, false-accusers, incontinent, 1 
" despisers of those that are good ; trs 
" heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure 
" than lovers of God ; having a form of : 
*' ness, but denying the power thereof " 
** ccpt we repent, we shall likewise perisl 
Oh ! then, that the inhabitants of our land i 
learn righteousness ! Oh that " the \v 
*^ would forsake his way, and the unrig! 
man his thoughts; and return unto the 
that He might have mercy on us, and t 
" God, that He might abundantly pardon 
It is with this view, our Sovereign, folic 
the example ot imcient times, has appoii 
day of public fast and humiliation :— God 
that it may be truly such ! A day, " to 
** the bands of wickedness, as well as to de 
<« bread to the hungry, and hide not our 
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)m our own flesh*/' " Tlien shall our 
ht break forth as the morning, and our 
alth shall s,pring forth speedily ; We diall 
11, and the Lord shall answer; we shall crjy 
d He shall say. Here I am. The Lord shall 
lide us continually, and satisfy our soul in 
ought ; and we shall be like a watered gar- 
n, and like a spring of water, whose waters 
1 not t.'* 

s the wickedness, so the reformation of a 
)le, is that of the several individuals of 
:h it is composed. We ma>, each 

s, therefore, either increase or diminish the 
)nal calamities ; either retard or hasten the 
►ration of former blessings. Nor let us inia- 
, for an instant, that our labour can be en- 
r in vain, even though it should fail to pro- 
peace and plenty for our suffering country ; 
? we shall, at the same time, be securing 

itemal happiness of our own souls. 

py will it be, if the awful calls of the pre. 
alarming period, — if the weekly lectures J 
Y established here, — if these, or any other 
is. should truly awaken any of the inhabi- 
i of this town to so important a concern ; 

to 

♦Ifa, Iviii. 6, 7. tlfa. Iviii. 9, and lu 

-eacfaed at Darlington, and alluding to the Tburfday CTe&iflf 
« lately e&ibUlbed there. 
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to an anxious solicitude for the welfare of theSf 
country, and their own everlasting salvation 1 

But then, in ordc^r to this^, your reformation 
must be — not partial, but complete and entire; 
not merely outward, but inward also j not mere- 
1/ that of the branches, but of the root of your 
sins. It must be not merely moral, but evan- 
gc^lical; not heathen, but christian. It must 
chnnge not only the outward actions, but the 
will, the thoughts, the desires, the affections, 
the whole heart. It is represented in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, as a complete conversion, — a 
turning from darkness unto light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God ; as a new and spiri- 
tual birth ; a new creation, in which old things 
pass away, and all things become new, They 
who were once cffrkness^ become light in the 
I^ordi and walk as children of light. IVy 
v/ho w^ere once under the powxr of Satan, taken 
captive by him at his will, have now a shield of 
ff)ith, sufficient to quench all the fiery darts of 
tcnriptation, with w^hich he assaUs th-era. They 
who, with the world, lay contentedly in a course 
of wickedness, following the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the e) es, and the pride of life,. — now 
overcome the world ; like iheir Divine Master, 
are not of the world ; but being chosen by him 
^ut of the world, testity of the world that the 

deed! 
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s thereof are evil ; have no longer fellow- 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
:r reprove them They w^ho were once 
:hildren and worshippers of Satan, the God 
is world, and performed all his impure dc- 
, become now the adopted children of 
, and w^crship him with an holy worship, 
I the beauty of holiness; — Not with mere 
ality, and outward ordinances; but in spi- 
nd in truth. 

lis is indeed a great and wonderful change! 
far less than this will be sufficient to ob- 
the praise of men; nay, the very strictness 
purity of such a life, may be the means of 
g ihis; but nothing short of this circumci* 
of the heart, can obtain the praise and fa- 
of God. We must adorn the doctrine of 
5t our Saviour in all things ; be holy in all 
ler of conversation ; do all things to the 
' of God, having that mind which was m 
5t Jesus ; being, like him, meek and lowly 
?art; gentle and forgiving, even tow^ards 
rery w^orst enemies and persecutors ; in all 
;s following his bright and perfect exam- 

^ould you wish the blessings cf peace and 
ty to be restored to our land ? Would you 
. to live under the love and favour of God-* 

uudet 
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under his approving love ? Would you wisb 
to save your souls, — to preserve them from the 
consuming fire, -^ the everlasting burnings of 
Cod's displeasure, — the fire prepared. for the 
devil and hi^ angels ; the worm that diLth not; 
and the fire that is not quenched ? Would 
you wish to dwell for ever in the presence of 
Cacd, and of the Lamb, of holy angels and just 
inen made perfect; — with no more death, nei- 
ther sorrow nor crying, nor any more pain; 
but fulness <>f joy, and pleasures for evermore? 
Would you wish to see God, not merely as 
through a glass, darkly ; but face to face,— as 
He is, — in all his brightness of majesty and 
glory, ev*rn as fully as the eyes of created be- 
ings, then spiritualized, — glorified, — powerful, 
—incorruptible*, shall be capable of enduring 
his di\me jadiance? If these be your washes, 
thus must ywU obtain them. M ithout holiness 
no man ca7i truly see the Lord, even in time ; 
far less see him, altogether, " as He is," in 

eternity. Every man that hath this hope 

{not a WTak and tottering and fallacious hope, 
but a w^ell-grounded, firmly established hope of 
this) — purifieth himself even as Christ is puie; 
is renewed daily by the Holy Ghost, in the 
spirit of his mind, — perfecting holiness in the 

fear 

*l Coif. XV. \^^ w 
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ir of the Lord; Is not only made partaker df 
! cfivine nature*, but, as far as is possible for 
sh and blood, becomes ** filled with all the 
FulneFs of God.*'*^ 

But, you ask, Hoza c^n these thlnjjs be? 

nswer: Look unto Jesus: " Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand,tjto be a Prince 
md a Saviour, for to givtt.Tenentance unto 
[sra^l, and forgiveness of sinst.'* As He is 
* object, so he is " the author and finisher of 
'aith J." He has been lifted up, to draw all 
in unto himself; and no nian cometh to the 
ther, but by him. I^ok unto him, all ye 
Js of the earth, and be ye saved. Tie will 
all in all to you : Ye shall be accepted in 
! Beloved, God's beloved Son, in whom he 
w'ell pleased. His blood is a sacred foun- 
n, ever open for sin and uncleanness. It is 
)recious balm for all your wounds ; the Di-» 
ic Physician, our good Samaritan, v/ill him- 
f apply it. Will ye then not come unto him, 
it ye may have life? He hath shed b cod 
:)UG:h, — blood divine? — for ten thousand such 
mers as you. Whether your debt be an hun- 
:d pence, or ten thousand talents, if ye, with 
icerity of heart, apply to him, he will freely 
'give you all. Your sins shall be no more re- 
membered 

♦ Eph. Hi. 19. ^ A£ls V. 31, X ^^^* ^"* *' 
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membered against you ; they shall be cast into 
the very depth of the sea. Though like crim- 
son and scarlet, though more in number than 

the hairs of your head, they shall be all 

cleansed from their impurities in the sacred 
fountain ; and appear before God like the 
newly-shorn wool, white as the driven snow! 

Thou poor, dejected penitent ! Thou hast 
nothing to offer ; but this blessing is all "with- 
/' out money and without price." Thou art 
helpless and forlorn : Confess thy misery into 
his bosom. " He feeds his flock as a shepherd: 
" He gathers the lambs with his arm, and car- 
'^ ries them in his bosom ; and gently leads those 
** that are with young." 

But thou wouldest have, not only the pardon, 
but the removal of thy sins. Tis well. Such 
is the disposition with which all should come 
to Christ : And he is sufficient for this also — 
He is willing, as hs is able. He w^as named 
Jesus, the Saviour, because he saves his people 
from their sins : Not only from tfheir guilt, but 
also from their corruption. He came to ** re- 
'^ deem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto 
^* himself, as a peculiar people, zealous of good 
•* works." He came to establish for himself 
** a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, 
**^r any such thing : — a people of priests, and 
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^* an holy nation." The blood of Christ cleans- 
eth from all sin. By his grace ye may be com- 
pletely saved, through faith; — and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast ; not of works, lest 
all men should despair. Do but continue look- 
ing unto Jesus. Trust not in your own righte- 
ousness, but in that which is of God, by faith 
Seek this continually; strive after it; or rather, 
Strive after Christ, — to be found in him, — to 
have his Spirit dwelling and ruling in your 
heart; to be any thing, or nothing", just as he 
would have you. 

Oh that you could all cry out, ** My beloved 
•* is mine, and I am his ! He is fairer than 
" the children of men; fuUof grace and truth,* 
" and of his fulness have we all received, and 

*^ grace for grace ! ^True, we are sinners,^— 

" the chief of sinners: — but Christ came into 
ihe world to save sinners ; to call them to 
repentance, faith, holiness: And, blessed be 
God ! the life that we now live in the flesh, 
** we live, by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
" us, and gave himself for us , yet not we, but 
" Christ liveth in us. While we trust in him^ 
", he will never leave us, nor forsake us ; but 
will preserve us faithful unto death, and give 
us a crown of c^^erlasting life." 

B May 
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May this be the language of all our hearts) 
May we know nothing, save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified. May we " glory ^only in the 
cross of Christ, whereby the world is cruci- 
fied unto us, and wc unto the world !" 
Thus shall we indeed become truly wise, 
wise unto salvation. For, let us search the 
Scriptures, in which we think we have eternal 
life, and they are they which thus testify of 
Christ: as the way, the truth, and the life: — 
the head over all things to his church ; their 
prophet, priest, and king ; their wisdom, righ- 
teousness, sanctification, and .redemption : by 
whom, and in whom, and through whom, and 
io whom, are all things, for ever and ever. 

Thus also shall we become the truest patriots. 
We shall arm our country with the favour and 
protection of Almighty God. Our prayers and 
our alms will ascend beiore»him. He shall give 
his angels charge over us, to keep us in all our 
ways ; and not only ourselves, but our families,, 
our relations, our friends; and we may hope for 
some share of his blessings on our country.-— 
^^ Behold, God will be altogether our salvation: 
^' We shall trust, and not be afraid: for the 
" Lord Jehovah shall be our strength, and our 
" song. He also will become our salvation.*' 

Vhich may Almighty G«d grant to our prayers, for the sake 
of his dear Son, Jesjui Chim out V.oi^\— K^^^^ 



PRAYER BEFORE OR AFTER THE SERMON. 

Uci for the fourth Sunday after the EpManyt and the Litany, 

* O GOD, who knowcft us to be fct in the midft of fo many 
I great dangers, that, by-reafon of the frailtv of our nature, wc 
inot always (land upright ; Grant to us fuch ftrength and protec- 
1, againft the crafts and affaults of the Devil,— as may fupport us^ 
all dangers, carry us through all temptations, and, finally, beat* 
vn Satan under our feet, tnrough Jelus Chrift our Lord (*' 



The Devices of Satan. 

SERMON I. 



2 Corinthians ii. it. 

I Satan Jhould get an advantage of us: for we are not ign6^ 

rant of his devices^ 

'T is not my intention to enter into a con* 
sideration of the particiiter circumstance 
lich gave rise to these words ; wishing rather 
treat them in a general view, — as leading to 
itruction more profitable to us all. 
We find, then, in the Sacred Scriptures, two 
ents repres^ented as exercising their opposite 
minion over the children of men ; the Evil 
irit, and the Holy Spirit of God. 
1. With respect to, the Evil Spirit, we observe 
n described as under the form of a Serpent, 
liicing the innocence of our first parents, — 
IS establishing his power in their breasts, and 

A UxQ^e. 
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those of their itfecessarily corrupt offspring. — 
lliis is too evident in the s:ener??l asccndancv 
of evil over good ; which led an holy and just, 
.though loving God^ to destroy the world which 
he had created. NVe behold him, in the time 
of Job, " going to and fro in the earth, and 
" w^alking up and down in it*;'* assailingwith 
various calamities that holy man, in order to 
withdraw his soul from its steadfast reliance on 
his (Jod. In the time of our Blessed Saviour 
and his Apostles, we perceive Satan, and his 
legions of inferior Spirits, frequently compelled 
by divine power to quit their habitation within 
the afflicted bodies of the sons of men, and even 
to acknow^ledge the superior authority by w:hich 
they were overcome. We observe our Blessed 
Lord assert, that»3^tan had desired to have the 
apostle Peter, " that he might sift him as wheat.'* 
And in that admirable prayer which he has 
commanded to be used by all his disciples, he 
directs us particularly to pray that God would 

•• deliver us from the Wicked Onet." — 

-St. Paul declares, that Satan had hindered him 
from coming to the Thessalonians J for the fur- 
therance of the gospel ; and that his " thorn in 

"the 

♦ Job i. 7. and ii*. c. 
t** Apo tou poonetrou," in the original j briefly tranflated " from 
evil," bccaufc Satan is the author ot all evil, and the being dcli- 
vered from him includes the bcm^ de\iN«td C^om all his works. 
jt I ThifT. ii. iS. 
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** the flesh was a messenger of Satan/' — And, 
indeed, the divine laws revealed to Moses, 
against wizards and persons possessed of fami- 
liar spirits, would be entirely without meaning, 
unless we acknowledge the reality of that de- 
moniacal agency, against which they were di- 
rected. It is not my intention, however, to 
blend together those supernatural gifts which 
Satan appears to have bestowed on some of his 
most loyal subjects, and prime favourites, — 
with that power which he exercise? over all 
wicked men. It is with a view principally to 
this latter, that one Apostle represents him 
going about as a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour*:" And another, as ** the 
spirit that now worketh in the children ot 
" disobedience t:" And another commands us 
to " resist the Devil, and he will flee from us J.*' 
The mode of which resistance, St. Peter, above- 
cited, describes as " steadfastness in the faith ||/* 
St. Paul, indeed, expressly declares, that " we 
wrestle not merely against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
** world, against spiritual wickedness, or 
" xfficked spirits J in high places^;" and therefore 
exhorts Ub to " take the whole spiritual armour 

A 2 "of 
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" of God, that wc mav be able to witlistand in 
** the evil dav ; and havino: df)nc all, or over- 
^•' C07ne ally to stand." Nay, so great is the 
ascendancy which Satan has gained over man- 
kind, that we find him called " the prince of 
'^ the power of the air;" " the prince," and 
even " the (Jod of this v/orld*/' from the very 
numerous train of his servants and worship- 
pers. 

2. With respect to the Holy Spirit, we find 
him represented as striving against the corrup- 
tions of men and the power of Satan, from the 
very beginning of time. A\ e observe God de- 
claring, that " His Spirit should not always 
" strive with man, but merely for an hundred 
" and twenty years longert;" after which, as a 
continuance of life, could be only a continuance 
and an increase of sin and misery, he ** brought 
" in the flood on the world of the ungodly." 
We .are assured, that " prophecy, or religious^ 
instruction^ came not in old time, or at any 
time, by the will of man ; but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
** Ghost J." And, indeed (as a most pious 
author acutely remarks) *' If some display ot 
^' his presence had not attended their every 
^' revelation, might they not have said. Thus 

^* says 

*John xiu 31. xiv. 30. xVi, U. Ifc^V \\. *. *^^»S3^% v 
tGcn. vi. 8- X^^uuV.^v 
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ays my warm imagination, — thus says my 
nrhusiastic brain, — as well as. Thus saith 
lie Lord*.?*' Not, howc\cT, to confound 
;e revelali(ms .with the ordinary influences 
he Holy Spirit, we perceive the first Chris- 
martyr, Stephen, saying to his persecutors, 
"e stiff necked and uncircumciscd in heart 
nd ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost:- 
^s your fathers did, so do yet.*' It was to 
more abundant influences of this IlolySpi- 
that our Blessed Lord, in his htst, discourse, 
cted his followers J, — to console them for 
departure, and fully accomplish all that was 
iting, in that spiritu^il churcii which he came 
^arth to establit^h. Agreeal^Iy to this, the 
' Apostles declare, tliat " Except: a man 
avc the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his ;" 
:ribing Him, according to his various infiu- 
^s, as *^ the Spirit of bondage ||,'* exciting 
fear of God's displeasure : as *' the Spirit 
f supplication^;'* as '* the Spirit of adop- 
onXty* giving a filial confidence iif Qod, 
reconciled Father, through Christ Jesus ; 
conducting into all the glorious liberty Jbf 

A 3 the 



lctclier*$ 5th Letter, on the Spiritual Manifcftation of the Soo 
x). — See his Letters, sd edit, page 364. 

LfUvii. 51. J John xiv. 1^— eq- xV» 26. x>n. 5— 17, 
I Rom. viiL 15 See Heb. ii. 15. 
f'Zcch. xii. 10. Rom. vm. «l^. ^^^ ^i\. i^< 
JJRom. viii, 15, Gi3l* \N * 5» ^'^ -^ 



^1 

-r-i 



n, 



Satan's devices. 



CC 



the children of God. They therefore exhort 
the disciples not to sow to the flesh, but to the 
Spirit ; — to walk after the Spirit ; — to become 
spiritually minded ; — to be **. filled with the 

Spirit ;" — to quench not, to " grieve not the 

Holy Spirit of God, by which they are sealed | 

unto the day of redemption*.'* 
It is presumed, that no Member of the 
Church of England will controvert the above 
doctrine, unless he, at the same time, lose sight 
of his baptismal vow, to " renounce the devil 
" and all his works," manfully fighting against , 
him under Christ's banner; and the several 
prayers offered up, both at his baptism and 
confirmation, for sacred influences of the Holy 
Spirit of God. Such a person, indeed, must be 
equally ignorant or forgetful of the meaning of 
the several prayers, in which he professes to 
join, in our Church Liturgy — That God would 
" deliver us from the crafts and assaults of the 
" Devil, and finally beat down Satan under 
f* otfr feett:** That he would " cleanse the 
•* thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
" his Holy Spirit :J" That he woald ** grant 

us, by the same Spirit, to have a right judg- ' 

mentH 






fjlee Rom. viii. 6, and 13. GaUv. i6j 17, atid 25* vi, %• 
^; , Eph. iv. 30. v.. 8, 1 rhcff. v. 19. 

*. rLiimif?^' J ift CoUc€t in iKe Commuman Service. 

/ Collwt for Whitfunday, andthc lAo\xtlv| %xKi X^'^ebi^ \^ 
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nt in all things :" That " by his holy in- 
ration, we may think those tilings that be 
3d, and by his merciful guiding may pcr- 
m the same * :" That ^* his Holy Spirit 
y in ALL things direct and rule our 
irts tr 

[aving thus established the influence of 
two agents, the Evil Spirit, and the Holy 
of God, as the doctrine of the Scriptures 
>f our Church, — it remains, (1.) to endea- 
to explain some of Satan's temptations, — 
Deing ^* no longer ignorant of his devices, 

may cense to get an advantage of us." % 

which, (2.) we may attempt to pomt out 

the 

llefl for the 5th Sunday after Eaftcr. See alfo that for tht 
\dfy after Trinity. 

left for the 19th Sunday after Trinity. 

The Father to create, (fay our pious Reformers) the Son to 
:m, the Holy Ghott to fanftify and regenerate. Whereof 
aft, the more it is hid from our underflanding, the more it 




ng up good and godly motions in their hearts, which are 
:ahle to the will and commandment of God, fuch as other* 

of their own crooked and perverfe nature, they fliould never 
. ** That which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit:" As who 
!d fay, — Mail, of his nature, is flvftily and carnal, corrupt 
laucht, finful, and d-fobedient to C-od ; without any fpark 
oodMcfs in him; without anv virtuous or godly motion; 

given to evil thoughts. As for the works of the Spirit, 
'uiirs of faith, charitable and godly motioa<:, if he have any. 
I in him, they proceed only of the Holv Ghofl, who is the 

worker of our fanfiilication, and maketh us new men in 

H.mtlvfor Whitjunday, Part I.,Edit. \^%V ^'^^f- 
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the manner in which his malicious designs are 
frequently overcome by the Holy Spirit of 
God. 

(1). The principles by which the great spi- 
ritual enemy of mankind too effectually prevail- 
ed with our first parents, seem to have been, 
first, his blinding them to the truth and cer- 
tainty of God's word — *^ Ye shall not surely 
" die, fsaid the Tempter) for God^doth know, 
" that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
" shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
" knowing both good and evil*." The fear 
of God's awful denunciation being lessened or 
removed, he next applied himself to those pas» 
sions and dispositions which he judged most 
favorable to his designs, — leading the woman, 
as " the weaker vessel," to ** see that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree tQ be desired, to make 
*^ one wiset." Thus ** lust, when it had con» 
ceived, brought forth sin i and sin, when it 
was finished, brought forth death J." We 
may. trace, in this too successful temptation, 
the dawning of those three evil principles,— 
" the lust of the flesh j|", or the desire of sen- . 
sual gratification ; " the lust of the eyes," or 
the desire of worldly possessions ; and " the 

<* pride 

^ 1 JoVxu u. \6% 
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• 

<* pride of life,*' or the thirst after distinction 
and importance; as those, by means of which, 
variously modified, and accompanied by a neg- 
lect of God's word, Satan has ever since exer- 
cised his dominion over the fallen race of men. 
If we look through the records of history, sacred 
and profane ; if we direct our eyes to mankind 
around us; if we turn them inwardly into our 
own breasts, and accurately trace the motives 
and springs of our deeds, we shall find one or 
more of these three principles, at the root of' 
every sinful action which has debased mankind. 

And, Oh, how common, 1 had nearly said 

Universal, arc their influence, over a race of 
beings, " shapcn in iniquity, and conceived in 
** sin;J;!" with " hearts deceitful above all 
*^ things, and desperately wicked ||." Such 
principles, in the hands of our subti]^ spiritual 
adversary, cannot but he4oo su^jc^ssful;— and 
it becomes a subject of tJ^r greatest surprise, 
that any persons shoiild be rescued from tlieir 

prevailing influence. ^Tliis the Holy Spirit 

of Ood alone is able to eflTect. So well indeed 
did our spiritual advers^^y know their efficacy, 
by their successful influ(^nce on our first parents^ 
and so many of their descendants, — that we 
observe him assailing with similar temptations 
the second Adam, the Lord of Life and Glory, 

when 
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when nrraycd in his garment of human flesh. 
He was *' tempted every way m like manner 
•* as we are:*' — hut then, lie Was *^ without 
** sin;J;.'* When Satan, ''' the Prince of this 
'* world, cjime/* he had nothmg in him^' — 
he found nothing in his pure and spotless soul, 
which could give him th.e least ascendancy. — 
^^ God had given the Holy Spirit, not by mea- 
'* sure,'* but in infinite abmidance, *^ unto 
*' him ||.'* He was every way proof against 
his repeated attacks ; and, with one of the 
choicest weapons from God's armoury, — "the 
^* sword of the Spirit, w^hich .is the word oi 
^^ Godll,'* he foiled every attempt fcxr his se- 
duction. In vain did the Tempter, after our 
dear Loicrs miraculous fast, when hunger was 
^ulTcrod to afflict him with its acutest pangs, 
uT*^*^ him to " command that the stones should 
'* be mac?** bread.'* Notwithstanding all the 
cravings (;f aniii:.*'^ desire for foodJJ, He who 
came to set a perfect example to his Church, 
would not employ the miraciT^^us power, with 
which he W'as invested, to any purpnsv?5 of self- 
ish gratification, however necessary. — ^^InC 

*^ desire 

X ** Chrift, in the truth* of bur nJif ure, was made like unto us^in 
** all things, fin only except, — fiom • hlch he was clearly void| 
•* both in his flefti and in his fpirit." Article 15. 

B John iii. 34. f Eph. vi. 17. 

tt See the account o£ iWc tcm^^xvoiv^ >A.^\xV.vi» 1^ ^c.-*- 
Lake iv. 1, Ofc. 
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.•* desire of the flesh " was thus wonderfully 
disregraded. The being " good for food, '* 
u^hich had wrought so powerfully on thfe mind 
of Eve, swayed in no degree upon his, even in 
such an extremity, when the will of God ap- 
peared to be against his indulgence. ** It is 
" written, ( said He ) man shall not live by 
" bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
*' ceedcth out of the mouth of God — " The 
" lust of the eyes, " the desire of earthly pos- 
sessions—even of empire, and that univ^ersal, 
operated as little upon him ^— when the wor- 
ship of Satan was the odioUs condition an- 
nexed. He saw indeed " all the kingdoms of 
** the world, with the glory of them : " but he 
&aw without desire, ** It is written, { said he, . 
still keeping close * to the law and to, the 
testimony ' ) Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. " 
What ( said his own perfect example^ as 
well as his heavenly doctrine ) is a man pro- 
" fited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
** lose his own soul ? '* ** The pride of life, *' 
^— The desire of distinction — had just as little 
efFfct on him, " who was meek and lowly in 
heart ,'' — Who ** being the brightness of his 
father's glory, and the express image of his 
person, and ujholding all things by the word 
of his power, for our sake, made himself ot 
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•* no reputation, and took on him the form of 
" a servant, being despised and rejected of 
•* n^^n, not having where to lay his head ! " * 
The treacherous insinuation " if thou be the 
Son of God '* — the artful application of Scrip- 
ture, " He shall give his Angels charge con- 
" cerning thee, to keep thee in all thy waysj 
" and in their hands they shall bear thee up, 
" lest thou dash thy foot against a stone," — 
alike failed of their desired effect, llie Holy 
Jesus suflered his divine Mission to remain 
in doubt, both in the breast of Satan, and of 
the populace of Jerusalem, rather than thus 
cast himself down from the pinnacle of the 
Temple, to satisfy their incredulity. He, who 
afterwards refused ^ a sign from heaven, ' and 
to * descend from the cross,' — would not now 
gratify his deceitful Adversary — by a display 
of divine power — in itself so useless, and so 
vain-glorious in appearance. ** It is written 
" ( said he ) Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
^^ thy God/* Though he had all power given 
to him in heaven and in earth, he would not 
tempt his divine Father by the least unnecessa- 
ry use ot it. He would rather remain unknown, 
rejected, despised j than seem to arrogate to 
himself honours, and thus act in the least de- 
gree of opposition to his Father's perfect will. 

*Heb. i.3. Philip, ii. 7. 1U\. Vvu, ^ l^v^^,^. S^- 
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PART II. 



I HAVE proceeded thus at length into the 
temptations of the first and second Adam ; 
since they may serve to lay open the great 
leading principles of all Satan's devices against . 
ftvery individual of mankind. Animal plea- 
sures, — viTorldly riches and honours, are the 
baits by which he allures far too many to 
:heir destruction. The principles of corrupt 

iesire, implanted in our nature, give his 
temptations but too much power in our breasts. 
He too sucessfully lulls the hearts of many a- 
jleep to the many awful declarations of Al- 
mighty God . Though God hath said " the wa-r 
ges of sin, " of every sin, " is death ; " — Tho* 
He hath declared " He will in no wise clear 
the impenitent guilty ;" * yet Satan still conti- 
nually suggests ^' Ye shall not surely die. '* 
Though the Sacred Scriptures declare that 
" God is of purer eyes than to -behold iniqui- 
ty^ J " without just indignation ; — " a con- 
suming fire t " to all wickedness ; — and that 
" it is a fearful thing to fall into his hands, for 
"♦who can dwell with everlasting burnings ? ||" 

A 2 yet 

♦ Rom. vi. eg. Sec James ii. lo. Gal. lii. lo Exod. ^^« i^ 
l^umb. xiv. j8. t Habak. i. 13. Sec Vt^iVm v. ^. \\:^^>a!L/v* * ^V 
Ueb. xii. ig. J Hcb. k. |i. UaiiVi xxxuu w 
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yet the great enemy of souls will still insinuate 
jlhat he is merciful ; so merciful as not to be 
♦bly, just, of true; thus abusing one of the 
most glorious attributes of God, in order to 
withdraw poor deluded man from his allegi- 
ance. 

Meanwhile, he w^ill continue to bring for- 
ward his three great engines, either jointly or 
separately, as he conceives most effectual. — 
So that the heart be but effectually seduced 
from the eternal Jehovah ; — so that the mind 
continue carnal ; — so that the eyes of the un- 
derjitanding continue blinded, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ should shine into 
thenr ; — so that the wretched beings only con- 
tinue in their natural, unregenerate, unconver- 
ted state ; his end is gained. 

If they thus serve and worship him, they 
may choose what inferior idol they think pro- 
per. They may, with the glutton, make "a 
•* God of their belly : * " Or, with the covet- 
ous make an idol of their gold : J Or, with 
Herod set up, as ** Idols in their heart, *'^ their 
own dignity and grandeur, exulting in the 
blind reverence paid them by an admiring 
multitude. 

If they will not, as he would have them, 

« follow 

♦ AiUp hI tg. t ft Co\. m. s- \ Kcu w* %o Vft. 
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ow all mncleanness with greediness, ^ 
w iniquity with words of vanity, and sin, 
t wercy with a cart rope ; " -^if tHey Witt 
nk the man into a brute,, by running to 
ess of riot" in the commission of th^' 
T vices ; — if they will not gratify him % 
fing and excercising the most wrathful 
T, or the most hateful dispositions ; — if 
vlll not become the pests of Society, the 
res of the earth, by their ambition, ava- 
Dr sensuality, spreading distress and mi- 
iround them, and heaping tenfold addi- 
misery and condemnation on their own 
; he will condescend to compromise the 
- with them. Let them but keep their 
true to him, and estranged from God, 
e will allow them to be, to all outward 
ranee, good moral characters, worthy 
;eful members of Society, affectionate to 
^amilies, indulgent to their dependents, 
, courteous, and humane^ in all their 
:tJons with mankind : They may like 
, ^ do many things '' apparently for God,;f 
le will permit them to be patterns of re- 
y at the Church, and at the Sacramepts, 
lly and even at private .prayer, liight and 
ig ; he will suffer them sometimes even 
1 the Scriptures, and study them by the 

B 3. help 

'^ ■ % Mvk vw «o. 
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help of the most learned commentaries, so that 
they shall be able to argaeT)n the word of God 
with great learning and acuteness ; being in 
the eyes of the deluded many, the very models 
of divine Science, as well as of moral virtues. 
Yet " the strong man armed will still keep the 
** house, and all his goods will be at peace. X' 
They may go to the very extremity of their 
chain, but not an inch further. Satan well 
knows that they are still " taken captive hj 
" him at his will, ^" still occupied in his ser- 
vice, still his children, — not the children of 
God : the children of this world, — not the 
Children of light : subjects of the kingdom of 
darkness, — not the kingdom of God's dear 
Son : and when they have enjoyed their full 
reward in the tribute of applause showered 
down upon them by the men of the age in 
which they live, and if their situations should 
have been of a public nature, h^ve bad their 
names handed down with wonder and admira- 
tion to posterity ; He will seize their souls to 
pay them the wag^s which they justly merit ; 
for ' the wages of sin is death : * eternal, spirit* 
ual death, — separation from God, the great 
source and author of all spiritual life, and 
peace, and joy, for ever and ever. 

" Yes, the wicked shall be cast into hell, 

« and 
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«* and all the oations, " tHough th#re be wholft 
nations of rhem, " that forget Gfed. " What- 
ever may be their " forms of godliness, " how- 
ever infinitely varied, if they remain destitute 
of its " power ;" — if they " have not the fear 
*• of God before their eyes, " and his love in 
their hearts, whatever their other attainments, 
they will be considered by Him, as " sounding 
" brass, and a tinkling cymbal ; '* — as white- 
ned Sepulchres, outwardly pleasing 10 behold, 
but within full of all uncleanness ; — the natu- 
ral man, the old Adam being still unsubdued ; 
the carnal mind which is enmity against God, 
still flourishing in its full vigour ; — having no 
true repentance, without which not a single 
sin can ever be blotted out ; — no living faith, 
without which it is impossible to please. God ; 
•-- no holiness of heart, the only root of re^ 
holiness of lite ; and without which no man 
shall or can see the. Lord, f 



APPLICATION. 

. Let us then, nry Brethren, be careful t^ 
guard against ** Sntan's devices, " since there 
are such various and deceitful ways in which 
he rn^v " get an advantage of us. *' Let us 
earnestly beseech our gracious and merciful 
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High Priest, who can be touched with our infir- 
mities ; who, having been tempted himself, 
knows how to succour them that are 
tempted. Let us continually apply for the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom alone cometh 
our help. 

How this arises, together with a more par* 
ticular description of the wiles of Satan, in 
their several stages, to frustrate his benevolent 
designs in our Salvation, I shall hope to be 
enabled to point out in my next discourse. 

Let us, in the mean time, ask our own hearts, 
how far we are individually under the power 
of Satan's devices ? Suffer me to assist you in 
the enquiry. Are you living in the practice 
of any known sin ? Are you living in hatred 
or malice with any of your brethren of man- 
kind ? If so, we have the word of God for it, 
" you are of your father the Devil ; for the 
" lusts of your father you do. X " " In this 
" the children of God are manifest, and the 
" children of the Devil. He that doeth not 
" righteousness, but committeth sin, is of the 
** Devil ; also he that loveth not his brother.^" 
Are you addicted to lying, to any fraud, tfea- 
chery or deceptions ? " He was a liar frpm 
the beginning, and the father of lies. || " Arc 
you under the power of *' the lust of the flesh, 

the 
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the lust of the eyes, or the ptide of life ? 
These, you have seen, are Satan's chief in- 
rum':'nts for your destruction, and while un- 
^r their dominion, you are in " the snal^ of 
the Devil, taken captive by himat h's will." 
he spirit that worketh in all the children of 
sobedience, worketh also in you. " His ser- 
vants ye are, whom ye obey. \ " 
O my dear friends, think of the dreadful 
Lture of your situation ! However well man- 
nd may speak of you ; however well you 
ink of yourselves ; ( nay, your thinking welj 
' yourselves, is one of your very worst syittp- 
ms ) you are at this moment, subjects, wor- 
ippers, children of Satan. Your bodies in- 
sad of being " temples of the Holy Ghost, *' 
e temples of the Devil. It is he that work* 
h in you " both to will and to do of his 
wicked pleasure." 

You are performing his lusts. You are as- 
Jting him in the damnation of your own souls, 
ou are fighting under his banner, against 
od, and Christ, and Holy Angels, and all 
irist's faithful Disciples. You are occasion- 
g sorrow in heaven, joy and rapture in hell, 
be spirits of darkness are even now dwelling 
ith delight on the exquisite torments which 
ey hope to see you undergo for ever and 

ever, 

t Rom, G — \^ 
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ever ; on the addittion of misery, which your 
unhappy souls will occaMon in their infernal 
kingdom. You are in their snare, taken cap- 
tive at their wmII. Oh ! wretched men, who 
shall deliver you ? There is but one who can 
deliver you. The Son of God was manifested 
for this very cause, that he might destroy the. 
works of the Devil ; that he might set at liber- 
ty his wretched captives ; — might conduct 
them into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. 

" The strong man armed, keepelh his house 
•* jvithin your soul, and his goods are in peaccj 
" but God in Christ, is stronger than he ; can 
take away his armour wherem he trusted, 
and spoil his goods. J " Have you then fled 
to Christ for refuge ? Have you gone to him 
weary and heavy laden, and found rest to 
your soul ? " Have you beheld " the glory 
of God, in the face of Jesus Christ ? ? " 
Do you know any thing of " Christ in you the 
hope of glory ? " This is the great " mys- 
ter) of the gospel. || " Christ has been ma- 
nifested to the world ; but, has he been mani- 
fested to your soul ? JJ Without this you can 
have " neither part nor lot " in his salvation. 

Alas ! 

X Luke XI. %i &c. I 2 Cor. iv. S, | Col. i. 17. 

tt See John xiv* si to ft%, E^^Vi. ^—17. * C«i. \— %.%., 
M Tim, i-^J4, 
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Alas ! you know "notliing of all this. Your 
case then is plain. Satan, " the God of this 
" world, hath blinded your mind, with those 
" of all who believe not, lest the light of the 
*' glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image 
"of God, should shine into them, that you 
" might be saved. J" You are, with the whole 
of theunbelieving world, lying with the wick- 
ed one, II in the very arms, under the entire 
power of Satan. All your outward decency of 
conduct, if you have observed such, cannot 
save you from the dreadful, eternal portion of 
Unbelievers. * 

Remember, he that believeth not with an 
humble, contrite, loving heart, in Christ, shall 
be damned, t However outwardly moral, he 
shall eternally " perish ; is condemned already; 
** hath the wrath of God abiding on him. JJ" 
There is no exception : there is no further trial; 
no future appeal. All such reject God's of- 
fered mercy in his dear Son ; and will therefore 
be most justly condemned to the " everlasting 
" fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels ; 
" the worm that dieth not ; the fire that is 
" not quenched. " 

Your 



J 2 Cor. i%..4 I i^Johnv. 19. This is the true tranflation 
of **cp too jponceroo.** * Luke. xu. ^6. \ \A.^\V Y:sf\. \^^ v^« 
XX John iii. 15, 16, l^, wid ^^, 
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Your outward profession of Religion will 
procure you no better portion than your out- 
ward morality. The form of godliness, with- 
out the power, can never save your souls, llie 
eternal portion of hypocrites, is at least equally 
dreadful with that of ui. believers. * The Y^vf 
name of hypocrite is odious, even among men; 
how much more so to a God of infinite truth, 
requiring truth in our inward parts, and who 
can be worshipped only in spirit, and in truth! J 
You have " drawn near to God with vour 
** mouths, and honoured him with your lips ; 
•* but your hearts have been far from him. H " 

This is the very Scripture representation of 
formalism, and hypocrisy. Do not your own 
** hearts condemn you " ? If so, remember, 
*' God is greater than your hearts, .and kriow* 
•* eih all things ; || *' And your very prayers, 
like those of all the wicked, (and all such who 
pretend to pray must be hypocrites, ) " are an 
" abomination unto the Lord.'^J^! 

Oh I flee then from the wrath to come, from 
the *' consuming fire " of God*s displeasure. 
" Resist the Devil, and I e will flee from you. 
** Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 

" you. 

• Mat. XXIV. 51. J Pfalin li. 6. John iv, 13, 14* 

1 Math. XV. 8. I 1 John iii. zg. 

- XX ProT. XV. 8. — *^x. %6. ^ ^XN\. ^» — itxv, %i> 

Sec L\ik.e xV\. i^* 
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." You may dill " have acccfs, through 
ift, by his Spirit, unto the Father ♦." Chrift 
le way, the truth, and the hie. No man 
leth unto the Father, but by him." It is his 
, received into your heart, powerfully im- 
1 there by his Holy Spirit, which mult "turn 

from darknefs unto light, and from the 
^er of Saun unto God t. ' Flee then froia 
Guard againft his devices. Be recon- 
:o God. " Ceafe to do evil : learn to do 
1." And, from firit to lafl, look to Chrift 
, for light, for grace, for ftrengih. *• Be 
ng in the Lord, and in the power of his 
,ht. Put on the whole armour of God, that 
I may be able to (land againlt the wiles of the 
il +." And, may Almighty God pardon 
ccept you, comfort, ftrengthen, and fupport 

preferve you '' faithful unto death, and 
illy give you a crown of everlalting life," for 
ke of his dear Son Jefus Chrift, our Lord I 
a! 

bp. ii. i8. + Afb xxvi" x8. J Ehp. vi lo, x% 
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PRAYER BEfOPE OR AFTER THE SERMON. 

The Fourth ColUEt. in the Advents The LordTs Praytr^ Qu 

O Lor J, raifcup, we pny thiee, thy power, andctmc 
among us., ^nd with great might fuccour us; 
that, whereasj through our fins and wickccU 
neii, we are fore let ^nd hindered, in running 
the race that is fet befor« us, thy bountiful gncc 
and mercy may Ipeedilv help arid deliver us, ^' De- 
liver us'* efpecially, O Lord God,** from the wicked 
one,^' and his numerous and deflruftive temptations 
and devices, that he finally get not an advantage of 
us to the eternal ruin of our loals! This we humbly 
entreat, throigh the fatisfadion of thy Son, Jeius 
Chriil our Lord] 
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SERMON II. 

ON 

2 Cor. ii. ii. 

Ltjt Satan Jkouli get an advantagre of us : for we art 
not ignormt of his devices 

IN my former difcourfe. or! this text, I endea- 
voured to eftablifh thcdoflrine of two fpiritual 
agents univerlally influenrjng the children of men, 
the evil fpirit. and the H( ly Spirit of God. This 
I attempted to (hew to be eq laHy the doftrineof 
our Church, as of the facred fcriptures. After 
ivhich I procieeded fo \>mni out briefly the nature 
of Satan s ^device^ to eaildve and ruin mankind* 
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This I did, by confideringhis temptations brought 
forward too fucce^^faIly againfl our firft parents, 
and afterwards urged in vain againd the incarnate 
God. And, I conchided, by confidcring, in a 
general view, how infinitely varied thcfc tempta- 
tions may be,, and how artfully Satan too fre- 
quently deludes mankind, under the appearance 
of what is good and amiable ; ftill keeping them 
from a true knowledge of God and of ihemfclvcs, 
of their danger and their remedy ; « wiiat they 
*• arc, and wl^t they muft be,'' and how they muf't 
be fo. I might have enlarged greatly on this part 
of my fubject. But time mull nxefiTdrily fail, 
and indeed, who is falhcient to (hew the vaft va- 
riety of Vv ays in which the " God of this world . 
'^ blinds the eves of them that believe not, left 
" the glorious gofpcl of Chrifl:, who is the 
'• image of God, fliould fliine unto them ?" Who 
can point out the. namerous devices, by me*ans of 
which they are prevented " taming from dnrknefs 
" unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
" Gol?* Devices fo adinirably fuited to their 
difpofitions, their tempers, their rank, their fitua- 
tion, their connexions, their particular mo le or 
kibits of life. Still lefs can any one point out 
the various rcnned " forms of goilinefs,*' with- 
out the i)ower by which mankind arc de- 
luded; the zeal f>r names and ceremonies, and 
all the outward circum'lantials of religion : the 
defire of prof.dyting others : the many conteds 
for opinions and doclrines ; and even for thofe 
which arc according to the real power of godli- 

C \^^* 
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ncfs. Yes, my friends, it is to be feared, that far 
too many will zealoufly contend for the doclrines 
oigrace^ while thcmfclves have never truly felt its 
influence; that of con^viclion of fin, while their 
own hearts continue unconvinced ; of j unifica- 
tion by faith, while ihemfdyes remain unpardoned 
in unbelief ; of our being born again of God's blef- 
fcd Spirit, converted, renewed, created a new in 
Chrill Jelus, while themfelves continue unrcge- 
netatc, unconverted, unrenewed, without any vital 
union with Chrift, by the participation of the 
powerful influences of the Holy Ghofh " All 
*• carnal profefTors (obferves a late moft pious 
" author *) all ^ foplifli virgins,' by converfing; 
*^ with true Chriflians, hearing gofpel-fcrmons, 
*• and reading evangelical books, attain to the 
•• hiftorical and dofclrinal knowledge of Jefus 
*'• Chrift, Their underftandings are informed; 
^^ but, tilas ! their hearts are unchanged. Acquaint- 
<• ed with the letter, they continue ignorant of the 
*^ Spirit. Boafting perhaps of the greatnefs of 
" Chrift's falvation, they remain altogether un- 
*• faved : and fall of talk of what he hath done for 
** them, they know nothing of ^ Chrift in them, 
^' the hope of glory/' God grant, ray brethren, 
that none of you may remain in this moft dange- 
rous ftate ; of which, as in the prefemce of God, 
I now warn you, wtU knowing that, with the dif- 
courfes which you hear, and the other means of 

^ inftruftioa 

* Fletcher's fecond letter on the fpiritual manifeftation 
of the Son of God* See li\s VtUerSi^dit, *i. ^a^€ 270. 
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fnftruQion which you enjoy, ihefe are fome of the 
'moft dangerous fhoals and quickfands which Sa- 
tan will caft in your way, that your veffel may be 
tufhing on deftruftion, ^ while you flatter yoiir- 
felves that you arejailiffg^ecurely into the harbour 
of eternal reft. y.;^^^-^^-^ 

But let me now*'cndeavour to point out, las t 
•J>rojyofed in my lafttdifcourfe, 
2. In what w^ay Satan's malicious defigns are often 
fruftrated by the Holy Spirit of God. This alfp 
is a fubjeft fo extcnhve and vaHous, that dnty a 
tew general outlines of it can be attempted in 
this difcourfe. 

I. Let us fiippdfe " the Rrong man "Armed^ 
« keiepitig Ws houfe," in fome of the ways above- 
noticed, with " all his goods at peace :*' the de* 
Ittded captive equally ignorant of his flavcry )and 
his danger. Tiie Holy Spirit of God, though iii 
reality far, very far, ftronger than the tempter, 
hath long been ftrivinsf againft his deftruQive de- 
vices, but in vain. The willing fubjcft, ^' har- 
*' dencd through the deceitfulnefs of fin,*' or " an 
** evil heart of unbelief V f^^fu fes to caft off fub* 
jeftion to his tyrant, 6x even to open his eyes to 
behold the chaifis by which he is enflaved. Yet, 
*' greater is he that is for us than he that is againft 
^' us," and thoue^h many fo far love darknefs 
" rather than light, bccaufe their deeds arc evil," 
and will " not come to the light, left their deeds 
^^ fhould be reproved ;*' yet, with many others, he 
has at length, fo far prevailed againft the malici- 

C 2 Qua 

♦JF/cb. id, if\, ?z 12, 
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oils Acnd, as to *• take away'* fome of " the ar- 
" IK our wherein hctrufted,'' and to begin to'' fpcal 
liis goods.'' He has brought home with powciful 
convi' lions to the heart, the holy, extcnlive, fpi- 
ri.ual law C/f (^od, by which " is die knowledge 
*• of (in *." The linncr was* alive without this 
experimental l:nowlcdge of the law, once, but now 
that the cor/iuuindment conges widi this homeap- 
}-li'. -tion to liis coufci^Mice, he at length dicst; 
he l\:c.\s ill iMmlclf the condemnation of death; 
liis i;ns which appeared before all '• little ones," 
]ui:r.Ln fiaihie:, iniperfe8ions incident to the very 
bed deeds of die bed of men like himfelf, become 
now, in bis eyes, great and enormous,^ aggravated * 
beyond meaiuie by his obftinate perfiftence in fin, 
and his repeated rejefclions of divine grace, ^nd of 
many moll loving and awful calls to repentance, 
of w» ich he now, for the firft dme, becomes truly 
fenlible. His life appears one conH^int facccflion 
of kindncfs and mercy on God's part, of in:^raii- 
tude and rebellion on his owmi; and he isaflonifti- 
cd at the long-fufflring of God, in having fo Ion;? 
borne wiih him, in having given him another call 
to repentance, in not haviiig uttered the drcadlul 
Sentence long ago, " Cut it down : why cumbcr- 
•'^ eth it the ground? cafl ye the unprofitable," the 
rebellious, the ungrateful, the unbclieviu;:;, the 
impeniicnt fervant, " into utter darknefs, inr>ic!ft 
*^ weeping and gnafliing of tccdi.'* Surely Cod 
will never pardon fuch a linncr as I am, is tlcn 

the 

* Sec John xvi. 8, <^ g. Rom. v:i. 7. i [, ^c^ 
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ttic l?in':;uagc oF his heart. True, he is infinitely • 
*^ood anl merciful; "he who hath j.;ivcn his owa 
" Son to die for our fins, will, with him, freely 
^^ ^ivc us all things." But, how can I fuppole 
that he will ever give his Son to me; that he. will 
ever give m^ an intereft by fai:h in his fufF^rin'^s, 
He never will, he never can degrade.* his juftice 
in this manner. He will b glorified in my de* 
ftrudioii, not in my fiilvalion; and I fhall beheld 
out ai a dreadful monument oF divine wrath, to 
men an 1 angels, throughout all eternity. 

1 am very far from meaning to reprefent, that 
conviflions of fin cxift to this extc^nt in cdl ; or 
in iecd, that any part of the picture which I am 
drawing will apply univerfally. It may be pour* 
trayed occafionally in ftron^ charafclers, that the 
devices of Satan may appr^ar the more evident. 
When, therefore, the great enemy of fouis perceives 
hia former wilhng fubjett in fuch a flate as this; if 
he find all his fuggeflioni prove in vain, that thefe 
convidions may be idl deluiion; that he is not, irt 
reality, worfe than many others; that Gcxl will 
n vcr puoifh fo many as they are in the fame 
ftate with liimfelf ; and that he may hope to pafs 
in faf.ty among the multitulc; if his adverfary 
cannot prevail, by thus fa\ing, /^ peace, peace, 
^' when there is no peace;" if a deaf car be alfo 
tu'-ned againfl his infinuations of the many good 
^vorks by which his ims may be covered, fo that 
God, for the merit of thefe will* overlook them; 
If Jill his forn>er righteoufnefs appear now as fo 
many filthy rags, incapable of Ihcltcriu^^^vixsv^ci^ 
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an iii^nrr. from ihc ftorins orGod\sjuft anger. If 
he p.Tceivc ihiit, lil:c the wictclicd tatters ol the 
retiHiiiii:; prodigal, they mull be all caft oil, uiJ 
an ciuircly (Vclh robe provided, or he never can 
be fit to appear before lus heavenly Fa;l.er; if 
th." feather of lie.- cannot, by Lny oF ihefe means, 
** h.^al fii^hdy the woundi^,*' \vh:ch the Holy Spirit 
oi' Ood, with his own powerful ^fword the \icto- 
rioiis word, has maJe in the linner s conI"c:Ciicc; 
here he lliili> his ground ; he no longer {peaks cc- 
lufive comfo/t fiom what lias been done, but will 
iet the leturninj; hnner on doini^ a frelh : yet, her 
will, if ])o!lible, d^'ludc him into doin;; it u\ Us 
OAhi flren mH. He will ur^e to him, that thoui^h 
without Chrifl hi> molt ri,i;hteoas atts, " when 
*^ wtijrd in the balance of the fantluary, mu!t be 
'^ founi wa!iiin]f ;'' vet. if lie can contrive to lake 
the racrit.^ aii.i fulfe'in^ji of Chrifl alio into the ac- 
count, they may Lei/? to procure hii pardon. 
T'r.is is frequ'irly to.) pleafin^ to th.c reinain.s cf 
pride to be h^lh.y fuiiVred to pafs by. To woik 
then the retv.rnin^- finr.cr goes, thi;t he may fu[:ply 
W'l at is wanii.ij; in Chrift's all-fuflicient lacrihce, 
for his atonemvnt and pardon ; that he may add 
fomethiuTof Iih c:cn (vain mortal!) to Chrids 
ail-iK-ruct i\T rir-, for his acceptance widi God. Or, 
}/jr*^'ap> lie deUile.^ himfelf with the idea, that he is 
miJK.n^ Kimielf Uiore fit and wordiy to come to 
C;hrid, ^li.d m •• .^ifv; at lalt to tru(t to him, ancf 
]:i.n a'o-i\ A'ler Ion';; toiii?i<T, he perhaps finds 
thi^ m dt b:^ ia v;iin, and either ^ives up the pur- 
luit of Idlvation altogether^ dejetted cind defpair- 



SATAN S DEVIGT.S.- gl 

ing ; or, enli.^htened by Gocr.s Holy Spirit, be- 
J[»i:i3 to fee, thai ho ha:> begun t-^c v.(;i"k in a wrong 
placj, Livi that C'liill iiiull be ihc ''* foir.idaiioii' 
as \vcii as •"' the corner Uonc," and '• top floiie''" 
if h-^ will bvAwi ''•'^'» fpiiitiial b.iildii:;]^ to liw jxiIVc- 
tiox'}. All tiie o;ol(L as well as t!ic hav and llubble 
wivirii lie has bvcn lon;^ b'lildin:^ on another foun- 
dati'.)!}. mu'Vall bt^ pulled down; the foundation 
iifeif \ivji[\ be rooted up. Oh, this is a lainful 
conviction. What! rjuit the Phaiifcc have no- 
thiu;:^ TO placid ? iMuO: his alms, Ims tithes, and 
,even liis prayers, and repentance, all be ^iven up 
in th-' view oF liis acceptance widi God ? Muft 
'^' God b • Hi^rciful to n)e a finner," be all he has 
to pi. ad ? !Iere, in iced, corrupt nature aided by 
Saca!i will of\en ton:^ make a ftruggle. Kut,. 
the conviction of this truth WM()Ui>ht by God's 
Holv Spirit bjcomesat len.^th too i)ow'erful to be 
relided. The tinner's proud rebellious heart 
muil admit this, or give up all. His unforgivea 
fins (till prcfs him fore; he is caft out of every 
refuGje of lies : he yields; he acknowledges that iri- 
himlMf there is no good thing, no help, no ground 
of confidence whatever. His foul is brought loWy 
even to the dud:. He becomes like ^^a child ; \ea, 
*' his foul is even as a weaned child." 

When thi.^ arifes, Satan, ever on the w?;tch, 
3:7;;in cn;in^e'; his affaults. To attempt to infpirc 
frtlfe confidence, at fuch a time as this, he kriows 
W)ildb! in vain; bu he (liil thinks it pollible he 
imv fucce^d, if he can b'U increafe di'lrefs, and 
?^^>;rav4te dcfpair, " Ufibelief is now his great 
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and powerful engine. As " there will be 
'* time enough yet," was once the traitors lan- 
guage, fo now he would inlinuate, " the time is 
*• pad. The day of grace is no more: The 
'* day of lecompence and juft vengeance is arriv- 
'' cd. By your obftinatc refiftance of divine ' 
'• ^race,(faith he) you have incurred the unpardon- 
'' able lin, the lin againft the Holy Ghoft, which 
^' ii.vcr lliall be lorgivcn, neither in this life, nor 
*' in the lite to come.** And, it is to be feared, 
thai fome poor wretched fmners have, " through 
^' unbelief of God's word, and a neglefcl of the 
influences of his Holy Spirit, even funk under, 
thi6 dclufion. Though the language of Chiift is^ 
** Him that comcih to me, I will in no wife caft 
*' out. "Behold, I (land at the door o/^'oz/r hearty 
'• and knock ; if any man hear my voice,, and 
'^ open the door, I will come in, and firp with him^ 
", and he with me*." "Come unto me^ ^j11 ye that 
" labour, and are heavy ladtn, and I will give you 
^' reft." " Afk, and ye fhall have, feek and ye fhall 
*' find ; knock, and it fhall be opened unto you." 
Ani, blcded be God, his Holy Spirit has re- 
fcued many fnmi fuch a flateas ihisj He has 
given them, to tafle that the Lord is gracious, to 
feel the fweet drawings of the Fathers love, and 
has thus led them to " follow on to know the 

" Lord,** and to behold " the glory of Cod,'* 

a longfuffcring, pardoning God, "in the fice of 
^f Jefus Chrifl.'* He, who gave convifciion of 
fin, a.ad of an evil heart of unbelief, now points 
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>ut to the afRifled loul that " with the Lord there 
' is mercy, and with him is plenteous rcdcmp- 
' lion ; that "his hand is not fhortened that it 
^ cannot^'' nor hisbreaft locked up that he will not 
' lave." He who laid open- the finner's heart to 
us view, as utterly devoid of any righteoufnefs 
3f his own, now gives him to fee the righteoufnefs 
3f Chrill, THE Lord our Righteousness, 
A^ho hath " made reconciliation for iniquity, 
•' and brought in cverlafting righteoufnefs >" of him 
A'ho '' his ow^n felf bore our l:ns in his own body 
•' on the tree ;'' even " the righteoufnefs of God," 
A' " God manifeft in the flefh," and which may 
Dccome ours " by faith *." He beholds " him^ 
•• who knew no hn, yet becoming a fm-olTering 
'• for us, that w^e might be made the righteoufnefs 
'*' of God in him t." He longs to be partaker, by 
an union with Chrift, of that righteoufnefs, that 
perrcd performance of the whole pure and Ipiritu- 
A law of God, by the deec^s of which no mere man 
can ever bcjuniiied.; oftha.t " ])erfcti redemption, 
»• I)ropiiiation.and fatisfaclion, which Chrift made, 
^* wl>x*n fufpended on the crofs, for all the fins of 
^' the whole world J ;" " the jull fuffering for the 
•' unjuil f." This is wliat his foul longs after. He 
" know\s that he muH be " favcd by grace, through 
" faith," or not at all. .He owes ten thoufand ta- 
lents, 

* Sse Jcr. NNiii. 6. yxxiii. i6. Dan. ir. 2^. i Pet. 
ii.24. Rom.iii. ci. S^c 22. iv. 13. x.3 & 10. Philip. 
itl. 9. 1 Cov, i. 30, + 2 Cor. v. 21. 

ij: Artich;3i. Ser 2 Cor. v. 1-4. FvOm.v. I2vt0 20» 
^ i : Pet. iii. 18, 
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lcnt5, and has nothing to pay ; therefore God, fbl^ 
Chrift's fake, muft freely forgive the whole, or he 
is loft, ruined, and undone for ever. The Holy 
Spirit gives him to fee, that this feith Vhich he feds 
muft be *' the gift of God," his " operation*" in 
the foul, and that he coukLasfoon remove moun- 
tains, as produce it in himlelf, without " God 
•' working in him both to will and to do t :" 
Chrift is both its *' author and finifher J;** his 
Holy Spirit its great exciter and promoter. The 
fame Holy Spirit, \vho inwardly convinced him of 
fin, and efpecially of the great, the damning fin of 
unbelief, muft now inwardly convince him of tbt 
all-fufficient righteoufnefs of Chrift; itiuft ex- 
cite in his breaft a firm truft, an affured confidence 
in the fuffering Lamb of God, for pardon and 
acceptance. He muft fay to his troubled foul, 
« Peace be ftill." He muft internally and expe- 
rimemall y convince him of the judgment, the heavy 
condemnation pafTcd upon the prince of this 
world, of the ferpent's head briiifed, the power, 
the temptations, the corruptions, of the wicked 
one dcftroycd within his heart {. He muft fhed 
abroed in his breaft, " the peace of God which 
*« pafTcth all undcrftanding,' the love of God to 
melt his frozen heart into a return of gratitude 
and affefcHon, w^ith all " thofc good things, which 
^' eye hath not fecn, nor ear heard, neither have 
" entered into the heart of man, which God 

• '' hath 

♦ Kph. ii.8. Col. ii; i^: + Phil. ii. 13. J Hcb. xii. 2> 
^ See the three Serrrons on the *' Couvi^ions wrought 
''by the Holy Choft/' 
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» hath prepared for them that love him ; and 
'which he reveals to them by his Spirit; that 
' Spirit which fearcheth alL things, yea, even the 
' deep things of God :" For, as " the things of a 
^ man knoweth no one fave the fpirit of man 
' that is in him, even (b the things of God know- 
' elh no man, but the Spirit of God *." 



APPLICATION. 

Rcferving w^hat we have farther to bring forward 
>ntliis important fubjcQ, for our next difcouifc, let 
js endeavour to apply what has been already faid 
:o our own hearts. My dear friends, it will fig- 
nify nothing our being acquainted with thcfe fub- 
jefts, unlefs we try and examine the ftaie of our 
own fouls by them, and endeavour, through divine 
grace, to fupply whatever we fee wanting. Afk 
yourfelvcs, then, my brethren, whether the fcales 
have ever yet been removed from your eyes, fo that 
you have feen yourfelves guilty condemned finners, 
without the lead hope of fafety. Has " the re- 
*' memberance of your lins been really grievous 
•« unto you, the burthen of them intolerable ?* 
Have you been truly fenfible that " there is no 
«' fpiritual health in you ?" and have you, with 
your heart as well as your lips, called on God 
for mercy, through Jefus Chrift, as becomes *' mi- 

** ferable 

* 1 Cor. ii. 9, to 12; Sec Ifa. Ixiv. 4, 
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« fa-ablc finnv-^rs *," without his aid, in contiiiual 
d.in T-r of pcriIhin:T cvcdailin:::;!)' ? Have you really 
c ilyourrdves for mercy at the foot of his crofs? 
Have yon profhatecl vour whole heart an:Hbulin 
(l.j very (iu-l: before him ? Oh, do not deceive 
you:felve;> in t!.is paniealar. I know, 

'^ They jefl at fears, wlio never felt a wound." 

And in n oilunc; more than in fpiritual concerns. 
Daily' do we o!")rerve the tr.uh of that awful dc- 
cJar:ui:)n : " The nitnral man receivcth not the 
'• tl)in,;s of die Spiri: of God: for they are foolifli- 
"n;f> lint:) him; n. iiher cm he know them, bc- 
*' ca'-iGj they are fpiriiuaily diiccrncd t." Wm 
-manv doth «^' the God of this world thus blind to 
'• the thin^js which make for their peace !'* ^- Awake, 
'^ oh awake, ye that iie^ p ; arilc from the dead; 
'' and Chrill: Ihall give you li^^ht/' Yc are on the 
very brink of » precipice. Yc are fleeping the 
deep of death, of fpirjtual death to your fouls. 
Do not ridicule what ye do not underftand. Do 
not ridicule thofe awful warnings of the Holy 
Spirit of (iod, which, if you neglett them, will be 
fpecdily fulfilled on yourlelvcs. But, there arc 
foinc of you who are willing to take* the facred 
fcriptures as your guide in divine truth ; who are 
willing to learn the ways of God from God's own 
word, whofe eyes have been in fome meafure 

opened 

* Sec tlic general confe'fTion at Morning and Evening 
prayer, and in the Communion Service, 

"V 1 Cor,'u. i\% 
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Opened to difcern {piritu^ things. Ta you £ 
turn. You have feen plainly, I truft, as fat 
as we have hitherto proceeded on the fubjeft, 
how Satan cxercifes and preferves his power in our 
fouls; and how the Spirit of God fruftratcs his 
Aideavours. Afk yourfelves then, how far the 
work of the latter has taken place in your fouL 
Has he truly and feelingly convinced you of fin ? 
Has he convinced you of an " heart deceitful 
«' above all things,^^ and defperately wicked;" of 
" an evil heart of unbelief?" Such is the heart of 
every man by nature ; and not truly te know it, 
and feel it, is our greateft danger. Have* you 
known and felt this ? If notj you have the very 
firft IcfTon in true fpiritual religion yet to learn. 
You cannot have truly " learned Chrift," without 
having previoufly feen your great, your abfolute 
need of him. But, there are fome among you, who 
have received thefe true conviftions of a finful and' 
loft eftate, who have become « poor in fpirit,** 
'* bumble and contrite in heart ; have trembled at 
« God's word." God be praifed for this his in- 
cftiraable gift ! But, let me afk you ? Have thefe 
coQvidions produced their defired efFeft? Havfe 
you not healed your fpiritual wounds flightly? 
Have you not faid. " Peace, peace to your fouls, 
'« when there was no peace ?" Has the law, in 
your heart, led the way to the gofpel ? " Chrift is 
" the end of the law for righteoufnefs to all who 
"believe." Have you' not been like thofeper- 
fons defcribed in the Pilgrim s Progrefs, who got 
out of '^ the flough of defpond" on the fame fide 

D 
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if- 

f 

. AS they entered in ? Have you not been repami^ 
• your old fhattered ruined building " with' untem- 
*^ pered mortar," inftead of pulling it down, and be- 
ginning to build afrefli; and laying your foundation 
no longer on fand ; but on a rock, even on Chrift, 
the rock of ages ? Do your hearts repofe* in full 
confidence on him ? Is he your "all in all ?" How- 
ever finful, however " weary and heavy laden," 
however weak, yet is Chrift your righteoufnefs, 
vour reft, and ftrength ? Do your hearts acknow- 
ledge him alfo as your «' paflbver, the pro- 
'.' pitiation for your fins ; your way, your 
*< truth, your life; your Advocate widi the 
*« Father; your Counfellor; the .great Captain 
" and the horn of your falvation ; your help, 
** your Redeemer ; your prophet, prieft, and 
" king; your bread of life, and living water; the 
** fame yefterday, to-day, and for evef*f" Thus 
the fcriptures reprefent him, and thus not your 
lips X)nly, but your hearts muft acknowledge him, 
if you will be faved by his blood, He is '* the 
' '^ head over all things to all. the true members of 
" his church t." If this be your happy experience, 
** you muft ** have joy and peace in believing/' 
Though " in the world you may have tribulation, 
** yet in Chrift you have peace, even the peace of 

* «Ood 

* See 1 Johnii. i. John vi. 48, &51* Jofli. v. J4, 

,Hcb. ii. 10. Ifa, ix. 6. Heb. xii. 2. Pfalm xxxiii. 20* 

xl. 17: xviii. 2. John xiv, 6. 1 C^r. v. 7. ASaiii. 

15. & 2s: V.31. Luke iv. ^4. Ifa. lix: 20. Ix. i£« 

Jphn vi. 48, & 51. Canticles iv. 15. Heb; xiii. 8, 

t Eph. i. 22. iv, 15. Co\»\,S* 
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«* do/ that pafleth under ft andipg." Surely yon 
have great caufefor comfort, fmce^' all things arc 
^' yours, whed^er the world, or life, or death, or 
« things preftnt, or things to come ; all are 
" yours : for ye are Chrifl's, and Chrift is 
<^ God's *.'• Oh ! that you who '« negleft this 
*' great falvation"*, would confider the bleflings, the 
privileges, the glories, which you refufe ; even a//, 
for the fake of which Chrift, the Lord of life 4nd 
glory, fhed his blood on thecrofs. Think alfo, 
" how fhall you cfcape," if you thus neglefl it -, 
if you add to all your other fins, the rejeftion of 
the Son of God, with all the offers of mercy, and 
pardon, and love, and favour, and proteftion, 
and every fpiritual bleffing, both in tjme and eter- 
nity, which God hath freely made you in him ; if 
you thus " count the blood of the everlafting co- 
" venant an unholy thing, and do defpite to the 
" Spirit of grace!*' Oh! beware in tinie ! Efcape, 
as for your li!e, from the power, the fnares, the 
various devices of Satan, with which he blinds 
your eyes, and takes you captive at his will. 
God grant that we may all truft to Chrilt alone, 
for protection and fafety againft the many devices 
of our artful and cruel fpiritual adverfary ; ever 
for the fake of his dear Son, Jefus Chrift our 
Lord and Saviour ! Amen ! Amen ! 

« 

♦ i C^r. iii, 22. 23: 
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FRAYER BEFORE OR AFTER THE SERMON. 

CioSleB fcr the 15/ A Sunday after Trinity ; tjth after Eajiir, 
and the xfi C0IU8 in the Communion Service, 

O God, forafTDuch as without ihec wc are not ablt 
!• pfeafethee, mercifully grant, that thy Holy Spirit 
may in all things direft and rule our hearts ; that, by 
tiiy holy inCpiration, wc may think thofe things that 
htt good, and, by thy merciful guiding, "nriay perform 
th« fame. Oh J '*^ deliver us from the wicked onc^" 
with all his fubtle devices^, and powerful temptt- 
tions ; and entirely cleanfe tbe thoughts of our 
hearts hy the 'infpi ration of thy Holy Spirit ^ that i/ft 
may perfedly love thee, tnd worthily magnxfylirf 
holy naxne^ through Chrift our Lord ! 



r t;'ii,.' ■i'sc;: 
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SERMON III. 



ON 

St Cor. ii. it. 



1 



Zefi Satan Jkovld get an advantage of'vs^ : for toe arc 
not ignora^nt of his devices 

N our laft difcourfe, wc left the rctarninff fiRner 
rcfcued by the Holy Ghoft from all his falfe 
dependences, as well as relieved from all the deln- 
iive doubts and fears which his treacherous enemy 
had raifed againft him. 

Think not, however, that this work of divine 
grace will be thus carried forward, without frequent 
»„*toi.„ from the gr^at fpimuil advcrW. 



Satan's devices^ 44 

Oh f how often will- he fuggeft that ft) be already 
obtained, for which the (inner is thus earneftly 
feeking. How often will he lead him to miftake 
light for grace ; the knowledge of the great requi- 
fites towards falvation for their poffeflion ! 

But you will fay, perhaps, furely this cannot 
be the cafe. We never can be thus miftake-n. 
We do not imagine that we have received food^ 
becaufe we are acquainted with its natureand pro* 
perties ; with its ability to nourifh and, fupport 
life. Nor do we fuppofe that we have takea 
medicines, becaufe wc are fuUv affured of their be- 
in>j[ fuited to heal our complaintSr Nor cap th© 
mofl accurate knowledge of thie natureand proper- 
ties of mt- tals lead us to believe th^t we have our 
pockets full of gold^. True, my friends; and 
when you have an equal knowledge of fpiritual^ 
as you have of thefe natural things I will allow 
that you cannot be deceived in them. But I am 
not fuppc)ling you experienced Chriftians, with 
your fpiritual fcnies properly exercifed to enable 
you to diflih^uiih fpiritual good and evil *, but 
cither babe^ in Chrift, or dill partly in your naturat 
ftatCy though fo far enlighiened by God*s Holy. 
Spirit, a^ to fee your finful and loft eftate by na- 
ture, and t}>at your only remedy is in Chritt. It 
. is eafy to dtct ive a perfon, in a great meafdre 
blind, with refpetl to (hapes and colours. The 
man, partly reftored to fight by our divine Lord, 
who « faw men as trees walking," might ealily 
have been thus deceived. Such ib the degree of 

D 3 IpirituaJ 

♦ Heb. V. 14, 
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fpiiitUal blindncfs, in which I am fupf)ofitig 
you may be; Your fpiritual eyes art partly 
opened; your fpirtual ears are partly unclofed; 
your rpirituatfeeling is yet very imperfett ; yow 
fpiritual underftandings has only beguh to dkwA'. 
So far from it being difficult for you to be deceiv- 
ed^ it is the'moft eafy thing in the world ; as cafy 
9L^ for the young beginners in any fcience, if they 
are jMoud, conceited, and felf-willed, to fancy 
their attainments far more than they really aire. It 
kas eafy as for Ihipwrecked mariners, in danget 
of peri(hing, to miilake a diftant cloud for land« 
♦* They may eafily do this ; (obferved a pious 
** friend) but let them once fet their feet on the 
" firm ground, and we never hear of iheir naiftak- 
* ing that for a cloud.*' Juft (o it is With fefpeft 
to faith in Chrift. Many imagine that th^y have it^ 
when they have it not) but when they feel its power, 
they can never then imagine themfelves in a Rate 
of unbelief. Beware then, oh ! beware of this 
moll dangerous delufion ! 

But, this is not all ; «for Satan will agairi 
ikck to involve us in the cares and pleafures 
of this world. How fine and delicate will be 
»o<v the nets by which he feeks to entangle our 
unwary feet ! A fubjeft is now about to be 
loft to him, perhaps for ever. All his eriiiflaries, 
among the finner's friends, relations, neigh- 
bours, all whom the fiend has yet under his con- 
trou), will be fet to work to ftop his progrefs*^ 

Reproof, 

^ Out blefled Saviour, {oTeUt\li^O^^^^Nt.\Cvl^{ of fenti- 
mcnt which would ariVt in iam\Vit«^ ^c* ^\k.\^>i^^^!*. 



Reproof, flattery, indulgence, will all b6 called in 
aid. The lofs of'charafcler in the world, tht 
dre^d of an opprobrious name, the danger of car-* 
rying things too far, with ten thou fand other chi* 
niaeras, will ^^1 be placed jn battle array, to bar 
his entrance into- the heavenly Canaan. Tht 
w atets of the fpiritual river Jordan will be reprc* 
fc iued as rtoli terrible to pafs, as carrying multK 
tildes into the dead Tea of gloomy enthufiaftn and 
defpair. The wildetnefs he is quitting will be 
poUrtrayed as bloflfomihg like the rofc. The landk 
which he is about to eritet, like the earthly Ca* 
ttaah, will be defcribed, as inhabited by giants 
dre;adful to behold* How will the tempter now, 
by all the means withiA his power, endeavour 
to paint religion as a gloomy fervice ! riow will he 
now ftrive to occafion diftfefs of mind, and trouble 
of foul, charging it all on that religion fo lately 
embraced! But if, notwithftanding all, fupported 
by the Spirit of the infinitely loving Cod, the {in- 
ner but make aii hearty attiempt, as it were, to 
place his foot within the obftrufting ftream, hoW 

will 

€ffe£ls of his ctirimg as foUotvs : " Suppofc ye that I 

** am come to give peace on earth ? I teU you, nay, but 
•* ratiier divifion : for> ftx>m henceforth, there fhall be 
** five in one houfe divided, three againfl two, trd two 
** againft three. The fither Ihall be divided agdTinil the 
** ion,^ and the Ion againft the father; the tnother againft 
** the daughter, and the laughter againft the mother ; the 
** mother-in-law againft her daughter-in-law, and the 
'* daughter-in-law againft bcr mother-in-law/* — Luke 
TUugif&c. Hie Mat. x. 341 &c, Joha vii.^. Markiii. st« 
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will the waters then give way, which feemed t# 
oppofe an almoft infurmountable barrier to 
his paffage. Like Ifrael of old bearing the ark 
of God *, he will pafs through the waves,- as oa 
dry ground, and gain a joyful entrance into that 
fpiritual Canaan flowing with milk and honey. 

How will his foul now exult, that he has ihus 
wondeiiully been fupported through the wilder- 
nefs, and carried through the water-floods ! How 
will he rejoice that he was not prevailed on to 
continue with the world lying in the wicked one, 

' m the full power of Satan ; dwelling in the de-^ 
fert i How wjU he call on his relations, friendst 
and neighbours; all who are near and dear to him! 
** Come, and hear; (he will fay) aU ye that fear 
*' God, and I will declare what he hath done for 
^ my Ibul t." " In the Lord have I righteoufnefs, 
** and ftr^ ngth," There is, there is a reft to the jjeo- 
ple of God; and his reflis mofl glorious. God, 
an infinitely loving and gracious '^ God, hath fcnt 
^ forth the Spirit of his Son, the Spirit of adop- 
^ tion* and grace, " into my heart," even mine. 

, This glorious, this divine " Spirit beateth wiincfs 
«* with my fpirii (unworthy as I am) that I am a child 
«* of God,'' a dear forgiven beloved child, *' and 
•« if a child, then an heir of God, and a joint heir 
♦* with Chrift,*' Mofl joyfully therefore wlH I " M- 
*' fer with him, that I may be glorified together with 
^ him;J;." How will he delight in his '* pearl of 
^ great price,*' his. onee negleQed treafure ! H6w 

altoiiiihed: 

♦'Jofl^ua Hi. 14, &c. f Pfa. Ixvi. 16. 

t Rom^ viii. 151 to i%« O^iUW^ \> %)^^ 
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aftonifhed will he he that fo few of thofe whom 
he invites know how to eftimate its value ! He 
will forget that the divine ^ manna" is "hidden,'' 
that " the name written on the white ftonc i& 
'« known to no one, except to him that receiveth 
it */• 

Still however Satan Will exert himfelf for his 
deftruflion. While there is joy in heaven over 
his converfion, there will be forrow among the 
fpirits of dafknefs, in confequence of his efcape* 
SeveiUlPther fpirits will perhaps now unite their 
power againft him ; that *' the latter end may be 
*« made worfe with him than the beginning t.*' Yes^ 
thefe are their triumphs, indeed! if they can bat 
gain a child of Cod^ though only a babe in 
Chrift; if they can but caufe him to "drawback 
** unto perdition, inftead of continuing to believe 
«* to the faving of his fou^J!" To this end 
all their efforts are direfted. Now, while the ten- 
der offspring of divine grace hasiieedofmilk, and 
cannot diged ftrong meat ^. £ut how will xh^ 
now carry on their attacks ? ^fi[i\\ they feek to 
perfuade him that all he feeU is ddufion, iht mere 
effeftof awarm imagination ? Oh ! no, they are toe 
well convinced that it is a glorious reality ; and would 
as foon endeavour to perfuade him out of the 
fenfe of hearing or feeing. Such a weak attempt 
as this they leave to flly mortals, who wilt not ait- 
Iqw another to truft Jiis feelings, becaufe different 
from their own. But, the plan of their mafler 

Satan 

^ Rev. 11. ty. 
i 2 Pet. ii* 20. 1 Heb. x« 39. ^ Heb. v. 12. 
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Satan is far more artful. He would willingly now 
incieafe the joy, and mix as much of carnal corrupt 
nature with it as poffible. « Oh ! what a favouritfc 
'^ of Heaven are you become, he will infinuatc! 
" Surely never mortal man before received fuch 
*' marks of divine love !^ Happy, thrice happy 
*' foul, to have the conteft with (in and Satan fo foon 
" ended: all thy corruption fofoon vanqui{hed,and 
•^ tooted out !" And, in this he will have a double 
purpofe ; to infpire vain confidence and carelefs 
cafe at the time ; and at a future periodfPwhen 
ihefe comforts and joys abate, he indulges a hope, 
that the contraft will be fo ftriking, as to allow 
him to make an artful advantage of k* 

And, oh! if he can but lead the enraptured foul 
to exclaim with David, *' I fhall never be remov- 
" ed ; thou. Lord, of thy goodnefs, haft made my 
" hill fo ftrong;*' if he can but thus betray into 
careleffnefs and inattention, with a negleft of con- 
ftant watchful nefs and prayer : and if God, in 
confequence, '^ turn his face from the young con^ 
" vert, and he become troubled * ;" then the temp- 
ter's aim will befo far gained. But here a different 
ii;iode of afi'ault again becomes requifite. Now he 
will perhaps him, that alhmay pbffibly have been 
imagination and delufion. Now- the fins, which 
htgin to fhew their heads, only a little bruifed, 
within the heart, will be magnified by him into 
certain figns of carnal unregenerate nature. " If 
« ever you were renewed (he will fuggcft) you 
** are now fallen, perhaps paft recovery.*' 

He 
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He will ftimulate the foul to write bitter things 
agaiiift itfelf. He will urge the dreadful aggrava- 
ted guilt t^f havijig *' trodden under foot the Son 
^ of God, of having counted the blood of the 
*' covenant, wherewith the believer was (anftified, 
*' an unholy thing, and done defpite unto the Spirit 
*« of grace *." And, many a foul, it is to be feared, 
he has thus plunged, and long. Jield, in all the 
gloom of defpondency ; and fome, alas, " after 
*« they have efcaped the pollutions of the world, 
^^ through the knowledge of the Lprd and Saviout, 
*' Jefus Chrift, have again, by his devices, " been 
«^ entangled therein, and overcome ; with whom 
" the latter end has been worfc than the begin- 
« ning t.". 

But, if the diftreffed foul do not dius quit his 
fteadfaftnefs, his fare confidence in God; if he 
exclaim with holy Job, '* Though he flay me, yet 
« will I trull in him ;" or, apply to his fpiritual 
*^ barrennefs the glorious affurance of the prophet; 
« although the fig-tree Ihall not bloifom, neither 
« (hall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the 
«V olive (hall fail, and the fields fhall yield no 
*^ meat; the flock, fhall be cutoff from the fold, 
*^ and Acre,{hall be no herd in the ftalls; yet I 
*« will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
'« my falvation J;" If the dejefted foul will but 
look to God for help, howfpeedily will hit fpirit 
2^n vifit him with his choiceft confolations : how 
will he «^ heal all his backflidings ;" and point out 

the 

♦ Heb. x; 29: + 2 Pet. ii. 20. See alfo i; 2, 3, & <. 

}:Hab.uu t']^ & \%* 
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the ^^ fountain ever open for fin and uncleanncfs!** 
how will he' encourage him to return to his " firtt 
'• love !" how will he enable him to '• ftrengthcn 
*' the things which remain, which were ready to 
*• die *!" How will he bring him out of this 
temptation, like gold, more purified by means of 
the furnace of afflifclion, through which he has 
paffed; more fenlible of the true ftatc of his own 
heart ; of his many weakneffes and infirinities ; of 
his many lins, kept under indeed, but very far 
from being rooted out ; and of the afTured con- 
fidence which he has in Chrift Jefus, and him 
alone, for his conftant fupport ! 

Oh, happy foul ! if thefe glorious efFefis fhould 
follow his fhort feafon of dejeQion, and fpiritqal 
decay ! but ftill more happy, if truly fcnfiblc of 
his own weaknefs, with a Angle eye to Ghrift, as 
the great finiflier, as well as the author of faith,iie 
ftrivc continually to " grow in grace," and to 
abound in all the bleffed fruits of his Holy Spirit, 
in '« all goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and truth;" if 
with a facred hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs) 
he feek ever to be found in the way of duty, not 
doing his own will, but the will of bis heavenly 
Father ; from an holy principle of love, cflfeeiping 
fuch unceafing obedience his nieat and drink; 
^ perfefting bolinefs, in the fea^,',' the facred 
awe and reverence, " of the Lord ;** Incoming 
more and more '^ partaker of the divine nature, 
«i perfefted in Chrift^ and filled with the Spirit, 
" even with all the fulnefs of God t.'* 

^ * PART 

*Rcv, ill. 2. +1 p4it<\, \% CioV\%^^. '^'^*\N*i^% 
Eph» V. t8m ill. 19. 
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Y ET,the great eneray of Gpd and man will not 
permit thefe advances without many a ftrug- 
gle, many an attempt to withdraw the believer from 
his entire dependence on Chrift, from whom cometh 
all his ftrength. He will excite many a fuggeftion 
of his high fpiritual ftate, and of his now being 
able to depend a litde upon himfelf, without the 
fame continual watchfulnefs and prayer. How 
will he drive to caufe him to forget that it is the 
very fame fimple faith in Chrift, through which 
he obtained the pardon of his fins, that mud 
alfo be his powerful inftrumcnt, by divine grace, 
in overcoming the world, purifying his heart, and 
caufiing'him to abound in the love of God and 
man, with all holy obedience of heart and life ! 
By how many artifices will he feek to withdraw 
the difciple of Chrift from fearching the fcriptures, 
and ftbm earned prayer ! What an excellent me* 
xnory-will he give him for worldly concerns at fuch 
feafons of facred retirement! How will the de. 
ceitful tempter fometimes, " transform him felf into 
^< an angel of light," and, by various flattering 
profpeft« of higher attainments in divine light 
and grace^ endeavour to feduce him from tHe 

£ bumble 
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humble path of duty. If he cannot deftroy, yet 
at kaft, by fuggefting painful, difficult, and unre- 
<]uircd pciformanccs, he will ftrive harrafs, perplex, 
;iiicl trouble ; to lefTen the convert's influence and 
ufdlilnefs with others; and were it not for the 
conftant fnpport of the Holy Ghoft, would bring 
the whole fpiritual building, now riearly 'ffniihcd, 
into ruin and decay. 

}5ut HE who '' kfiowcth whereof we are made, 
" that wc arc finful dufl and afhes," who calls 
upon us to « draw nigh to him, and he wdll draw 
*' ni^h to us," and while we truft in him, " will 
''' never leave us nor forfake us;'' he will carry his 
poor dependent creature through every tempta- 
tion : nay thefe, with every thing belides, (hall 
work together for his good while he loves God V 
Blcffcd, thrice TDJcfled is the man who is thus cn- 
'^bled to endure temptation t; by every return of 
Vhich his graces (hall be more exercifed and 
fir ngthen?d; he (hall be more acquainted with 
liis own wcakncfs and unworthinels, with the 
power and infinite love of God; more informed 
refpecling all Satan's numerous and various de- 
^ices; more and inore watcT^ful againft.tb<m,left 
lie would even at laft, " get an advantage q( himT 
"lie will conftantly bear in mind that ever, as long 
'as we<:oiitinue in thie flefli, "we wreftlenotjj||jre/j)r 
'^^ againft flefl) and blood, but againft priricipali- 
^^^ tics, againft powers, igainlt the rulers of the 
^f* darknefsof this world, againft fpiritual wicked- 
^^^ riefs; or wicked f^irits^ in high places." He 
I will 
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will therefore be conftantly arrayed in fuitable 
fpiritual armour, remembering that he is not only 
carrying on a moft dangerous warfare, but alfo ii> 
the very heart of his enemy's country ; in the very 
midft of the dominions of his -great fpiritual adver- 
fary, the Prince and God of this world. He will^^ 
in oppofition to the great father of lies, have " hh 
" loins" continually " girt about with truth : he 
" will have on the breaftplate of righteoufnefs; 
« and his feet fhod with the preparaticMi of the' 
** gofpel of peace." On this foundation he will 
ftand as on an immoveable rock. " Above ally 
^ taking the fhield of faith, wherewith he fbatl be 
" able to quench all the fiery darts," to overcemef 
all the fubtle tcnrptations, to fruftrate all the artftit 
devices, of the wicked one. And, he will " tdk^ 
<« the helmet of falvation." Tte grace of God^ 
difplayed in his redemption, will adorn his brows, 
will be his glory and proteftion. And he wilf 
ever bear in his hand, as ready for immediate ufc, 
" the fword of the fpirit, which is the word of 
« God ♦. " 

He will negteft nothing which he may deem, 
ferviceable to promote his faivation. Though 
entirely trufting in God, he will, neverthdefs, not 
rejeft the aid of man. He will hot dnly ••pray 
«« always, with all prayer and fupplication in the* 
" Spirit," birt « wil%watch thereunto with alt 
** perfeverance and fupplicatioir for all faints t :'** 
ind will earncftly defire an intereft iff their peti. 

^ Eph* VI. 11, to 1%^. A^N %c>«')>V 
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tions. Knowing their mutual danger, he wiH alfa 
give them the advantage of his own experience of 
Satan*^ devices, and of the gracious aids afforded 
him by God's Holy Spirit; and he will leek, in 
like manner, to profit by theirs. He will ftrive 
to " do good unto all men," efpecially in refcuing 
'them from the numerous devices of the deftroyer. 
But Chriftians indeed, «• the houfehold of faith,'* 
the real difciples of our crucified Redeemer, 
" fliining, like lights, in the midft of a crooked 
and pervetfe generation," who, though living " in 
'• the world," like their divine Matter, " arc not 
" of the world," thefe will be his moft frequent 
affociates, his dear companions and friends. He 
will *« follow rightcoufnefs, faith, charity, peace, 
*< with them that call upon the Lord out of a pure 
*'4ieart*." Thcfe will not be indifferent on the 
important fubjeft, but will " confider one another, 
*^ to provoke unto love, and to good works ; not 
*' forfaking the affembling of themfelves together, 
^* as the manner of £bme is, but exhorting one 
** another ; and fo much the more, as they fee the 
'• day 0/ their departure from this mortal life 
" approaching t." , With " the word of Chrift 
'' dwelling in them richly in all wifdom, they will 
" teach and admonifli one another in pfalms and 
" hymns, and fpiritual fongs ; finging with grace 
♦« in their hearts, to the Lord;J;." « They that fear 
^ the Lord (as ot old) will fpeak often one to 

** another f 

♦ 2 Tim.ii. 2£, See Afts ii. 44. to the end. — iv. 32, 
to g6. &c. &c. &c. -V Htb% y.. 2.-^*& 2^. :JX€^. iin 
t6» 5ee£ph»v, 19* 



*f' another t and the Lord wiH hearkeir, and lieac 
V It ; and a book of rerhembrancc will be writteff 
^ before him for theiri that feared' the Lord, and ' 
*' that thoijgbt utpovt his name. A^/ they ftialj 
♦< be mine, faith the Lord, irt that day> wherf I 
•* mak^ up my jewels ;' and I will Ibare th^m as **" 
^ man fpareth his own fon that lerveth hirtv*,** 
Such perfons will not only j^r^^ their belief inr 
•*THE CoMMUNioM OF SAiNti" witH. their lips^ 
butdifplay it in their lives. They, know (a^ thfc 
apoftle intimates in our text) that, if " Satan j^et 
*' an advantage of one, it is the general lofstof alL 
They know that all Chriftians « are one body iii 
♦' Chrift, and every one members one of anO^ 
^ ther t >" fo that ^ whether one liiembet fuffcfi 
•' all the members fufFer with it, or whether Ont 
"member be honoured, all the membefrs rejoitjt 
•* with k J-." They wHl therefore feck ta 
give and receive aft the mutual alffil'fsffltii 
that lies within then- power.. Religious af. 
fociatiort wiU appear to them peculiarly benefit 
ciaL They know that, iit their fpiritual war i^re, 
againft the devil, the world, and the flefh, "two 
' ** are better than one, becaufe they have a good 
«« reward for their labour i For, if they fall, the 
«' one will lift up his fellow : but, woe to him^ 
*^ that is alone when he feHeth ; for he hath nor 
** another to help him up. If dne prevail againft' 
" him, two ihall withiland him; ahd a tbree^ti^. 

* Matt, iii* I J* f Kom, xii. 5. J i Cor. xiT^26; 
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•' cord is4iot quickly brokea*." Religious focietics, 
Iflcc thofc in whichj* you have been invited to unitCf 
•will be highly vaij^ by them, as means of thus^ 
mutually I^lrcm^ their fpiritual improvement. 
And, Jthe^ win^be careful to employ them, not as- 
%fi additionai " form of godlinefs," but for the 
jWirpolb of eliciting and encouraging its real 
power^ and of di£fuiing it, as far as poflible,. 
througllpvtf cve|y ordinance and mean of grace, 
a^d in the^r^0le lives. 

Oh t Ifeiipyi thrice happy fouls, who, truly truft- 
ing in Cnrift and in the power of his might thus 
'^ manfully fight under his banner againft fin, 
*< the world, and the devil;" who, with humble- 
minds, willing to receive any (upport, live together 
i^ fuch fpiritual communion, as becomes mem- 
bers of his " holy Catholic Church ;" who, " wherv 
*' moft weak, are rooft ftrong," having <* his- 
ftrengtb made perfeft in your weaknefs ;" anA 
tKus " gp on from conquering to conquer,!' grow- 
ing continually in grace, and in the fpiritual 
•* knowledge of your Lord and Saviour Jefus- 
*< Chrift; whom to know is life eternal !" 

APPLICATION. 

Now, my dear friends,, is thi^ the cafe with- 
you? A Ik yourfelves individuallyy '* Am I fuch 
*^^Chriftian, as I have heard reprefented ?' For, 

m/fml^^ ^^ ^^^^' ^^^ ^^ ^^^ chriftianity which the 
'^n^comrpends ; .which will be acknowledged 
by Chrift on th^ great day of account. This is 

the 
• Ecc\, iv . ^, \o^ & V^%; 
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Ae chriftianity of his ^iritual warrior«, who, um 
dcr the Captain of their falvation, fight " a good, 
" fight, and keep the faith, for whom i? laiil 
*^ up a crown of righlcoufnefs, which the Lord,. 
" the righteous judge, will give them in that day*.'* 
Is Chrift yoiir " ftrength, your life, your all itk 
" all? Are you partakers of hi(s Holy Spirit; 
" the Spirit not of bondage, again to fear, but the 
^' Spirit of adoption, crying, Abba, Father ; bear- 
*' ing witnefs with your fpirit, thaf you are chil- 
" dren of God, and if children, then heirs, heira 
" of God, and joint heirs with Chrift t ?" Has he 
" fhed abroad the love of God in your hearts,'* 
with " peace, and joy," and an eameft conftan€ 
defire to fulfil all " righteoufnefs J?" Do you 
make it the great bufinefs of your lives to promote^ 
in yourfelves and others, the kingdom of rightcw 
oufnef*, even the kingdom of God's dear Son," 
in oppofition to •* the power of darknefs {," with 
all the various devices of Satan, and all hi» 
agents, whether wicked fpirits or wicked men P 
This is the kingdom, refpeQing which you daily 
pray, or ought to pray that it (hould ccwif ,'•' fhould 
flourifh and prevail. Do you then feek to pro- 
mote its increafe by your lives, your power, youF 
influence, your example ? Do you affociate 
with its fubjeCIs ? Do you take an holy intereft 
in whatever relate* to them, efpecially in the 
eternal welfare of their fouls ? Do you^ as fa£ 
as lieth in you,feek to/^ tuQi many to rigbtS^ 

" ou fuels 

• 1 Tim, iv. 7, & 8. + Rom. viii. 15, 16, & 17; GaU 
*v, 4, 5, and 6. J Rom, v. g«..i«^xv9 v^* ^ ^^A. 'wv 
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« oufncfs; to convert finners from ^e eito/ 
•« of ihcir ways; to fave their fouls from death ; to 
fhatcn them as firebrands out of the burning*?^ 
Thk is to be ** followers of Chrift ;" followers ol 
his apoftles, and of all his teat and true difciples, 
as ihey have been of their (£vine Matter* With- 
out thefe KviQg principles of the tnu^ the oU 
chriftianity, churches^ and facramems, and focie^ 
ties, with alt ^ the forms of godlinefs,*' (for to 
you they wilJ be Do more) will avail you nothing; 
^ Satan will continually get advantage of you." 
••His deviccsy ' his mimerous temptations, will be 
alHoo powerful for you to^ithttand. You will 
have no '* ftiield of feith" to oppofe^^ no powerful 
fcand to ward off the blow ; but, trufting in your 
own ftrengtb, or rather weaknefs,. blinded to his^ 
wiles, you will be taker> captive^ by him, at hi& 
*' wili," hurried along the briiad, the CBowded 
voad of (in, and at length plunged down the gulF 
of everlafting perdition^ May we all avoid this* 
*• dreadful mifery ! may we be no longer ignorant 
♦• of Satan's I>ffviGes h» May we ever remember; 
•bat our ftrenglh i^ in Chrift; oup fefeguard in his 
Holy Spirit ! It i* a vital unions with Chrift, by 
means of the Holy Ghoft;, dwelling and ruling: 
in us, which can al6ne fcrpport us againft^ the 
^irits of dbrknefe. Let us then ever feeky 
d^erifb, and eultivsms thi^^ both in our- 
felk^es^ and others, with aU< the • various neans 
ef grace which lead* to it; And^oh I let it aflbrd 

comfoit 

• Dan xii. 3, James V. I9»,^20» Zech. iii. a^ 
Amos iv, 11; 
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comfort ffe us all, that " as we know how to giv^ 
^' good gifts unto our children, fo will our hca- « 
" venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
'^afk h4m*r' Even fo, bleffcd Lord God, 
that we " may all live in the Spirit, and walk in 
^ the Spirit t, and finally obtain eternal glory, 
through thy dear Son, Jefus Chrift, our Lord! 
Amen! 

* Lulte.xi. 5, to 14, Sec Epii. i. 18. iv. 30:. 

i-Theff. iv. 8. Rom, viii. j, xq, & 11, &c. &cj^ 
f Gal. v; 1^. 
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FR AVERS 



WHiCif MAY ZZ U$£V AFTEI^ R£ABlMO IIKSE 



SERMONS; 



ColUSiJor the facond Sunday in AJE^nt* 



BLESSED Lord, wJbo baf! caufed all Iwly 
Scriptures to be written for our learning '/flWtU 
that we may in fuch wife hear tfem^ read, mfccf 
kam, and inwardJy digeffi them, that by^^iflace^ 
and comfort oT thy holy word, we may embrace, 
and ever hold fSift the bleffed hope of everlafting 
life, which thou haft ^ven us jn our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 



p-* 



< ■' ■■ 



' $m of H^-folkEls after the OJ^ertory, Qc, and the 
ColleBfor St. Mark's day. 

Prevent us {u e. go before to aflift us) ia all 
£KLT doings^ with jto taoft. ^^dcAis Cavour, and 



{urtber u^ with fhy continual help; A^t in aU our 
vorks, begun, coniinued, ^nd ended in thee, we 
may glorify thy n^jpe : Give us ^ce, thai, being 
not'liktt<:hildTen, carried 4iiray widi every blaft of 
vain doftrine, we may be eftabiifhed in the truth 
-of thy»Hofy Gofpel ; and finally, by thy mercy, 
obtain everlafting life, through Jefus Cfarift, our 
JLord! 



^ 
I 



Ptayfr for the CUrgy and People, at Morninr and Evening 

Service^ and the Litany* 

ALMiGrilir and c^^erlafting Cod, vho alone 
V'orkeft great marvels: Send down upon our 
Biihops, and Ctirates, au^ all Congregations 
committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit of 
thy grace; and that they may truly pleafe thee, 
pour upon them the continual dew of thy bleifing I 
That it may pleafe thee to illuminate all Bifhops, 
Priefts, and Deacons, with true knowledge and 
undcfftanding^ofifay vorff; and ihat,^th by 
their preaching, and living, they may fet it forth, 
and Ihew it accordingly ! That it may pleafe thee 
to give to all thy people increafe of grace, to hear 
meekly thy word, and to receive itAvith pure af- 
fe3ion, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit ! 
That it may pleafe thee to bring into the way of 
truth all fuch as have erred, and are deceived! 
Gr^nt this, O Lord, for the honour of our Ad- 
vocate and Mediator; Jefus Cbrifti May the 

peace 
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peace of G€id, which paffeth all tinderftandi 
keep oar hearts, and minds, in the knowledge : 
love of- God, and of his So* Jefus Chrift, < 
Lord ! and may the Mefling of God Almigl 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gholl, 
amongft us; and remain with us always ! Jim 
Amen ! 




{W. Applcton^ miNTEiit Stc^ktoTu ) 



. i 



■v 



h < 4 



*". 



-.rt: 



^.' 




*■' 



* 4f. * A. I 

i 



,t 



t V 







^ 



